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COPY or a LETTER, 
„ rer 6 

WRITER of Ms. HERVEY LIFE, 


$ 1k No | 
I See by the Advertiſements; that THE LBETTEAS of 
A the late excellent Mr. Hervey (to which, I under- 
ſtand by a common Friend you have engaged to prefix 
an Account of his Life) are ſoon to be publiſhed. The 
Demand for them will undoubtedly be very great, eſpe- 
cially by thoſe, who favour ne octrines: 
But methinks I would not have ſuch elegant and va- 
luable Writings confined to any particular Set of Chriſ- 
tians, as they are capable of being extenſively uſeful 
to Men of all Denominations, if read with a due Spirit 
of Candour and Moderation. In order, therefore, to 
remove the Objeions, which may probably be made 
by many, (and ſome of them very good Men too) who 
differ from Mr. Hervey, (particularly thoſe who paſs 
under the Name of A4rminians) I ſhould be glad, if 
you could contrive to communicate to the Public the 
modeſt Apology, which we find in another of this Au- 
thor's Works; and likewiſe the Remarks, which 1 
have here ſubjoined. h 
Mr. Hervey, in his Meditations, Vol. I. p. 271, has 
inſerted a Note relating to the Doctrine of Inputed 
Righteouſneſs ; which, ſays he, in my own Opinion, 
and in that of many great Expoſitors, is the myſti- 
cal and moſt ſublime Meaning of the Wedding- 
© Garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended 
in Scripture, Matt. xxii. 2.— A Doctrine, which 
though ene of thoſe, who honour my Meditations 
«« with a Peruſal, probably may not receive with much, 
if any, Approbation, I hope the whole * 

A 2 « wi 


> —— 2 — — - 
. — 


wa 
et will not be caſhiered for one Difference in Sentiment; 
«© and I beg that the Sentiment 7//F may not haſtily 
« be rejected without a ſerious Hearing.“ 

This is the Language of Mr. Hervey, of Reaſon, and 
of Candour.— Every Sentiment of a pious and learned 
Man, and every Interpretation of Scripture given by 
ſuch an one, deſerves the moſt ſerious Hearing, and the 
moſt attentive Confideration,—Still the beſt and moſt 
unprejudiced Men will think differently upon particu- 
lar Points; and what affords Conviction to one, will 
fall very ſhort of it to another. Vet ſurely They, who 
think differently from good Mr. Hervey on /ome — 
mould not refuſe to hear his Arguments even upon 
thoſe very Points; much leſs ought they to reject the 
I hole of his valuable Works on that Account : The ff 
would ſhew great Prejudice, and Diſtruſt of their own 
Sentiments ; and the latter would indicate equal Weak- 
neſs and Folly.—Methinks the decent Regard, which 
Mr. Herwvey has in many Inſtances ſhewn to thoſe of a 
contrary Opinion to himſelf, ſhould give his Writings 
a proper Weight amongſt the Arminians, and make his 
Tenets, and thoſe of every pious Author with whom 


He diſagrees (probably more in Expreſſion than in 


Subſtance) to be examined with the ſame Coolneſs and 
Impartiality. Thus proper Allowances being made, 
the Works of the Calvinifs would be read by Armini- 
ans ; and the Works of the Arminians would be read by 
the Calvinifts, with mutual Candour, and no inconfi- 


derable Benefit *—Few have Abilities to qualify them 


ſelves for good Diſputants ; but it is in every one's Pow- 
er, and it ought to be in their Diſpoſition, to become 
good Chriſtians. And the moſt effeftual Way is to at- 
tend cloſely to the Concerns of our common Chriſtia- 
nity, regardleſs of thoſe Diſtinctions, which many are 
not capable of underſtanding ; and which have too long 
ſet Mankind at Variance with each other. 

It is very obſervable, that when this particular Con- 
troverſy between the Calviniſts and Arminians was agi- 
tated with the moſt unhappy Heat; the inſtruQtive, 
candid, and eloquent Dr. Bates + manifeſted his ſupe- 


* See Dr. Watts's Orthodoxy and Charity United. 
+ See Letter X CVI. p. 277. of this ſecond Volume. 
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tior Regard to univerſal Charity, by avoiding every 
Expreſſion, which might lead the pious Reader into 
the perplexed Diſtinctions, or harſh Cenſures made uſe 


of on either Side. I own, with Grief, that this was 


then a Kind of Singularity ; but I eſteem it not leſs an 
Excellence in that Writer : And were his laudable Ex- 
ample univerſally followed, Doubts and Difficulties 


might ſtill remain, but Prejudice and Animoſity would 


be no more. 

But let it be further conſidered, that /ſoze of Mr. 
Herwey's Expreſſions are liable to Interpretations very 
different from his Meaning ; and that ſome of them 
do not /ufficiently convey his Meaning. It has been re- 
marked, that in the well known Letter of i, ſent to 
the condemned MalefaQors at Northampton, in July 
1755, he has not ſo much as once mentioned Repentance 
to them. But a candid Reader will take it for granted, 
that Mr. Hervey, when he exhorts them, to pray, 
1 that they may come to Chriſt, that they may believe 
in Chriſt, that they may be Found in Chriſt,” Wc, Tc. 
deſigns to include in thoſe Expreſſions what an Armi- 
nian, writing upon the /ame Occaſion, would have 
ſty led the eſſential Duties of a deep Repentance for their 
Sins, and an earneſt Re/olution of Amendment, ſhould 
their Lives be prolonged. —HsE had been long u/ed to 
thoſe Expreſſions, and adhered to his own Language 


and Ideas,—So would an Arminian have done, and yet 


their Meaning might be nearly the /ame.—All therefore 
I contend for is, that we ſhould put the beff Conſtrue- 
tion we can upon the Meaning of others ; eſpecially of 
eminently good Men like Mr. Herwey, and ſhould be very 
cautious of injuring their Characters, and the Uſeful- 
neſs of their Works, by wre/ing their Expreſſions con- 


* See Vol. II. p. 143. Tho' there might be a Poſſibility, that 
theſe condemned Malefactors would come to Chriſt, believe in Him, 
and be found in Him, as Mr. Hervey had in this Letter exhorted 5 
and tho' it was the only Remedy for them in their deſperate Situation 
yet, to ſpeak the beſt of it, it is a very hazardous Remedy. © How 
« difficult, ſays Archbiſhop Tillotſon, is it for any Man to be aſſured 


of the Truth, and Reality of his Repentance, when there is no 


« ſufficient Opportunity to make a Trial of the Sincerity of it. 
+ See Act xvi. 31. where St. Paul uſes nearly. the ſame Words 
to the Keeper of the Priſon, as Mr. Hervey docs to the Priſoners, 


trary 


A 

trary to their Den; by deducing from their Princi- 
ples ſuch Conſeguences, as they would deteſt; and by 
aggravating their Features, like thoſe of a Saracen; 
into Deformity and Terror. This can never be the 
Method of reconciling contending Writers in the Bond 
of Peace; of improving ourſelves; or of propagating 
the Cauſe of vital Religion, how honeſt, or zealous ſo- 
ever may be our Intentions. 

« Whata Pity is it, fays a late candid Writer, that 
% Calviniſts and Arminians, by their unſeemly Diſputes, 
« malicious Invectives, and diſingenuous Conduct, 
* ſhould contribute to the malignant Triumph of 7»f- 
« dels; and give them Cauſe in the Gall of their en- 
« venomed Hearts to cry out, See how theſe wz/;fy one 
% another! 

& Arminius was Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univer- 
<< fity of Leyden, a Man of great Learning, of a ſtrict 
Life, and of a moſt meek Spirit“ ;—and it is likely 


© that he and his Followers mean pretty near the ſame 


«© Thing by the Word GRACE, which the Calvinifs 
« do by IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. Each 
« Party maintain, that without Holine/; no Man ſhall 
«« ſee the Lord; and that there is no Name under 
% Heaven given unto Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
«© but only the Name of the Logp JESUS. If any 
* one had aſked Arminius, whether he did not hold, 
«© that Heawen, that is to ſay, our Inheritance in it, was 
« the ſole Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, he would have 
« undoubtedly anſwered in the Affirmative. And if, 
«© on the other Hand, one had aſked Mr. Calvin, To 
«© qvhom is it, that Chriſt is the Author of Salvation? 


*« His Anſwer would have been, To theſe, that obey 


« Him. Why ſhould Believers in the ſame commer 
% Redeemer be multiplying Words without Cauſe, 
and charging each other with ſuch Opinions, as each 
Party in their Souls abhor ? This is a ſtale Device 
* of the Deceiver of Mankind; and it is ſtrange, that 
7 Chriſtian Profeſſors do not ſee through, and avoid 
c it. I would not be underſtood to aſſert, that there 
« ts zo Difference of Opinions between Arminians and 


_©* His Attachment to his Principles expoſed him to great Suffer- 
ings; whicly affords a ſtrong Preſumption of his Sincerity 
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«© Calvinifis : My Meaning is, that it is not near fo 
«© great, as it is apprebended to be; and the Way to 
heal, is not by railing and reproachful Language, 
% but by fair and calm Reaſoning, and modeſt Appeals 
<<. to the Holy Scripture. | | 

Doubtleſs many Men, who will never know, till 
te they come to Heaven, where the Queſtions ſtick be- 
« tween Arminius and Calvin, will yet in this World 
be tampering with the Controverſy, and thereby 
«« perplexing it. Thus by being ,buſy Bodies they 
«« juſtly fall under the Repgroof of St. Jude for meddling 
«© and ſpeaking Evil of thoſe Things, which they do 
not underſtand.” . 
And as a farther Confirmation of my own Senti 

ments on this Subject, as well as of zho/e above- men- 
tioned, T am glad of this Opportunity of introducing an 
excellent Paſſage from a Letter“ written in 1717 by the 
learned Mr. Cotton Mather, Miniſter of Bolton in New 
England, whoſe Zeal for Calviniſm is well known, 

«« Being myſelf a Calvinift, ſays he, I muſt needs 
« differ pretty much from a Gentleman who profeſſes 
« himſelf an Arminian. But I conſider what thoſe 
« Maxims of Piety are, which engage the Arminian to 
c maintain his diſtinguiſhed Pofitions. "Thoſe Maxims 
«< are, that the holy and Sin-hating Lord muſt not be 
c reproached as the Impeller of Sin, whereof he is 
© the Revenger; that our merciful Father muſt not be 
«© blaſphemed, as if He dealt after an illuſory Man- 
«© ner with Men, when he invites them to his Mercy; 
© that none among the fallen Race of the Fir/ft Adam, 
are to be ſhut out from the Hopes of Life, in the 
Death of the Second Adam; that impenitent Unbe- 
4 lievers muſt not caſt on God the Blame of their Un- 
« belief; but the wicked muſt lay wholly on themſelves 
cc the Fault of their own Deſtruction; and, that Men 
«& muſt work out their own Salvation with as much 
«© Induſtry, and Vigilancy, as if all turned upon their 
* own Will and Care, whether they ſhall be ſaved, or 
„ not. Now, theſe are Maxims, to which every pious 
« Calvinift will alſo moſt heartily conſent. And, if 


Fee the Collection of Occaſional Papers, Fel. III. No. iv. p. 27 
28. Edit. London 1718, in 38 vo. 
« I ſhould 


| t vill .Þ 
« I ſhould repeat the Maxims of Piety, which make 
„ me fall in with the Poſition of a Calviniſt, as requi. 
5 fite to the ſupporting them, I am confident the pi- 
«© ous Mr. **** would moft heartily ſubſcribe to 
c them: And we ſhall both of us have the Modeſty 
& to coffeis, that we have alſo to do with Matters, 
«© which are to «s incomprehenſible, Now, if good 
<< Men are ſo united in the Maxims, which are the 
Exp, for the ſerving of which they declare, that 
they purſue their Controverſies; why ſhould not 
«© this Uniting Piety put an End to their Controver- 
«« ſies? and beat their Swords into Plough are, and 
* their Spears into Pruning hooks !“ 

Nothing could be more natural than for the conſci. 
entious Mr. Hervey to propagate, to the utmoſt of his 
Power, thoſe Sentiments, which He thought moſt con- 
ducive to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Mankind ; and moſt agreeable to the true Spirit of 
Chrift's Goſpel. Every pious and ſincere Chriſtian, 
whether Calvinit or Arminian, will indeed do the 
like :—Yet ſurely it can be no ways repugnant to any 
of theſe to cultivate the Principles of Moderation here 
expreſſed ; and to endeavour at leaft to reconcile good 
Men of different Perſuaſlions.—lt is therefore, I may 
ſafely ſay, no leſs your Wiſh than mine, that ſuch 
candid Principles may be diffuſed: And to ſee them 
communicated to the "Public, on ſo proper an Occaſion, 
will be a peculiar Satisfaction to him, who is, with 
great Reſpect, 


IN. 


Your very humble Servant, 
Northampton, | 


April 25, 1759. 
as JAMES STONHOUSE, 


LE T- 


LETTER 8 
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REVEREND MR. HERVEY. 


; 
LETTERS 


My dear Friend. d vm 8 | 
AM glad to find that the beloved Traveller 
called at your Houſe, and gave you ſo much of 
his Company. Cold as the Weather was, did not 
our Heart burn within you ? Burn with Zeal and 

Love for that all-glorious God, whom he (excellent 
Man !) fo faithfully ſerves in the Goſpel of his Son. 

May Mrs. *** increaſe in Humility, be more 
convinced of Guilt, more ſenſible of Depravity ! and 
then ſhe will grow in every other Grace, Proud 
Minds ſuffer the Curſe, imprecated on the Moun- 
tains of Gilboa; while humble Souls are like the 
Vallies ſpread forth by the Rivers; or as a Field 
which the Lord hath bleſſed, | 

I think you ſhould not have ſhewn her the fres 
Remark which I made; it was well meant, and ſhe 
is well diſpoſed, but human Nature is very, very de- 
praved. And perhaps there is no greater I — | 

Vor. II. B 


3 


of it, than our Proneneſs to take Offence at the 
leaſt diſparaging Hint; nay, ſometimes to fancy our- 
ſelves wronged, if we are not extolled to the Skies. 
I heartily wiſh, the bleſſed Jeſus may give this young 
Lady, the Ornament of a meek and humble Spi- 
rit, That, being lowly in her own Eyes, ſhe may 
be exalted by the great God. 

I fee ſo much Indigence, and ſo many diſtreſſed 
Objects, that I begrudge myſelf all unneceſſary Diſ- 
burſements of Money. Who would indulge too 
much, even in innocent and elegant Amuſements, 
and thereby leflen his Ability to relieve, to che- 
riſh, and comfort the Lord Jeſus, in his afflicted 
Members? 2 

I wiſh you could have preached at Collingtree. 
My poor People long for the ſincere Milk of the 


Word. You would have a Congregation, all of 


them honouring you, moſt of them attentive to you, 
and many of them edified by you.—lt grieves me, 
it pains me at my very Soul, that I am diſmiſſed or 
rather cut off, from the honourable and delightful 
Service of the Miniſtry.— But, to be reſigned, per- 
haps, is better than to labour; and an adoring Sub- 
miſſion for me at leſt more proper, than a zealous 
Application. O] may I bow my Head, and duti- 
fully ſtand in the Lot, which the Almighty Sove- 
reign pleaſes to aſſign! 


Ever your's, &c. 


LETTER I. 


My dear Friend, London, Saturday Night. 
I Congratulate you on Miſs ** Ps Recovery. Why 
do you call her ** *Tis a ſtrong Temptation 
to Vanity, She muſt be deeply ballaſted with Hu- 


mility, not to be puffed up at ſuch a Title; which 


aſſimilates 


F213 


aſſimilates her to one of the moſt lovely and accom- 
pliſhed Characters, that ever was deſcribed. 

O!] that we all may be recovered from that le- 
thargick Indolence, which deadens our Attendance 
to the one Thing needful !-— What a God have we 
how immenſely glorious | and how little do we re- 
verence him — What a Saviour ! how unutterably 

racious! and how little do we love him What 

romiſes! how inviolably faithful! Yet how feeble 
is our ¶Mance in them !—What a Heaven! how 
tranſcendently delightful ! Yet how languid are our 
Defires of it O] that the bleſſed, bleſſed Redeemer 
may baptize us with the Holy Ghoſt, as with a 
flaming Fire ! to quicken, animate, and kindle into 
a Glow of Devotion, theſe ben:umbed Souls of ours! 
—[ muſt add no more, _ that I am, with great 
Sineerity, though in great Haſte, 


Inviolably your's, &c; 


LETTER Ul, 


My dear. Friend, | 
I AM ſurpriſed at what you ſay, relating to dear Mr. 

***, What Evil hath he done, or wherein has 
he offended, that Diſeſteem ſhould be his Lot? Yet 
what are ſuch Inſtances of Contempt, compared 
with the Reproaches and Inſults offered to the all- 
glorious Redeemer? God, I truſt, will 5% his Ser- 
mon; and ſo much the more, as it is regarded by 
ſome People, with an evil Eye. Oh! whata com- 
fortable Feng sten is it, that the Succeſs of our 
Diſcourſes depends not upon our own Ability, which 
is as Nothing; depends not upon the Favour of 
Men, which is very capricious; but depends wholl 
upon the Influence of that almighty Spirit, whoſe 
Preſence is unlimited, and Power uncontroulable. 
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[ 4. 4 
My Father had engaged Mr, ** to ſupply at 


Collingtree : J hope he grows in Grace, and in Know- 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Adieu! my dear Friend, adieu! 


LETTER Iv. 


Sir, Londan, Feb. 23. 


MER. **#* and Mr. *** may have tried, and may 

repeat their Attempts, to alienate the Affec- 
tions of my Cullingtree Hearers. I am under no 
Concern with regard to myſelf. —#ragil: cupiens illi- 
dere Dentem Offendet ſolido— will, I believe, be the 
Iſſue of their Endeavours. I am only ſorry for the 
People's fake, that they ſhould ſquander away their 
miniſterial Talents, and miniſterial Labours, to fo i 
poor a Purpoſe. Let them be more inceſſant © in i 
« warning every Man, and teaching every Man, that 3 
they may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Je- 1 
& ſus.” — Thus let them ſeek to win their Aﬀec- 
tions; and, I do rejoice, yea and will rejoice, in 
their Succeſs, Dear Sir, the Way to ſecure the. 
Love of others, is, to love them, to pray for them, 
and with a willing Aſſiduity to ſet forward their true 
Happineſs, This, whenever I was amongſt them, 
my People will confeſs, I did not ceaſe to do. And 
the God of Heaven knows, I daily bear them on 
my Heart, and often recommend them to the ten 
dereſt Mercies of our everlaſting Father. Never 
therefore be apprehenſive of my loſing either their -— 7 
Eſteem with regard to my Conduct, or their Aﬀec- Fa. 
tion with regard to my Perſon. Oh that their pre: 
cious Souls were as firmly united to Qriſt, as their 4 
favourable Opinion is ſecured to me /—Well, ſhould 
Neighbours undermine us, and Friends forſake us, 


tlie adorable and all- condeſcending God is * 
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for ever. 
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He chargeth not. His Word of Grace endureth 
He loves his People with an everlaſting 
Love. And Oh what Worms, what Duſt, what 
mere Nothings, are all Men, are all Creatures, be- 
fore that infinitely bleſſed Author of all Perfection! 


What a Senfe had the Pſalmiſt of this weighty 


Truth, when he poured forth that rapturous Excla- 
mation; Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and 
c there is none, there is nothing on Earth, that I 
c defire in compariſon of thee !'” May this, my 


dear Friend, be the continual Language of your 


Heart; and of his, who hopes to be both in Time 
and to Eternity, 
affectionately your's, &c. 


LETT 3 Vs 
Wedneſday Morning, Miles's Lane. 


Dear Mr. Nixon, 3 
OUR obliging Letter found me at my Brother's 
L in Miless Lane, where I propoſe to abide to 
the End of the Week; and here your entertaining 
and improving Company would be a Favour, not 
to myſelf only, but to the whole Family. . 
I am indebted to your Good- nature, for fo can- 


didly mY the ſmall but free Obſervation, made 


in my laſt, I am going to run myſelf farther in 
Debt, by propoſing to your Conſideration, what 
now occurs to my Thoughts. —The encloſed, Que- 
ries I ſubmit entirely to your Judgment, and from 

ur Determination ſhall make no Appeal. : 
| Thave read Dr. Hodges's Elibu*; and very much. 
admire his Zeal for that moſt comfortable Doctrine, 


the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, im- 


* Dr, Hodges was Provoſt of Oriel C ollege, Oxford. 
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et to Sinners for their Juſtification. I highly 
onour alſo his diſtinguiſhed Yeneration for that in- 
comparably excellent Book, the Bible, Surely, his 
Works will be a Means of cauſing the Study of 
thoſe zoyze Cuil to revive, Don't you think, the 
Style is maſculine, and the Manner enlivened As 


to the Hutchinſonian Peculiarities, I don't pretend 


to be a competent Fudge, and dare not peremptorily 
condemn them. Yet, they ſeem to be ſo very finely 
ſpun, and to have ſo large an Alloy of Fancy, that 
I know not how to admit them for ſterling Fruth, 
am truly concerned to hear of Mr. **'s and 
his Lady's Illneſs. Dear Sir, what a fading Flower 
1s Health; and what an expiring Vapour is Life / 
May you be an Inſtrument of bringing Souls to the 
Knowledge of the adorable God, and to the Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent ; then they will, 
in another State of Things, poſſeſs a Vigour that 
is ſubje& to no Decay, and enjoy that Life, which 
knows no End. 


I am, dear Sir, your obliged and 
affectionate Friend, &c, 


P. S. Is “ Lively Oracles,” an exact Tranſla, 
tion of the above- mentioned Greek Clauſe ? 
LETTER VI. 


My dear Friend, London, March 28, 1751. 


OU depend, you ſay, upon my Promiſe ; and 
Y ſee, how 5 it is performed. —And if you 


depend on the Execution of a Promiſe from a frail, 
frail Creature; will you not much more expect the 
Accompliſhment of Promiſes, made by that ador- 
able Being, © whoſe Counſels of old are Faithful- 
* neſs and Truth?” Oh that we may not diſho- 
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nour God's Goodneſs, diſparage his Veracity, and 
depreciate his dear Son's unſpeakable Merits, by 


Unbelief, baſe, vile, deſtructive Unbelief ] 


I have not an Opportunity of communicatin 
your News to our dear Friend. He has left Lon- 
don. —lIt is not known when he will return. He is 


not expected, till ſome Months are expired. And 


who, how many, may be gone into Eternity, before 


that Period is arrived! 

You aſk, How it fares with my Health? You 
may remember, that I have more than once anſwered 
ſuch an Inquiry with Silence; for I don't like to 
be upon the complaining String, and I cannot fay, 
my Health is either reſtored, or improved, When 
your Letter came (not till Tzeſday about Five 
o'Clock) it found me in a State of extreme Lan- 

vor. I had written nothing, done nothing, ſince 
— Though I took up an eaſy and entertain- 
ing Book, I was obliged to lay it down again, 
Thus I fþend, rather thus I Joſe many Hours: So 
that between intervening Company, and Debility 
of Spirits, I make but a very flow, ſcarce any Pro- 
greſs in my intended Work. 
I hzve no News, though at the great Mart of In- 
telligence. My Siſter is ſafely delivered of a Son, 
which puts one in mind of the glorious Piece of 
News, celebrated by the Angels, and foretold with 
a rapturous Delight by the Prophet To us a 
« Child is born; to ws a Son is given.” His Name 
ſhall be the mighty God; and yet his Offce ſhall 
be, to bear our Sins in his own Body on the Tree. 
May this News be ever ſounding in the Ears, and 
ever operative on the Hearts of, my dear Friend, 


*% 


his ever affectionate, &c, 
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SETTE2 VI 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, May 30, 1751. 


1 AM now at my Brothers's Country Houſe—Pray 


> who is Mr, ***, the Writer of the Letter in- 
cloſed in your's? He aſks me, to get him a Curacy; 


little aware, that I am but a Curate myſelf. I be- 


lieve, the World has a Notion, that I am a digni- 
hed, or a beneficed Man at leſt. Dear Sir, may it 
be your Benefice, and mine, to do Good to Souls! 
And our higheſt Dignity, to glorify the ever bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer, who for or Sake had not where to 


lay his Head, till he was numbered with the Tranſ- 


greſſors, and laid it in the ſilent Grave. 
I hope your Health is eſtabliſhed ;. and how does 


your Soul proſper? Don't you delight to think of, 


to talk of, to have Communion with, that wonder- 


ful, that amiable Being, whom to 4nawy is Wiſdom ; 


whom to enjoy, is Happineſs? Happineſs, not to. be 
deſcribed by Words, only to be underſtood by Ex- 
perience, Oh! that we may follaw on. to know 
him! Then we have a Promiſe (a Promiſe more 
{table than the Foundations of Nature) that our 
& Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord,” Gold 
has no Value, and Diamonds loſe their Luſtre, when 
compared with thoſe unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
which Mr, *** ſo largel Ae himſelf, and ſo 
freely offers to others. His ipiſtry is ſignally 
owned by his condeſcending, and almighty Maſter, 
Many, I am told, of the ſuperior, as well as lower 
Orders in Life, attend his Miniſtry: And if there 
be Efficacy in united Prayers; if there be Zeal in 
the Lord God of Hoſts, for the Honour of his dear 
Son; if there be Faithfulneſs and Compaſſion in 
our exalted Saviour, his Labours will, they * * 

| eſt, 


__ i _ _— * a 
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let us be good Stewards of Jeſus Chriſt ; capa 


t' #4 


bleſt, May they, every Day, every Hour, be bleſ- 
ſed more abundantly! ' 


Moſt cordially your's, &c. 


LETTER VII. 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, July 2, 1751. 
Hope you have now done with Mr. ***: I hope 
your Houſe is ſufficiently ornamented. I think 


it is rather over-ſtocked with Decorations. Now 


what we can ſpare, for the Honour of his bleſſed 
Name, and Comfort of his indigent People. Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Riches, 
as well as Bleſſings and Praiſe, 

Pray, don't mention me to Mrs. ***, though I 
honour and compaſſionate her ; I am not fit to viſit 
her, nor qualified to 5 her. This is with me the 
trying Seaſon of the Year,” and my animal Nature 
is all Relaxation. Oh that I may be ftrong in 
Faith! That precious Faith, that “ where Sin hath 
« abounded, Grace will much more abound.” x 
Don't you ſometimes ſee our dear Friend ** 
I find he has been at Hriſtol lately, to diſtribute, I 
don't doubt, the Waters of Life, far more precious 
and healing than the Waters of that medicinal 
Spring. Let us do likewiſe. - For yet a very, very 
little while, (Vun por oc 000) ) and he, that ſhall come, 
will come, and will not tarry. Then Opportuni- 
ties of ſiritual, and bodily Charity ceaſe for ever. 
\ believe it is four Months ſince J heard from Mr. 
***, How precarious human Interchanges of 
Kindneſs! What a Blefling, that the Way to Hea- 
ven is always open. Whenever we will, we ma 
have Acceſs to God through the Blood of his Son. 
And “ he never faileth them that ſeek him,” 

* 8 How 
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How does Mr. *** go on? Don't you ſome- 
times ſtir up the Embers in his Heart; if ſo be, 
the Coals may glow, and the Fire at length burn. 
I hope, your Converſation is bleſſed to Mrs. **. 
Glad to find ſhe admits Mrs. *** to her Company: 
She is a godly, ſenſible Woman, who underſtands, 
reliſhes, talks ſavourily and intelligently on the 
Truths of the Goſpel.—She is diſcreet likewiſe, 
knows how to keep a becoming Diſtance, and will 
not make a wrong, an aſſuming Uſe of a Lady's 
Condeſcenſion. May the God of Heaven bleſs 
them both, and give them to grow in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. And what I pray for them, I pray for my 
dear Friend. 


Ever your's &c, 


LEW TER. H. 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, July 14, 1751, 


] AM ſorry to hear your Account of Mr. ***: 
See what Snares are around us. How the Devil 
endeavours to obſtruct our Uſefulneſs, by blemiſh- 


ing our Credit: May the Miniſters of Chriſt be 


upright and undefiled in the Way! Or elſe they will 
not be able to reprove and exhort with al (no, nor 
with any) Authority, The God of Power and 
Faithfulneſs ſays of his Church, ſays of his People; 
„ the Lord keep it. I will water it every Mo- 
ment, left any hurt it: I will preſerve it Night 
% and Day .“ May this Promiſe be our Shield, 
be fulfilled to us evermore! Don't you go on, my 
dear Friend, to lay up theſe precious Pledges of 


Heaven in your Memory, and enrich your Heart 


+ Iſa. xxvil. 3, 
from 


Yu a ' £ s . 
b, — ́ͤ > AS ee EE IS. 2 2 


L 


from them, by frequent Meditation? They are the 
Seed of Faith. By theſe we are to be made Par- 
takers of the divine Nature. Partakers of the di- 
vine Nature! Volumes cannot explain, what is 
compriſed in thoſe few Words. May we know 
what they mean, by happy, happy Experience 

I pity poor Mr. *, knowing what it is to be 
in a State of languiſhing, Ah! ah! my dear Sir, 
lay up a Stock of Comfort, get your Graces lively, 
while animal Nature blooms. When the Blaſt of 
Sickneſs ſmites, and our Strength becomes Labour 
and Sorrow; how miſerable muſt be our Condition, 
without an Intereſt, an eſtabliſhed Intereſt in the all- 

lorious Redeemer | 

Why do you cheriſh d;/ru/iful Thoughts of the 
bleſſed God ? Is he not boundleſs Goodneſs ? Is not 
his Goodneſs greater than the Heavens ? Does not 
his Mercy, that lovely Attribute, endure for ever ? 
All the: Kindneſs of the moſt endeared Relations, 
compared with the tender Compaſſions of a God 
in Chriſt, are no better than Cruelty itſelf. Read 
the fourteenth Chapter of Hoſea. © Hide it within 

our Heart,” Turn it into Prayer to the King of 
| xn ; and I hope it will be to your Soul as the 
Dawning-Day after a darkſome Night. 

Our dear Friend has met with uncommon Fa- 
vour and Acceptance. Excellent Man]! How does 
be work while it is Day]! How ſweet to ſuch a La- 
bourer, will be Heaven's everlaſting Reſt ! There 
may you meet him! And there find, as a Monu- 
ment of infinitely free Grace in Chriſt, 


your truly affectionate, &c. a 


— 


LET. 


WR 


LETTER X. 


My dear Friend, Oc. 18, 1751. 


ay WO of your Letters are now before me, who 
expected long ere this to have been before the 
Judge of Quick and Dead. —Blefled be God, I am 
got down Stairs, and the Day before Yeſterday went 
abroad in a Coach. Oh! what great Troubles 
and Adverſities haſt thou ſhewed me! Yet didſt 
thou turn and refreſh me ; yea, and broughteſt me 
from the Depth of the Earth again. Oh! my dear 
Friend, how ſhall I be hn, May that infinitel 
good and gracious Gd, who has given me luck 
Cauſe, give me Power to be grateful, May I be 
enabled to devote every Moment of that Life, which 
he has prolonged, and every Faculty of that Body, 
which he has preſerved, —devote them holy to the 
Honour of his bleſſed Name. | 
Poor * Caſe I commiſerate. The Charge 
attending my IIlneſs will be conſiderable ; but J 
am not without Hopes that my Father will be fo 
good as to defray it; then my Hands will not be 
ftreightened : Oh! that my Bowels may never be 
ſtreightened, but may I © draw out my Soul to the 
„Hungry.“ 
Jam glad to hear that a Seventh Edition of Dr. 


Stonhouſe s + Book is demanded :—May it go forth 


+ This uſeful little Treatiſe is intitled, Friendly Ad- 
vice to a Patient, and Spiritual Directions for the Un- 
inſtructed. It was firft publiſhed in the Year 1748, 
, given by the Governors of moſt of our Infirmaries, 
fo the Out as well as the In Patients on their Admiſſion ; 
and is ſuitable in general to every fick Pgrſon.—lt is 
fold fengly at Six-pence flitched, or at Two Guineas per 


Hundred, by Mr. Rivington 1 St. Paul's Chiurch-Yard, 
London, 
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in the Name, in the Strength, and for the Honour 
of the bleſſed ſeſus, and may it proſper ! Tho”, as 

ou obſerve, he and I think differently on ſome 
5p nor is the Doctor an Admirer of my favou- 
rite Author Mr. Marſhall. —The Acceptance however, 
which God has given to his, and to my own Writ- 
ings, ſhould ſend both of us oftener to the Throne 
of Grace, and quicken our Applications to the di- 
vine Goodneſs ; that his all- powerful Spirit may ac- 
company our Inſtructions, and make them a real 
Bleſſing to our Readers. | 
I write, as a poor Priſoner, who lately ex- 
pected to have the Sentence of Death executed ; 
but has now got a ſhort, uncertain Reprieve. May 
I never forget how much I ſhall want an aſſured 
Faith in the all-glorious Redeemer, when that awful 
Change approaches. Let us labour after ſuch a 
firm Eſtabliſhment in Chriſt, ſuch an unſhaken 
Affiance in his Merits, and ſuch an unfeigned Love 
of his Name, as may make it Gain to die, and the 
Day of our Diſſolution better than the Day of our 
Nativity,—Poor Dr. *** Oh may He, and his af- 
flicted Partner find Conſolation in the Faithfulneſs, 
the Goodneſs, the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt! 
Theſe, apprehended by a ſweet, aſſured, Soul-re- 
viving Faith; theſe, I fay, are our Sovereign $yp- | 
port under all Troubles, and our moſt eſtectual Pre- 


London.—But, as it is adopted by the Society for Pro- 
moting Chriſtian Knowledge, into the Number of thoſe 
Treatiſes, which they diſperſe, as proper!; calculated for 
the Advancement and Revival of true Religion, it may 
be had for charitable Uſes by any of the ſubſcribing Mem- 
bers, on the Terms of the Society; namely, at half Price 
(which is a Guinea per Hundred); the other Half being 
defrayed out of the Society's Subſcription Fund. 
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ervative from all Temptations. We believe, bleſ= 
ſed, bleiled Jeſus, help our Unbelief ! 


I am, 
my dear Sir, 


ever your's, while 


Jamzs HER VE. 


LETTER XI. 


; London, Miles's Fans Dec. 3» 1751. 


Dear Mr » Nixon, 


T is probable, you may have heard of my late 
dangerous Sickneſs; and it is more than proba- 


ble, nay, I look upon it as a Certainty, that your 


ood Nature has admitted this Circumſtance as an 
Excuſe for my Silence.—Indeed, dear Sir, I was 
ſick, and nigh unto Death. Little did I think of 
writing any more to or” riends, or of being written 
any longer among the Living! Oh that I may devote 
the Life, which has been prolonged, devote it wholly 
to the God of my Health and my Salvation ! 
I received by Dr. ** your Quotation from Plato, 
proving that the Propoſition arri bears a vicarious 
Signification + : For which, be pleaſed to accept 


_ 


+ The learned and Reverend Mr. Nixon, Rector of 
Cold-Higham in Northamptonſhire, who furniſhed Mr. 
Herwey with the Proof from Plato that arri bears a vi- 
carious Signification, hath communicated a remarkable 
Paſſage, which ſhews, that the Notion of a wicarious 
Sacrifice, prevailed alſo amongſt the old Gaul. Pro 
vita Hominis niſi vita Hominis reddatur, non poſſe 
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my Thanks. It is a moſt reviving and delightful 
Truth, that Chriſt has ſuffered in our Stead, and 
bore all our Sins in his own Body on the Tree. 
When J was lately on the Verge of Eternity; and 
juſt going to launch into the inviſible World, I 
could find Conſolation in nothing, but this precious, 
precious Faith. If all my Iniquities were laid upoa 
the beloved Son, they will never be laid to m 
Charge in the Day of Judgment. If the bleſſed 
Jeſus made full Satigfaction for my Tranſgreſſions, 
the righteous God will never demand #9 Payments 
of one Debt. What an Anchor for the Soul is ſuch 
a Belief! how ſure! how ſtedfaſt! May it be our 
Solace in Life, and our Security in Death. 

A Volume of Letters, written by the Earl of Or- 
rery to his Son, has very much captivated the At- 
tention of the Publick.—Dr. Brown's Remarks too 
upon Lord Shaftſbury's Chara#eri/iicks are, I think, 
equally worthy of univerſal Acceptance. *Tis a 
refined Entertainment, to peruſe ſuch elegant and 
8 Compoſitions. But how flat are they all, 

ow jejune and ſpiritleſs, compared with the ſincere 
Milk of the Word; the lively Oracles of God! J 


hope, they will always prove a Whet to our ſpiritual 


3 Appetite; quicken our Deſires, and heighten our 
> Reliſh, of that 2 Manna, which is ſpread 


over every Page of the Bible. 
I am, dear Sir, 


your very affectionate Friend, &c. 


2 © aliter Deorum immortalium Numen placari Arbi- 
> © trantur (Galli) publiceque ejuſdem Generis habent 
= © inſtituta Sacrificia,” 


J. Cæſ. Commen. de Bell. Gall. L. vi. C. 16. 


LE T- 
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SETTER XL 


My dear Friend, London, Fan. 14, 1752. 
Know you will excuſe my long Silence, and ac- 
quit me on the Receipt of this Letter, though I 
own myſelf in your Debt for another, When I 
have a lucid or a lively Interval, I think it my Duty 
to employ it, in attempLing to finiſh my little Work. 
Which alas! proceeds as flowly, as my Blood 


creeps heavily through my Veins. Happy, happy 


they, who have Firmneſs of Nerve, and Fertility 
of "Thought; and are enabled to devote them both 
to their gracious Redeemer's Service. 

Pleaſe to pay my belt Thanks to Dr. Cotioan, for 
his very delicate Viſons. 1 wiſh they may do Good, 
and promote Virtue; then, I am perſuaded, they 
will Anſwer the benevolent Intention of the Author. 
I wiſh at the ſame Time, that he would be a little 
explicit and courageous for Jeſus Chriſt, He de- 
ſerves it at our Hands, who for «ur Sake endured 
the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame. He will re- 


compenſe it into our Boſom, by oꝛoning us before his 


Father, and the holy Angels. Nor can I ever 
think, that the Spread of our Performances will be 
obſtructed, by pleaſing him, who has all Hearts and 


all Events in his fovereign Hand. — A Viſion upon 


Death +, without a Diſplay of Chriſt, ſeems to me 


like a Body without an Heart, or an Heart without 


animal Spirits. J am ſure, when I was lately (as 
myſelf and every one apprehended) on the Brink of 
Eternity, I found no. Conſolation but iz Chriſt. 
Then | felt, what I had fo often read, that there is 


no other Name given under Heaven, whereby Man. 


may obtain Life and Salvation, but only the Name, 


+ The laſt of Dr. Cotton's very elegant poetical 
Viſions. 


the 


E I 
the precious and ineſtimable Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Oh! that its Savour may be to us, both living and 
dying, “ as Ointment poured out.” 

Tell Mrs. **, that ſhe has not offended me; 
but I am grieved, that I ſhould give her Occaſion 
for ſuch a Suſpicion. 

You refer me to 2 Eſdr. v. 33+. Tis a ſweet ' 
Paſſage, a noble and comfortable Truth; and the 
apparent Doctrine of Scripture, however found in 
an Apochryphal Book. — Oh! that we may ſeek 
more affiduouſly to our all- condeſcending and omni- 


potent Friend. He will never upbraid us for our 


Importunity; He will never diſappoint our Hope; 
He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all, 
that we can aſk, or think: And, bleſſed for ever 
be his Name, as is his Power, ſo is his Love to his 
People, his Children, his Heirs. In this bleſſed 
Number may He rank my dear Friend, and his 


ever affectionate, Ec, 


LET T £ IN AI. 


Miles's Lane, March 24, 1 752. 


My dear Friend, 


Received your Favour.,—l congratulate you on 
your Succeſs in your Profeflion. Moſes ſays, 
Hit is God, who giveth Power to get Wealth.” 
May ſuch Acceſſions of Proſperity, enlarge your 
Heart with Gratitude, and attach your Affections 
to our divine Benefactor |—I am ſorrry to hear your 


+ And I ſaid, Speak on, my Lord: then ſaid He 


unto me, Thou art fore troubled in Mind for Iſrael's 


Sake: Loveſt thou that People better than He, that 
made them, 


vol. II. 8 Account 


1 

Account of dear *. Oh that we may be taught 
@poverv £45 To ovPporery, © Lord lead me in a plain 
« Way,” was the Prayer of a noble Sufferer. May 
the Thing, that He prayed for, be the Deſire of our 
Heart, and Guide of our Life. I will very readily 
give e Bibles, if He (for He is, if I miſtake 
not, a Member of the Society for Promoting Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge) will ſend me an Order in his 
Name, a Dozen ſhall be at his Service, I ſhall 
think my own Books are publiſhed to good Purpoſe, 
if they enable the Author to diſtribute “ the inva- 
luable Book of God. 

Upon Reflection I charge myſelf with Folly, for 
putting it into Mr. **'s Power to communicate 
a certain Rumour. The wiſe Man ſays Humour- 
ouſly and ſarcaſticallyß; “ Venture to conceal a Se- 
&« cret, and be bold it will not burſt thee.” Inti- 
mating withal, that a Secret in moſt People's Breaſt, 


1s like fermenting Liquor in a Caſk, which muſt 


have Vent; or elſe it will burſt the Veſſel. There- 
fore h : 


Quid de quoque Viro, & cui dicas ſepe caveto. 


Mr. * *'s laſt Piece J have not read through. I 
can't ſay, I am fond of that Controverſy, The 


Doctrine of the Perſeverance of Chrilt's Servants, 


Chriſt's Children, Chriſt's Spouſe, and Chriſt's 
Members, I am thoroughly perſuaded of. Predeſti- 
nation + and Reprobation I think of, with Fear and 


trembling. And if I ſhould attempt to ſtudy them, 


2 


I would ſtudy them on my Knees, 


Mr. Hervey received ſeven hundred Pounds for his 
Writings : Every Shilling of which He gave away in 
Charity ; tho* He was rather in ſtrait Circumſtances 
Himſelf. Nor would He ſuffer his Name to be men- 
tioned, where it could be avoided, as the Donor. 


+ See Letter XCVIL of this Vol, 
I wiſh 
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I wiſh you would aſk Dr. Stonbouſe's Opinion 
about Eph. iv. 16, with Relation to the anatomical 
Propriety of the Paſſage; and with his, give me 


your own.—l know nat what to do, about 7 
er 


May the Father of. Lights direct me] and not ſu 
me, either to write improperly, or to print precipi- 
tately— With Thanks for your Letter, and with 
Prayers for your Increaſe in Faith, in Love, and 
Holineſs; or, in that Kingdom of God, which is 
Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. Iam | 


ever your's, &c. 

DH ET.T ER NE: | 

Dear Mr. Nixon, | Miles's Lane, 1752. 
1 AM obliged to you, for the Favour done me by 
your Letter, and for the Honour done me by your 
Verſes to be engraved under my Mezzotinto Pic- 
ture, I ſhould have acknowledged both theſe Ob- 
ligations ſooner, if my Printſeller had not been di- 
latory in publiſhing the Picture; which is now 
tranſmitted to Dr. Stonbouſe, and deſires your Ac- 

ceptance. A 

I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called 
Honour, is a little capricious and whimſical. I for 
my Part, had taken my final Leave of her; ex- 
pected none of her Favours, and was become fa- 
miliarly acquainted with Contempt. How is it 
then, that ſhe ſingles out a Perſon, whoſe Name 
has long ago been ſtruck out of her Liſt ; and be- 
ſtows her Careſſes upon a mean Creature, that has 

been uſed to fit on the Dunghill? Oh that it ma 
be for the Glory of Chriſt's Grace, Chriſt's Wil. 
dom, Chriſt's | May I ſerve to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as a Cloud is ſubſervient to the Sun 
2 in 
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in the Firmament, which, though all gloomy in it- 
ſelf, exhibits a Rainbow; and thereby ſhews the 
World, what beautiful Colours are combined in 
that magnificent Luminary. 

You are pleaſed to inquire after my little Work ; 
þ dear Sir, add to your kind Inquiries, a Prayer to 
h God, that it may be executed under the Anointings 
ii of his Spirit, and appear (if ever it po, under 
the Influence of his Blefling. My late Sickneſs 
laid an abſolute Embargo upon it, for a conſiderable 


; *” - >, 


Wl! Time, and has ſo ſhattered my feeble Conſtiution, 
0 that I proceed like a Veſſel that has loſt its Rigging, 
16 and is full of Leaks, However ſlowly I advance 


in this Eſſay, may I grow daily in Grace, and in 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and meet you, dear Sir, in that happy, 
happy Haven, where we both would be. Till then 
be eaſed to rank, in the Number of your ſincere 
and affectionate Friends, 


your obliged humble Servant, &c. 


L BT TIN N. 


To his MorHER. | 
Honoured Madam, April 6. 


Received your Favour of the 4th Inſtant. Am 
very ſorry to find, my Father is ſo ill. I hope 
2nd earneſtly pray, that the great eternal Lord of 
Life and Death, will rebuke his Diſorder, and re- 
ſtore him to Health. Vou need not doubt of being 
remembered in my Supplications to the Throne of 
Grace. Oh that they were better! Oh that they 
proceeded from firmer Faith, and, were accompa- 
nied with greater Fervour / Poor and weak as they 
are, they are often put up in Behalf of my honoured 

Parents, that the God and Father of our Tr 
a eſus 
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( a8. 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, may ſtrengthen them with all Might, 


according to his glorious Power, unto all Patience 
and Long-ſuffering with Joyfulneſs, wor He give 
them an humble Reſignation to his bleſſed Will; 
enable them to rejoice even in their Tribulations, 
and make all Things work together for their Good 
— their exceeding great, and everlaſting Good. 

I have, in Obedience to your Orders, put my 
Affairs in Readineſs to leave the City; yet hope 
there will be no Occaſion for ſuch a ſpeedy Removal. 
—But if I ſhould come, alas! what can I do? My 
Weakneſs is inconceivable. None can know it, 
but the all-ſearching God. I am evidently worſe, 
now the milder Weather is adyancing. 

I am glad to hear my Siſter holds well, God al- 
ways mingles the Cup of Affliction with ſome ſweet- 
ening Drops. None but Chriſt, that dear and 
adored Redeemer—None but Chriſt, had Gall with- 


out any Honey, and Vengeance without any Mercy, 
Bleſſed be his moſt holy Name for enduring all 


Kind of Miſery, that we might want no Manner of 
Thing that is good. 


I am, Se. 


LETTER XVI. 


Dear Sir, Tottenham, October 18, 1751. 


W HAT ſhall I fay, or how ſhall I excuſe my- 
ſelf? I ſeem to be in the Condition of Pha- 
raob's Butler, who remembered not his good Friend 
Jeſeph, but forgat him.—Yet be aſſured, dear Sir, 
that I have not forget your Kindneſs; I have re- 
tained a warm Senſe of Gratitude in my Breaſt : 
The Reaſon of my not acknowledging your Favour 

fooner was this i propoſed to have tranſmitted m 
Piece to your Hands (that Part of it at leaſt, which 
C 3 was 


[ a2 J 


was to be enriched with your own Thoughts) that it 
might have the Advantage of your critical Reviſal, 
and judicious Corrections. But, extream Weak- 
neſs of Body, has retarded me in accompliſhing, 
has almoſt rendered me incapable of proſecuting 
the Work. To all which Infirmities the Providence 
of our all-wiſe heavenly Father, has been pleaſed to 
ſuperadd a violent Fever; which confined me for 


eight Weeks, and brought me to the very Brink of 
the Grave. I beg of you dear Sir, to accept my 


beſt Thanks for your Letter and its valuable 
Contents; though late in their Arrival, they are 


very ſincere in their Tender. I hope you will give 
me Leave to be obliged to you for one Favour 


more. If ever the divine Goodneſs ſhall enable me 


to complete my Defign, allow me to put it under 


your Examination; I ſhall fend it abroad into the 


World, with much leſs Trepidation, with much 
greater Satisfaction, if it has undergone the Scrutiny 


of your Judgment, and received the Correction of 
your Pen.—T am, at left I wiſh to be, ſenſible of 
my own Incapacity for handling the glorious, the 
divinely excellent Truths of God's everlaſting Goſ- 
pel. If the Apoſtle, who had been caught up into 
the third Heaven, could not forbear crying out with 
ſo much Vehemence, ho is ſufficcent for theſe 
Things ©” What, Oh what ſhall I ſay? Indeed, I 
have much Fear and Trembling of Heart, left I 
ſhould give ſome wrong Touch to the Ark; or by 
any imprudent, though officious Kiſs, may betray 
my divine Mafter to his Enemies, rather than re- 
commend him to the World, Good Sir, aſſiſt me 
with your Prayers, that if I write, I may be anoint- 
ed with that Unction from the Holy One, which 


may teach me all Things, and lead me into all 
Truth; which may furniſh me with the Tongue of 


the Learned, and give me the Pen of a ready 
Writer, G 
Have 
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Have you ſeen Mr. Taylor's late Treatiſe on the 
Sacrifice and Atonement of Feſus Chriſt? If you have, 
I ſhould be glad to know what Remarks occurred 
to your Mind on the Peruſal.— As you are a Lover 
of natural Philoſophy, I wiſh you would conſider the 
Blefling of Jep, Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. and 
favour me with your Sentiments upon that beauti- 
ful Paſſage.— I ſhould not make either this or the 
preceding Requeſt, if I had not the higheſt Opi- 
nion of the Freedom and Fidelity of your Temper, 
and the accurate Diſcernment of your Underſtand- 
ing.,—As the bleſſed God has been pleaſed to deaden 
your Senſe of Hearing, may he daily quicken your 


12 Senſes, to diſcern both Good and Evil. 


ay he give you to hear the ſweet and ſtill Voice 
of his good Spirit, witneſſing with your Spirit, that 
you are the Child of God, and an Heir of Glory! 


And would you implore the ſame Bleſſing for your 


unworthy Friend, it would be a Kindneſs moſt 
gratefully to be acknowledged by, dear Sir, _ 
your much obliged, and 


affectionate Servant, 
James HERver. 


P. S. We have put one of Mr. Moſes Browne's 
Children Apprentice to a handſome Buſineſs ; and 
it will be a Pleaſure to do fo worthy a Man all the 
Service that lies in my Power. 


LETTER WI. 
London, Miles's Lane, Dec. 22, 1751. 


Dear Siſter, | 
Y Eſterday in the Afternoon, Mr. ** and his Mo- 


ther called upon me; he offered to convey a 
„ Letteꝝ 
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Letter or any Meſſage to Heſlon. I could not ne- 
glect this Opportunity of ſending you my beſt Wiſhes, 
and the Congratulations of the Seaſon. | 
Pleaſe to thank my Mother for her kind Letter, 
— The Wine was to have come laſt Week, but my 
Brother forgot to give the neceſſary Orders, until 
it was too late. I hope no ſuch Diſappointment 
will happen, if we live to fee the End of this Week. 


JI wiſh you much of the divine Preſence, and Joy 


of the Lord in uſing it. May we all drink of thoſe 
living Waters, which Chriſt Jeſus has promiſed in 
his Goſpel ! Of which they, who drink, ſhall thirſt 
no more ; but they ſhall be in them a Well of Wa- 
ter, ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. Pray let me 
know, what thoſe living Waters mean ? 

I have no Preſent to make you this Chriſimas, un- 
leſs you will accept one from God's holy Word. 
In the ninth Chapter of 1/aiah, it is foretold, that 
poor Sinners, ſhall not only have a good Hope, but 
ſhall even rejoice before God. Rejoice with ex- 
ceeding great Joy; ſuch as the "ae 12k feels, 
when he gathers in his Harveſt, and receives the 
Reward of all his Toil. Such as the Soldier expe- 
riences, when he has conquered his Enemy, and is 
dividing the Spoil, | 

What ſhall be the Source of this Joy ?—Their 
worldly Wealth? Alas! Riches make themſelves 
Wings, and fly away, They profit not in the Day 
of Wrath.—Their carnal Pleaſures? "Theſe are 
always Froth, and frequently Gall. To be ena- 
moured with theſe, is Death. — Their own good 
Deeds? Theſe are a broken Reed, a filthy Rag; 
and ſhould cover us with Confuſion, not fill us with 
Conceit. W hence then is this Joy to flow? From 
Chriſt, wholly from Chriſt: He is the rich Gift of 
God: He is the Pearl of great Price; the only 
Conſolation of Sinners, and the ſupreme Joy of his 


People, —Therefore the Prophet adds, in the Lan- 


guage 
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guage of Triumph and Exultation, © To as a Child 


« js horn, to vs a Son is given, and the Govern- 
« ment ſhall be upon his Shoulders, and his Name 
« ſhall be called Wonderfu!, Counſcilor, the mighty God, 
ce the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace.” This 
Child is Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Foundation of all our 
Comfort, the Spring of all true Delight. He is the Son 
of the 19? High, yet given to be made Man, to be 
made a Sacrifice, to be made a Curſe, for us.-So 
great, that the Government of univerſal Nature is 
upon his Shoulders. The Sceptre of ſupreme Au- 
thority is in his Hand: He is Head over all Things 
to his Church.—So glorious, that his. Name ſhall 
be called Wonderful. God and Man in one match- 
leſs and marvellous Perſon, cloathed with Clay, yet 
poſſeſſed of all the Fulneſs of the Godhead. Like 
Jacob's Ladder; whoſe Foot was fixed on Earth, 
while the Summit was loſt in the Skies.—So gra- 
cious, that he is the Counſellor to inſtruct ignorant 
Creatures, and by his Word and Spirit make them 
wiſe unto Salvation. The mighty God; to ſubdue 
our Iniquities, to write his Laws in our Hearts, 
and make us Partakers of a divine Nature. The 
Prince of Peace; reconciling us to God by his 
Death, and making Peace by the Blood of his Croſs; 
by applying theſe Bleſſings to our Conſciences, fill- 
ing us with that Peace of God, which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding. The everlaſting Father; to cheriſh 
us under the Wings of his Providence and Grace; 
to make all Things work together for our Good ; 
and prepare for us an everlaſting Inheritance; even 


the Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 


fadeth not away.—Oh may the adorable Redeemer 
be all this to us | The Prophet repeats this Expreſ- 
ſion, To us. This Circumſtance is of the laſt Im- 
3 Then only is Chriſt our Fountain of 

ife, and full of Delights, when he is all this, does 
all this, to uc, even to us. 
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Let this Scripture be the Subject of our Medita- 


tion, amidſt the approaching Solemnity. And may 
an everlaſting Senſe of its Bleſſings, give an addi- 
tional, a heavenly Reliſh to all our other Enter- 
tainments |! 


I am your affectionate Brother, 


JAMES HERVEY, 


SS 4 TER. XVII. 


Dear Sir, 


T is not the Difficulty of anſwering Dr. C**'s 

Queſtions that makes me avoid it, but the diſ- 
agreeable Nature of the Office. As it will oblige 
me to ſhew, that he entirely m/takes both the Na- 
ture of the Scriptures, and the Nature of Man. He 
would make Dr. * ®*'s and Dr. *** Sentiments of 
Things, the Tauch- ſtone of divine Revelation. What 
is level to their Apprehenſions, muſt be right ; what 
comports with their Notions, muſt be true. At 


this rate, they are not Doers of the Law, but Judges. 


On the contrary, if they do not underſtand the Doc- 
trine of Union with Chriſt, or the Fitneſs of free 
Juſtification to promote Holineſs, it is becauſe their 
Underſtandings are darkened: It is a Sign, that 
they want the Eye-ſalve; a Proof, that their Senſes 
= 0 exerciſed to diſcern between Good and 

vil. 

Dr. C** has Roman Virtue ; but indeed he very 
much wants the Eye-falve. He ſees no Glory and 
Comelineſs in Chriſt; but much in his own Con- 
formity to the Commands of his Maker. —While 
ſuch Sentiments poſſeſs the Mind, People have no 
Eyes to diſeern the Beauty of free Grace. Chriſt 
is juſt as inſignificant, as the Phyſician's offering to 
preſcribe for a Perſon in perfect Health, I am ſure, 


wy 


WS 

my poor, lame, mangled Conformity to my Ma- 
ker's Commands, fills me with Shame, and would 
make me hang down my Head as a Bulruſh, But 
my Lord's Death, my Lord's Obedience, my divine 
Lord's Merit, encourages me, emboldens me, and 
enables me to ſay, <* Who ſhall condemn me ?”— 
Be pleaſed by the bye, to compare Dr. C***s Foun- 
dation for Comfort and Confidence, with St. Paul's, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who is in the right, I leave 
ou to determine. I will only venture to aſlert, 
that Paul of Tarſus had as much Conformity to the 
Commands of his Maker as our amiable Friend. 
Oh! that He was leſs amiable in his own Eyes; 
and knew himſelf to be“ wretched, and miſera- 
« ble, and poor, and blind and naked.” See Rev. 

iii. 17. 
"tt A Perſuaſion of our Reconciliation to God, 
c previous to our Performance of holy Duties.” — 
Dr. C** aſks, what is the Foundation of ſuch a 
Perſuaſion ?—To which I anſwer, The Doctrine 
delivered by St. Paul, Rom. v. 10. When we were 
Enemies, we were reconciled to God by the Death 
of his Son. From this Paſſage he will ſee, that 
Reconciliatioa to God is previous to our Perform- 
ance of holy Duties. It is a Bleſſing procured for 
Enemies; and to fay, that Enemies have performed 
holy Duties, is to confound the Difference between 
Rebels and Subjects; is to make Rebellion and Al- 
legiance the fame. —Nay more, this Bleſſing has 
no Manner of Dependance on our Performance of 
holy Duties, becauſe it is procured, not partially, 
but wholly procured by the Death of Chriſt, It is 
not ſaid, when we, who were ſometime Enemies, 
began to perform holy Duties ; but when we were 
Enemies, while we were Enemies, and conſidered 
only as Enemies. Then, even then.—Wonderous 
Grace! Grace worthy of a God! Will not ſuch 


Grace incline the Rebels to throw down their Arms ? 
Dr, 


11 


Dr. C** having laid down ſome Premiſes, 


makes this Inference; “ Hence the Phraſe of our 
« Reconciliation to God, when we have renounced 
„ our Sins.” But does this Inference tally with 
the Apoſtle's Declaration, or is it the proper Con- 
ſequence of his Doctrine? Let not the acute Diſ- 
putant, but the Way-faring Man judge. 

« ur bleſſed Saviour, adds the Doctor, directly 


tc aſſerts, that the Performance of religious Duties 


is the ſole Evidence of our Reconciliation.” We 
are not inquiring about the Evidences of Reconci- 
liation, but about the May to acquire them. To 
deter mine, what are the Evidences of a Cure, is 


eaſy enough; but to preſcribe the expeditious and 


certain Method of wor#ing the Cure, this is the 
Thing we want, Here according to my poor Opi- 
nion, Mr. Harſball excells as much in the ſpiritual, 
as Dr. C** in the animal Therapeutica. 

Dr. C** urges our Lord's Words, „ Ye 
« are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 
* you.” —Wandering from the Point again. The 
Dueſtion is, how we ſhall be animated, ſtrengthened, 
and enabled to do them? 

Upon this ſubject Reaſz7 tells us, that ſuch a Diſ- 
charge of religious Duties can alone convince a 
Chriſtian of the Sincerity of his Profeſſion, —It 
may be ſo; but pray, Madam —_— don't be im- 
pertinent, we did not aſk your Opinion upon the 


Point; if you would ſpeak to the Purpoſe, you muſt 


tell us, how we may be enabled to diſcharge theſe 
religious Duties. Does your Ladyſhip know, which 
is the fir/? religious Duty? I queſtion it; be con- 
tent therefore to receive Information from Scrip- 
ture. Thou ſhalt eve the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart. This is the firſt religious Duty; now 


tell Dr. C** and me, tell us honeſtly and expli- 


citly, how we can perform this Duty? Is it poſſible 
to love the Lord, to love him with all our Heart, if 
| we 
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we look upon him as incenſed againſt us, unrecon- 
ciled to us? Is it poſſible to love him when we ap- 
prehend ourſelves to be under his JYrath, or ſuſpett 
that he will prove an Enemy to us at the laſt? _ 
The Doctor having an _ Opinion of Rea- 
ſon 4 than I, is a greater Favourite with her, I 
would therefore beg to know of him, what Reply 
ſhe makes to this Interrogatory ; and I promiſe be- 
fore-hand, that I will ſtand to her Award, if ſhe 
can point out any. Method of practiſing this Duty, 
different from that propoſed by Mr. Marſball; then 
my favourite Author and myſelf, will ſubmit to the 
Charge of Enthuſiaſm, 
2dly, A A rw of our future Enjoyment of 
& the heavenly Happineſs, previous to our Perform- 
“ ance of holy Duties.” | | 
I aſk Mr. Hervey, © what is the Foundation of 
&« ſach a Perſuaſion ?' - Mr. Hervey anſwers, our 
free Juſtification through Jeſus Chriſt, which we 
receive under the Character of ungodly Perſons ; con- 
ſequently, before the Performance of good Works, 
* Rom. iv. 5.—I anſwer again: The free Promiſe 
of God. God hath given unto us eternal Life, 
I John v. 11. But is not this Promiſe founded on 
eur own Duties and Obedience? MM, but on the 
Duties and Obedience of our great Mediator. This 
Life is in his Son. | 
In the firſt Book of the ſacred Writings is this 
Important Interrogatory, made by God Himſelf; If 
thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? Here 
I beg Leave to aſk, in my Turn, Which is the 
Perſon, who does well? Dr. C**, who would per- 
ſuade us to reject the Gift of God, (1 John v. 11.) 
and not believe his Word? Or Mr. Marſhall, who 
would engage us to credit the divine Declaration, 
and receive the divine Gift? The Apoftle ſays, by 


f Reaſon I mean, in her preſent allen State. 
not 
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not believing this Record, we make God a Liar, 
1 John v. 10. And ſhall we call this doing well? 
or is this the Way to be accepted? _ | 

The Doctor farther urges, in the very laſt Chap- 
ter of the ſame facred Volumes we are told, © Bleſ- 
« ſed are they, who do his Commandments, that 
« they may have a Right to the Tree of Life.” — 
Let me aſk again, does the Doctor reinember, what 
the Commandments of the Almighty are? He may 
ſee them reduced to two Particulars, and ranged in 
the exacteſt Order, 1 John iii. 23. The firſt of 
theſe Commandments is, that we believe on the 
Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Let the Doctor 
only interpret this Precept, tell me what is included 
in this Injunction, and I am inclined -to think, he 
will find each of Mr. /Jar/hail's preliminary Arti- 
cles, contained in its Import. To believe in Chriſt, 
is to live under a Perſuaſion, that He has died to re- 
concile me to God; that he has obeyed to obtain eter- 
nal Life for me, and intercedes in Heaven, that I 
may receive the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. —Take 
away theſe Ingredients from Faith, and its Spirit 
evaporates; its very Life expires; you have nothing 
left, but a mere Caput mortuum. 

The Doctor charges us © with ſpiritual Pride,” 
But is it Pride, to confeſs ourſelves ungodly W retches ; 
and as ſuch, to receive free Juſtification from infi- 
nitely rich Grace'?—< With Preſumption and un- 
«* warrantable Perſuaſions. But is that a preſump- 
tuons Claim, or that an wnwarrantable Perſuaſion, 
which is founded on the infallible Promiſe of God, 
and implied in the very Nature of Faith ?—He bids 
us © Beware, leſt we be the Dupes of our own Cre- 
% dulity:“ We thank him for the friendly Admo- 
nition; and, to ſhew our Gratitude, we would ſug- 
geſt a Caution to our worthy Friend, that before 
he argues on a religions Subject, he would gain 
clearer Ideas of its Nature: He talks of Reconci- 

| liation, 
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Tiation, as implying Concern and Grief. Here he 


fights with a Shadow, and a Shadow of his own 
raiſing: No Mortal ever affirmed or dreamed of 
any ſuch Thing. Reconciliation is neither more nor 
leſs, than a Removal of Offence, and a Reſtoration 
to Favour. He mentions Mr. Marſball's three Pro- 
poſitions, as the reguiſite Signals of Faith, whereas 
they are the . e Parts, the very Eſſence of 
Faith: They differ as much from a Signal, as the 
florid Blood and lively Spirits differ from the Bloom 
on the Cheek, or the Sparkle in the Eye. — He tells 
us, © that the Faith of the Jews was one Thing; 
ce but after our Saviour's Death, the Faith of the 
&« Gentiles was another.” St. Paul, who was a 
Jew by Birth, and an Apoſtle of the Gentiles by Of- 
tice, tells us tne very reverſe. There is one Faith, 
of which, Chriſt the aa ſlain from the Founda- 


tion of the World, was, and is the invariable Object. 


To Him give all the Prophets, as well as all the 
Apoſtles, witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. Believing in Chriſt, 
we ſee, is the one conſtant, unalterable Way, in 
which both Fews and Gentiles, the Hearers of the 
Prophets and the Converts of the Apoſtles, obtained 

Pardon, Life, and Glory, 5 
Had Dr. C** obſerved this Caution, He would 
not have ſpent ſo many needleſs and random Words 
on the third Propoſition, which proceed upon an 
abſolute 2 of the Point. WE Advocates 
for Self- ſufficiency in Man!” I wonder how the 
ingenious Doctor can entertain ſuch a Suſpicion; 
eſpecially as he knows, we have ſubſcribed, we be- 
lieve, and we maintain the tenth Article of our 
Church. He has blamed us for this Belief; there- 
fore he ſhould, in all Reaſon, blame himſelf for thoſe 
extravagant Excurſions of his Pen; which are juſt 
as far from Sobriety and Fact, as the Antipodes are 
from the Latitude of London. Our Maxim, and 
Mr, 
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Mr. Marſhalls Meaning is Though leſs than No- 
thing, though worſe than Nothing in Ourſelves, we 
can do all Things through Chriſt's ſtrengthening 
us. I am, Oc. &c. 


rr A. 


Saturday Morning. 


HALL I beg you to tell Dr. C:tton, that his 

beautiful /7/zons* were by Dodſley the Bookſeller 
put into the Hands of a very pious and ingenious 
Friend of mine, who propoſes an Alteration in the 
ninth Line of the ſixty-ninth Page of the fifth Edi- 
tion, where he would read eſs inſtead of Virtue. 


At that important Hour of Need, 
Teſus ſhall prove a Friend indeed. 


But I am not of his Opinion, unleſs an uniform 
Vein of evangelical Doctrine had run through the 
whole: This I muſt confeſs I could have been glad 
to have ſeen in ſo elegant a Poem, where Spenſer's 
Fancy, and Prior's Eaſe are united: And I hope if 
the Doctor ſhould ever write any more Poetry, he 
will take this important Hint into his Conſidera- 
tion; indeed he ought, for even in his Viſion on 
Death, he has not paid the leaſt regard to Chriſt our 
Redeemer, the Conqueror of Death. I preſume 
they ſell according to our Wiſhes. May they un- 
der the Blefling of a moſt gracious God, impart 
Good to the World, and bring Gain to the amiable 
Author | 

If I miſtake not, you are a ſubſcribing Member 


of the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge: 


Will you be fo kind as to procure for me a Dozen 
of Bibles, and a Dozen of the Biſhop of Man on 
the Lord's Supper ?—lI give away this to Commu- 
* See Page 16 of this Volume, 
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(32 1 WE 
nicants, becauſe it has the Communion Service in 
it; and becauſe it is more evangelical; and leſs ex- 
ceptionable than the Generality of what ate called 
Preparations for, or Companions at the Sactament; 
—too many of which Books, by long Ptayers for 
each Day in the Week, and by injudicious Repre- 
ſentations, have ſometimes, I fear a contraty Effect 
to what was intended. I had once a Deſign, nor 
have I wholly laid it afide, of extracting from Tenks's 
Office of Devdtion the few Leaves He has there wrote 
ſo pathetically on the Sacrament, and of ptinting 
them with the Communion Service after the Mati- 
ner of the Biſhop of Man; adding on the Sides ſuit= 
able Obſervations of my own to * Fenks's De- 
ficiencies: I propoſe likewiſe to add what Marſball 
ſays on the Subject, and inſert from the Biſhop of 
Man, his ſhort, yet ſtriking Meditations on ſome 
well-choſen Texts of Scripture, which will be of 
Service to every one; particularly to thoſe, who are 
unaccuſtomed to meditate, or have no Talents for 
it, and conſequently want ſuch an Afiſtance to em- 
ploy the Time while others are receiving the Bread 
and Wine.—What ſays my Fidus Achates to this? 
— Give it a Place in your Thoughts; and, however 
we may determine on this, let us determine to cleave 
more cloſely to the Lord, and wait upon our God 
continually | Unto zhee lift I up mine Eyes, O thou 
that dwelleſt in the Heavens. Let this be our Pat- 
tern, and ſuch our Practice. To his tender Care, 
and continual Guidance, I conimit you, and am, 


cordially your's, &c, 


LET TEES 


Dear Sir, ; A WWeflon, 1756. 
Confeſs I am covetous, and like covetous People, 


unreaſonable; I was in hope of receiving another 
Vo I. II. | 


Favour 


t 0-3 


Favour from your Pen, before I troubled you with 
another Solicitation. —But an Affair has lately hap- 
pened, or rather a Project has ſtarted in my Mind, 
which 1 will lay before you.—On Sunday laſt a 
neighbouring Clergyman ſent me for my Peruſal, a 
Sermon preached by Dr. T* *, before the Houſe of 
Commons, on the f 
ruſed it, and ſaw not a ſingle Mention of Chri/t, nor 
a ſingle Hint of an evangelical Nature, I was ſur- 
prilel and grieved: And ſo much the more, as it 
was preached by one of the moſt celebrated Divines 
in the Kingdom, and before the whole Kingdom 
convened in their Repreſentatives. I thought it was 


a Pity that ſuch a notorious Slight put upon our 


moſt glorious Redeemer, ſhould paſs without Ani- 
madverſions. I could not forbear wiſhing, that the 
Lord would enable me, even me (the leaſt and 
weakeſt in my heavenly Father's Houſe) to bear my 
Teſtimony for Jeſus who was crucified, I therefore 
conceived ſome "Thoughts of publiſhing a Sermon 

reached at VMeſton, upon a Subject ſomewhat ſimi- 
be to his; for though mine is Tignes plain, and 
deſtitute of the polite Doctor's Embelliſhments, yet 
it has more of Chriſt, and his Goſpel. I alſo ap- 
prehended, if to this were prefixed and ſubjoined 
ws Remarks upon the Doctor's Performance, it 
might not be unſeaſonable, nor unprofitable. Now, 
my dear Friend, if * approve the Deſign, would 
you draw up ſome Remarks upon the Doctor's Diſ- 
courſe, while I am endeavouring to retrieve my Ser- 
mon, from a few Hints, which I happened on that 
Occaſion to put down in Short- Hand? I will or 
to you, my Heart almoſt trembles at the Proſpect of 
appearing in Print againſt ſo eminent a Man. And 
if you do not think it proper to be my Help and 
Abettor, I muſt drop the Deſign. May the Lord 


+ The Publick Faſt in February 1756. 


Jeſus, 


ate publick + Faſt. When I pe- 
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Jeſus, whoſe Honour is concerned, whoſe Blood and 
Righteouſneſs, whoſe Spirit and Grace have bee 
diſregarded, and treated as Cyphers; may he direct 

our Determination, fructify your Invention, give 
you all Knowledge and all Utterance ! What think 
you of this Method of proceeding *—Making Re- 
marks upon the unevangelical Paſſages—Pointing 
out the Places where an Opportunity offered of en- 
larging upon Goſpel Topicks—Exemplifying this - 
Goſpel-Manner, and ſhewing that it would be no 
Prejudice, but give infinite Weight and Force to 
the Argument: But I leave all to the blefled God, 
and my dear Friend. —Your laſt, I think, is a moſt 
maſterly Piece of Controverſy, for which I am your 
Debtor. May you now be enabled to out-do your- 
ſelf. The Subject and the Occaſion are of the laſt 
Importance; if you are inclined to exert yourſelf, 
ray let it be in the courtly Manner. You laſt 
Pen was dipt in Vinegar, let this be dipt in Oil. 

My Sermon was on that Text, Zzek. xviii. 27. 

I ſhall wait, with inceſſant Prayer to Him, whoſe 
Name is WonDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, till I re- 
ceive your Anſwer, 


And am, 
moſt affectionately your's, 
| J. Hervey. 


LETTER 2 


Mr. Hervey's Friend on conſidering the Propoſal in 
the preceding Letter wrote the 1 and ad- 
dreſſed it to Dr. T ***k, the Preacher of the Faſt 
Sermon in 1756, on Jerem. xviii. 7, 8.— ft is here 
printed, as the Obſervations therein contained 
Poſſubly be in Va Meaſure 2 of the Good, 

which Mr. Hervey intended by ſuch like Remarks. 

D 2 Reverend 


5 


Reverend Sir, 
8 O ME Time ago was put into my Hands a Ser- 


mon of your's on Jer. xviii. 7, 8. preached be- 
fore the honourable Houſe of Commons, on the 
Day of the late publick Faſt ; wherein I thought I 
faw ſome very material Omiſſions and Miſtakes, 
which I feared might hinder the Succeſs of your y 
- . „ 
ingenious Performance; and therefore, as I would . 
neither have you to labour in vain, nor the beſt Uſe 
of ſuch alarming Calls of divine Providence neglected, 
I could not but give you the "Trouble of a Letter 
upon this Occaſion. 4 
Nothing can be more proper, at ſuch Seaſons, 
than ſerious Diſcourſes upon Repentance and Refor- 
mation: Times of Affliction are moſt likely to be 
Times of Reflection, and when it pleaſes the moſt 
High thus to open the Heart, it is then the Time 
for his Servants to ſow the good Seed of his Word. 
To prepare Men for this, God's Judgments fly 
ſwift as the Light. To prepare Men for this, he 
ſhews by his Prophets, and lays by the Word of his 
Mouth : And happy, eternally happy, are thoſe, who 
1 are influenced thereby, to return from their evil 
A Ways, and to make their Ways and their Doings 
l good: For thus runs the divine Promiſe “ At 
« what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
© and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
i pull down, and to deſtroy; if that Nation againſt 
1 „ whom I have pronounced this, turn from their 
x % Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought to 
[ «© do unto them.” Fer. xviii. 7, 8. | 
al Such is God's gracious Declaration, which no 
1 Goſpel-Miniſter can read, but it muſt remind him 
* of two Things. Firſt, that this Promiſe is made in 
| Chriſt Jeſus, and therefore can belong to none but 
thoſe who forſake their Sins and return unto God 


1 by Him. Secondly, This Return then from Evil 
| 3 muſt 
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muſt be accompliſhed through the Grace and Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, And, 

Firſt, The Mention of this, and every other Pro- 
ik in the Book of God, mult remind the Goſpel- 
_—_— that it is made in Chriſt Jeſus. St. Paul hath 
aſſured us that © all the Promiſes of God in Him are 
Vea, (made) “ and in Him, Amen,” (confirmed; ) 
and if all the Promiſes of God are made and confirmed 
in Him, then this, as one, muſt be made in Him. The 
Redeemer himſelf has informed us, —“ That He is 
„ the Way, and the Truth, and the Life, and that 
« 79 Man can come unto the Father but by Him.” 
But to turn from Evil, and to come unto the Fa- 
ther, are Terms of the ſame Import. Beſides, we 
know, that it is only through Jeſus Chriſt, that we 
have Peace with God, and that it.is only through 
Teſus Chriſt, that God has reconciled the Wotld to 
Himſelf. Can two then walk together except 
<« they are agreed?” Can God ſheath the Sword of 
his Juſtice before he is reconciled to us? If not, 
how can he repent of the Evil that he thought to 
do unto us? And if he repents not of the Evil, 
which he thought to do unto us, where is our Inte- 
reſt in the Promiſe *—But, what Need of any more 
Words, when it is moſt evident, that it is the Son 
of God who here ſpeaks by the Prophet? The ſame 


| Perſon promiſes Mercy, who had threatened to de- 


{troy with the ſevereſt Judgments : Now we know, 
that the Father judges no Man, but has commit- 
C ted all Judgment to the Son; that all Men ſhould 
„ honour the Son, as they honour the Father.” It 
is very plain then, that all, who return from Evil, 


muſt return by Chriſt ; they muſt return with his 


Price in their Hands, and his Robe upon their Backs, 
and then, and not till then, they are ſafe, ſafe for 

Time and Eternity. | | 
Secondly, When the Goſpel-Miniſter reads this 
gracious Promiſe, he will remember, that ſuch a Re- 
D 3 turning 


oF + ap 

turning from Evil muſt be accompliſhed through the 
Grace, and Spirit of Chri/t. | 

How can we, who are not ſufficient of Ourſelves 

to think a good "thought of Curſelves, think of re- 


turning to God and Holinels? Can the Captive who 


is in Love with his Chains long for Liberty? Can 
the Sinner, who is fond of his Sins, deſire to relin- 
quiſh them? No; it is as poſhble for the Ethiopian 
to change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots, as for 
18, who are accuſtomed to do Evil, to learn to do 
well. Nay, far more poſlible; for, to accompliſh 
this, they need only to change their Hue; but be- 
fore we can attain to Holineſs, we mult change our 
Nature: We muſt make Ourſelves a new Heart 
and a new Spirit; (Ezek. xviii. 31.) we mult quit 
the Grave, and ariſe from the Dead, and who is ſuf- 
ficient for theſe Things? Therefore, the Maſter 
fays,—< No Man can come unto me, except the 
„ Father, which hath ſent me, draw him.”— And 
again“ Ye have not choſen me, but I have choſen 
you, and have ordained you to bring forth Fruit, 
and that your Fruit ſhould remain.— For with- 
& out me ye can do Nothing.” —And his Apoſtles 
aſſert, that © by Grace we are faved through Faith, 
& and that not of Ourſelves, it is the Gift of God:“ 
that every Grace is the Fruit of his Spirit, of whoſe 


Fulneſs we have received, and Grace for Grace; 


and that we are created anew unto good Works, 
which God had before ordained, that we ſhould walk 
in them. 3 Uh 
Now, Sir, are theſe the true Sayings of God ? Are 
theſe the very Words of our Lord, and his Apoſ- 
tles?—Then undoubtedly to refuſe them, is to re- 
fuſe him, who ſpeaks from Heaven: And if ſo, how 
comes it to paſs, that you have unhappily forgot to 
take Notice of theſe 1 hings upon this folemn Oc- 
caſion? God promiſes Security to all, who forſake 
their Sins, and return unto him in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
| yet 


[ 39 ] 


yet Jeſus Chriſt is never mentioned in your Ser- 
mon. Without divine Grace, and the ſanctifying 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, we can do Nothing ; 
and yet there we hear Nothing of divine Grace, or 
the Holy Spirit. TFoab ready to take Rabbah, the 
royal City of the Ammonites, ſo ordered the Cam- 
paign that his Maſter David might have the Honour 
of the Victory: But here is a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
who attacks a Citadel of human Corruption, and 
never ſo much as once thinks of CGhr:/?, through 
whom he muſt conquer. Here is a Chriſtran Mi- 
niſter, who leaving the lively Oracles, undertakes 
piritual Wickedneſſes with the carnal Weapons of 
a Tully and Demoſthenes. Miſtake me not, I ſpeak 
not againſt Oratory as ſuch ; but if a Roman or a 
Greek Philoſopher, who had never heard of Chriſt, 
can ſay as much againſt the Vices of the Age, as 
o can, who have from your Infancy been educated 
in the Chriſtian Religion, what ſay you more than 
others? Is not this too much to ſight that bleeding 
dying Lamb of God, who alone can take away the 

Sin of the World? 
But the S/ight put upon our Maſter's Words is 
not all; your not taking Notice of theſe Things, has 
unhappily led you into 1;/takes, which are utterly 
inconſiſtent with his Undertaking.—Y ou call upon 
us © by every Act of Humiliation and Repentance 
* to deſerve the Protection of Heaven;” and 
throughout your whole Diſcourſe you labour hard to 
fix our Hopes upon this Baſis, and our after Obe- 
dience. But ean the ſincereſt Repentance, or the 
deepeſt Humiliation, deſerve the Favour of God, 
and the Remittance of Puniſhment ? If , then fal- 
len Adam might have broken in Pieces the Chains 
of eternal Death, in which he was holden: And 
then, what Need of ſhedding the Blood of the pro- 
. miſed Seed? What Need of ſuch a Sacrifice to ap- 
peaſe God, if he was already appeaſed, or could be 
D 4 h appeaſed 
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appeaſed by the Relentings of Man? Briefly, If the 
Death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchale eternal 
Redemption for us, then our Repentance and Humi- 
liation can never deſerve the divine Favour, 

Nor can our after Qbedience procure ſuch Protec- 
tion. Perfect Obedience is a Debt continually due 
from every Creature as ſuch; and the Payment of 
a Debt due now, can never be a Compenſation for 
the Non-payment of Arrears : Nor can the mot 
exact Payment of what is due from one's Self, be 
eſteemed the leaſt Part of Payment of what is due 
from another ; and therefore where the Debt is Obe- 
dience, as all Creatures are bound to obey at all 
Times, none but a God can pay off the Score of 
any one Delinquent. This is a tremendous Con- 
ſideration, even ſuppoſing true Repentance, and a 
thorough Reformation, were wholly in our own 
Power : But when as Sinners we are entirely with- 
out Strength, (Rom. v. 6, 8.) when (as I have al- 
ready obſerved) theſe Gifts are perfectly dependent 
upon Grace, and the good Spirit of God; ſurely, 
to talk of deſerving the Fayour of Heaven by them, 
muſt be extremely ab/urd, Nor is it only extremely 
abſurd, but extremely dangerous; as it places the 
Merit of Works higher than ever the Papiſis placed 
it, and is utterly 8 with the humble Ge- 
nius of the Proteſtant Religion. 

But your Neglect of taking proper Notice of theſe 
Things, not only leads you to diſregard the expreſs 
Sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his Work, but 
to heal the Wounds of the Daughter of God's Peo- 
ple o4gbth You complain of our & Profaneneſs and 
* Immorality ; of our Profligacy and unjuſt Oppo- 
„ ſition to lawful Authority; of our Diſregard to 
C Decency and good Manners, as well as to the 
« Laws of our Country; of that unlawful Purſuit 
“of Pleaſure, that Luxury and Extravagance, which 
“ inſenſibly preys upon the Conſtitution, debaſes 


ee tae 


w 
La 


=> 
fl of : 
* . 
„ 


* WA 
LO A. * # p 
_— 


wit a, La TY, — 5 Y 4 ws, > WS =. 2 2 * „„ * th 2 
8 . 2 * XL *** „ <4 * — Fe 6 wo - "a % (EL * » x er _ ue S 
&: p Ps Ed ＋ 2 0 ns r 8 7 4 + —_ y Pl! Fae uy vs - 
. _— nt. ne 7 we 1 =, 2+; b | - «4 "Mp x A : « *% "RTFM F 
|; 8 * * — > WW oe Lo _ wn; —_— N %.- r wv oy ba ws b. . vw 4_ — > 
* < g * . q ö TT Cane Þ a 4 : 8 Ku - . 4 2 
P : . * _ = - *%S0 — h 
- - ' — 5 * , . 


(42 ] 


6 the Senſe, and corrupts the Morals of our Peo- 
« ple.” And theſe are Evils, of which you ought 
to complain: They are the ſure Signs of a declin- 
ing conſumptive State, and can never be enough 
lamented. But then, you never touch upon that 
Noot of Bitterneſs which bears this Gall and Worm- 
wood: You ſay nothing of our Unbelizf, which 
keeps us at a Diſtance from God, from whom we 
muſt receive every good and perfect Gift: You ſay 
nothing of Faith, without which it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe him, to turn from Evil or return to him. 
Nor do you take the leaſt Notice of our Enmity to 
the bleſſed Feſus, and his holy Goſpel; of that Prone- 
cſs ta Rebellion and Naughtineſs of Heart, from 
whence proceeds every evi, Thought, and Word 
and Work. Theſe Things you ought to have re- 


membered, and not to have forgotten the other. 


Had you remarked upon theſe Evils in the moral 
View you have taken of our national V ices, it would 
naturally have led you to point out ſuitable Reme- 
dies. You muſt then have perſuaded us to labour 
after an Union with Chriſt, the Fountain of Grace, 
by Faith; and this radical Union with Him would 
have produced a moral Union, and have transformed 
us into his Likeneſs: Where Faith had been im- 
planted, Love would have flowed ; and where Love 
had flowed, there muſt have been ready and chear- 
ful Obedience; for the End of the Commandment 
is Charity, out of a pure Heart, and Faith un- 
feigned. But without theſe gracious Habits inter- 
nally wrought, what will all the outward Reforma- 
tion in the World do for us? Have you not read of 
the Phariſees? Did not theſe People keep clean the 
Outſide of the Cup and the Platter ? Far from being 
guilty of any ſcandalous Immorality, they prayed 
in the Streets, made broad their Phylacteries, faſted 
twice a Week, and gave Tythes of all that they 
poſſeſſed: Yet were their inward Parts ſo filthy, 
that 


19 } 


that they finally became obnoxious to a Judgment 
ten thouſand Times worſe than what has befallen 
the unhappy Inhabitants of Liſbon, Let us not de- 
cetve Qurſelves ; neither outward Reformation, nor 
outward Morality are ſufficient ; neither outward 
Profeſſions, nor outward Duties will make a Man a 
wee The King's Daughter is all glorious 
within, as well as without; and if we belong to the 
Redeemer, we muſt be ſanciiſied by him both in 
Soul, and Body, and Spirit. 

If you would reform the World, PREACH THE 
Goseer: The Goſpel contains the only Motives, 
that can poſſibly prevail upon any to embrace it. 
People may tall of the Amiableneſs of the Divine 
Being, and the Charms of Virtue, thereby to allure 
us to return to the one, and to embrace the other; 
but without a true Faith in the Promiſes of Pardon 
and Acceptance, true Repentance can never be at- 
tained ; and a free and gracious Pardon, and Accept- 
ance is no where promiſed, but in the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt. The Goodneſs of God freely offering Par- 
don and Peace, muſt lead us back to Him, or we 
approach Him no more. Earthquakes, Famine, 
Pettilence, or any other Evils, have their Uſe only 
as they diſcover to us our preſent Condition, and 

reatly enhance the ere Kindneſs; but we love 
God becaule he firſt loved us We love Jeſus Chriſt 
becauſe he obeyed, and died for us, and his great 


Love thus manifeſted, does not urge, but conſtrain 


us to love him again; becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then we are all dead; and He 
died for all, that they, who live ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto Themſelves, but unto Him which died 
for them, and roſe again. Theſe are the Cords of 
a Man, and the Bands of Love, wherewith we are 
drawn to our heavenly Father, Herein is Love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins ; 
an 


( a} 


and if God fo loved us, ſurely we ought to love 
Him again, and to teſtify our Love by a ſuitable 


Obedience. When no Creature (as I have hinted) 


could furniſh a Righteouſneſs, that might be im- 


puted to us, who can but {tand amazed, that the 


Father ſhould ſend his py on. <P Son to obey 
in our Stead? When no Creature could bear the 
Wrath of an offended God, and by dying overcome 
Death, who can but ſtand amazed, that the Son of 


God ſhould be ſent to ſuffer and to dic, that we 


might live through Him? — Who can but ſtand 
amazed, that the Son of God ſhould take our Na- 
ture upon Himſelf, that he might thus obey, and giz 
for us? How can we behold him thus azing for us, 
and not die to that Sin, for which he died? When 
Love ſo unprecedented ſpeaks fo loud, who can. but 
hear, and wonder, and return to the Lord? 
What I have ſaid, I think, plainly ſhews, that 
our Diſcourſe might have been far more evangeli- 
cal; and as plainly ſhews, what juperior Motives to 
Repentance and Reformation would have occurred if 
it had been ſo; ſo that, humbly recommending my 
Remarks to your ſerious Conſideration, I might here 
have concluded my Letter; but as you allow, that 
the late Earthquakes “have hitherto been the mer- 
„ ciful #/arnings of a kind and good Providence, 
{© to diſpoſe us to hear the Red; and to conſider, 
„“ with that Awe, which becomes us, the Hand, 
« which hath appointed it;“ a few Eclairciſſements 
upon one of the Leflons which you have advanced 
under that Head become abſolutely neceſſary, leſt by 
miſtaking the Caſe we ſhould loſe the Benefit of our 
* * Afflictions. 
Lou recommend upon this Occaſion “ Our 
* guarding Ourſelves againſt any hard Cenſures, 
„ which a Reflection upon theſe extraordinary Ca- 
* Jamities encourage in Minds too readily diſpoſed 


to judge with Severity.” And conclude, © that 
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« it is certain, that we have nos Right to determine 
« what are the particular Intentions of Providence 
in this Diſpenſation.“ —But certainly we have a 
Right to determine, that ſuch Puniſhments are in 
Aicted becauſe of Sin Elſe, how do they (in your * 
own Words) “ ſpeak to us the Language of the 
divine Diſpleaſure ?” Elſe, how can they be con- 
fidered as Puniſhments to correct ſome, and to warn 
others? Elſe, how can they be conſidered as tage 
louder Calls of Anger? or of what Uſe to bring us 


. * 
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Home to 3 ? This you muſt grant, or you 
pull down all, that you have before builded, and 
make yourſelf a Treſpaſſer. I allow, that we have 3 
no Right to conclude theſe unhappy People to be 1 
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greater Sinners than Ourſelves, becauſe of their 
greater Sufferings : This would lead us Phariſaically 
to cajole Ourſelves in our Iniquities, rather than to 
take Warning by others, yet we are allowed to 
look upon them as very great Offenders. Our Sa- 
viour does not reprove his Diſciples for thinking 
thoſe Galileans, whoſe Blood + Pilate had mingled 
with their Sacrifices, to be very great Sinners ; but 
for thinking them to be greater Sinners than Them- 
ſelves, which is indeed, a Temper of Mind utterly 
inconſiſtent with true Repentance, 

We are allowed then to ſuppoſe the Portugueſe to 
be great Sinners; and that the Liſbon Earthquake 
was a Puniſhment inflicted for Sin; and, if we can 
diſcover any thing in their Conduct, that might tend 
to bring down this divine Judgment upon them, it 
will be our Wiſdom to take Warning by it, and 
carefully to avoid it as a fatal Snare: And ſurely 
we may ſee ſome Things in them, which God has, 
in all Ages, puniſhed with the moſt ſevere Chaſtiſe- 


ment, As, 
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7 See Luke xiii. 2. 
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Firſt, Idolatry. It is impoſſible but that you, Sir, 
muſt have heard of the ſtupid Prophaneneſs and 
Idolatry of theſe People; of their mock Proceſſions, 
and barbarous Mimickry of the Redeemer's Suffer- 
ings; ſuch as was a Scandal to human Nature, and 
ſuch as never tarniſhed - the moſt prophane Rites 
of Heatheniſm. Such Fopperies, this horrible Pu- 
niſhment ſhould caution us carefully to avoid ; and 
to avoid every Means, which would lead us into 
them : It ſhould make us carefully abide by the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the Power of God to 
Salvation to every one, who believes ; and wherein 
is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God from Faith to 
Faith: It ſhould make us careful to live up to it, 
leſt for neglecting ſo great Salvation, God ſhould 
give us up to ſtrong Deluſions to believe ſuch Lies, 
and to worſhip and ſerve the Creature more than 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 

Secondly, Perſecution. We all know, that at 
Liſbon the barbarous Inquiſition reigned in all its 
Horrors, and that Thouſands have there fallen a 
Sacrifice to it, whoſe Blood has long cried aloud for 
Vengeance; and we know, that Perſecutors have 
been moſt ſeverely puniſhed in all Ages: So that, 
taught by this dreadful Judgment, we ſhould care- 
fully avoid this Crime; a Crime of ſo deep a Dye, 
that in its higheſt Stage, when it ſtrikes at the 
Truth as ſuch, it becomes irremiſſible, and can ne- 
ver be forgiven either in this World, or in that, 
which is to come. I allow, that theſe People are 
connected to us by every Tie but that of Religion; 
but this of -itſelf conſtitutes ſo vaſt a Difference, 
that, whenever we are diſpoſed to ſpeak moſt favour- 
ably of their Failings, and attribute them to the 
Prejudices of Education, or the Weakneſs of human 
Judgment, we ſhould ſtill remember, that we are 
Proteſtants, and they were Papiſts: And indeed, to 
16, as Proteſtants and Chriſtians, there is ſomething 

in 


[ 46 ] 
in this divine Judgment ſo very remarkable, that, 
if rightly conſidered, it may greatly confirm us in 
both: 

As Proteſtants, we all look for the Deſtruction of 
Antichriſt and his Kingdom; and here we behold 
a City whoſe unequalled Trade, in Gold and Sil- 
ver, and precious Stones, was a proper Type of that 
ſpiritual Merchandiſe ſo many hundred Years vended 


by her Mother Rome; like whom ſhe was built 


upon ſeven Hills; like whom, as a moſt obedient 
Daughter, ſhe was a Neſt of Idolaters and Perſecu- 
tors *: And as ſhe was ſo like her Mother in every 
Thing, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 
think, that Rome like Liſbon ſhall one Day be pu- 
niſned. _ Moſt remarkable it is, that on the. Day; 
which ſhe had abuſed to rob the eternal God of his 
Honour, and to give it to the whole Hoſt of Hea- 
ven; on the Day, which ſhe had abuſed in ſhedding 
the Blood of Thouſands; on that very Day God 
came down to hold his Auto de Fe, and her own 
Blood was required. Thus, when her Mother Rome 
ſhall ſay, TI fit as a Queen, and am no Widow, and 
ſhall ſee no Sorrow; in that very Day ſhall her 
Plagues come, Death, and Mourning and Famine, 
and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with Fire; for ſtrong 
is the Lord God, who judges her. 

As Chriſtians, we all look and wait for the Com- 
ing of our Lord unto Judgment; and therefore 
ſhould pay a ſpecial Regard to every Token of his 
Approach: He himſelf has told us, that before his 
coming, there ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in the 
Moon, and in the Stars, and upon the Earth, Diſ- 
treſs of Nations with Perplexity, the Sea and the 


Waves roaring, Men's Hearts failing them for 


Fear, and for looking after thoſe Things which are 
coming upon the Earth ; for the Powers of Heaven 


* See Rev. xviii. 


ſhall 
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ſhall be ſhaken. When therefore we ſee any ſuch 
Things come to paſs, we ſhould lift up our Heads 
for our Redemption draws nigh : Nor, need we to 
fear, if Chriſt dwells in our Hearts by Faith; if we 
are rooted and grounded in Love, though the Hea- 
vens and the Earth fly away, and their Place be 
found no more; for the Lord of Hoſts is with us, 
and Jeſus Chriſt is our Refuge. In whom I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
your fincere Well-wiſher, 
NX. . 


LETTER XaME 


Dear Sir, London, Miles's Lane, April q, 1752. 


800N after I received your laſt Favour, we were 
viſited by a very alarming Providence; a Fire 
broke out in a Sugar Baker's Workhouſe, Part of 
which communicated with my Brother's Houſe, 
and the whole was ſeparated from us, only by a 
Court-Y ard, four or hve Yards in Breadth. Three 
. played from his Houſe, and another ſtood 
ready in the Dining-Room, in caſe of any unex- 
pected Exigency. We were all Conſternation and 
Confuſion; in the Hurry, I miſlaid ſome where or 
other your valuable Letter, and cannot recover it by 
any Search. I wiſh you would be ſo kind, as to 
direct me once more to the Magazine, in which 
your Chronological Obſervation is inſerted ; I ſhall 
be more particularly pleaſed, to fee Difficulties of 
this Nature cleared up; becauſe, the Works of a 
very celebrated Genius are lately publiſhed, in which 
he very much decries the Chronology and Hiſtory 
of the ſacred Scriptures; I mean ſome poſthumous 
Volumes, written by the late Lord Bolingbroke. 


You 
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You will excuſe me, for not making my thank 


ful Acknowledgments ſooner. The Objections you 


ſtarted, and the Anſwers you gave, were richly 
worth preſerving; I am truly ſorry, that the afore- 
mentioned Diſaſter has, I fear, deprived me of them. 


Have you no Copy taken for your own Satisfac- 


tion? With relation to my intended Work, if it 
was in your Hands, I believe, you would not think 
it expedient, to add any thing more of the argu- 
mentative Kind. I fear, I have been too prolix al- 
ready, and if ever I ſhould be ſo happy, as to obtain 
your Reviſal of it, I ſhould be very defirous that 
you would make very free with the Pruning-knite, 
I have no Vindication, but ſome Excuſe, for my 
Delay in Writing.—lI catched ſuch a Cold, on the 
late terrifying Occaſion (being 2 to wade 
through Water, in order to eſcape the Fire) as con- 
fined me to my Chamber ſeveral Weeks. I men- 
tioned to you Taylor's Treatiſe of Original Sin. As 
you have not ſeen the Work, give me leave to tranſ- 
mit, as fully as I can recollect, one or two of his 
Objections to the orthodox Opinion. God is the 
Maker, the true and immediate Maker of all Men, 
Job xxxi. 15. Now 'tis impoſſible, that God ſhould 
make our Nature, and yet not make the Qualities, 
and Propenſities, which it has when made. There- 
fore, whatever Principles, or whatever Seeds are 
implanted in our Conſtitution, they cannot be Prin- 
ciples of Iniquity nor Seeds of Sin; becauſe, they 
are all infuſed and planted by our infinitely good 
and holy Creator.—oSuch Paſſions, Appetites, Pro- 
penſities, cannot be ſinful, becauſe they are neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable (and that cannot be ſinful in 
me, which I can no ways avoid, help, or hinder) 
neither can they render us Objects of God's Wrath; 
for it is infinitely abſurd, and highly diſhonourable 
to God, to ſuppoſe he is diſpleaſed at us, for what 
He himſelf has infuſed into our Nature. 

What 


4 
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What ſays St. James t,“ herewith curſe we «+ 
x« Men, who are made after the Similitude of God” 
= the Similitude of God ſignifies thoſe moral Endow- 
ments, which diſtinguiſh the Poſſeſſor, both from 
*Z the Brutes and the Devils; and in this Image, or 
= veſted with theſe Qualifications, Men are made. What 
then becomes of the Doctrine of Original Sin? 
we St. Paul ſpeaks of People, that had their Under- 
ſtanding darkened, that were alienated in their Minds, 
were Haters of God, Sc. But this is affirmed of 
the idolatrous Heathen : The very Gentiles, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's Account, ſhew the Work of the 
Law written on their Hearts, their Conſciences 
mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing one another. 
Herc then are Heathens, who have the Work of the 
Law, (not barely diſcerned by their Underſtanding, 
but) written on their Hearts ; have both the Know- 
ledge and the Love of its moral Precepts ; with an 
awakened tender Conſcience, ever ready to act the 
Part of an impartial Reprover, or a we: 6 Advo- 
cate, and what higher Character can you give of 
your Firſt-rate Believer? They are alſo ſaid to do 
by Nature the Things contained in the Law; an 
irrefragable Proof that our Nature is not fo de- 
praved in Point of Inclination, nor ſo diſabled: with- +<« * 
regard to its executive Powers, as the Doctrine of 
Original Sin ſuppoſes. 

Let me requeſt the Favour of your Sentiments 
upon the preceding Objections. Your ingenious 
Remarks on Deut. xxxiii. 13, Cc. I received; I 
prize, and I thank you for them; may the gracious 
God, for a Recompence, Jead you farther and far- 
ther into the unſearchable Treaſures of Wiſdom 
hid in the Seriptures, and fill you with all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding. I comfort myſelf in 
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thinking, that you do not in your Prayers forget, 


dear vir, 


your much obliged, and 
truly affectionate Friend, 
J. HER VE. 


LE TiT-E R XIII. 


Reverend Sir, Neſton Favell, Dec. 14, 17 52. 


LITIILI did I think, when I recommended to 
the Publick, the Ol/ervations on—that I ſhould 
be fo agreeably and amply recompenſed for my occa- 
- ſonal Note; recompenſed with a Letter from the 
Author; which, I aflure you, was extremely wel- 
come; not only on Account of the ſame Strain of 
Elegance, which runs through and adorns your 
Book; but for the Tender which it brought me, of 
a very valuable Acceſſion to the ſmall Number of 
my Friends, —Your Friendſhip, dear Sir, I accept 
as a Privilege, and ſhall cultivate with Delight. 
Only I muſt in common Juſtice, forewarn you of 
one Particular: That your ſocial Intercourſes with 
James Hervey, will be an Exerciſe of Charity, ra- 
ther than an advantageous Traffick to yourſelf, 
Beſides other Reafons, which I might too truly 
alledge for the Support of this Hint, a long conti- 
nued Habit of Indiſpoſition and bodily Weakneſs, 
has laid a heavy Hand on my animal Spirits, which 
(take my Word for it, ſince I hope you will never 
know it by Experience) both cramps the Exertion, 
and obſtructs the Improvement of the intellectual 
Faculties. —Y ou remember, however, who has ſaid, 
it is more bleſſed to give, than to receive; which I 
think, it will hold good, when applied either to the 
Treaſures of the Mind, or the Riches of Fortune. 
Your 


ET = 


Your Approbation of any Thing in my light Re- 
marks, will give me ſingular Satisfaction; yet 
ſhould be no ſeſs obliged for your free Thoughts, on 
what ſhould have been added, expunged, or altered. 
Let this dear Sir, be the Firſt-fruits of our Friend- 
* ſhip. Point out my Blemiſhes, and ſupply my De- 
”* fects, Applauſe may be more ſoothing to my Va- 
* nity; but ſuch kind Corrections will be more pleaſ- 
ing to my Judgment, and more ſerviceable to our 
common Cauſe. Tis ſcarce probable, that a ſecond 
Edition ſhould be publiſhed, as the fit was nume- 
rous; but if there ſhould be ſuch a Demand, I am 
ſure, your Animadverſions would enrich, and eno- 
ble it. | 
I thank you, for your Reflections on the Serip- 
tures, which are perfectly juſt, and peculiarly ani- 
mated. I cannot but wiſh, that the Vindication of 
their Dignity, and the Diſplay of their Excellency, 
had fallen to your Share. This I truſt, is a Service 
reſerved for your Pen; to be drawn, with ten-fold 
Energy and Succeſs, on ſome future Occafion. And 
may you, when called to ſuch an important Work, 
be a Veſſel unto Honour, ſanctified, and meet for 
the Maſter's uſe ! 

I bleſs God for the juſt Notions you form, con- 
cerning the Holy Spirit, and the Neceflity of his 
enlightening Influences; without which, the Scrip- 
tures will be a ſealed Book, and even the Word of 
Life a dead Letter, Men of ſuperior Abilities too 
often lean to their own Underſtanding, and rejet 
the Guidance, the Teachings, -of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Not becaiiſe theſe are not mentioned, inſiſted upon, 
promiſed in the Goſpel; but becauſe they fancy 
themſelves capable of comprehending, without any 
ſupernatural Aid, Ta weyaaua,re ©w. But may we, 
Sir, be ſenſible, ever ſenſible, that all our Sufficiency 
is of God; and not bluſh to be the humble Pupils 
of the heavency Teacher, who hideth theſe Things 
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from the Wiſe and Prudent, but revealeth them 
unto Babes. I am deſirous of being taught by the 
Labours of learned Men; more deſirous of being 
taught by the written Word of Revelation : But, 
amidſt all, and above all, to be taught of God; or, 
as our Liturgy very boldly, but not improperly, ex- 
| plains the Prophet, taught by the Inſpiration of 
God's Holy Spirit. | 

I am pleaſed to hear from **, that you are ſitu- 
ated near that worthy Gentleman Dr. **, whoſe 
Works praiſe him in the Gate; to whom belongs 
that noble Character, The liberal Perſon deviſeth 
liberal Things ; to whom, I truſt, will be made good 
that ineſtimable Promiſe, in its fulleſt Extent, by 
lberal Things ſhall he ſtand. They ſhall be his 
Witneſſes at the Day of eternal Judgment, that his 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus has neither been empty, bar- 
ren, nor dead. — When you have the Pleaſure of 
waiting on him, be fo good as to preſent him with 
my moſt reſpectful Compliments, 

You are not under the leaſt Obligation to me, for 
bearing my Teftimeny to your late Performance. 
It is a Debt which I owe, for the Delight I received 
in peruſing it. I wiſh, it may ſoon come to a /c- 
cond Edition: And, if my Atteſtation to its Merit, 
is a Means of introducing it into the Hands of my 
Readers, I don't doubt, but it will do an Honour 
to my Taſte, The Preſent, which you promiſe me, 
will be very. acceptable : But my dear Sir, if you 
have a Family, or your Circumſtances ſhould not 
” affluent, I beg you will not thin of it. You ſee 

follow your Example, and ſpeak, not as a new 
 Acquaintance, but as a Bofom Friend. 


Should it ever be in my Power to do you any Ser- 


vice, I can ſuggeſt a Method, whereby you might 
repay, more than repay the Favour; which is, by 
taking the Trouble of reviſing a little Morl, which 
L haye upon the Anvil, and beſtowing upon it. your 
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free Remarks, A few Touches from your Pen 
would, .if the Thing be not incorrigibly bad, very 
much improve it. Had I not ſeen a Diſplay of yout 
Judgment and Delicacy, in the Obſervations, &c. I 
ſhould not have aſked ſuch an Initance of your 
Friendſhip : whereas now, I cannot but earneſtly 
defire it, ſhall highly eſteem it, and ſhall very thank- 
fully acknowledge it. | 
Not by Might, not by Strength, but by my Spi- 
rit, ſaith the Lord. And we may truly ſay, not by 
poliſhed Diction, or brilliant Sentiment; not by the 
Arts of Perſuaſion, or the Force of Reaſoning ; but 
by God's almighty Blefling, our Attempts are pre- 
valent, and our Books ſucceſsful. This is my Com- 
fort, and this my Confidence: As an Author, I 
would aim, fingly aim at the Glory of my divine 
Maſter, and * - Ao oantionla of his everlaſting Goſ- 
pel. Then I would refign the Iſſue of my Endea- 
vours wholly to his Providence and Grace; who 
can, out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, 
perfect his Praiſe. Nevertheleſs, I would by no 
leans neglect the Recommendations of a graceful 
Compoſition, I would be glad to have the Apples 
of Gold, which are the Truths of our holy Reli- 


gion, conveyed or ſet in Pictures of Silver. For 


this we have the Genius of human Nature, which, 
generally ſpeaking, muſt be pleaſed, in order to be 
profited. For this we have the Precedent of the 
wiſeſt of Men, who ſought and found out accepta- 
ble Words, even when that, which was written, was 
the Truth of God.—If it is conſiſtent with your 
other Engagements, to oblige me in this very fub- 
ſtantial Manner, — Mr. **, who undertakes to tranſ- 
mit this Letter, has promiſed to convey a little Par- 


cel to your Hands. 


I with you, Sir, what the eloquent Apoſtle ſtyles, 

+ * the Riches of the full Aſſurance of Under- 
+ See Colof. ii. 2, 

E 3 * ſtand- 


1 1 


6 ſtanding,” and turning my Wiſhes into Prayers, 
take my Leave, and profeſs myſelf, 


Rev. vir, 
your truly affectionate, 


Friend and Brother, 
J. HERVEx. 


EEZTTER XXIV. 


My dear Friend, 


TEE Apoſtle warns us not to be © carried about 
„with every Wind of Doctrine.” —I think, 
Marſhall has anſwered great Part of Dr. C***'s 
Letter (fee Page 96, 97, of the 8vo Edition.)— 
Pray deſire Dr. C*** at his Leiſure to ſhew, 
wherein he ſuſpects Marſball to be unſcriptural.— 
You may depend upon it, I ſhall appeal from the 
Doctor's Determination, unleſs he ſupports it by 
Scripture. —T he Poor and Unlearned, generally un- 
derſtand the Goſpel better than the accompliſhed 
Scholars; becauſe, it pleaſes God by the Fooliſh- 
neſs + of preaching, to ſave them, that believe.— 
God long ago foretold, that but few would under- 
ſtand and receive evangelical Truth. Who hath 
believed our Report? ſays Iſaiah: Very, very few. 
To this St, Paul adds; Not many wiſe, not man 


mighty are called, —The Attributes of the Deity 


will ſtand clear from all juſt Impeachment, if we 
demonſtrate, that his Doctrine is moſt excellently 
calculated, to humble the Sinner, to exalt the Saviour, 
and promote filial Obedience. Let the Objections 
and Miſapprehenſions of ſuch learned and ingenious 
Men, teach us to diſtruſt our own Ability; not to 


+ See 1 Cor. i. 21. 


lean 
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| Jean to our own Underſtandings, but ſeek more ear-- 
neſtly for the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation. 

Dr. C. thinks the Doctrine delivered in Mar- 
/hall's Book to be inconſiſtent with Scripture, and 
repugnant to Reaſon.—W hereas, I think it contains 
the very Marrow of Scripture ; conſequently, is 
Reaſon in its high, Refinement. I daily experience 
it to be the Medicine of my better Life, or the moſt 
ſovereign Means to comfort the Conſcience and 
puriſy the Heart.—If the Doctor had Leiſure, I 
ſhould be glad to hear what a Perfon of his fine 
Senſe and keen Diſcernment could fay againſt my 
favourite Author.— 

Have you any Author of Elegance and Spirit, 
who has written either a Treatiſe or Sermon on the 
Subject of true + Holineſs, —its Nature,—its Ne- 
ceſhty,—its Excellency ? If you could furniſh me with 
ſuch a Treatiſe, I would endeavour to put his Diſ- 
plays of Holineſs into Therou's Mouth; and Aſpaſio 
ſhould ſhow the Manner of acting, all on evange- 
lical Principles. —Has Biſhop Atterbury ſaid any 
Thing of this Kind, or Feſter in his Sermons. —[ 
with you would ſearch your own Stock of Ideas. 
Search your moſt admired Arminian Writers, and 
produce the noble Qualities, the important Duties, 
which conſtitute the Dignity or the Happineſs of 
our Nature; and I will undertake, (I will attempt, 


+ See Biſhop Fowler's Defign of Chriſtianity, or plain 
Demonſtration that the enduing Mea with inward, 
real Righteouſneſs (or true Holineſs) was the ultimate 
End of our vaviour's coming into the World; and is 
the grand Intention of his blefled Goſpel. Whoever 
therefore reads Mr. Hervey's late Edition of Marſpall 
on Sandificatica, would do well to read with the amt 
Attention, what is ſaid on the ſame Subject by Biſhop 
Fowler. A beautiful Edition of whoſe Work may be 
had at Mr. R:ivingtoa's in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
Price three Shillings. 


E 4 at 


liſh: ] 
at leaſt) to point out the expeditious and eafy Way 
to them, all on Mr. Marſbæll's Plan. 

Te Doctor is ſtrangely vague in his Argumen- 
tation. On the two j:r/{ Topicks he does little elſe 
but ramble ; the /a/? he abſolutely miſtakes, I don't 
affirm, that we have ſufficient Strength. I wonder 
how He could ſuppeſe this, when he knows it is our 
Perſuaſion, that we have not Power ſo much as cor- 
dially to will that, which is good. But a Perſua- 
— that God will give us ſufficient Strength is the 

*oint we plead for, the Privileges to which we ſtand 
intitled by the Goſpel. 

You forgot my dear Friend, to ſend me Jennings 
on Original Sin.—If you think Mrs. ** is in 
Want, I will very willingly give her two Guineas, 
Who would not give away their Superfluities for 
his Sake, who gave his very Life for our Sins? Oh 
that I had alſo Strength of Body, that I might ſpend 
what is more valuable than Gold in his facred Ser- 
vice! But forbear my Soul, his Will be done. —T 
hope God may incline your Heart, to review the 
Manuſcripts I ſent you, and ſtrengthen your Judg- 
ment, to diſcern their Improprietics, I really have 
no Fondneſs to appear again in Print: I had much 
rather deeline, what requires any Labour of the 
Brain. But, fince 1 have proceeded ſo far in the 
Work, ſince there is ſome Expectation of it, and 
many Prayers put up for it, | cannot be eaſy, when 
J offer to diſcontinue it. Do, my dear Friend, give 
me a little of your Time; take ſome Pains in m 
Behalf; 'tis the laſt Trouble of this Kind I ſhaſl 
ever give you, For ſhould this Piece be finiſhed, 
never, never will I attempt another. Who knows, 
but if you help me in this Work, I may converſe 
with you, when I am dead; and perhaps, a very 
weak Hint, from the Pen of an old Friend, may be 
bleſſed to your Comfort, when he is gone hence, 

| and 
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and no more ſeen. Till then, after then, and for 
ever, I hope to be affectionately your's, 


James Hervey. 


P. S. Pray let me hear the Iſſue of your Inter- 
view with the Gentleman. — I hope, the God of 
Wiſdom and of Power, will give you an irreproach- 
able Conduct, and a decent Boldneſs. Why ſhould 
we be afraid of Man, that ſhall die, and the Son of 
Man, that fhall be as Graſs; and forget the Lord 
our Maker, who ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid 
the Foundation of the Earth? Fear not, you have 
done Nothing in this whole Affair, but what, I am 
verily perſuaded is pleaſing to Him, whoſe Loving- 
kindneſs is better than Lite. 

Oh!] that it was worth your while to wiſh, and 
that it was ſafe for me to grant, an Abſolution of 
my Sentence againſt you—-but you muſt not come 
to hear me ſo long as the Small- pox is in Vorthamp- 
ton, as many of my People will be terrified at your 
Preſence. Tu tell you one good Thing, that was 
in my Sermon laſt Sunday; this Portion + of Scrip- 
ture, vix. With the Lord there is Mercy, and 
$ with Him is plenteous Redemption.“ And this, 
all this is for you, my dear Friend; and for thee, 
my ſinful Soul. Oh let us receive the Bleſſings; 
let us embrace the Bleflings ! For it is our gracious 
Maſter's Will, by theſe ſweet, inviting, generous 
Methods, to wean us from a deluding World, and 
Win us to his bleſſed Self. 

Adieu. 


LETTER NAV. 


Dear and Reverend Sir, 


pg need no Apology for delaying your Anſwer 
* to my Letter. You have a Precedent to plead, 


+ See P/alm cxxx. 7. 


which 


LP I 
which muſt, if not ſatisfy, yet ſtrike me dumb; but 
J propoſe, if the Lord affiſt, to be more punctual in 
_ the future, in acknowledging the Favours I receive 
from my valuable and valued Correpoadents; among 
whom, I ſhall always reckon Mr. **. 

I am much obliged for your very juſt and very 
important Remarks: They give me ſuch an Idea 
of your Knowledge in the Things of Chriſt, and 

our Acquaintance with experimental Religion, that 

muft beg Leave to lay before you the Plan which 
I have ſketched out, for my Treatiſe on Goſpel Holi- 
weſs; with an earneſt Requeſt, that you will rigo- 
rouſly examine it, and freely paſs your Judgment 
upon it : Suggefting, - wherever it is improper, the 
Means of rectifying it; wherever it is deſective, - 
Method for compleating it. 


The P LAN. 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chriſt's Religion. 
We muſt partake of the Comforts of the Goſpel, be- 
fore we can be fitted to practiſe the Duties of the 
Law. Theron oppreſſed with Fears, on Account of 
his numerous Sins; diſcouraged with Doubts, on 
Account of his imperfe&t Obedience; the Cordials 
of the Goſpel are re- adminiſt red, with ſome addi- 
tional Spirit and Strength.—Holineſs, Goſpel-Holi- 
neſs, its Nature, Neceſſity, Excellency.— The En- 
dowments, neceſſary to fit us for the Practice of 
Holineſs; a Perſuaſion cf our Reconciliation to 
God, the Hope of everlaſting Happineſs, and an 
aſſured Expectation of Grace ſufficient for us.—' 
The grand Eflicient of Holineſs, the bleſſed Spirit 
the principal Inſtrument, Faith. This renews the 
Diſpute concerning the Aſſurance of Faith. Ob- 
jections to it ſtated, diſcuſſed, anſwered. —Holinefs 
more particularly delineated in its ſeveral Branches, 
and deduced from, or founded upon, evangelical 
Principles; fuch as, I beſeech you by the Mercies 
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of God: Ye are bought with a Price: Ye are the 
Temples of the living God: God hath forgiven 
you, &c.—All theſe Privileges, tho“ nothereditary, 
et indefeaſible; or the final Perſeverance of Be- 
8 This eminently conducive to Holineſs.— 
The Scriptures, Prayer, Lord's Supper, when mixed 
with Faith, are effectual Means of Holineſs. Our 
Friends part, and renew their epiſtolary Corre- 
ſpondence. Theron, deſirous to glorify the God of 
his Salvation, aſks Advice concerning the beſt Me- 
thod of Family- Worſhip, educating Children, in- 
ſtructing Servants, and edifying his Acquaintance. 
—On each of theſe Particulars Apaſio ſatisfies his 
Inquiry. Enlarges on the Subject of Education, 
eſpecially the Education of Daughters, as that ſeems 
to be moſt neglected, or the proper Manner of con- 
ducting it leaſt underſtood. —Letter on the Covenant 
of Grace; comprizing the Subſtance, and being a 
kind of Re-capitulation of the preceding Volumes. 
— Letter on the Way of living by Faith in the Son of 
God, or the Way of reducing all the Goſpel Doctrines 
to ſuitable Praftice, —Aſpaſio ſeized with a ſudden and 
fatal Illneſs. His Sentiments and Behaviour in his 
laſt Moments. ET 
This, dear Sir, is my rough Draught. Apply the 
Compaſſes and Plummet: Examine it with your 
Rule and Line. Improve my Plan; aſſiſt me, with 
your Advice and Prayers, to execute the Work; 
and may the great Maſter-Builder enable me to 
bring forth the Top-ſtone, for the Honour of his 
holy Name, and for the Edification of his choſen 
People.—I am, dear Sir, | 


with unfeigned Affection, your Brother in Chriſt, 
J. Hervey. 
N. B. At Mr. Hervey did not live to finiſh his 


Plan, and as he was bimſelf aptrebenſive that he ſhould 
not, he defired in his Preface to Marſhall on Sanctifi- 


cation, 
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cation, that Marſhall might be conſidered as a Supple- 
ment to Theron and Aſpaſio, and as a kind of Subſti- 
tute for what he intended ts write on the ſame Sulſect, 
according to the Pian here propoſed, — His Words are, 
* do by theſe Preſents depute Mr. Marſhall t fup- 
« ply my Lack of Service.” 


LETTER XXVI. 


Dear Sir, Weſton, Feb. 3, 17 53. 


AM greatly obliged for your repeated Favours, 

and truly ſenſible of my Obligations. I have not 
acknowledged them ſo punctually as I ought, but I 
hope you will excuſe this Neglect, and aſcribe it to 
the real Cauſe, ill Health and weak Spirits, which 
cramp my Mind, unnerve iny Hand, and make me 
treſpaſs upon the Candor of all my Correſpondents, 
Why did I ſay, I hope? I ſee you do excuſe me. Of 
this your laſt Letter, tranſmitted to Mr. Moſes 
Browne, is a clear and pleaſing Pro, which I ſafely 


received, and for which I ſincerely thank you; —as 


] bleſs the God of Grace, and the God of Wiſdom, 
for giving you ſo friendly a Temper, and fo diſcern- 
ing a Judgment. 

The little + Piece which you have fo judiciouſly 
retouched and improved, was not written for pub- 
lick View, byt I thought after frequent Prayer to 
God for Direction, and attending to the Workings 
of his Providence, it was his Will that it ſhould 
publiſhed. I was ſenſible of its many Defects, but 
upon his Almighty Power, I depend for its Uſeful- 
neſs: He can bid even a Worm threſh the Moun- 
tains, and make his Strength perfect, illuſtrious, 


' triumphant, in the moſt abject Weakneſs, Bleſled 


'+ This little Piece, was Remarks on Lord Bol:ng- 
broke's Letters on the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. 


be 


1 

be his holy Name, that the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Advocates for his ſacred Cauſe, have ſuch 
an Arm to rely on! If another Edition ſhould be 
required, I will take Leave to enrich my Piece with 
your Remarks; and let me beg of you to favour me 
with your Opinion, in Relation to fome Additions, 
which I have occafionally penned, Page 111. after 
Line 22. add—But what ſhall we - a Miſtake 
inthe ſacred Chronology—a palpable Miſtake pointed 
out by his Lordſhip, we to be ſuch by the Teſ- 
timony of profane Hiſtory—Samaria faid to be taken 
by the King of Aſjria, twelve Years after the {/j- 
rian Empire was no more? For my own Part, I 
make neither Heſitation nor Scruple to reply, if 
12 and * Herodotus vary, if the Authors of the 

ings, the Chronicles, and ſeveral of the Prophets, 
differ from the Greek Hiſtorians, I am under no 
Difficulty in ſettling my Judgment, and taking m 
Side. When profane Writers agree with the roar 
I admit both Accounts; when they difagree, I re. 
ject the former and acquieſce in the latter. Nor can 
1 tax myſelf with any thing unreaſonable or arbi- 
trary in this Proceeding : For ſurely thofe Writers, 
who are able to foretell future Events, muſt deſerve 
the Preference in relating paſt : Thoſe Witneſſes, 
who dwelt on the Spot, and were perſonally con- 
cerned in Affairs, are more to be relied on than 
thoſe, who lived in a diſtant Country, and wrote in 
a diſtant Age? With regard to the Caſe ſpecified 
by my Lord Bolingbroke, I believe the attentive 
Reader will find the Error, not in the ſacred Chro- 
nology, but in his Lordſhip's Apprehenſion. The 
Kingdom of Afyria was not at that Period no more; 
but like the /r; or Scotch Crowns to the Engliſh, 
united to the Babylonian : Of which, when the holy 


. * Herodotus does not differ from the Prophet 1/aiah 
and the Scripture Account of the Empire of Afjria, 
*tis Cieſſat and Juſtin that vary from it. 
6 


Writers 
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Writers treat, they call it ſometimes by one Name, 
ſometimes by the other. 

Page 15, after eſtabliſhed—inſert—* If Iſaiah 
& ſpeaks by divine Inſpiration, when he ſays of the 
& formidable Sennacherib, The Lord of Hoſts ſhall 
« ſtirup a Scourge for him, according to the Slaugh- 
« ter of Midian; ſurely that memorable Defeat, re- 
corded in the Book of Judges, muſt be an un- 
C doubted Fact. Could the Spirit, which is infal- 
“ lible, give ſuch a Sanction to a Story, which was 
« fictitious? When the ſame //arzah prays in that 
elevated and ardent Strain—Awake, awake, put on 
Strength, O Arm of the Lord! awake as in the 
ancient Days, in the Generations of old ! Art thou 
not it, that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the Dra- 
gon? Art thou notit, which hath dried the Sea, the 
Waters of the great Deep? that hath made the 
Depths of the Sea, a Way for the Ranſomed to paſs 
over? Can we reaſonably imagine, that the Prophet 
would plead lying Vanities, before the God of 
Truth? that He would ground his own and his 


Countrymen's Faith, on a popular Romance; or on 


what my Lord calls, “a purely human and there- 
« fore fallible Narrative? 
Does not the bleſſed Jeſus deſcribe the Manner, 
and illuſtrate the * his own Death, by the 
Serpent lifted up in the Wilderneſs, and its all- heal- 
ing Virtue on the wounded [fraelites ? Does not the 
holy Apoſtle enumerate ſeveral of the moſt wonder- 
ful. Miracles, wrought for the Deliverance, the Pre- 
ſervation, the Chaſtiſement of //rae!, and from theſe 
Occurrences, deduce the moſt important Admoni- 


tions; urge the moſt forcible Exhortations ?—Such 


References, made by ſuch Perſons, not only ſuppoſe, 
but prove more than bare Aluſions, they are alſo Ra- 
tifications; and demonſtrate, with an Evidence, 
clear as the Wiſdom, firm as the Faithfulneſs, of an 
incarnate God, that the Writers of theſe CN 

ave 


( 1 


have neither deceived us, nor were deceived them- 
ſelves. Should it be ſaid, that theſe Paſſages are 
chiefly in the Meſarcal Hiſtory, and therefore give 
no Authority to the other hiſtorical Memoirs. I 
would aſk, Does not St. Paul, Rom. ii. 2, 3. quote 
a Paſſage from the Book of Kings * ? Does he not 
build upon the Paſſage as a ſure and indubitable 
Truth ? Does he not dignify the Book with what I 
may term, the incommunicable Character in Writ- 
ing ; and ſtyle it, by way of ſuperlative Eminence, 
the Scripture ? Is it not undeniably certain, that the 

ewiſh Youths, and Timothy among the reſt, were 
Inſt ructed in the hi/torical as well as the prophetical 
Volumes of the Cd Teſtament ? Does not the beſt 
of Judges recommend all thoſe Volumes to our 
higheſt Eſtimation, by pronouncing them holy Writ- 
ings? (fe yaupals) Does he not clearly manifeſt 
their divine Extract, when he ſo nobly diſplays their 
divine Effects; They are able to make thee wiſe 
unto Salvation, through Faith, which is in Jeſus 
Chriſt ? What then ſhall we think of Lord Boling- 
broke's Declaration? which I could not read with- 
out Grief, and cannot tranſcribe without Horror. 
« The Bible Hiſtory appears to every one, who 
« reads it without Prepoſſeſſion, and with Atten- 
« tion, to be nothing more than a Compilation of 
« old Traditions, and an Abridgment of old Re- 
©« cords.” In ſhort, the doctrinal and hiſtorical 
Parts are indiſſolubly, &c. Page 20, Line 18, after 
the Word “ Vigilance” and inſtead of the eight 
following Lines, inſert— The Number of whoſe 
Verſes, —eſpecially in the Pentateuch—was com- 
puted ; and the Arrangement of the very Letters, 
for the Space of many Centuries, known ; whether, 
before the coming of Chriſt, the Spirit of Prophecy, 


* 1 Kings Vill. 32, 


which 


[ 64 ] 

which confeſſedly exiſted in the Jewiſh Church &, 
was not ſufficient to prevent, or elſe ſure to detect, 
any corrupt Innovations ; whether, after the Com- 
ing of Chrift, the jealous Eye which the Fews and 
Chriſtians had on each other, was not an unſurmount- ; 
able Bar againſt any material Alterations. 

Page 21, Line 2. after © Compolition—add— 
« Though we ſhould reſcue our facred Books from 
the Imputation of ſpurious Additions, this will 
* not, with my Lord at leaſt, either eſtabliſh or re- 
<« trieve their CharaQer ;”” they contain, he ſays, a 
very imperfe& Account of the Mraelites themſelves, | 
of their Settlement in the Land of Canaan, of which 
by the Way they never had entire, and ſcarce ever 

+ peaceable Poſſekon.— The ſacred Narrative is - 

ſummary Account of the Jerbiſb Affairs; but is it 
therefore to be cenſured as an imperfect Account? 
It is an Epitome, rather than a compleat Hiſtory; 
but has it not all the Qualities of a perfect Epi- 
tome? Thoſe particular Facts are ſelected, which 
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| This is a Fact aſſerted by every ancient Prophet, 
| and by almoſt all the ſacred Hiſtorians. A Fact, con- 
Wl firmed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; unanimouſly at- 

8 teſted by the earlieſt Fewih Writers: Neither diſ- 
5 | E nor contradicted, nor ſo much as queſtioned, 

y any cotemporary Author. And if all this does not 
amount to a proper Proof, what proper Proof can 
be given of any Tranſaction, that paſſed in a remote 
Ape? 

The Argument mentioned above will receive addi- 
tional Strength, if conſidered in Connection with that 
ſolemn Charge, Not to add nor diminiſh.” Deut. 
iv. 2. Prow. xxx. 6. and with the Cuſtom obſerved by 
the Prophets, of referring People for a Solution of 
their Religious Doubts, to the written Word. For, 
would Men of the prophetical Character, allow a Book 
full of ſpurious Additions ? Or, would they direct the 
well-diſpoſed, to ſuch fallacious Guides? 


— — — 2 


have 


1 

have a more eſpecial Reference to the Intereſts of 
Religion, and the Kingdom of the Meſhah: In 
which the divine Providence is moſt eminently con- 
ſpicuous, and from which Mankind may be moſt ef- 
fectually edified. —Inftead of finding Fault with the 
Writers for not being cepious, when their profeſſed 
Aim was to be conciſe, a true Critic would rather 
admire the Felicity of their Narration. Which, 
thd' a foreign Hiſtory of the remoteſt Antiquity, re- 
lating to a People of the moſt ſingular Manners, 
and peculiar Cuſtoms, expreſſed in an obſolete, dead 
Language, and compriſed in the ſhorteſt Compaſs, 
is nevertheleſs ſo clear, ſo intelligible, and ſo very 
ſatisfactory. 0 | 

But they contain a very imperfect Account of the 
Ijraelitih Settlement in Canaan.—Is it poſſible for 
a Perſon, who has read the Book of Jaſbua, to ad- 
vance ſuch a Poſition? Was ever any Thing of the' 
Kind deſcribed more minutely, or with greater Ac- 
curacy? Here we have the general Diſtribution of 
the Land, and the Extent of each particular Allot- 
ment. The Borders of the ſeveral Diviſions are 
marked out, as with a Line, and the Cities in the 
ſeveral Cantons, mentioned by Name. In ſhort, 
this whole Tranſaction is ſo circumſtantially diſ- 
played, that ſome Readers, agreeing with my Lord 
in their Diſaffection to the Bible, but diametrically 
oppoſite in their Taſte of Literature, have thought 
it particulariſed even to Tediouſneſs,—However, 
this Particularity of Deſcription was highly expe- 
dient, not only to ſuperſede any ſuch Objection, as 
his Lordſhip has raiſed, but alſo to aſcertain by an 
unalterable Standard, the Boundaries of the Tribes ; 
to prevent any Encroachments upon the Inheritance 
of each other; and to demonſtrate the wonderful 
Agreement, between the ancient Prediction of Ja- 


cob, the more recent Prophecy of Maſes, and the 
Vo I. II. F Situation, 
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Situation, the Limits, the Produce of the Territo- 
ries 4, reſpectively aſſigned to the patriarchal Fa- 
milies. | 

The Iſraelites, tis added, never had entire, and 
ſcarce ever peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Land. This, 
my Lord imagines, muſt imply an Inconſiſtency 
between the divine Promiſe and the Iſſue of Things: 
Therefore, to animadvert upon it, he digreſſes from 
his Subject. But how will his Lordſhip's Animad- 
verſion comport with the Teſtimony of Foſbua ? 
Tuſt as well as Light conſiſts with Darkneſs. The 
Lord gave unto {/rae!,. all the Land which he ſware 
to give unto their Fathers; and they poſſeſſed it, and 
dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them Reſt round 
about, according to all that he ſware unto their Fa- - 
thers. Jaſbua xxi. 43, 44+ ls it not demonſtrable, 
from 7o/hua's topographical Draught of the Coun- 
try, and from the Habitations allotted to the ſeveral 
Tribes, that they poſſeſſed the Bulk of the Land? 
What little remained in the Occupation of the Ca- 
naanites, bore no more Proportion to the Heritage 
of T/rae!, than the Addition of a Fringe, or the In- 
ſertion of a Loop, bears to the whole Dimenſions 


of the Garment, That they poſſeſſed all this, and 


1 + Jacob foretold, That Zebulun ſhould dwell at the 
| Haven of the Sea, whoſe Portion actually lay on either 
þ Side of the Sea of Galilee, and extended to the Medi- 
| terranean. Moſes foretold, that the Lord ſhould dwell 
1 between Benjamin's Shoulders, or the Temple be placed 


F 

1 

[ 

| at the Extremity of his Borders.-But I would refer 
n my Reader to Gen. xlix. and Deut. xxxiu. In which 
4 Chapters, compared with the diſtinguiſhing Circum- 
| 


{tances of the ſeveral Tribes, he will diſcern a moſt. 


Ii ſurpriſing Spirit of Prophecy; planning out, with 
ut Preciſion, what was afterwards determined by Lot; 
and foreſhewing, with Exactneſs, what was not come 

into Exiſtence. | 


that 


E 

that they poſſeſſed no more, were Circumſtances 
equally conſonant to the prophetic Declarations of 
Scripture, The one, a punctual Execution of the 
Minatory; the other, an evident Accompliſhment 
of the Promiſſory. He that ſaid to their pious Pro- 
genitor, Lift up now thine Eyes, and look from the 
Place where thou art, Northward, and Southward, 
and Eaftward, and Weſtward; for all the Land 
which thou ſeeſt, to thee will T give it, and to thy 
Seed for ever , Gen. xiii. 14, 15. The fame faid 
unto their degenetate Offspring, elſe if ye do in 
any wiſe go back, and cleave unto the Remnant of 
theſe Nations, even theſe that remain among you; 
know for a Certainty, that the Lord 'your God. will 
no more drive out any of theſe Nations from before 
you, Jaſbua xxiii. 12, 13. My Lord muſt forget 

this laſt Particular, or neglect to compare it wit 
the preceding; otherwiſe he would have ſeen in'theſc 
Prophecies and their correſponding Events, a ſignal 
Manifeſtation of God Pye fr Goodneſs, Jul. 
tice, and Faithfulneſs: Goodneſs in giving what he 
ave, Juſtice in withholding what he withheld, and 
Faithfalneſs in both Diſpenfations, ee es 
As for peaceable Poſſeſſion — we haye already 
heard the Witneſs of Jaſbua, a very ſufficient Wit- 
neſs, one would preſume, as he was Generaliſſimo 
of the Ferviſh Forces, and Superintendant-Genetal' 
of the Affair. However, let us ſearch the Records 
of the Nation, here we meet with long Periods of 
Peace, under the Government of their firſt illuſtrious 
Commander, and under the ſubſequent Adminiſtra- 
tion of their Judges: The Land had Reſt from War, 
(72/b. xiv. 15), The Land had Reſt forty Years, 
(Judges iii, 11), The Land had Reſt eighty Years, 


I For ever, is evidently promiſed, on Condition of 
their Obedience, Whereas, in Cafe of Diſobedience, 
the very Reverſe is threatened, Deut. iv. 25, 26. 
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{ Judges iii. 09 We find the ſame Face of public 


epoſe, in the Reigns of David and Solomon, Aſa 
and Jehoſbaphat; and not of one only, but of every 
righteous and religious King ; or, if Peace departed 
for a Seaſon, Victory ſupplied its Place, and Succeſs 
crowned their Arms.—The Blefling of national 
Tranquility, was never promiſed to the ¶raelites. ab- 
ſolutely, but upon Condition of Fidelity to their 
Almighty Sovereign. Whenever they were entitled 
to it, by Virtue of this Promiſe, and their cor- 
reſponding Obedience, they never failed to enjoy it. 
Whenever they forfeited their Title, either by re- 
volting to Idolatry, or confiding in Idolaters, they 
were conſtantly puniſhed with inteſtine Commo- 
tions, or foreign Invaſion. What ſhall we infer . 
from hence? a Concluſion any Way prejudicial to 
the ſacred Annals? No; but greatly to their Glory. 
From hence it appears, that they are indeed the 
Annals of Heaven: A Regiſter, not merely of po- 
litical Conduct, but of divine Diſpenſations: The 
awful and important Memoirs of a real Theocracy, 
in which, according to the emphatical Language of 
Iſaiah, The Lord was their Judge, the Lord was 
their Law-giver, the Lord was their King. 

But theſe Facts, my Lord complains, are related 
in a confuſed Manner. To which I anſwer, We 
have each Reign in the proper Order of Time : 
The Parentage of the Sovereign is ſpecified, and 
his general Character given. We are informed at 
what Age he aſcended the Throne, and how long he 
ſwayed the Sceptre: Who were the eminent Perſons, 
and what the remarkable Incidents, which diftin- 
guiſhed his Government? how he died, and where 
te was buried. Is this Confuſion; where then ſhall 
we look for regular Arrangement? — Perhaps his 
Lordſhip means the interchangeable Narration of 
Occurrences, in the Kingdom of Judah, and the 


Kingdom of Hrael. This, I own, is ebſerved in 
3 the 
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the latter Parts of the ſacred Hiſtory. But this can 
no more be called Confuſion, than the Diſpoſition 
or varying Colours in ſome beautiful Piece of Me- 
ſaic, can be called —_— It is rather a fine 


Contraſt, or that pleaſing Diverſification in the 


Series of Hiſtorical Writing, which my Lord's 
poetical Friend ſo juſtly admires in the Decorations 
of a rural Seat: ” 


Here Order in Variety you ſee, 


Where all Things differ, and yet all agree. 
PoPE. 


_ 61 to Line 19, ſuppoſe I ſubjoin the follow- 
ing Note. Joſbua and Samuel wrought Miracles: 
Jſaiab and e foretold future Events. Tho' 
it is not abſolutely certain, that all the ſacred Hiſto- 
rians were Prophets, yet it is highly probable, from 
x Chron. xxix. 29. This, however, is unqueſtion- 
able, that their Writings were reviewed and approved 
by Men of prophetical Gifts, and the Approbation 
of ſuch Judges, muſt give a Sanction, little inferior 
to the Authority, which their own Compoſitions 
would claim. 

Page 71, at the Top of the Page add - My Lord 
tells us, That the Scripture Hiſtory contains an 
« Account of the Diviſions and Apoftacies, the 
„  Repentances and Relapſes, Triumphs and De- 
&« feats of the Iſraelites, under the occaſional Go- 
« vernment of their Judges, and under that of their 
„Kings, and of the Galilean and Samaritan Capti- 
« vity.” Whether this is mentioned by Way of 
Derogation, let the judicious Reader determine. I 
would beg Leave to obſerve, that theſe Occurrences, 
related in the ſcriptural Manner, with a continual 
Regard to the ſuperintending Hand of Providence, 
are ſome of the moſt weighty and intereſting Ma- 
terials, that can enrich = hiſtorical Page, _ 

3 | 0 


Obedience to their Almighty 
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ſo well calculated to teach Nations, to admoniſh 
Kings, and improve Poſterity. — His Lordſhip 
might have ſaid, with the utmoſt Veracity; and, I 
think, in common Juſtice, he ought to have ſaid: 
They contain alſo, the moſt unparalleled Inſtances 
of national Succeſs, and perſonal Atchievements ; 
the moſt beautiful and affecting Pictures of Virtue, 
delineated through all its Branches, in a Multipli- 
city of living Characters; than which nothing can 
be better accommodated, to excite the Attention, 
and charm the Imagination; to touch the Heart, 
and impreſs the Paſſions; to inflame them with the 
Love, and mould them into the Image of univerſal 
Holineſs. Here we behold a People always deſtitute 
of Cavalry, the main Strength of the Hake. yet 
always a Match, and more than a Match, for their 
moſt powerful Adverſaries, ſo long as they main- 
tained a dutiful Reliance on their God: A People, 
who left their Frontiers naked and deſenceleſs, at 
three ſtated Solemnities in every Vear; yet never 
were invaded, at this critical Juncture, by their 
moſt vigilant Enemies, ſo long as they perſiſted in 
3 a People, 

whoſe very Land, as well as its Inhabitants, was 
wonderful ; both the Scene and the Subject of Mi- 
racles: For, after five Vears unintermitted Tillage, 
(which, one would imagine, ſhould have exhauſted 
its prolific Powers) it yielded conſtantly a double 
Increaſe, in order to ſupply the Demands of the ſuc- 
ceeding Vear; when, by the divine Appointment, 
all was to lie fallow and uncultivated. Here we be- 
hold Men of ſuch ſingular and exalted Piety, that 
they walked with God, and were tranſlated into the 
Realms of Glory, without paſſing through the Gates 
of Death: Men of ſuch undaunted Courage, that 
they have rebuked Princes, confronted angry Mo- 
narchs, and ſmiled at the ſevereſt Menaces of a 
Tyrant, whoſe bare Frown has made the World to 
tremble : 


(9 
tremble : Men of ſuch heroic Abilities, that one of 
them has flain his Hundreds; another of them has 
put his Thouſanis to Flight; and both by the moſt 
contemptible ons a third without any Weapon, 
has given Ch 1 Lion, and the rang- 
ing Bear; ent them to Pieces, or ſmitten them 
to the Earti: Men, that have been empowered to 
ſhut or open the Sluices of the Sky; have com- 
manded the Ground to expand her horrid Jaws and 
ſwallow up the Living; or bid the Grave unlock 
her adamantine Doors, and reſtore the Dead: Men 
who have walked amidſt the burning fiery Furnace, 
as compoſed in their Spirits, and as ſecure in their 
Perſons, as if they had been taking the Air in ſome 
calm, ſequeſtred, ſhady Bower. In a Word, here 
is a Detail of ſuch marvellous Things, as no Eye 
hath ſeen performed in any other Nation'under Hea- 
ven; no Far has heard related by any other Annaliſt 
or Biographer whatever; 'and, though they are 
the very Sanctity of Truth, yet ſuch as never en- 
tered into the Imagination, even of Romance itſelf 
to conceive f. My Remarks, &c. 5 

Your Opinion with relation to the preceding Pa- 
ragraphs, will be received as a Favour, and attend- 
ed, I hope, with a Bleſſing.—I find, I am blamed, 
for animadverting on his Lordſhip's Style, (Page 

6.) For not giving his Lordſhip the Title of 
oble, not treating him with a Reſpect ſuitable to 


+ For, aſk now of the Days that are paſt, which 
were before thee, ſince the Day that God created Man 
upon the Earth; and aſk from one Side of Heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath been any ſuch 
Thing, as theſe graat Things are, or hath been heard 
like them, Deut. iv. 32. This, though ſpoken of the 
Miracles wrought in Egypt, and the Wonders mani- 
feſted in the Wilderneſs, is applicable to almoſt the 
whole Tenour of the Scriptural Hiſtory, 
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his Dignity. I have treſpaſled, it is farther alledged, 
againſt the Rules of Candour and Benevolence, 
= 33, 34, and Page 68. I know you have a 
large Share of Patience, may the Lord Jeſus (of 
whoſe Fulneſs his Saints receive, even Grace for 
Grace) multiply upon you, both this, and every 
other Fruit of the Spirit! Pray, what do you ap- 
prehend to be the preciſe Meaning of St. Paul's 
Expreſion £X ig 816 mire, — Romans 1 17. From 
Faith to Faith, as *tis tranſlated. „ 

T ſhould be much obliged, if you would let me 
know, what are ſome of the kt valuable Books, 
which you haye met with on various Subjects of 
Importance? What little Treatiſe is moſt proper 
to put into the Hands of illiterate People ?—What 
are ſome of the moſt judicious and improving Com 
poſitions in Biography? — What the moſt ſound 
and weighty Authors, that might be recommended 
to a young Student in Divinity + ?—You ſee I am 
always in the begging Strain, the Language of my 
Letters, is like the Horſe Leeches two Daughters, 
Give! Give —All I can do, by Way of Return, 
is to beſeech the King immortal, inviſible, the only 
wiſe God, to give you all ſpiritual Bleflings in hea- 
venly Things. —To do this, with all the Ability 
which God ſhall beſtow, will be as truly pleaſing to, 
as it is juſtly due from | 

Dear Sir, 
your much obliged, 
and very affectionate Friend, 


James HERvEy. 


| + See the Note in the LXXXIIId. Letter. 


V $25 


1 
LETTES XXL 


My dear Friend, Feb. 12, 


WILL take a Hundred of Fenks's + Every Man's 

ready Companion, for my Mind is not altered, 
ſince I promiſed this; nor my Charity Purſe drain- 
ed.— Tis a uſeful Book to give away. 
I am glad Fenkss Meditations fell, and I hope, 
the Lord will make them a Bleſſing to the Reader: 
*Tis pity they cannot be contrived in leſs than two 
Volumes Octavo. | 
Does Mr. ** want Amuſement? Let him take 
your Friend Dr, Young's Advice 3: 


Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 


Does Mrs. *** want it? You ſhould teach her 
to delight in God, and to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. 
A certain Gentlewoman in Miles's-Lane, whom 
you once reproved, has been taught to find her 
Conſolation, not in the Entertainments of the Stage, 
but in the aſſured Hopes of Heaven. 

Have you given liberally to the Poor? Aſk your 
Heart, whether you gave out of Lave to your dying 
Saviour? Was this the Motive? It would then be 
univerſally influential; and you would think you 
could never do enough for his Honour. 

If an Earthquake ſhould happen, aſk Mr, **#, 
(that Advocate for the Theatre) if he would like to 
be found in the Play-Houſe, and go from the Boxes, 
or Pit, to the great Tribunal? Indeed, indeed the 
Stage || is indefenſible, 

| Thanks 


+ Price ſingly 15. 64. Sold by Rivington in St. Paul's 
Church-Yard. | 
t See Letter XC. of this Volume. | 

|| See Law's abſolute Unlaw/ulneſs of the Stage fully 

demonſtrated.— And likewiſe Wither/poon's Serious In- 

| quiry. 


[ 4] 
Thanks for delivering my Meſſage. I wiſh you 
a ſafe Return, and the continual Guidance of Hea- 
ven. 
Your's moſt cordially, 
My Meflenger waits, 
pardon Haſte, J. H. 


LETTER XXVII. 


Dear Sir, IWefton- Favell, May 19, 1753. 


I Have lately been ſomewhat buſied in preparing a 
2 Sermon to be preached before the Clergy, at our 
Archdeacon's Vifitation: and to my weak Nerves, 
and languid Spirits, a little Buſineſs is a Toil. A 
Commentator, with whom I with you may long be 
unacquainted, has taught me the Meaning of $9- 
lomon's Deſcription, ++ The Graſshopper ſhall be 
« '2 Burden.” | 
This, I hope, will apologize for my Delay, in 
anſwering more fully your laſt very obliging Fa- 
vour. More fully, i ſay, becauſe, in a former Let- 
ter, I acknowledged the Receipt of a Parcel with 
your Remarks. Let me once more, dear Sir, re- 
turn my ſincereſt Thanks for thoſe judicious and 
delicate Obſervations. They are fo valuable, that 


guiry into the Nature and Effe@s of the Stage, being an 
Attempt to ſhew that contributing to the Support of a 
Public Theatre is inconſiſtent with the Character of a 
Chriſtian, This was reckoned by Mr. Herwey the moſt 
maſterly Piece ever printed on the Subject.— Twas 
wrote b the ſame Gentleman who publiſhed the va- 
luable Fray on the Connection between the Doctrine of 
Fuſtification and the imputed Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Holineſs of Life.—He wrote likewiſe The Charac- 
teriſtics, which have been mach admired for the Keen- 
eſs of the Satire, and Livelineſs of the Diction. Sold 
by Millar in the Strand. 


I cannot 
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I cannot but be very deſirous to have the other Parts 
of my propoſed Work, undergo the ſame Scrutiny, 
and receive a Poliſh from the fame Hand. If this 
kind Office will not too much interrupt your own 
Studies, give me a Permiſſion to ſend another 
Packet; and withal a Direction, how I ſhall tranſ- 
mit it to you moſt expeditiouſly. 

You will caſily perceive, from ſeveral Hints, per- 
haps, from the whole "I'enour of my Writing, that 
your new Friend is, what People would call a mo- 
derate Calviniſt. Your Sentiments in ſome Parti- 
culars, may differ from mine. Freely object, where- 


ever this is the Caſe: 1 aſſure you, I can bear, I 


ſhall delight to have my Notions ſifted. Nor am I 
ſo attached to any favourite Scheme, but I can 
readily relinquiſh it, when Scripture and Reaſon 
_ convince me it is wrong. - When I ſee wiſe and 


learned Men, forming Opinions different from mine, 


I hope, it will make me diffident of my own Judg- 
ment; teach me © not to lean to my own Under- 
ſtanding ;*” and prompt me to apply more earneſtly, 
for that bleſſed Spirit, whoſe Office it is, © to lead 
& into all Truth.“ 

I ſhall be glad to hear, that the Work you have 
in Hand js going on with Expedition, What a 
Privilege will it be, and what a diſtinguiſhing Fa- 
vour, if the great eternal God vouchſafes to make 
Uſe of our Pens to bring any Glory to his Name, 
or impart any ſpiritual Good to his People ! 'To no 
Occaſion is the wiſe Man's Exhortation more ap- 
plicable ; * Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do 
& it with all thy Might; for there & no Work, nor 
Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom, in the 
& Grave, whither thou goeſt.” —I have a Treatiſe 
intitled, Dr. Hildrop's + Huſbandman's Spiritual 

+ Tis reckoned a lively, ſenſible, and ingenious 
Performance, and a fit Preſent for Countrymen and 
others. Sold by Rivington | 
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Companion; but never read a Page in it, nor ever 
heard a Character of it. I have a Diſcourſe upon 
the fame Subject, amongſt the Writings of Mr. 
Flavel; it is a long Time fince I ſaw it, and then I 
only dipped into it, fo that I cannot pretend to give 
a Character of it: Only J think, in general, that 
Flave! abounds with fine Sentiments, exalted Piety, 
and his Language, for the moit Part, is expreſſive. 
and beautiful, | 

Poſſibly you will wonder that I ſhould have had 
the Treatiſe you inquire after fo long, and not have 
peruſed a fingle Page of the Book; and you juſtly 
might, in Caſe I had bought it: But it came to me 
by Inheritance. My Study is compoſed of the Books, 
that were collected by my Father, and Grand-fa- . 
ther: Among which there are Multitudes, to which 
I ſhall continue a Stranger, as long as I live, though 
they ſtand at my Right-hand and my Left every 
Day.—T want to be better acquainted with God's 
Holy Word—to have its ineſtimable Truths lodged 
in my Memory—its heavenly Doctrines imprefled 
upon my Heart that my Tempers may take their 
Faſhion from it that my private Converſation may 
be ſeaſoned with it, and my publick Miniſtrations 
enriched by it.— Thus, dear Sir, may the Word of 
Chriſt dwell in us richly! g 

Will you give me Leave to lay before you a Plan 
of the Work? (Part of which has already rectived, 
and the Remainder humbly requeſts, your improving 
Touches)—v/z. Sincere Obedience not ſufficient 
for our Juſtification— The Deſign of God's Law, 
to convince of Sin, and bring to Chriſt—Some 
farther Objections urged and anſwered +: The 
whole ſummed up. Our Friends part, but agree to 
correipond.—Theron more attentively obſerving his 
Heart and Life, is convinced of his guilty State; 


+ See Page 78, 
and 


E 

and begins to ſee the Neceſſity of a better Righte- 
ouſneſs than his own; deſires to ſee what can be 
alledged in Support of the Inputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs.— This occaſions ſome Letters from 
Apaſio, wherein the Point is proved, from the Arti- 

es and Homilies of our Church; from the Writ- 
ings of our moſt eminent Divines; from the Old 
and New Teſtament. —The Excellency of this 
Righteouſneſs diſplayed, both from its matchleſs Per- 
fection, and the Dignity of the Author. A Letter 
or two from Theron, by Way of carrying on the 
epiſtolary Intercourſe, relating to the Wonders of 
Creation, as they appear both in the Sea, and on the 
Land; chiefly calculated to manifeſt the Goodneſs 
of the Creator, not without a View to the main 
Subjet.— The Influence of this Righteouſneſs, on 
moral Virtue and evangelical Holineſs— Our Friends 
brought together again. Theron, under diſcouraging 
Apprehenſions— The Freeneſs of Grace, and of the 
Gift of Righteouſneſs—Difcourte on Faith, by which 
we are united to Chriſt, and intereſted in his Righ- 
teouſneſs—'The noble, beneficial, and delightful Uſe 
to be made of this Doctrine Theron relapſes into 
Sins of Infirmity : His Faith ſhaken: Supports pro- 
per for ſuch a State—Sanctihcation ; its Nature, its 
Principles, its Progreſs. —4ſpa/io ſeized with a ſud- 
den and fatal Illneis; his Sentiments and Behaviour 
in his laſt Moments. 

Theſe, dear Sir, are the Stamina of my intended 
Piece. Oh! that He, who educes ſo many Mil- 
lions of elegant Leaves, lovely Flowers, and grace- 
ful Plants, from the Seeds of Spring, may enable 
this enfeebled Hand to dilate, fill up, and finiſh the 
Whole! 

As ſoon as I conclude this Epiſtle, L write to a 
very ingenious Friend of your's : With whom, ſeve- 
ral Years ago, I had begun to form an Acquaint- 
ance ; but my Departure from Oxford, and other 

Accidents, 


e 


Accidents, interrupted the Intercourſe for ſeveral 
Years. And I was informed, to my unfeigned Sor- 
row, that Mr, *** was dead. But a Letter lately 
received from him, moſt agreeably undeceived me, 


and brought a very welcome Overture for a Re- 


newal of our Correſpondence, God Almighty 
grant, that all our ſocial Communication may be a 
happy Means, not only of cheriſhing our Affection, 
and refining our Taſte, but alſo of quickening our 
Love to the bleſſed Jeſus, and animating our Zeal 
for his ſacred Intereſts ; or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
my Wiſh, with an Energy which no Language but 
his own can reach, that they may be ſubſervient and 
eftectual £66 TapoZvoyuor aYuny; 1% XGNDV EY, 

One or two Articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my Plan. But this + will direct where they are to 
be introduced.“ The Corruption of our Nature, 
« demonſtrated, firſt from Scripture, then from Ex- 
« perience. Between which, to relieve or enter- 
e tain the Reader, is inſerted a Dialogue on the 
« admirable Formation and CEconomy of the Hu- 
© man Body.”— The Viſitation Sermon I men- 
tioned in the Beginning, though perfectly plain and 
artleſs, is in the Preſs : It will wait upon you in the 
next Parcel, as ſoon as I have the Favour of your 
Anſwer. It is printed for the Relief of a poor af- 
flicted Child, as a ſhort Advertiſement will inform 
the World. The Perſon, to whoſe Management 
it is conſigned, informs me, that he has given Or- 
ders for an Impreſſion of two T houſand; beſides a 
Hundred and Fifty, which I have beſpoke for my- 
ſelf. Would this Circumſtance recommend it to 
your beneficent and worthy Friend Dr, * I 
may now no longer look upon it as a Diſcourſe de- 
livered by me, but as an Agent for the Miſerable, 
and an Advocate for the Diſtreſſed ; I ſhould there- 


+ See Page 76, 
fore 


1 


fore be very glad, and much obliged, if he would, 
8 Caſe he approves the Performance) purchaſe 
ome. of them, in order to give away, Of this he 
may be aſſured, that, by every one, of which he 
ſo diſpoſe, he will do a real Act of Charity to 
a diſeaſed and crippled Youth; and I ſhall not ceaſe 
to pray, that the, God of infinite Goodneſs may ac- 
company the + Piece, with his divine Bleſſing, and 
make the Gift an Act of ſpiritual Charity to the- 
Reader's Soul. Be pleaſed. to preſent my moſt re- 
ſpectful Compliments to the Doctor; and give me 
Leave to expect, not a Line, but a Sheet filled with 
your Thoughts. Then I ſhall promiſe myſelf one 
Thing more, that you will, in the Speed of your 
Favours, as well as in the Worth of-its Contents, | 
exceed, greatly exceed, | 


Dear Sir, 


your truly affectionate, | 


and very much obliged Friend, | 
James HERVEY, l 


L. ET TEX XXII 


Madam, | 
LAM pleaſed not a little, to hear a Lady of your 


fine Senſe and blooming Years, declare, That an 
Inquiry, relating to everlaſting Salvation, “ has 
„taken up much of her Thoughts.“ Let me in- 
treat you to 5 on, and imitate that excellent Wo- 
man, whoſe Panegyric is uttered by Wiſdom and I 
Truth itſelf; << Mary hath choſen that better Part, 1 
„ which ſhall not be taken from her.” | 


+ A Viſitation Sermon, intitled, The Cro/5 of Chriſt 
the Chriftian's Glory, preached by Mr. Hervey at the- 
Viitation held in Northampton, on May 10, 1753. 


You 


--T-80-:3 

You inquire, © Whether the Ele of God have 
* not an zzward Aſſurance, that they ſhall be ſaved?” 
— Your Caſuiſt takes Leave to anſwer the Queſ- 
tion, by aſking another. Why ſhould not you and 
| = = ir hor have this Aſſurance ?—ls it not a Bleſ- 
ſing, intended for Chriſtians in general? We know 
fays the Apoſtle, that we are paſſed from Death 
unto Liſe. He ſays not I and ſome eminent Saints, 
but we; including thoſe Believets, to whom he 
wrote, thoſe, among whom He preached, and all 
thoſe, who hereafter ſhould belicve, thro' his Word. 

Is not this a moſt deſirable Knowledge? On the 
other Hand, can any thing be more afflicting, than 
a State of Siſpenſe with regard to this all- important 
Affair? To be in Suſpenſe whether my final Lot 
will fall, in the Regions of endleſs Miſery, or the 
Manſions of eternal Glory ?—Inſupportable Can 
it be the Will of our moſt indulgent Creator, that 
we ſhould ſpend our Days, in this fad Uncertainty 
and diſtreſſing Anxiety —Impoſſible! 

But have we 4 Warrant for this Aſſurance ?— 
We have the bet of Warrants, the Gift of God. If 
— good Father gives you a Pair of Diamond Ear- 

ings, or (which, rightly improved, will be much 
more ornamental) a neatly printed Bible; do not 
you look upon this as a ſufficient Warrant to call 
theſe Preſents your own £ Do not you reſt fully aſ- 
ſured that by virtue of your Parent's Gift, they are 
your unqueſtionable Property. — Perhaps you will 
lay, where has God almighty done any thing like 
this? where has he given Salvation or Life eternal 
to me? Be pleaſed to conſult 1 St. "7 v.. 1. 1 
and you will find an Anſwer; which, I hope, will 
prove perfectly ſatisfactory and highly delightful. 


+ And this is the Record, that God hath given to 
us eternal Life: and this Life is in his Sen. 


Is 
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Is hs ſpoken to- 2 * you, Madam; to the 
young Ladies of Acquaintance, and to every 
one, who reads it. "Life eternal is glven, juſt as 
the Manna was given in tha Wilderneſs, The 
Manna, which each hungry Te raelite might gather, | 
and eat it. Liſe eternal, that yery poor nnef may 
receive and enjoy it Nat F have 0 Merit, nothin 
to deſerve it.— Then you have juſt as much as the 
all-gracious' God re 50. Without Money, and 
without Price, is his bounti ee the a Precly 
and abſtracted from all P 
Terms. You have ns Merit, wot and 1 i 
leſs than none. But has our divinely excellent 
deemer nothing meritorious! For his Sake, this Sock 
nificent and glorious Gift is conferred.” Not we 
Ourſelves, but Jefus Chriſt the rightedns has © 
tained eterna 5 * e r 

May I then aſſuredly belirve, that God gives eter- 
nal Life to me P—May you | glorify God's Truth f 


may you glorify his Grace? m 

Death an Obedtenee of his belo cd £9 1 
ou * u ought, it is your Privilege and 

* 


chat God ami wad 
gives to er Lit. ** 


When you 25 fe this Gift, 166k 

your Portion live in the moſt comfortab Eper 
Ui 1 of it; rel ing on Nothing valuable in your- 
felf, but depen g entirely upon the faithful Pro- 

mie of Ha, who cannot lie. . Then you will feet 
your Heart inclined to ave your moſt adorable Be- 
nefaftor ;—then you will ftudy to pleaſe Him in all 
your Converſation ;—then — will be truly holy, 
All which is, with great Sincerity, wiſhed by the 
amiable Mifs ***'s 


E 
Janes HEZV EY. 


Vor. I. | G LE T. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Dear Sir, Wſton- Favell, Auguft 18, 1753. 
1 Have now procured ſome Franks, and leſt the 
Want of this Vehicle ſhould retard the Delight 
and Improvement, which I always receive from 
your Correſpondence, I take Leave to encloſe one. 
Tis for your Uſe, but my Benefit. 

I received the Parcel, and owe you my Thanks 
for the Preſent. I wonder, that you ſhould be 
backward to gratify Mr. *. Certainly, you have 
Truth on your Side. The Arguments are nervous 
and concluſive ; clearly and (for the moſt Part) 
conciſely ſtated, urged with Propriety, and a be- 
coming Warmth ; yet without any, of that Wrath 
of Man, which worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
God; but rather (for I apprehend, there is a paws 
in the Eon obſtructs its Advance, both in 
ourſelves and others. If I was in your Caſe, I 
would let my Arrow fly, as far as Providence is 
pleaſed to cory it: And I beſeech the bleſſed God 
to proſper it, that it may give a mortal Blow to Er- 
ror, and co-operate with his own holy Word, in 


being profitable mpeg iſ[g09,—Now-I mention Mr. 


**, pray let me deſire you to aſk, when you write 
to him again, whether he received, ſome Months 
ago, a Letter from me. If it miſcarried, I ſhall 
with Pleaſure ſupply its Place with another : for, 
though I have now but very few Correſpondents, 
and my enfeebled Conſtitution will allow me to 
write but few Letters, I ſhall ſtrive hard to keep up 
an Intercourſe with thoſe Gentlemen, from whom 1 
expect to have my Taſte rehned, or my Mind im- 
you And among that Number I reckon 
8 2. 

I ſhall ſincerely rejoice to hear, that your Eye is 
ſtrengthened and your Health confirmed. How 

| valuable 

8; 
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valuable are theſe Bleſſings ! eſpecially to thoſe whs 
employ them for the Honour, and devote them to 
the Service of Chriſt. -I wiſh you had taken Miz 
nutes of what you ſaw moſt remarkable, in your 
Tour through Weftmoreland and Cumberland. A 
Deſcription of thoſe Counties would be very ac- 
ceptable to us, who inhabit a more regular, and 
better cultivated Spot. Deſcribed in your Lan- 
guage, and embelliſhed with your Imagination, ſuch 
an Account might be highly pleaſing to all; and 
grafted with religious Improvements, might be equally 
edifying.—Such kind of Writings ſuit the preſent 
Takte. We don't love cloſe Thinking: That is 
moſt likely to win our Approbation, which exte- 
nuates the Fancy, without fatiguing the Attention. 
Since this is the Diſpoſition of the Age, let us en- 
deavour to catch Men by Guile; turn even a Foi- 
ble to their Advantage, and bait the Goſpel-Hook, 
agreeably to the prevailing Taſte.—In this Senſe, 
« Become all Things to all Men.“ vm 
Permit me to aſk, Whether you have yet ſeen 
Miiſius de OEconomia Federum Mr wiſh, for m 

own Sake, that you was ſomewhat acquainted wi 
this Author; becauſe, if you ſhould be inclined to 
know the Reaſon and Foundation of my Sentiments 
on any particular Point, + F/ithus might be my 
Spokeſman: He would declare my Mind, better 
than I could myſelf. - - 2 1 5935 
Converſing ſome Time ago with a very ingenious 
Gentleman, he made an Obſervation, which I think 
is new and curious ; I ſhould be glad of your Opi- 
nion, whether you think it rational and ſolid. It 
was upon thoſe Words, Banzh;ouws S&xn;, erideorws 70 


x*9por, Heb, vi. 2. This Paſlage is generally ſup- 


+ A Tranſlation of this favourite Author of Mr. 
. Herwey's would ſurely be acceptable, eſpecially as the 
Original is fo very ſcarce. mm 


5 Gs. . poſed, 
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poſed, eſpecially by the Writers of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, to denote the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
the Rite of Confirmation, —With regard to the lat- 
ter, my Friend gueried, whether the Practice of Con- 

rmation can be allowed to conſtitute one of the 
Fundamentals (Yewna) of Chriſtianity — With re- 


9 4 to the former, can it be ſnewn, that the Apoſ- 


e, in any other Place, calls the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm Banhoyo, in the plural Number? May not 
then the Clauſe more properly refer to two eminent 
F Uſages; the various Purifications made by 

aſhings, and the Impoſition of Hands on the pia- 
eular Victims The one of which repreſented a Pu- 
my of Heart and Life; the other was expreſſive of 
a Tranſlation of Puniſhment, from the Offerer to 
his Sacrifice. —Then we have fignified, in Lan- 
guage familiar to the Hebrew, and by Images with 
which they were perfectly acquainted, the Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, and the Subſtitution of Chriſt 
in our Stead. — What ſeems to corroborate this Con- 
jecture is, the vaſt Importance of theſe two Arti- 


cles. They are the two grand N Pe- 


culiarities of the Chriſtian Scheme: Without them, 
every. Treatiſe upon Fundamentals muſt be extreme- 
ly defective. 


Il am much pleaſed with your Remark on a cer- 


tain learned ** The Heart ſarely ſhould be en- 
ged in the Preacher's Office, as well as the 
3 a 


Ae Paſſions then the Pagans of the Soul? 


| Reaſon alone baptiz'd? Alone ordain'd 
To touch Things ſacred? | 


The great Apoſtle was fervent in Spirit, as well as 
cogent in arguing. He beſeeches, conjures, and 
charges his People. He adds Prayers to his Intrea- 
ties, and Tears to his Prayers. hen he reaſons, 
Conviction ſhines ;, when he exhorts, Pathos on 
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May your Diſcourſes, dear Sir, be ſtrong with he 
one, warm with the other, and by beth be happi 

inſtrumental, © to turn Sinners from + Dackieſs | 
&« unto Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins.” 
— We have very wet unkindly Weather for the Har- 
veſt. May it teach us all to ſee our Dependence 
on that divine Hand, which giveth Rain from Hea- 
ven and fruitful Seaſons. May it ſtir us up to long 
more ardently for that Inheritance which 1s incor» 
ruptible, as well as undefiled ! whoſe Character is 
Perfection, and whoſe Duration is Eternity. Into 
this, dear Sir, may you, and many of your Hearers, 
many of your — in due Time, have an 
abundant Entrance ! and there find, as a Monu- 
ment of Mercy, and a Trophy of redeeming Grace, 


your truly affectionate Friend, 
James Hervey. 


LETTER XXXI. 


| Weſton, October 28, 1753. 
ND muſt I reſume my Correſpondences? Does 
> my dear Mr. * join with ſeyeral other 
Friends, to render me inexcufably rude, if I ne- 
gle writing any longer? — Then, with the divine 
Aſſiſtance, I will again take up my Pen, though an 
inceſſant Series of Infirmities has wore it to the ver 
Stumps; for which Reaſon I had thrown it aſide, 
with an Intention to continue filent, and ipaQtive, 
as a dead Man out of Mind, | | 
To make ſome Reparation for my paſt Negli- 
ence, I acknowledge your late Favour without any 
elay. Yeſterday I received it, and To- day I an- 


+ See As xi, 18. | 
8 3 ſwer 


18 


ſwer it; even though I might juſtly plead Weari- 
neſs, as an Excuſe for a dilatory Conduct. I have 
this Afternoon been preaching to a crouded Au- 


dience The Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant it may be an 
edified one] You would be ſurpriſed, and I believe 


4 every Body wonders, that I am able to officiate for 


myſelf. I am ſo weak, that I can hardly walk to the 
wo of my Pariſh, though a ſmall one; and / 


tender, that I dare not viſit my poor Neighbours, for 
fear of catching Cold in their bleak Houſes ; yer T 
am enabled, on the Lord's Day, to catechiſe, and 
expound to my Children in the Morning, and to 


| ee in the Afternoon. And every Medneſday 


vening, Hay-Time and Harveſt only excepted, I 
read Prayers and give them a Lecture- Sermon in 
Meſton Church. This is the Lord's Doing, or, as 
your favourite Book expreſſes it, this is owing to 
* the good Hand of my God upon me.” foin 
with me, my dear Friend, in adoring his Grace, and 
pray, that if my Life is ſpared, my Capacity for his 
Service may be prolonged ; that, if it be his bleſſed 
Will, the Day, which puts an End to the oze, may 
put a Period to the other, | 

I thank you for your News from the V. I 


aſſure you, it is highly pleaſing to hear, eſpecially 


concerning the Proſperity of my old Acquaintance. 
IT often think of them, and with deep Le. for 
my Unprofitableneſs amongſt them. Blefled be 
God for ever and ever, that both they, and I may 
have a better Righteouſneſs than our own. May we 
all grow in Grace, and ere long meet in Glory! 

a You need not doubt, bur it is a Pleaſure to m 

Heart, to remember, in my beſt Moments, that va- 


'Juable and valued Friend, with whom I have fre- 


uently took ſweet Counſel on Earth, and with whom 
T fhall quickly be admitted into the Heaven of Hea- 


yens ; there to behgld the Glory, the inconceivable 
{ and 
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and eternal Glory of him, who loved us both, and 
has waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood. 
God has been pleaſed to pity the poor Youth, for 
whoſe Relief the Viſitation Sermon I preached at 
Northampton was printed. Through his good Pro- 
vidence, an Edition of two Thouſand is diſpoſed of; 
beſides a ſupernumerary Proviſion of two Hundred, 
deſtined to the Uſe of my Pariſhes. Nay, the Ma- 
nager for the diſtreſſed Object, is venturing upon 
another Edition. See, dear Sir, if God will bleſs, 
who can blaſt? If He will further, what can ob- 
ſtrut? A Feather, a Straw, if he pleaſes to com- 
mand, ſhall be a poliſhed Shaft in his Quiver. Truft 
rot therefore in Eloquence or Arguinent, in Depth 
of Thought or Beauty of Style, both which are con- 
feſedly wanting in the 1 Caſe, but truſt ye in 
the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting Strength. 20 DS: 
I am ſurpriſed, that any Attendant on the ** of 
*** ſhould inquire after my Sermon, unleſs it was 
to criticiſe, cenſure, and expoſe it: Becauſe, there 
was really given too much Occaſion, both to his 
** and all his Friends, to reſent what ſome Time 
ago I ſeemed to have done, In the Midft of the 
Controverſy between the ** and the **, there was 
put into the ** Journal a Paragraph from a Letter 
of mine, conſiſting of a pretty high Encomium on 
Mr. ***, As though I ſhould, unchallenged and 
unprovoked, ſtep forth to confront your **; or 
ſhould think to bear down a *** ObjeCtions by my 
ſingle Authority.—This was alſo inſerted in the 
moſt offenſive Manner; not as an Extract from a 
private Epiſtle, without the Conſent or Knowledge 
of the Writer, but introduced as my own Act, and 
ſubſcribed with my own Name. 
I have found no Reaſon to retract one Jot or 
Tittle of what was ſaid. And God forbid, that I 
ſhould be aſhamed of that incomparable Miniſter of 
7 G 4 Jeſus ' 
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Jeſus Chriſt ; than whom, I know no Man on Earth, 
who has more of the amiable and heavenly Spirit 
of Chriſt, Nor do I remember to have met with, 
in all my Reading, a Perſon, ſince the Days of Mi- 
racle and N ſo eminently ow or {a 
e 


extenſively uſeful. Yet to obtrude his Character 
on the Publick, at ſuch a "Time, and with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, had ſuch an Air of Officiouſneſs, Self- 
conceit, and Arrogance, as muſt neceſſarily diſguſt 
others, and is what I would abſolutely diſavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a well. 
meaning and moſt pious Man ; but, in this Particu- 
lar, very injudicious. It is much to be deſired, tht 
religious Perſons may have Wiſdom with their Zea; 
Eyes in their Wings, that, as far as is conſiſtent 
with the Exerciſe of Integrity, and the Diſ- 
charge of Duty, we may give no Offence, neither 
8 us Few, nor to the Greek, nor to the Church of 
Accept my ſincereſt Thanks for your promoting 
the Spread of my Sermon, and continue your * 
for its enfeebled Author, that, if the moſt High 
God youchſafes to employ him in any other Work 
for the Honour of his dear Son, he may be enabled 
to find out acceptable Words, and that which is 
written may be the Words of Truth. 

y affectionate Compliments wait upon Mrs. 
***. May you and your's dwell under the Defence 
of the moſt High, and abide under the Shadow of 
the Almighty! 


I am, dear Sir, 
moſt cordially and inviolably your's, 
| IJ. Hanvey., 


LE T- 


* 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Dear Sir, Maſlon, May 5, 1754. 
8 OME time ago, Mr. ſes Browne was fo kind 
as to tranſmit to me three of your Letters, which 
gave me both Pain and Pleaſure.—Pain, to think 
how I had neglected to cultivate ſo valuable a Cor- 
reſpondence - Pleaſure and Improvement, from the 
Peruſal of your truly judicious Remarks on Mr. 
Kennicott's Performance, and Mr. Goadby's Attempt. 
— The latter I am afraid, is not ſenſible of the great 
Importance, and no ſmall Difficulty of writing a 
proper Comment on the whole Bible. To explain 


and illuſtrate, with any tolerable Juſtice, a Book ſa 


very ſublime, ſo vaſtly comprehenſive, ſurely ſhould 
be the Work, not of a few Months or Years, but 
of his whole Life, were his Abilities ever fo diſtin- 
guiſhed. I ſhould be extremely ſorry, to ſee that 
3 Gift of Heaven, come abroad into the 

orld—with ſuch a Collection of Remarks, as 
might be more likely to depreciate, than miniſter to 


its univerſal Acceptance. | 


You are pleaſed to mention my intended Wor 
and to offer your kind Aſſiſtance; an Offer, which 
I aſſure you 1 highly value: I deſire nothing fo 
much, as to have the ſame Impartiality of Criticiſm 
exerciſed upon my Manuſcript, as you have beſtowed 
upon the aforementioned Writings. When m 
Piece has been enriched by your Corrections, an 
if it receives your Imprimatur, it ſhall go to the 
Preſs without Delay, as there is a Likelihood of a 
large Demand for the Work, both at Home and 
Abroad, This Conſideration makes me timorous 
and diffident, eſpecially, as my inceſſant Infirmities 
and unconquerable Languors render me ſadly unht | 
for the Support of ſo weighty and io grand a Cauſe, 


Tf it was not for ſuch a Declaration in the Word of 


Truth 
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Truth and Life as this,.“ Not by Might, nor b 
« Strength, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord,” 
ſhould totally deſpair of any Succeſs.—Excuſe, dear 
Sir, this haſty Scribble: Strengthen the feehleſt of 
all Hands, engaged in the divine Jeſus's Service, 
and pity a Man, whoſe Head aches while he writes 
to you; and Heart almoſt fails, when he writes for 


the Publick. But is, amidſt all his Weakneſſes, 


your very ſincere and much obliged Friend, 


James HERVEY, 


LETTER. XXIII. 


Ay dear Friend, Mſten Favell, May 20, 1754. 


OUR Letter was good News from a far Coun- 
try, and made doubly welcome, by a long pre- 
ceding Silence, and by the valuable Hand that 
brougnt it. | | 
Mr. ** gave me his Company one Afternoon. 
We talked of Chriſt Jeſus and his beloved Miniſter 
at **: Oh! that our Converſation may be edify- 
ing, and build us mutually up in our moſt holy 
Faith !—He was fo obliging, as to preſent me with 
the Picture of the late worthy Dr. Doddridge. I 
hope, when I view it, I ſhall be reminded of the 
Inſcription of Sennacherib's Statue 4 Es t Tig Of aw? 
evorSn; g +, Or rather, that it will addreſs me 
with the Apoſtle's Admonition ; “ Be ye not ſloth- 
“ ful, but Followers of them, who through Faith 
« and Patience inherit the Promiſes,” 
Mr. ** has likewiſe tranſmitted to me ſeven of 
10 Sermons, ſix on common, one on ſuperfine 
aper. For the latter I ſincerely than, you; for 


+ The Engliſh of this Greek is, Whoever looks on 
me, let him worſhip God. | 2 


the 


1989 


the former I deſire you will give me Leave to 
you, I propoſe to gratify and oblige my Friends 
with them; and it ſeems utterly unreaſonable, that 
J ſhould be generous at your Expence.—l admire 
and applaud your noble Reliance on God and his 
Providence; and, were you a ſingle Man, I would 
not offer to interpoſe a prudential Hint. But, per- 
haps, the other amiable Parts of yourſelf, may not 
have the ſame ſteady and triumphant Faith. For 
their Sakes therefore it may be adviſable, to take the 
Ant for a Pattern, and lay up Something againſt a 
rainy Day. | 
I heartily wiſh, that good Providence, on which 
ou depend, may ſpread your Piece, and proſper it 
in the World. Sure you ſhould ſuffer it to be ad- 
vertiſed in ſome of the principal News-Papers. I 
dare ſay, you deſire, you covet, you are ambitious 
to do Good, and be extenſively uſeful. As this then 
is a commodious open Door, let not my Friend's 
Modeſty or Self-Diffidence ſhut it. | 
I have no Deſire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to 
Syſtems, human Syſtems of Religion; I know 
other devout and godly Perſons, that diſlike them, 
They have been ſerviceable to my Soul, and when- 
ever [ read them, I think, they are bleſſed to my 
Improvement and Comfort : Only let us all concur, 
in prizing the bleſſed Book of God. May we enter 
into its Treaſures more and more, and ſhed abroad 
the ſweet Savour of its Doctrine in every Place! 
Above all, my dear Mr. ** may we never ceaſe to 
teſtify of him, who is the Alpha and Omega of the 
Scripture, and the Soul and Center of the whole 
Chriſtian Religion; who is by infinite Degrees, the 
moſt grand and amiable Repreſentative of the eter- 
nal Godhead to the Church ; and the only Source 
of Pardon and Acceptance, of Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, of Grace and Glory, to the Believer. 
I rejoice 
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L rejoice to find, that you take in good Part my 
very free Remarks, and very feeble Attempts to cri- 
ticiſe. Indeed, I did not doubt but you would, —L 
ſend two or three Manuſcripts, and beg of you to 
exerciſe the ſame Frankneſs of Admonition, and the 
fame Impartiality of Cenſure upon them. My 
Bookſeller tells me, it cannot be compriſed in leſs 
than three Volumes. I have always had an Aver- 
Bon to /o diffuſive a Work, Many will not have 
Ability to purchaſe them; many not have Leiſure 
to read them, and to ſome, I fear, the very Sight of 
three Volumes would be like Loads of Meat to a 
fickly or ſqueamiſh Stomach, Yet I cannot contract 
the Work, and reduce it to the Size of two, without 
omitting thoſe Parts, which are intended to entertain 
the Reader, keep him in good Humour, and allure: 
or bribe him to go on. What would you adviſe ? 

J have not ſeen Lord *** Works, And ſince 
their Character is fo forbidding, their Tendency ſo 
hurtful, I ſhall not attempt to ſee them. I dor't 
queſtion, but the great Phyſician will provide an 
Antidote for this Poiſon, and the almighty Head of 
the Church will enable his Diſciples to tread on ſuch 
Serpents. 

I am this Day a Priſoner in my Chamber, and 
write in much Pain, Bleſſed be God for that 
World, where all Tears will be wiped away from 
our Eyes, and “ there will be no more Pain.” 
And bleſſed be God for a Saviour, who is the Way 
to thoſe happy Manſions, and the Door of Admiſ- 
fon into them. —Oh that every Thing may lead 
my dear Friend and me more and more to Chriſt ! 

In Him alone Peace, and Reſt, and true Joy are to 
* be found. 

I fend Letters viii, ix, x, xi. and Dial. xv, xvii, 

Do, my dear Sir, improve, poliſh, and enrich them, 
And, if God almighty bleſſes them, if our adored 
Redeemer vouchſafes to work by them, I will thank 


you, 
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you, not only in theſe Regions of Sin and Mor- 
tality, but when I meet before the Throne of the 
Lamb, and amidſt the Angels of Light. Till then 
may the Father of Mercies keep you as the Apple 
of his Eye, and make you a poliſhed Arrow in his 
Quiver. Believe me to be, dear Sir, | 


your ſincere, obliged, and 
affectionate Brother in Chriſt, J. H. 


LETTER WMV. 


Dear Sir, We/ton, May 30, 1754. 
Eſterday I received your valuable Letter. I 
thank you for the comfortable Prayer: It ex- 
actly ſuits my Circumſtances, wy I be enabled to 
breathe it from my very Soul in Faith, and may it 
enter into the Ears of the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt Pray make no Apology for the 
Length of your Letter. Whenever you favour me 
with another, the more = Teer your Pen to en- 

large, the more you will oblige and improve 

— wiſh T Succeſs in nithin 
iſtorical Treatiſe, and ſhall 
much pleaſed to peruſe it. ; 


Your Solution of the Difficulty in As vii. is 


very ingenious, and ſubſerves the Purpoſes of Piety. 
But do you think the Patriarchs would interr the 


Sichemites in a Burying-place, which belonged to a 


Stranger; and not rather depoſit them in their Fa- 
mily- Vaults, or the Sepulchres where their Anceſ- 
tors lay ?—I ſhould be glad to ſee the Sequel of your 
Diſſertation concerning the fallen Angels.—T ſend 
herewith four of my Dialogues, — which I beg of 


you to examine with a kind Severity. I do aſſure 


you, I can bear to receive Cenſure from a Friend, 
and will kiſs the Lips that adminiſter it, eſpecially 
| when 
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when it is intended to preſerve my Attempts to fur- 
ther the glorious Goſpel from the Contempt of the 
Publick.—! will ere long ſend yeu in a Frank a gene- 
ral View of mv Plan, which, in the Execution is 
become too prolix; and cannot be comprehended in 
leſs than three Volumes, of the ſame Size with the 
Meditations, unleſs ſome judicious Friend will help 
me to curtail and abridge. I am very unwilling to 
publiſh a Work conſiſting of three Volumes; 1 ap- 
prehend, this will obftruct the Sale not a little, Be 
ſo kind as to ſerve my Eſſays as you have treated 
Mr. Goadby's Expoſitory Notes; take the Pruning- 
Knife, and freely lop off the luxuriant Parts. Your 
Notes on Mr. Taylor of Norwich, I return with 
thankful Acknowledgments, you will ſce, what uſe 
I have made of tht4m.—I had penn'd more Ani- 
madverſions upon that Piece, but upon a Review I 
found they would ſwell the Work, too much. I 
have a Note, Dial. iv. Page 4. that is directly to the 
Point; would you adviſe me to retain it? 1 4 ex- 
punged it. I have directed the Printer to reſtore it, 
but he/itanter hoc. — Tou will receive half a Dozen 
of a little Collection of Scripture Promiſes which 
J lately printed in two ſmall Pieces of Paper; chiefly 
for the Poor, to be paſted, one at the Beginning, 


+ The following is the Collection of Scripture Pro- 
miſes mentioned in the Letter; but *tis much to be 
lamented, that Mr. Herwey did not at the ſame Time 
publiſh a few plain Directions, to prevent the Miſap- 
plication of ſome of theſe Promiſes: Something of 
this Nature to have rendered them more generally uſe- 
ful he propoſed to have done, if he had lived a little 
longer, though in his own Pariſh this Defe& was ob- 
. viated ; as, he preached on all theſe Texts, and ſhewed 
how far, and to whom 'they might be applied. See 
Page 105. : ; 


the 
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the other at the End of their Bibles, or indeed of 
any pious Book. —Perhaps you may know ſome, 
to whom ſuch a Preſent, though minute, may be 
welcome.—As ſoon as you return theſe Manu- 
ſcripts, if I have your Approbation, I purpoſe to 
employ the Preſs. * In the mean Time, it ſhall be 
my Prayer to God, that he may give you a right 
Judgment in all Things. | 


Your moſt affectionate, . 


JAuESs Hervey, 


£ 9 ] 
p ROM IS E 5. 
To be paſted at the Beginning of a Bible. 


CG OD bath given 1 exceeding great and precious Promiſer that by 
theſe We might be Partakers of the Divine Nature. 2 Pets is 4» 


Divine TEACHING. 


Iſai. xxix. 18. The Eyes of the Blind ſhall ſee out of Obſcurity. 
Jer. xxxi- 34+ They ſhall all know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt, 
John xiv. 26. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you all Things. 

Iſai, lviii. 11. The Lozp ſhall guide Thee continually, 


PAR DO RN. 


Ifai. xliii. 25.—-I am he that blotteth out thy Sins. 

Ifai. i. 18.—Sins as Scarlet—ſhall be white as Snow. 

1 Pet. ii. 24. Who his own Self bare our Sins in his own Body on 
the Tree. 

1 John i. 7.— The Blood of Ir CHa 18 r cleanſeth from all Sin, 


Jus TIFICATION. 


Rom. viii. 33, 34.—l[t is God that juſtiſieth. 

Rom. iii. 21, 22, 23, 24.—]Juſtified freely by his Grace. 

Ifai. xlv. 24, 25.—In the Los p I have Righteouſneſs. 

2 Cor. v. 21. We are made the Righteouſneſs of Gop in Hime 


SANCTIFICATION. 


Fzek. xi. 19, 20. J will put a new Spirit within you. 
Tit. ii. 14. CnRnIs T gave Himſelf for Us, that He might SF EN 


Vs from all Iniquity. 

Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. I will put my Laws into their Mind, and 
write them in their Hearts, 

1 Theſſ. v. 23.— The Gov of Peace, ſanctify your whole Spirit, 


Soul and Body. p RO 
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PROMISE s. 
To be paſted at the End of a Bible, 


TEMPORAL BLESSINGS. 


1 Tim. iv. 8.—Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is. 


Pſal. xxxvii. 3,-Verily thou ſhalt be fed. 

Matt. vi. 33.-—Seek firſt the Kingdom of * and all Things ſhall 
be added. p 

1 Tim. vi. 17. Who giveth us all Things richly to enjoy. 


TEMPTATION. 


1 Cor. x. n above that ye 
are able. 

2 Cor. xii. .- My Gzacz is ſufficient for thee. 

Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you. p 

Luke xxii. 32. I have prayed for Thee, that thy Faith fall not. 


"4, 


AFFLICTION. 


Job v. 17.—Happy is the Man whom God correcteth. 

Lament. iii. 32+ Tho? He cauſe Grief, yet will He have Compaſſion, 
Pal. I. 1 5. Call upon me in Trouble, and I will deliver thee, 

Rev. iii. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten. 


D RAT k. 
1 Cor. zv. 55, 56, 57. — op giveth us the Victory, thro? Cuntsm 


our Lox D. 
2 tn v. 1. If our earthly Houſe is Audlolvead, we have a Building 


of Go D. 
John iii. 16. Whoſoever believeth, ſhall have everlaſting Life. 
Pal. xiii. 4.-—=Though I paſs thro' Death, I will fear no Evil. 


ConcLlLU$S1oN. 


'G OD, willing more abundantly te ſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe, the 
Tmmutability of bis Counſel, confirmed it by gn Oath, Heb. vi. 17. 


Vo I. II. H LET. 
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LET TjER EXXV. 


My dear Friend, June 12, 1754. 


D O you wonder, why I have not acknowledged 
the Receipt of your laſt? Indeed it deſerved a 
moſt ſpeedy and a moſt grateful Acknowledgment, 
but I was unwilling to interrupt your Thoughts 
with freſh m_—_— our Thoughts I hope, have 
been employed, in diſcovering the Reverend Dr. 
*** Miſtakes, and in teaching him, what that 
means, which our Lord gave as the Commiſion to 
his Miniſters, & Preach the Goſpel.” 

I received your Preſent from Mr. ***; but I 
hall not want any Memorial of your Friendſhip, 
ſo long as you will give me Leave to conſult you, 
about difficult Paſſages in Scripture ; and theſe Me- 
morials, I aſſutre you, will not be tranftent, I ſhall 
carefully preſerve them ; and when their Number 
and Size is a little more increaſed, ſhall form them 
into a Volume, which ſhall be more valuable to me, 
than any Book in my Study r. 

The Anecdotes of your own Life are very wel- 
come, if you could add others, they would be till 
more pleaſing. As you are well acquainted with 
antient Hiſtory, have you met with my Account of 
the four Monarchies ? Conciſe, taking in only the 
moſt memorable and ſtriking Facts; and ſtill more 
particularly calculated to explain the Prophecies of 
Scripture, and demonſtrate their exact Accompliſh- 
ments, This, with a ſuccin&t Detail of the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, and the Diſperſion of the 


ews, would, I think, be a very pretty biſtorical 


"urniture for young Minds. 


+ It is much to be wiſhed, that this ingenious Cor. 
reſpondent would permit us to publiſh his learned An- 
ſwers, by Way of Supplement to theſe Letters. 


I think 
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I think all your Criticiſms pleaſe and improve 
me, that only excepted, which relates to 1 Cor. ix. 
24. While I was writing this, Mr. P“, the 
Bearer came in, for which Reaſon, you will give 
me Leave, for the Sake of enjoying his Company, 
to conclude ; only let me add, that I purpoſe, if I 
live to the Beginning of next Week, to finiſh what 
I intended to ſay, in a Letter by the Poſt, which 
very probably may anticipate what now comes from, 


Dear Sir, 
Vour's, &c. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

Dear Sirz 
J Think one Guinea is full enough for giving away 

to a Perſon, of whoſe Character we are ignorant. 
There are too many (dolet diffum!) to whom an 
Alms in the Way of Money, is only an Adminiftra- 
tion of Fuel to their Luſts, Not that I preſume to 
fix ſuch a Charge upon the preſent Petitioner ; yet 
this Conviction makes me cautious, where I have no 
Aſſurance of the Perſon's Sobriety. Had it not 
been for his Father's Worth, I ſhould have almoſt 
thought it my Duty to have ſhut my Hand, till I 
received ſome more ſatisfactory Recommendation, 
We are Stewards of our Maſter's Goods, and D/ 
rretion is requiſite in the Diſcharge of ſuch an Of- 
fice, as well as Nag 

I fancy, my dear Friend, you did not take No- 
tice of an unbecoming Expreſſion, which dropt 
from your Lips, while I fat at your Table. You 
was a little chagrined at the Catelellneſs of your 


Servant, and ſaid to him with ſome Warmth, 
*% What! in the _ of God do you mean?“ 


Such 


. 100 ] 


Such Expreſſions from your Lips, will be much ob- 
ſerved, and long remembered. I need ſay no more; 
you yourſelf will perceive, by a Moment's Reflec- 
tion, how faulty they are u themſelves, and how 

rnicious they may be to others, May the good 

ord pardon and deliver you from Evil !—And may 
bath of us more frequently meditate on this impor- 
tant Text, © Set a Hatch before our Mouths, and 


* keep the Door of our Lips!“ 
Ever your's, while 
James HERVEY. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


Ay dear Friend, June 14, 1784 


EF ORE this can reach your Hands, you will, 
in all Probability have ſeen Mr. P***: He is 


really an ingenious Gentleman, has a lively Appre- 


henfion, a penetrating Judgment, as well as a large 


Share of Reading. May the Almighty Spirit vouch- 


fate to ſanctify thoſe Endowments ; and make our 
Interviews, not an Occaſion of ambitioufly diſplay- 
ing our Talent, but of building up one another in 
our moſt holy Faith! I can _— agree to my 
Friend's Propoſal, for altering the Tranſlation of 1 


Cir. ix. 24. May it not be an Incitement to the 


utmoſt Diligence? g. d. The Contenders know, 
that, though many run, yet one alone can receive the 
Prize. Therefore they exert all their Strength and 


all their Speed, each hoping and each ſtriving, to be 


that diſtinguiſhed happy one: So likewiſe do ye: Or 
may it not be an Encouragement, drawn from the 
Proſpect of general Succeſs? g. d. How much greater 
Reaſon have you to run the Chriftian Race? Since 
not one only, but all may receive the Prize of your 


high Calling, -Of thefe Interpretations the former 
ſeems 


t an 35 


ſerms moſt. ſuitable to the Tenour of the Apoſtle's. 
Diſcourſe, What do you apprehend to be the pre- 
ciſe Senſe of that Expreſſion, ge u avro wemAngwumc. 
Cal. ii. 10. Is our Tranſlation exact? Or ſhould 
it be rendered, Ye are filled with him, filled by him ? 
Filled with Wiſdom, Holineſs, Sc. I was reading 
Pſalm civ. and a Doubt aroſe concerning the Mean- 
ing of thoſe Expreſſions He layeth the Beams of 
his Chambers in the Waters, —He -maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot. Does the Pſalmiſt intend to 
ſignify the ſame thing by Waters and Clouds? Or 
by Water does he mean ſomewhat different from 
the Fluid, which compoſes the Clouds? Houbigant 
finds Fault with our Tranſlation of Mm5ppn, Dure & 
incredibiliter Arias, contignavit aguis; he would cor- 
rect it according to his uſual Way, by altering the 
Original, Nos legimus m5pnn, cooperiens : Sic legunt, 
preter Syrum, amnes in Polyglottis.— What think you 
of the Word wan, Verſe 19. Going down?” Is 
that all, which the Sun knows or obſerves ; would 
not that be a very imperfect Diſcharge of his Of- 
fice? May not the original Phraſe denote his going, 
his Circuit, his whole Journey? Comprehending, 
not only his ſetting, but his riſing, his Meridian, and 
all his Stages; together with his Paſſage from one 
Tropic to another, and his Diſtribution, not only cf 
Day, but of Seaſons alſo, through the various” Re- 
gions of the Globe ?—mam is this Word rightly 
tranſlated Seaſons? By Seaſons we generally mean 
the four grand Diſtributions of the Year into Spring 
and Summer, Autumn and Winter. But theſe, you 
know, are neither occaſioned by the Influences, nor 
regulated by the Appearances of the Moon.—I 
could be glad to fee, from your critical Pen, a cor- 
rect "Tranſlation of this fine Pſalm ; together with 
ſuch Remarks, as may explain what is difficult, and 
illuſtrate what is beautiful. Next Saturday I hope 
ta ſend your Manuſcripts. In the mean I ime, let 

H 3 | me 
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me promiſe myſelf a Remembrance in your Prayers, 
and expect the Favour of a Letter, which will be 
thankfully received and valued by, 


Dear Sir, 18 
affectionately your's, c. 
J. HER VE. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


Dear Sir, 


M poor Father is in ſome Reſpects better, but 


he is as weak and helpleſs as ever. Moſt of 
his Time paſſes in a Kind of doſing Sleep. He has 
no Inclination to talk ; takes little Notice of Per- 
ſons or Things,-I hope, his great Work is done, 
his Intereſt jn Chriſt ſecured, and his Soul ſanctified 
by Grace. For indeed, ſuch a State of Languiſh- 
ing is as unfit ta work out Salvation, and lay hold 
on eternal Life, as to grind at a Mill, or to run a 
Race, Oh! that we all may give diligent Atten- 
tion to the Things, which belong to our Peace, be- 
fore the Inability of Sickneſs, and the Night of 
Death appraaches.—lI ſent for the Poem on Sickneſs 
by Mr, Thompſon of Queen's College, Oxford; an 
was ſurpriſed to find it a four Shilling and Six-penny 
Piece. It is, I think, a looſe and rambling Per- 
formance ; ſome good Lines, but a great Deal of it, 
Nothing at all to the Purpoſe. Not comparable, 


in Point of Elegance, Propriety, and Beauty, to his 


Hymn on May. However, I would not have it de- 
_ methinks, becauſe it ſpeaks worthily of 
e Chriſtian Religion, and the Rock of our Hopes, 
Chriſt Jeſus, | | 
Adieu, my dear Friend, 
ever your's, 
James HE RVE. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXXI% 


Dear Sir, Weſton, June 21, 1754. 
BEE ORE this arrives, I hope my Parcel, tranſ- 
mitted according to your Direchon, will have 
reached your Hands; and my Dialagues will have 
received he free Correction, and the friendly Im- 
provements of your Pen. . 

As, through my many and repeated Infirmities, I 
had long diſcontinued, and have often intermitted 
my intended Work, I am informed from London 
that the Abettors of the Sacinian Scheme, have been 
pleaſed to triumph in my Diſappointment ; ima- 
gining, that, through Fear or Inability, I had laid 
aſide my Deſign, and inſinuating, that I had changed 
my Principles, or was conſcious of the Weakneſs of 
my Cauſe.—From theſe Gentlemen, if my Eſſay 
ſhould appear in Public, it may expect a ſevere Exa- 
mination, and probably a violent Attack. I hope 
your Friendſhip will anticipate their Inveteracy ; 
and remove thoſe Blemiſhes, which might give them 
a Handle for Cenſure, or a Ground for Inſult. My 
Prayer for my kind Corrector is, that the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, whoſe ſacred Honour and precious Intereſts 
are concerned, would give him “ the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and 
of Might; mr neva ww Is there not a peculiar 
Force and Beauty in this laſt Metaphor? How 
would you develope and ſet it forth to common 
View? I have juſt had Occaſion to conſider that 
remarkable Expreſſion in Pfalm xv. ma2 vya h; 
Methinks, the Bible Tranſlation does not recom- 
mend itſelf to my Judgment; I am better ſatisfied, 
and more edified with the Verſion uſed by our Liturgy ; 
only it ſeems not to have preſerved the Strength of 
the Original. However, I will ſay no more upon 

H 4 this 
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this Point, becauſe, if I live to ſend another Packet 
of probationary Manuſcripts, you will! ſee my Sen- 
timents on this Particular, incorporated with the 
Work. 5 

What is your Opinion, as to publiſhing three Vo- 
lumes? Mr. Mzyſes Browne and another Friend pro- 
nounce in the Affirmative; though I am much 
afraid that this Circumſtance will clog the Sale.— 
There are ſeveral Pieces, that are a Kind of Ex- 
curſion from the principal Subject, calculated to 
relieve and entertain the Reader; yet not without 
adminiſtering ſome ſpiritual Benefit. A whole Dia- 
logue upon the Wonders of Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, diſplayed in the Contrivance and For- 
mation of the human Body. Two or three Let- 


ters, pointing out the Traces of the ſame grand and 


amiable Attributes, in the Conſtitution of the Earth, 
the Air, and the Ocean. Theſe I am afraid to lop 
off, leſt it ſhould be like wiping the Bloom from the 
Plumb, or taking the Gold from the Gingerbread, 
To you I ſay Gingerbread, though I would not ſay 
ſo to the Public ; for I really think, the Taſte of the 
Preſent Age is ſomewhat like the Humour of Chil- 
dren :— Their Milk muſt be ſugared, their Wine 
ſpiced, and their neceflary Food garniſhed with 
Flowers, and enriched with ſweet Meats. In my 
next, I hope to lay before you a ſummary View of 
my whole Deſign. I forget whether I incloſed in 
my laſt one of the little Collection of Scripture Pro- 
miſes, which I cauſed lately to be printed, for the 
Benefit and Comfort of my People. I would have 
them paſted into their Bibles; and may the God of 
all Grace command them to be mixed with Faith, 
and ingrafted into their Hearts. If I have al- 
ready deſired your Acceptance of one, theſe I 
now ſend may be for your Friends. I fancy, a 


ſhort but lively Diſcourſe upon each of the eight 
| 8 lcads, 


- k.. 
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Heads *, and the Texts ſelected, might, after they 
have been committed to the Memories of the Peo- * 
ple, be acceptable, and what the Apoſtle calls “ a 
« Word in Seaſon.” —* Angry at the Length of 
« your- Letters!“ No, dear Sir !|—They are, as 
Tully ſaid of Demaſthenes's Orations, The longer 
& the more valuable.“ | 


Jam, 


your obliged Friend, 
| jy HERVEY, 


LETTER XL, 


My dear Friend, 


PHANEK you for ſending the Cuts deſigned for 
1 the Bible. All my Hope with regard to them, 
is, that they may remind ſome Beholders of the tran- 
ſcendent Excellency of the ſacred Writings. I pro- 
poſe by the next Poſt to write to Mr. **, I would 
very willingly preſent him with my Picture, as you 
defire it; but I really think, my Picture, if much 
better done, is not worth a Frame. And, I own, I 
don't much like giving away, what ſavours more of 
Vanity, than Benevolence. | | 
Can't you get a little Leiſure to peruſe Part of 
my intended Work. | have, for a Month or fix 
Weeks, been proſecuting it in earneſt, I have ſent 
four of the Dialogues, tranſcribed by my Amanuen- 
ſis. Do ſteal a little Time from the Multiplicity of 
your medical Engagements, to examine them; re- 


* The Heads are, 1. Divine Teaching.—2. Pardon. 
—3. Juſtification.—4. Sanctification.—5. Temporal 
Bleſſings.—6. Temptation.—7. Affliction.—8. Death. 
Dee Page 94. 5 


trench, 


Fad } 


trench, where I am redundant; clear up, where I 
am obſcure ; poliſh what is uncouth.—I hope Mr. 
S#*#* will do me the ſame Favour; and may the 
God of Wiſdom give both my Friends and me a 
right Judgment in all Things.—I have feen Mr. 
*** Anſwer. God be praiſed, that I had no Oc- 
caſion for Controverſy.—l have not ſeen Mr. Moſes 
Browne this many a Day: The laſt Time he was 
with me, he talked about reprinting his Sunday 
Thoughts, and adding a third Part, which he had 
finiſhed, and which completes his Scheme ; I would 
have the three Parts printed in a neat Pocket Vo- 
lume. Have you read his Poem on the Univerſe ? 
I think it is the moſt pleaſing, and indeed the beſt 
Thing He ever wrote.—l hope, the God of Heaven 


will ſmile upon his Endeavours, and animate us all 


to labour in his dear Son's Cauſe, and proſper the 
Labours, which he himſelf excites. And if God 
will proſper, who ſhall obſtruct? „If He will work, 


4 who can hinder it?” My dear Friend, let our 


Eyes be ever looking unto the Hills from whence 
cometh our Help, To that omnipotent Being, who 
ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid the F —— 
of the Earth; to that all-gracious Being, who 
ſpared not (unparalleled, ftupendous Goodneſs !) 
ſpared not his own Son, but freely gave him up for 
us both, Oh! that we may dearly love him ; firmly 
truſt in him; and defire nothing ſo much, as to 
know him now by Faith, and after this Life have 
the Fruition of his glorious Godhead. To his ever- 
laſting Compaſſions I commit my Friend, 


And am, | 
Inviolably your's, 


JAMES HER YE. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XII. 


Dear Sir, Weſton, Fuly 8, 1754. 
renn Favour of June 28, is now before me, 
and demands my ſincereſt Thanks; and mine, 

I aſſure you, are of the fincereſt kind. I am ſenſi- 
ble, it is not in every one's Power to do ſuch an Act 
of Kindneſs; and if Providence vouchſafes to ſmile 


upon my Eſſay, they will be of the molt laſting, the 


moſt extenſive, and the moſt important Nature. If 
I live till next Saturday, I propoſe to tranſmit to you 
ſix more of the Dialogues, which will open a new 
Field for your friendly Hand to weed, cultivate, and 
improve, Exerciſe the ſame benevolent Severity 
upon them, and continue to retrench, as well as ta 
reform. 
I am obliged for your Criticiſms, and Oh! that 
I may be emboldened by the Extract from your in- 
tended Work. No Man, I believe, ſtands in more 
need of ſuch Encouragements than myſelf. —Timo- 
rous by Nature, and made abundantly more ſo, by 
a long Series of unintermitted Languors, and a very 
debilitated Conſtitution ; for which | Reaſon, I pro- 
miſe myſelf, you will-commend the Writer and his 
Attempt to that great Jehovah, in whom is everlaſt- 
ing Strength; and for your kind Afliſtance, I ſhall 
think myſe}f bound to praiſe his adorable Majeſty ; 
and to pray that he would fill you with all Wiſdom 
and fpiritual Underſtanding; that you may walk 
worthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being fruitful 
in every good Work, and increaſing in the Know- 
ledge of God, | | 
will, ſince I have the Concurrence of your Judg- 
ment, and I hope the Guidance of our Leod Jeſus 


Chrift, determine upon three Volumes. How long 
do you apprehend it will be, before your chronolo- 
hiſtorical Piece will be finiſhed ? I hope 

| it 


- 
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it will abound with ſuch Explanations of Scripture, 
and be rich with ſhort, but ſtriking {mprovements : | 
May you continually enjoy that Unction from the | | 
Holy One, which teacheth all Things! And Oh! | 
that its precious Influences may deſcend upon, 


Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly afteCtionate Friend, 
James Hervey. 


LETTER XIII. 


Dear Sir, July 13, 1754+ 
| 1 Hope my laſt Letter, wherein I appriſed -= of 
a Parcel to be tranſmitted to you is in your Hand. : 
Here are ſix Dialogues; may the everlaſting and Fj 
wonderful Counſellor enable you to ſearch them as | 
with a Candle, and make them ſuch as he will con- | 
deſcend to bleſs! J have dropped ſeveral Objections | 
and Anſwers; yet, I fear, too many are {till retained. 
A Multiplicity of Objects diflipates the Attention ? 
either of the Eye or the Mind. —Are what the fd 
Painters call the two Unities, preſerved ? One prin- . 
cipal Action and one grand Point of View, in each 
Piece? Does Theron ſpeak enough? or with ſuch | 
Weight, and ſuch a Spice of the Sal Atticus, as | 
might ſuit his Character? Here and there a Touch i 
of Wit or genteel Satire in him, I think, would be 
graceful, eſpecially, in the firſt Parts, before he is 
brought to a Conviction of his Guilt. I hope you 
will not only find all the Faults, but that you will 
point this Arrow, and trim its Feathers; and may 
the Arm of the moſt High launch it, that it may be 
the Arrow of the Lord's Salvation. 
I am, dear Sir, | 
affectionately and gratefully your's, 
JamEgs HERvEy. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XLIII. 
Str, October 2. 


Have peruſed the greateſt Part of Dr. Hodges's 

Elihu +. Tis wrote, I think, in a maſculine and 
noble Style; is animated with a lively Spirit of 
Piety; and urges, with a becoming Zeal, ſome of 
the grand Peculiarities of the Goſpel. I hope, it 
will prove a Bleſſing to both the Univerſities ; and 
be a Means of teſtifjing, to both thoſe learned Bo- 
dies, the Truth as it is in Jeſus. Dear Mr. ** has 
been gone from us almoſt a Fortnight. What a 
burning and ſhining Light is he! Burning with 
miniſterial Zeal, and ſhining in all holy Converſa- 
tion.— I hope, our dear Friend * Sermon was 
attended with a — and may the Bleſſing be 
greatly increaſed by the Publication ! May the Dro 
become a River, and the River become a Sea 
was Yeſterday with five or fix young Students, and 
this Day with three ingenious Gentlemen of the 
Laiety, two of whom are acquainted with the He- 
brew. Our Converſation turned wholly upon that 
ſuper- excellent and delightful Subject, The only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent.” 
Oh!] may that almighty Being, who has every hu- 
man Heart in his Hand, ſanctify our Diſcourſe to 
our eternal Advantage And let us, my dear Friend, 
talk for him, write for him, and live for him, who 
died for our Sins, and is riſen again for our Juſtifi- 
cation.— May his Spirit be your continual Guide, 
and his Favour your everlaſting Portion! 


Ever your's, while 
JAMES HER VET. 


+ The Reverend Dr. Hodges was Provoſt of Oriel 
College Oxford; eminent for his Learning and Piety. 
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LETTER WIV. 


Dear Sir, Maſton Favell, Auguſt 27, 1754. 
1 Have read Part of your Chronological Manu- 
ſcript , — and I bleſs God for giving you ſuch a 
penetrating and comprehenſive Mind. To confeſs 
the Truth, it is beyond my Power to follow, even 
in thoſe Reſearches, where you have ſurmounted 
the Difficulties, and cleared the Way; but there 
are many Things, which I underſtand, and with 
which I am delighted; inſomuch, that, if you don't 
nitend to publiſh it, I ſhould very much deſire a 
Copy of it. But what ſhould hinder the Publica- 
tion? Why ſhould not the learned World be im- 
proved by what is profound, and the whole World 
be edified by what is eaſy? I have no Acquaintance | 
in this Neighbourhood, who is verſed in chronolo- 
Can Inquiries, and capable of Judging of your 
omputations and Arguments; otherwiſe, I would 
obtain for you his Opinion. Mr, ** Browne 
(Author of the Sunday Thoughts) will gladly peruſe 
it.— Will you excuſe me, though I add no more 
A Gentleman waits for me below, to tranſat an 
Affair of which I underſtand but very little; he is 
come to take my Parſonage Grounds, in order to 
plough them for Woad, an Herb much uſed by the 
Dyers. May Proſperity attend his Plough, but 


+ The Manuſcript which Mr. Hervey here takes no- 
tice of is called A ſhort Chronicle of the moſt re- 
<< markable Events, from the Beginning of the World, 
4 to the Building of Solomon's Temple.“ In which 
Chronicle the Difficulties in Chronology are cleared 
up after a new Manner; and the Author has ſtrove to 
enliven his Piece by a great Number of marginal Re- 
ferences.—We hear he intends ſoon to publiſh this very 
valuable and maſterly Performance. 


above 


ri 63 


above all may it attend your's and mine, which would 
open the Ground for the Seed of the everlaſting 
Goſpel. I am loth to miſs a Poſt, loth to defer my 
Thanks for your laſt very valuable Favour, other- 
wiſe you would not be put off with ſuch a haſty 
Scrap from | 


Dear Sir, 
your moſt obliged and affectionate, 
James Hervey; 


LETTER XV. 


Dear S; r, 


TH E Gentleman who verſified Part of my A. 
ditations is Mr. Newcomb of Hactney . I 
thought it exceedingly well executed; much ſupe · 
rior to his Ode on the final Diſſolution of the World, 
which he has ſince publiſhed. | 
As to Biſhop Fawler's Deſign of Chriſtianity, he 
has, as far as I have read, good Senſe, clear Lan- 
age, and ſometimes fine ſtriking Sentiments. But 
22 cordially embrace the Propoſition, vix. 
« That Faith juſtifieth only as it apprehendeth the 
« Merits and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt,“ which 
he moſt peremptorily + condemns, —Pleaſe to caſt 
our Eye to the fifth Line of the next. Paragraph: 
The Biſhop's Words are “ Imputation of Chriſt's 
« Righteouſneſs conſiſts in dealing with fincerely 


* Mr. Newcomb has verſified the Whole of the Two 
Volumes of Meditations in a very elegant Manner, and 
publiſhed them ; well deſerving the Notice of all Mr. 
Hervey's Admirers. | 
I See the whole Paſſage, Page 160, of the third 
Edition, and Page 190 of the fourth Edition. See 
Theron, Vol. I. Page 202. 
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& righteous Perſons as if they were perfectly fo, 
c for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt;“ and compare his 
& ſincerely righteous Perſons,” with St. Paul's De- 
claration, Rom. iv. 5. that Chrift juſtifieth the þ 
Ungodly.—When you have peruſed and conſidered 
Biſhop Fowler's Treatiſe thoroughly, pleaſe to let 
me have it again; eſpecially as you and Mr. Hun- 


t Biſhop Fowler, in his Interpretation of this Text, 
differs from Mr. Herwey's Opinion, as may be ſeen at 


large by the Remarks which the Biſhop has made on 
this Text, in his Defence of the Principles and Prac- 


tices of certain moderate Divines of the Church of 
England (abuſively called LATITUDINARIANS) wrote 
by way of Dialogue between two intimate Friends,— 


But as neither Mr. Hervey's nor the Biſhop's Senti-. 


ments are here ſufficiently explained, the following Ex- 
tracts from two ſuch celebrated Commentators as 
Whitby and Burkitt, are ſubjoined for the Reader's 
Conſideration, ; 8 
Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on the New Teſta- 


ment, has thus expounded Romans iv. 5. *©* Juſtifica- 


% tion being only the Non-imputation, or the Pardon 
ce of their paſt Sins on Account of that Faith, which 
* laid the higheſt Obligations upon all Believers to 
«« die unto Sin for the Firore, there is no Abſurdity 
«« in ſaying, God thus juſtifies the Ungodly repenting 
& of, and engaging to ceaſe from, their Ungodlineſs.“ 

Mr. Burkitt, in his Expoſitory Notes on the New 
Teſtament, has thus commented on Rom. iv. 5. 

« Whereas it is here ſaid, that © God juſtiſieth the 
«© Ungodly,” the Meaning is, ſuch as have been une 
«« godly, not ſuch as continue ſo.— The Apoſtle de- 
« ſcribes the Temper, and Frame of their Hearts and 
Lives before Juſtification, and not after it; as it 
cc found them, not as it leaves them. True! Chriſt 
ce juſtifies the Ungodly,” yet ſuch as continue un- 
„ godly ate not juſtified by him: We muſt bring Cre- 
«« dentials from our SANCTIFICATION, to bear Wits 
« neſs to the Truth of our ]JusTIFICATION.,*”? 
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ter apprehend he has given better Directions for the 


Attainment of true Holineſs than Mr. Marſball.— 
Thanks for young Mr. Cl——'s Sermon. He is a 
correct Writer, but wants the main Thing.“ Chrift 
cc js in all.” He either forgets, or underſtands thoſe 
Words, in a Manner very different from my Appre- 
henſion. Mr. G—t has much good Senſe; but to 
me his Sermon reads flat: In his Diſcourſe likewiſe 
IT wiſhed to have ſeen more of our Immanuel's 
Glory. 


j 4 f 


lam, Ge. 

0 % * 8 
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Dear Sir, Meſton, Oftaber'20, 1754. 


1 Received the Parcel ſafe; and deſire to bleſs God's 
Providence for not ſuffering! the Manuſcripts to 
be loſt in their Paſſage, as they had like to have. been; 
and to thank my kind Friend for his judicious: Re- 
marks. Herein is incloſed Dialogue xv1.i ] durſt not 
venture to commit this to the Preſs, without ſub- 
mitting it to your Correction. Dear Sir, examine 
it with a critical Severity, and may he whoſe Eyes 
are as a Flame of Fire, enable you to diſcern and 
reQify' what is amiſs.— It is, as you will eaſily per- 
ceive, a Subject of the laſt Importance. Oh! that 
in handling it, I might be a Workman, that need 
not be aſhamed.— Pardon my Scraps: of Anſwers, 
to your large and valuable Letters. I hardly know 
how to get a Moment's Leiſure, ſo very intent am 
I now on the Publication of my Book. I have not 
been able, for want of Time, to tead over this 
Tranſcript; I hope, the Copier has not made any 
great Miſtakes: Be ſo good, dear Sir, as to favour” 
me with your Remarks on this Manuſcript, as-ſoon- 
as you poſlibly can; you need not return it, only 
OL. II. I ſend 


( 224 I 
ſend me your Remarks, But you will pleaſe to pre- 


ſerve this, for fear of an Accident happening to the 
other Copy. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionately 


J. H. 


LETTER XLVII. 


A dear Friend, Thurſday Noon. 


AM glad Dr. C** got Time, and took the 
Trouble of overlooking the Manuſcripts. He 
has the Judgment of a Critick, and the Freedom of . 
a Friend. Moſes Browne is perſuaded by the Book- 
ſeller to print his Poem on the Unzverſe, and his 
Sunday T houghts in one Volume, and intends to in- 
title it, The Works and Reft of Creation; with the 
Addition of ſome more particular, explicatory, and 
ſubordinate Title. I objected to this general Title; 
made a DuerY, whether it was /tri&ly proper + or, if 
Tae, whether ſufficiently ſignificant? Inſtead of it, 
propoſed, The Works of Creation, and Reſt of the 
Sabbath. | | | | 
Dr. Gill ſhall tell you my Sentiments, in Rela- 
tion to Weſley on the Perſeverance 4 the Saints. 
Both their Pamphlets on this Subject I ſend you; 
whether his Replies and Interpretations in the firſt 
Part are ſound and fatisfaftory, judge you; the 
_ Conſiderations ſuggeſted in the latter Part I think, 
are full of Weight, rich with Conſolation, and 
worthy of a Place in our Memories and in our 
Hearts: May our own Meditation fix them in the 
one, and the Spirit of our God implant them in the 
other! 


I am 


[ ms ] 

I am entirely of your Opinion with Regard to 
Stayme'on Salvation by Feſus Chrift : Generally very 
prolix, and ſomewhat tireſome to the Reader; yet 
his Style is good, nervous, and beautiful, Prolixity, 
I find, is an epidemical Fault among Writers; the 
Cenſure I paſs on him, rebounds on myſelf: Save 
me from this Miſconduct, by lopping off my Re- 
dundancies. I have not looked into Staynoe, for a 

reat while; when I reviſe him again, you ſhall 
— my Sentiments concerning his Doctrine; 
which, though excellent in the main, is not, I 
apprehend, perfectly conſiſtent, nor evangelical 
throughout. I have ſeen Mr. * s Verſes on Dr. 
4 Character; I am apprehenſive (inter Vt) that 


it will rather depreciate, than exalt the Reverend 


Doctor's Credit, among Readers of a Goſpel Spirit. 
There are indeed the Sales Atticr, but where are the 
Sales Evangelici? What ſays out lively Friend Mr. 


- Heartly? 1 think, he is the Caleb of our Fraternity. 


Caleb ſignifies all Heart. His Name and Nature 
correſpond. Did he not warm you with his Zeal ? 
Oh! that we may glow with Love to him, who 
bled for Love of us AI have received a Letter from 
our dear Friend on the American Continent. He 
mentions you in particular, and your late Gueſt. 
Love, cordial Love, he tranſmits to you both. 
We believe him, when he makes a Profeſſion of 
Kindneſs, and why are we ſo backward to believe the 
more repeated, more ſolemn, and infinitely more 
faithful Aſſurances, which the Scripture gives us of 
our Redeemer's Love? Let us bluſh and be con- 
founded for our Unbelief, and may the Lord of all 
Power and Grace help our Unbelief! 


Ever your's, J. H. 


12 P. 8. 
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P. S. Certainly our Friend Judges right in not 


acting as a Juſtice of Peace, unleſs. he would ſubmit 
to. the Fatigue of acquainting himſelf, With, our na- 
tional Laws. A Study, which is, if Lrightly judge, 
which I am ſure would be to my Taſte, of all others 
the moſt j Je) une. and irkſome. Not ſo the $craptures / 
God has, in tender Indulgence to our, Diſpoſition; 
ſtrewed them with F lowers, dignified them with 
Wonders ; enriched them with all that may delight 
the. Man of Genius, and make the Man of God 
jerk rfect. May we, as new-born Babes, deſire the 
cere Milk of the Word; and grow grow thereby 
in Knowledge, grow in Faith, grow in Love, in 
b in very amiable, and happy Accompliſh- 
& you practiſe that excellent Rule, of 

2 — Meditation, each Day a 'Text of Scrip- 


bet to publiſhing the j Volume of Theron 


and Aſpaſio before the others are ready, I reallyknow 
not how to act. May the God of unexring Wiclom 
vouchſaſe to direct, for his dear Son gur ir. glotious 
o eke mY: / 30 10 Did 


82 1 3 3.1 ie ol vim , 
ert % 1 5 41 I 
9H . 4. if 
9 % „EE ax ** R at. 
Net Sir,” 2 fen, J 1 225 9227 5 
Really forget, e e ee 
e If W be ow Cane —— 
Advacate, pl a my (hee Relay — ndex, = 
we enervated. e be my f have, 


e I wrote, n, the. Phyſician's . Ws and 
bade from the Pape Bleed be the ord, our 
Healer, I am now re red to my uſual State, and 
am enabled tg ſpeak a Word on the Lord's-Day, 


reach, in m 228 Day on Wedneſday Evening, 


FF is my Lecture Day, for the Honour of my 
Maſter, and 7 hope for the Edification of his a "x5 
I FF 
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Oh! chat this Privilege mende be coeval with 
Life; and my preaching-V oices and my vital Br Lad 
ſtopt together | I witfly you, dear Sir, many new 
Years, much of the - new Man, and an abundant 
Entrance into the New Jeruſalem. | 


' Your moſt obliged, , TY. 
"and * affeQionate Friend, 


* 
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LETTER Xu, 


15 deci {os 45 | arch 4. 


Dov — the Return of the Dialogues. 
+ Take your Time, that you may examine theim 
thoroughly : None knows, how x they may Gag 
or how lang they may live! Ok! that the 

Wiſdom may A⸗die you to jk aright, and Cor. 
rect their Miſtakes! *. 

I am ſorry to hear. your Account of our Friend 
at **,, I wiſh he could be perſuaded to look upon 
his myſtick Writers, as his Chamber-Counci]; 
converſe. with. them in his Study, and leave them 
there, I was viſited yeſterday b JW Gentleman, who 
would be a Darling with Mr. H—— Quite fond 
of Myſticks, but "does not go any great Lengths; 
nor eſpouſe, at leaſt not ayow.or: propagate, their 
extravagant Peculiarities. Your old. Acquaintance 
Mr. *** came in, and fat with, ug, 1 believe twe 
Hours: The Gentleman arterial, to refer to Iſaiah 
vi. and deſired L would read the Beginning of the 
Chap ter; glad of this Overture, I readily embraced 
itz ad fixed the Diſcourſe to this: noble, this alarm 
ing and comfortable Scripture. Oh! let us attend, 
with Aſſiduity and) 2s to the boly. precious 

ord 
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Word of God; the Apoſtle calls it a%2w yaa, pure, 
unmixed, unadulterated, as though every Compo- 
ſition had ſome improper Tincture, was ſome way 
or other adulterated. My Son, fays the God of 
Heaven (and it is a moſt important Advice, a moſt 
endearing Exhortation) attend to my Words, in- 
cline thine Ear unto my Sayings. t them not 
depart from thine Eyes, keep them in the Midſt of 
thine Heart, For they are—Life unto thoſe, that 
find them, and Health to all their Fleſh. 

As to Eph. iv. 16. does not GUYBpphONOYEpavoy refer 
to the orderly and exact Arrangement? ovuCiCaGouy 
to the nice and ſtrong Connections ? But where is 
the Beauty or Propriety of waon; aÞn; T1; emrxopnyins ; 
Why that which every Joint ſupplieth? Is there 
any peculiar Fund of Nutriment lodged in the 
Joints? Would not an Anatomiſt have ſaid, by 
that which every Veſſel, or every Ramification of 
a. Veſſel, ſupplieth ?—I fincerely pity poor ** 


Caſe; I will give him two Guineas ; and hope, the 
God whom he ſerves, will raiſe him up other Friends, 


He, that ſpared not his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all; how ſhall he not with him alſo freely 
give him all Things? Tell him this from me, tho? 
he knows it already, the Lord may make it a Word 
in Seaſon. Charge him to ſay nothing of me, and 
my Mite ; but as much for me to his God and Sa- 
viour, as he pleaſes.—I hope you will when Oppor- 
tunity ſerves, ſtrengthen Mr. H in the Faith of 
the Goſpel, and in the Ways of the Lord. Let 
us provoke one another to Love, and to good 
Works; and fo much the more, as we fee the Day 
approaching,—Yeſterday Mr. ** of Cambridge 
called upon me; our Converſation was not ſo edi- 
fying, as I could wiſh, it degenerated into Diſpute. 
Mr. *, who is very much talked of, was the 
Subject. I don't thoroughly know his Scheme, but 
am inclined to ſuſpect, that his Opponents will find 
1· 
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it a difficult Matter to maintain their Ground. 
However, I ſhall not attempt to make myſelf fully 
Maſter of the Controverſy. To know Chriſt and 
kim crucified, Hoc nobis Palmarium. This is the 
Deſire and Prayer of, 


ever your's, 
J. Hervey. 


P, S. The Latin Prayer you ſent me for my Opi- 
nion, ſeems to be compoſed by a My/tick. Not a 
Word of Chriſt! Acceſs through his Blood is ne- 
glected; Acceptance through his Righteouſneſs is 

— : The grand Error of the my/tick Divines ! 
who, wholly intent upon what God is to do in us, 
moſt unhappily diſregard what he has done for us, 
in the Perſon of his beloved Son. 


LETTER L. 


Dear Sir, Weſton, Dec. 17, 1747. 


I Truly commiſerate your variegated Calamity ; 
and heartily wiſh I could ſuggeſt any Thing, 
which might be the Means of adininiſtering /ome 
Eaſe to your afflicted Mind, and of aſſiſting you to 

reap ample Benefit from your diſtreſſed Situation. 
| You well know, that all Afflictions of what Kind 
ſoever, proceed from God. „I form the Light, 
« and create Darkneſs; I make Peace, and create 
„Evil: I the Lord do all theſe Things.” ( 1aiah 
xIv. 7.) They ſpring not from the Duſt ; are not 
the Effects of a random Chance, but the Appoint- 
ment of an all-wiſe, all-foreſeeing God, who intends 
them all for the Good of his Creatures.—This, I 
think, is the fundamental Argument for Reſigna- 
tion, and the grand Source of Comfort. This. 
ſhould be our feſt Reflection, and our ſovereign 
I 4 Support. 
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Support. — He, that gave me my Being, and gave 
\cdemption,”' He has aſſigned 
me this Su ffexing What He ordains, who is bound- 


leſs Love, muſt be good: What He ordains, who. 


is unerring Wiſdom, muſt be oper. 

This recanciled Eli to the ſevereſt Doom that 
ever was denounced. lt is the Lord, and though 
grievous to human Nature, much more grievous to 
parental Affection, yet it is unqueſtionably zhe be . 
therefore, I -humbly-acquzeſce. -1 kiſs the fel 
cree, and ſay from my very Soul, Let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. (1 Sam. ili. 18. 


This calmed the Sorrows of Jo, under all his 


unparalleled Diſtreſſes; the Lord gave my AMyence 
and Proſperity ; the Lord has taken all away; ra- 
pacious Hands and warring Elements, were only 


his Inſtruments, therefore, I ſubmit, I adore, 1 bleſs 


his holy Name. 
This Conſolation fortified the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 


at the Approach of his inconceivably bitter Ago- 


nies; the Cup, which, not my implacable Enemies, 


but my Father, by their Adminiſtration, has given 


me, ſhall I not drink it? It is your Father, dear 
Sir, your heavenly Father, who _ you with an 
everlaſting Love, that has mingled ſome Gall with 
your Portion in Life. Senſible of the beneficent 


Hand, from -which the Viſitation comes, may you. 


always bow your Head in patient Submiſſion ; and 


acknowledge "with the excellent, but afflicted Mo- 


narch Er 6c ' Good | is the Word of the Lord 


e concerning me.” (2 Kings xx. 19.) 


All Afliftions are deſign'd for Bleſſings.— To do 
us good at the latter End, however they may croſs. 


our Deſires, or diſquiet our Minds at preſent.— 
Happy (fays the Spirit of Inſpiration, and not 
wretched) is the Man, whom God correcteth. (ob 

.) And for this Reaſon, becauſe his merciful 


Chaltenings, though not joyous but grievous, yield 
the 
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che peaceable F ruit of Righteouſneſs unto them, 
that are exerciſed thereby. (Hebe xii- 1.) Gad 
Ways are not as our Ways. The Children, whom 
we love, we are apt to treat with all the foft Blais 
diſhments, and fond Careſſes of profuſe Indulgence} 
and too, too often cocker them to their Hurt, if 
not to their Ruin.— But the Father of Spirits is 
wiſe in his Love, and out of Kindneſs ſevere. There- 
fore it is ſaid, Whom he loveth, he chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every Son whom He receiveth. ( Heb 
xii. 6.) Would you not, dear Sir, be a Child of 
that everlaſting Father, whoſe Favour is better than 
Life? Afti&tion is one Sign of. your. Adoption to 
this ineftimable Relation. Wauld you not be an 
<« Heir of the Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away? Afiction is your Path 
to this bliſsful Patrimony. Through much Triba- 
lation we muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
As xiv. 22. Would you not be made like your 
eyer- bleſſed and amiable Redeemer? He was a Man 
of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; and every 


Diſciple muſt expect to be as his Maſter.. 


Perhaps, you may think your Afh#1ion- peculiarl 
calamitous; and that if it had: been of ſome other 
Kind you could more chearfully ſubmit, more eafily 
bear it; but you are in the Hands of an all-wiſe 
Phyſictan, who joins to the Bowels of infinite Love, 
the Diſcernment of infinite Miſdom. He cannot 
— your Caſe. He ſees into the remoteſt 

vents; and though he varies his Remedies; always 
preſcribes with the exacteſt Propriety to every one's 
nn. Aſſure yourſelf therefore, the Vi- 
itation which He appoints, is the very propereſt 
Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Heaven: Auy other: 
would have been % fit to convey ſaving Health to 
your, immortal Part, and leſs, ſubſervient to your 
Enjoyment of the temporal Hleſſings, which may, 
perhaps, be yet in Store for ou. 

* Should 
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Should enquire what Benefits accrue from 
Afflictions?— Many and precious—They tend to 
wean us from the World—When our Paths are 
ſtrewed with Roſes, when nothing but Muſick and 
Odours float around, how apt are we to be ena- 
moured with our preſent Condition, and forget the 
Crown of Glory, . Jeſus and everlaſting Ages? 
But Affliction with a faithful though harſh Voice, 
rouſes us from the ſweet Deluſion. — fiction warns 
our Hearts to ariſe and depart from theſe inferior 
Delights, becauſe here is nat our Reſt. True and 
laſting Joys are not here to be found. The ſweep- 
ing Tempeſt and the beating Surge, teach the Ma- 
riner to prize the Haven, where undiſturbed Repoſe 
waits his Arrival. In like manner Diſappointments, 
Vexations, Anxieties, Croſſes, teach us to long for 
thoſe happy Manſions, where all Tears will be 
wiped away from the Eyes, (Rev. xxi. 4.) all An- 
guiſh baniſhed from the Mind, and Nothing, No- 
thing ſubſiſt, but the Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleafures 
for evermore. 
Aflictions tend to bring us to Chri/t.—Chriſt has 
unſpeakable and everlaſting Bleſſings to beftow— 
Such as the World can neither give, nor take away : 
Such as are ſufficient to pour that Oil of Gladneſs 
into our Souls, which will ſwim above the Waves 
of any earthly Tribulation.— But are we not, dear 
Sir, 'are we not moſt unhappily indolent and inat- 
tentive to theſe Bleſſings, in the gay Hours of an 
uninterrupted Proſperity ? It is very obſervable, that 
icarce any made . to our Divine Re- 
deemer, in the Days of his Abode with us, but the 
Children of Afiction. The ſame Spirit of Supine- 
neſs {till poſiefſſes Mankind. We under-value, we 
diſregard the Lord Jeſus, and the unſpeakable Pri- 
vileges of his Goſpel, while all proceeds ſmoothly, 
and Nothing occurs to diſcompoſe the Tenour of 
our Tranquillity.— But when Misfortunes harraſs 
| our 
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our Circumſtances, or Sorrows oppreſs. our Minds; 
then we are willing, we are glad, we are earneſt, to 
find Reſt in Chriſt. | | 
In Chriſt Jeſus there is Pardon of Sins.—Sin is 
a Burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other Diſ- 
treſs.—Sin would ſink us into the Depths of eter. 
nal Ruin, and transfix us with the Agonies of end- 
leſs Deſpair. But Chriſt has, at the Price of his 
very Life, purchaſed Pardon for all, who fly to him. 
He has bore the -Guilt of their Sins in his own 
Body on the Tree. (1 Pet. ii. 24.) Have they de- 
ſerved Condemnation ? He has fuſtained. it in their 
Stead. —Are they obnoxious to the Wrath of God? 
He has endured it, as their Subſtitute. He has 
made Satisfaction, complete Satisfaction for all their 


Iniquities. (Rom. iii. 25, 26.) So that Pe its 


ſelf, the moſt rigorous Juſtice, can demand no more. 


Oh! that Diſtreſſes may prompt us to prize this 
Mercy! May incite us to deſire ardently this Bleſ- 
ſedneſs ! Then it will be good for us to have been 
afflited. ( Pſalm cxix. 71.) 

Chriſt has obtained for us the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal. iii. 2.) to ſanctify our Hearts, and re- 
new our Natures.—An unrenewed carnal Mind, is 
ten thouſand Times more to be lamented, more to 
be dreaded, than any external Calamities. And No- 
thing can cure us of this moſt deadly Diſeaſe, but 


the Sanctification of the Spirit. This divine Spi- 


rit alone is able to put the Fear of God in our 


Souls, and awaken the Love of God in our Hearts. 


(Fer. xxxii. 40.) His Influences ſuggeſt ſuch aw. 
ful and amiable Thoughts to our Minds, as will be 
roductive of theſe Chriſtian Graces. This ſacred 
Principle ſubdues our Corruptions, and conforms us 
to our bleſſed Redeemer's Image. Ho is this beſt 
Gift of Heaven, diſeſteemed by the Darlings of the 
World, who have Nothing to vex them ? But how 
precious is it, how defireable, to the Heirs of Sor. 
| row ? 


[ 224 ] 
row ?— They. breathe after it, as the thirſty Hart 
-panteth for the Water-Brooks.— They cannot be 
ſatisfied without its enlightening, puritying, Cheer» 
ing Communications. This is all their Requeſt, 
and all their Relief, © that the Spirit of Chriſt may 
„ dwell in their Hearts ;” /:(Rem.. viii. 9.) may 
enable them to poſſeſs - their Souls in Patience; 
(Luke xxi. 19.) and derive never- ending Good from 
momentary Evils, Before Ich theſe Lines, per- 
mit me to recommend one Expedient, which yet is 
not mine, but the Advice of an inſpired Apoſtle, 
<«, Tf any be afflicted, let him pray.” —Dear Sir, fly 
to God in all your Adverſity; pour out your Com- 
plaints before him in humble , Supplication ; and 
ſhew him your Trouble. (P/alm cxlii. 2.)—When 
Jam in Heavineſs, ſays a holy Sufferer, I will think 
upon God; (Pſalm Ixi. 2.) his omnipotent Power, 
his unbounded Goodneſs, whole. Ear is ever, ever 
open to receive the Cry of the Afflicted. When 
the Pſalmiſt was diſtreſſed on every Side, without 
were Fightings, within were Fears, the Throne of 
Grace was the Place of his Refuge; I give myſelf 
to Prayer (Pſalm Cix. 4.) was his Declaration. 
This Method we read Hannah took, and you can- 
not but remember the happy Iſſue. (1 Sam. i. 10.) 
Let me intreat. you to imitate theſe excellent Exam- 
ples; frequently bend your Knees, and more fre- 
quently lift up your Heart, to the Father of Mer+ 
cies, and God of all Conſolation ;' not doubting, 
but that through the Merits of his dear Son, through 
tae Interceſſion of your compaſſionate High- Prieſt, 
He will Hear your Petitions, will comfort you under 
all your Tribulations, and mate them all work toge- 
ther for your infinite and eternal God. 
In the mean Time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that 
the God of all Power and Grace, may vouchſafe to 
blefs THESE CONSIBERATIONS, and render them 
| | | | as 
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as Balm to your _ Heart,. and as Fyod to the 
divine Life in — ind. I am, dear Sir, with, 


much Efteem, 22 and — 199 21 0 
20 1800 f 111} 03 27 wy 
e Jour very fincere d Well-widhes, 
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25 4 Friend, en Weſton, 08. hs 15 58. 

7OU ſome Time ago ſent: me a PRE with wt 

I was much Iclivhted; notwith{th nding the un 
couth Metre and obſolete Words; I mean Prtcher's 
Purple Iſland t, to which were "fubjbiried ſeyeral 
6ther of his poetical Pieces; one particularly I re- 
member to! his Brother G. Fletcher; on his Poem 
intitled, Chri/s Vidlory in Heaven and on Earth ;, 5 
and his Triumph over, het ter Death. 

I happened to mention Fletcher to a eier 
lately, who has fince lent me this very Prem, which 
I longed to ſee as the Title pleaſed me ſo much. 
He tells me that Phineas Fletcher was not Paix An 
excellent Poet himſelf, and the Son of a Poet namely” 
of- John Fletcher; à 4 celebrated dramatic Titer in 
the Reign of Queen EXzabeth) but Brother to tio 
eminent © Poets: of 'which this G. Fletcher was one, 
and a young Student at Cambridge, when he wrote” 
this Poem. ' 

I wiſhany makes could be prevailed ith to, 
reprint The Purple Tfltmh,' and add to it Chrif?'s* 
Vittery,-&e. in one heat Volume, —T believe it would 
ſell, if properly reviſed, and altered. It grieves me 
to chink theſe Pieces ſhould be loſt to the World 1 
and be fot ever buried in Obſcurity. '- | 

I have folded down ſeveral Paſſages in Chris 


Victom and Triumph, for your Inſpection; and if* 


+ The Purple Hand, or Hle of Man, wrote e by Phi-, 
zeas Fletcher, 


Es 3 : they 


WE 


they meet with your Approbation, I hope you will 
join your Intereſt with mine in endeavouring to 
preſerve the Work from periſhing.— The Purple 
and is to be ſure a ſuperior Poem, and abounds 
with p:;ureſque, uſeful, and flriking Sentiments ; but 
with that you are well acquainted, as it has fo long 
been a Favourite with you. 

I am now ſo very ill, that I ſcarce think I ſhall 
live to ſee the approaching + Chriſimas.— Had 1 
been in perfect Health, and diſengaged from other 
Employment, I queſtion hater. 125 not have 
retouched the Poetry, changed ſeveral of the obſo- 
lete Words, illuſtrated the obſcure Paſſages by occa- 
ſional Notes, and run the Riſque of publiſhing the 

Whole at my own Expence. To this I ſhould have 
been more particularly inclined, as there are ſo few 
Poems of the ſcriptural Kind, wrote by Men of Ge- 
nius; though no Subjects can be equally ſublime 
and inſtructive, or more entertaining; witneſs Mil- 
ton's Paradiſe Loft, and Pope's Meſſiah. 

Could not Rivington get ſome one to make theſe 
neceſſary Alterations? Or if He does not care to 
engage in it, would not Dodſiey undertake it, who 
is himſelf a Poet, and very capable of abridging it 
in ſome Places, enlarging it in others, and thorough] 
correcting the whole. Do you know Mr. Poleph 
Warton of Trinity Collegt, Oxford who tranſlated 
Virgil?—He is very capable of doing this; and as 
he is a r imagine He would think 
his Time well employed, in thus contributing to 
our bleſſed Maſter's Honour. 

Methinks if a Subſcription to modernize valuable 

Authors, and thus reſcue them from the Pit of Ob- 
livion was properly ſet on Foot by ſome Men of 
Eminence, and the Propoſals well drawn up, it 


F Mr. Herwey died on Chriſtmas Day, according to 
his own Suppoſition. 


would 
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would meet with due Encouragement. I have of- 
ten wondered, that ſuch an Attempt has never yet 
been made. How many excellent Books of the laſt 
Century are now out of Print, whilſt ſuch a Num- 
ber of uſeleſs, and pernicious” Writings are conti- 
nually publiſhed. | - = i 

I now ſpend almoſt my whole Time, in reading 
and praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you 
can't conceive, how the Springs of Life in me are 
relaxed, and relaxing: thou doeſt do 
« quickly,” is for me a proper Admonition, as I am 
ſo apprehenſive of my approaching Diſſolution. —- 
My dear Friend, attend to “ the one Thing need- 
« ful.” With this I fend you my Heart, its warmeſt 
good Wiſhes, and moſt tender Affections; and till 
it ceaſes to beat, I ſhall never ceaſe to pray for your 
abundant-Happinefs, or to be my dear Sir, 


- Jour ſincerely affectionate Friend, 


James Herver. 


Some of the Paſſages mentioned in the preceding 
Letter to have been folded down by Mr. Hervey, 
were as follow : | ji 0 


In the three following Stanzas, the Poet ſpeaks of 
. as deſtitute of all Hope and Remedy without 


Should any to himſelf for Safety fly? 

The Way to 204 himſelf, 5 * were) 
Is to fly from himſelf. —Should he rely 

Upon the Promiſe of his Wife ? what there, 

What can he ſee, but that he moſt may fear 
A Siren, ſweet to Death? Upon his Friends? 
Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends ! 
Or wanting Aid himſelf, Aid to another ſends. 


His 


- — 
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His Strength > Tis Duſt.— His Pleaſure ? Cauſe 
15-566 Pam eee 
His Hope ? Falſe Courtier,—Youth or r 
s brittlev: 
Intreaty? . Jaw ety vain. 


Juſt Recompence ? the World were all too little. 


Thy Love He hath no Title to a Tittle. 
Hell's Force? in vain her Furies Hell ſhall gather. 
His Servants, Kinſmen, or his — ? 
His Child (if good): ſhall It judges 3 if nd al curſe 

28 his Father. e! 


His Life? that brings him to his End, [and faves him. 


His End? that leaves him to begin his Woe. . 


His Joods! What Good in that which ſo deceives him. | 


is Gods of Woad?. their Feet alas! are flow 
To go to help, which muſt be helpt to go. 
Honour, great Worth? ah, little Worth they be 
Unto their Owners; Wit: That makes him ſee, 


He wanted Wit, who thought he had it wanting 
Thee. 


In other Fac: Repentance and F aith are thus 
deſcribed : 5 2 5 


. HY 
SHE + in an "> ſat 


Of thorny Briar, weeping her curſed state, 
And her before a haſty River fled, 


Which her blind 6 With faithful Pennance fed; | 


And all about, the 
its Head. 


Her Eyes, tho' blind Abroad, at 25 kept ka, 
Inwards they turned, and look'd into 0 n 
At which ſhe often ſtarted 4 as aghaſ . 
To ſee ſo fearful Spectacles of Dread; | 
And with one Hand her Breaſt ſhe SEE, 


n - pig Mentee 7 


raſs with Leafs I, un 
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Wounding her Heart the ſame to mortify; 
The other a fair Damſel * held her by, 
Which if but once let go, ſhe f ſunk immediately. 


In another Place is ſhewn the Sufficiency of 
Chriſt and Impotericy in Man. 


What hath Man done, that Man hall not 8 
Since God to him is grown ſo near a-kin ? 

Did his Foe ſlay him? He ſhall ſlay his Foe ; 
Has he loft all? He all again ſhall win. 
Is Sin his Maſter ? He ſhall mater Sin. 

Too hardy Soul with Sin the Field to try; 

The only Way to coriquer was to fly, 

But thus long Death hath liv'd, and now Death's 

Selt ſhall die. 


Chriſt is a Path, if any be miſled; 
He is a Robe if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, he is Bread; 

If any be a Boridman, he is W 
If any be but weak, how ſtrong is he? | 
To dead Men, Life be is to fick Men Health; 3 
To blind Men, Sight; and to the Needy, Wealth; 
A l * Lols; — Treaſure without 

tealth 


Dae Pre eſumption, Vain Glory, us FR are 
perſonified in different Parts of the © Prben ; but the 
precedirig and following Stanzas, will be ſufficient 
to give the Reader an Idea of it; and therefore, it 
would be unneteſſary to quote al the ns e to 
which Mr. Hervey had referred! © 


Ere long they came near to 8 baleful Bow'r, - 
Much like the Mouth of that infernal Cave, 


Faith. + Repentaiics. 4 The Habi- 
tation of Deſpair deſcribed; 


Vol. II, K Which 


E 


Which gaping ſtood all Comers to devour, 


Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy Grave 
That ſtill for Carrion Carcaſes doth crave. 
The Ground no Herbs but venomous did bear, 
Nor ragged Trees did leaf, but every where 
Dead Bones, and Skulls were caſt, and Bodies 
hanged were. 


Upon the Roof the Bird of Sorrow fat 
Keeping back joyful Day with her ſad Note, 
And through the ſhady Air the fluttering Bat 
Did wave her leathern Sails, and blindly float, 
While with her Wings the fatal Screech-Owl 
ſmote | 
Th' unbleſſed Houſe, there on a craggy Stone 
CEL =Nno * hung, and made a direful Moan, 
And all about the murdered Ghoſts did ſhriek and 
groan. 


Like cloudy Moon-ſhine«in ſome ſhadowy Grove, 
Such was the Light in which DESPAIR did dwell, 
But he himſelf with Night for Darkneſs ſtrove, 
His black uncombed Locks diſhevell'd fell 
About his Face; thro* which as Brands of Hell 
Sunk in his Skull, his ſtaring Eyes did glow, 
Which _ him deadly look ;—their Glimpſe did 
5 SW. -- ;- | l 
Like Cockatrices Eyes, that Sparks of Poiſon 
3 throw. 


Now he would dream that he from Heav'n fell, 
And then would ſnatch the Air, afraid to fall; 


One of the Harpyes—See Virgil, Ax. III. 
Inſulæ Tonio in magno: quas dira CEL xo, 
Harpyiagque colunt aliæ. 


And 
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And now he thought he ſinking was to Hell, 
And ho * d graſp the Earth; and now his 
To him 3 Hell, and then he out would 

crawl : 

And ever as he crept would ſquint aſide, 

Leſt he ſhould be by Fiends from Hell eſpy'd, 

And forc'd alas! in Chains for ever to abide. 


Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his Sufferings 
on the Croſs, "+41 


A Tree was firſt the Inſtrument of Strife, 
Where Eve to Sin her Soul did proſtitute ; 
A Tree is now the Inſtrument of Life, 
Tho! ill that Trunk, and Chriſt's fair Body ſuit ; 
Ah, curſed Tree! and yet oh bleſſed Fruit! 
That Death to him, this Life to us doth give 
Strange is the Cure, when Things paſt Cure revive, 
And the Phyſician dies to make his Patient live. 


Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his Paſſion in 
the Garden, 


So may we oft a tender Father ſee, 
To pleaſe his wanton Son, his only Joy, 
Coaſt all about to catch the roving Bee, 
And, ſtung himſelf, his buſy Hands employ 
To fave the Honey for the gameſome Boy: 
Or from the Snake her rancorous Teeth eraze, 
Making his Child the toothleſs Serpent chace, 
Or with his little Hands her ſwelling Creſt embrace, 


Thus Chriſt himſelf to watch and Sorrow gives, 
While dew'd in eaſy Sleep dead Peter lies; 
Thus Man in his own Grave ſecurely lives, 
While Chriſt alive with thouſand — dies; 
Yet more for ours _ his own Pardon cries b 
2 0 
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No Sins he had, yet all our Sins he ba 


So much doth God for others Evils cars, 
And yet ſo careleſs Men for their own Evils are. 


The Treachery of Judas is thus repreſented : 


See drowſy Peter, ſee where Judas wakes, 

Where Judas kiſſes him whom Peter flies; 
O Kiſs, more deadly than the Sting of Snakes! 

Falſe Love more hurtful than true Injuries ! 

Ah me! how dearly God his Servant buys! 
For God his Man at his own Blood doth hold, 
And Man his God for thirty Pence hath fold: 
So Tin for Silver goes, and Dunghill Droſs for Gold. 


The Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, are very 
poetically deſcribed in the following Stanza : 


No Sorrow now hangs clouding on their Brow; 
No bloodleſs Malady empales the Face; 
No Age drops on their Hairs his Silver Snow; 
No Nakedneſs their Bodies does embaſe; 
No Poverty themſelves and theirs diſgrace; 
No Fear of Death the Joy of Life devours; 
No unchaſte Sleep their precious Time deflow'rs ; 
No Loſs, 1 Grief, no Change wait on their winge 
Ours, | f 


LETTER LI. 
| Wifton Favell, March 10, 1755. 

M dear Friend, | 
A Good while ago I received your kind Letter, 


and this Week your valuable Parcel. I con- 


feſs mvſelf obliged to your Candor, as well as to 
your Judgment, for excuſing me, though I have 
not abſolutely acquieſced in all your Remarks ; as 
well as for giving me many excellent 8 
| wy whic 
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which I have moſt thankfully adopted. I hope 
what I have written concerning Faith, will occa- 
ſion ſome calm and friendly Debates; I want to 
have that Subject ſifted, cleared, and ſtated. I muſt 
own, I am ftrongly inclined to fide with our Re- 
formers; I cannot but think they adhere to the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, Chriſt died for me, 
ſeems to be the Faith preached and taught by the 
Apoſtles.—T have not had Time to peruſe Mr, *, 
nor your Manuſcripts ; bu can hardly imagine, 
how my Time is engrofled, and my weak Spirits 
almoſt overbore, partly by reviſing the Work for a 
new Edition, which is put to the Preſs, —partly by 
anſwering a Variety of Letters, ſent to me on Oeca- 
ſion of the Publication; ſome of which cenſure, 
ſome approve of the Performance. 

I have read with great Pleaſure, your ſhort Chro- 
nicle ; have ſent it to Mr. Moſes Browne, and re- 
ceived it again: Hope you can ſpare it, till I peruſe 
it a ſecond Time. | 

I have lately been preſented with a magnificent 
and coſtly Hebrew Bible, in four Volumes Folio, 
publiſhed by Father Haubigant, with which he has 
intermixed the Apocryphal Greek Books, ſtyled b 
him Deutero- Canonici. — Have you ſeen this Work. 
or heard its Character? The Kuthor has ſubjoined 
Notes to each Chapter, which are employed chiefly 
in vindicating his Alterations of the Text. He is 
a bold enterprizing Writer, takes great Liberties 
with the ſacred Text, and makes very many Alte- 
rations; often without the Authority of any Ma- 
nuſcript, purely from his own critical Judgment, or 
critical Conjecture.— If at any Time, you have a 
Mind to know his Opinion upon any difficult Text, 
I will either tranſcribe it in his own Words, or 
give you the Subſtance of it in Engliſb. | 

His Interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me in 
Mind of an Expreſſion in your ſhort Chronicle. — 
FD) K 3 TI 
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« *Tis my Opinion, Abraham had never ſo clear a 
Sight of the Day of Chriſt as at this Time,” I 
fancy, you will not be diſpleaſed with a Copy of the 
learned Jeſuit's Criticiſm. “ Vocavit Nomen loci 
„ ejus m7 mp Dominus videbitur.—Non videtur 
c ne ab futuro nx» aberremus, Non videbit, non 


* modo quia non additur quid fit Deus viſurus, ſed ' 


etiam quia in tota illa viſione, Hominis eſt vi- 
< dere, Domini videri ; propter quam cauſam Deus 
« Locum iſtum mox nomine Viſionis inſigniebat. 


*Nimirum Deus Abrahamo id oſtendit, quod Abra- 


< ham vidit & gaviſus eſt, ſeu Filium Promiſſionis 
& unigenitum * humano Genere Victimam olim 
& futuram. Atque hoc illud eſt, quod Memoriæ 
& ſempiternæ Abraham conſecrabat, cum ita ſub. 
4 jungeret, Hodie in Monte Dominus videbitur ; 
ay ud Hodie fie accipiens, ut accepit Paulus Apoſ- 


66 tolus illud Davidis, Hodie fi Vocem ejus audie- 


“ ritis; quod Hodie tamdiu durat, quamdiu Sæ- 


& cula illa durabunt, de quibus Apoſtolus, donec 
* Hodie cognominatur, Errant, qui fic interpre - 
4 tantur, quaſi Moſes renarret uſurpatum ſuo tem- 
< pore e Bali Nam ſi fic erit, non jam do- 


& cebit Abraham, cur huic loco nomen fecerit, DOo-— 


& minus videbitur ; quam tamen Nominum Nota- 
< tionem in ſacris Paginis non omittunt ii, quicun- 
F que Nomina rebus imponunt. Quod contra 
* plane docebit Abraham, 11 de eo Moſes ſic narrat, 
* vocavit Nomen loci hujus, Deus videbitur ; nam 
F dixit, in Monte Deus videbitur.“— This is 3 
truly grand and delightful Senſe ; would bid fair 
for * — if it could be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed. 
But, beſides other Things which might be objected 
to this Interpretation, it ſeems probable that the 
Lord did not appear to Abraham, only called to 
him x4pn.—Chriſt ſays of Abraham, that he ſaw, not 
his Perſon, but his ag np ſignifies, I ſuppoſe, 
much the ſame as M r the Remarkables, vc «rio» 

g in 


„ 


e 
in any one's Life. He faw by Faith his Incarna- 
tion, Obedience, Death, all-ſatisfying Atonement, 
Sc. Is not this the Meaning of our Lord? HIST? 

Now I am upon the Subject of difficult Texts and 
exact Interpretations, let me deſire your Opinion of 
= xxx. 18. I have generally looked upon it, as a 

eclaration and a Diſplay of God's infinitely free 
Grace, and profuſely rich Goodneſs. The great 
Vitringa conſiders it in quite a different Light.— 
« Moram trahet na» Jehovah” (are his Words) 
« in Gratia vobis facienda. For which Senſe he 
adds the following Reaſon ; « Quia Delicti Gravi- 
e tas repentinam Gratiam non ferebat, ſecundum 
c Rationes Juſtitiz divine.” The next Clauſe he 
thus explains; © Propterea wry, i. e. exaltabitur Ju- 
ce dicio & Juſtitia, antequam Gratiam in vos exer- 
&  ceat.” — Houbigant on this Verſe does nothing 

more than offer a ſmall Alteration, for © he 
would read g præſtolabitur, that this Verb may 
correſpond with the preceding . 

I propoſed to have cloſed the Plan of Theron and 
Aſdaſio, with an explicit and pretty copious T reatiſe 
on Evangelical Holineſs or Obedience; and to have 
ſhewn my true Believer in his dying Moments. If 

our Thoughts ſhould happen to'take ſuch a Turn, 
ſo good, dear Sir, as to ſuggeſt, what you think 
the moſt adviſeable and advantageous Way of ma- 
naging this important Point. —This would moſt 
effectually ſtop the Mouths of Arminians, and be 
the beſt Security againſt the Abuſes of Antinomians, 
I could wiſh, if it were the Lord's Will, that T 
might live to furniſh out ane more Volume of this 


Kind, and then Manum de Tabula, © 
As the new Edition is partly finiſhed, and the 
Preſs proceeding at a great Rate, and as there will 
be ſome few Emendations, you will give me Leave 
to preſent you with a Sett of wikne'l hope, will be 
leaſt imperfect, Till this Edition is finiſhed, 'let 
K 4 me 
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me be your Debtor in point of Promiſe; and ig 
point of Affection and Gratitude I will be your 
Debtor, ſo long as Iam, | | 


If HERVEY. 


LETTER LL 


Dear Sir, * May 21, 1755. 
M* Letters to you muſt always begin with 
Thanks, and will generally cloſe with Inqui- 
TICS, „„ | | | 


1 am quite a Proſelyte to your guarded and ſober 
Method of uſing the Hebrew Manuſcript ; rag of 
I talked ſome I ime ago, with an Adept in the ſa- 
cred Language, and a moſt devout Student of God's 
Word, who would not ſo much as hear of Altera- 
tions, from any Authority, or any Account what- 
ever; Corrections in an inſpited Book, were to 
him little better than Sacrilege : The preſent Copy 
of the Bible, he apprehended, was in no Degree, 
not even a ſingle Jot or Tittle, wrong. I ſubſcribe 
your Reaſons for rejecting Father Houb:gant's, and 
in not admitting Mr. Kennicott's Expoſition of the 
Hebrew Adagy, mer mr. ECD 4 

I ſhall treafure up your Remark on the Relative 
der, and wiſh you had the deſigning or the ſuperin- 
tending of the Cuts, which, the Printer of Mr. 
Stackbouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, ſays, coſt eight 
Hundred Pounds; I am delighted with your ' 
terpretation of Jaiab xxx. 18. What a charming 
Repreſentation it gives us of the divine Long- ſuf- 
ferin tender: Mercy, and profuſe Goodneſs Oh! 
that I might live under the clear Manifeſtation of 
theſe lovely Perfections 1 

In Pal. XXXVi. 1. Houbigant would read u in- 
ſtead of , and thus tranſlates the Clauſe, Lo- 


&« quitur 


t 192 1 
& * impius juxta Improbitatem quæ eſt in me- 
& dio cordis ejus. 

Inſtead of r, Pſal. cxxxiii. 3. he would introduce 
xw, and juſtifies his Alteration from Deut. iv. 48. 
Did you ever obſerve this Paſſage, and compare it 
with the Text under Conſideration? 5 
Paal. Ixviii. 16, for wa 1 he would ſubſtitute. 
, „Mone pinguis” which Alteration he thus 
explains, and thus vindicates. Eſt mons Dei, 
Mons Sion, in quem aſportatur Arca Faderis 
qui mons, collatione facta cum cæteris Monti- 
bus, quorum Laus eſt Pinguedo five Ubertas, 
* Jaudatur ob ejus Pinguedinem; ex quo, videli- 
cet, tempore eum Montem habitat Ille, qui pin- 
* guem fecit Domum Obed-Edom Mons Altitu- 
8 new altero in Membro, eſt Attributum Mon- 
e tis Sion, cæteris circum Montibus altioris. Ita- 
„ que Mons Baſan nihil hic ad rem; præſertim 
* cum de Monte Sion ea hoc in Pſalmo dicantur, 
* propter quæ ille Mons fit Monti Sion longe an- 
„ teponendus, _ 8 | > 

Gen. xx. 16. Egodedi Fratri tuo Argenti mille 
<« Pondo, erit id tibi pro Velaminibus Oculorum, 
<« ſeu tui tibi aderunt, ſeu cæteri quicunque Homi- 
«© nes, ne forte te concupiſcant. rman, verbum pro 
“ verbo nam concupiſcibilis es ob tuam Pulchri- 
« tudinem; ex du Arabico Verbo, Ducere Uxo-: 
<« rem vel Ejus Matrimonium ambire. —Don't you 
think, this Method of deducing the Senſe of Hebrew. 
Words, from the preſent Arabic, is precarious? If 
we knew the preciſe Signification which Arabic: 
Words bore in the Days of Meſes, and what Words 
were commonly uſed in that early Age, there 
would. be ſurer Ground to proceed upon. But I. 
apprehend, the Arabic Language has undergone: 
great Alterations, and received great Improvements, 
ſince that Period. That Golws's Lexicon is no 
more the Arabic, uſed in the Time of Moſes, than 


Fohnſon's 
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Fohnſon's Dictionary is the Engliſh, ſpoke in the Days 
of Chaucer. 

My beſt Thanks for your Plan. I propoſed to 
follow the Track of Mr. Marſpall, in his Book en- 
titled The Gofpel Myſtery of Santtification , 2 are 
acquainted, I preſume, with this valuable 
ſpiritual and experimental Divinity; THISs, and Mr. 


Erſtine's Sermons, led me into thoſe Notions of 


Faith, which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. If you 
have that Treatiſe, (Marſball's J mean,) I ſhould 
be much obliged for your Opinion of it. You aſk, 
how Houbigant reads Gen. xi. 32.—Thus—< Fue- 
« runtque Dies Thare annorum quadraginta quin- 
que ſupra centum.” This, he ſays, is accord- 
ing to the Samaritan Copy, and adds“ Cui Scrip- 
* tioni adhzrendum efle, notat Sam. Bochartus 
< aliter enim cum Hebræo Cod. pugnantia dictu- 
rum Stephanum Diaconum, As vii. 4. 
c fic probatur. Dictum fuit Ver. 26. Thare fuiſſe 
annorum 70, cum gigneret Abrahamum. Infra 
« dicetur (Cap. xii. Ver. 4.) Abrahamum fuiſſe 
« annorum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan profec- 
« tus eft. Ex quo efficitur ut Thare, tempore 
& illius Profectionis, Annum ageret 145, atque adeo 
* ut Thare, fi quidem vixerit Annos 205, fuerit 
c totos Annos 60, huic Profectioni ſuperſtes.Quæ 
« cum ita ſint, non jam intelligitur, quare Stepha- 
& nus dixerit Abrahamum fuiſſe, Mortuo jam T hare, 
t in Chanaan profectum. Aut fallitur Stephanus, 
te aut Statuendum cum Sam. Codice, non plus 
„ vixifle Thare, quam Annos 145. Nam per eum 
«© Numerum, Libri Geneſis cum Stephano Diſcor- 
« da conciliatur.—Erroris Fontem aperuit Bo- 
« chartus, in litera p 100, pro b go, exarata. Erro- 
& ris Fons eo Manifeſtior, quod in Codicibus Ger- 
“ manicis litera p pede hoc modo decurtato p, fere 
5 ſimilis eſt Literæ a. His marginal Reading of Exod, 

xii. 
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xii. 40. is thus.— According to the Samaritan Text, 
: BWP YR) 1222 YR aw MR DMA Ir e umm). 
Which he thus tranſlates (for his Hebrew Text 
is conformed to the common Standard, and only 
in the Tranſlation his Corrections are introdu- 
ced.) „ Commoratio autem filiorum Iſrael, & 
« Patrum eorum qui in Terra Canaan & in Terra 
« gypti habitarunt, fuit &c.” In his Note on 
this Paſlage he refers the Reader to his Prolegome- 
na ; where after he has proved, that by admitting the 
Samaritan Reading, Difficulties otherwiſe inextri- 
cable, are cleared up and removed, he takes to taſk 
Grotius, Le Clerc, and Buxtorf. You will perhaps 
be willing to fee his Manner, which on many Oc- 
caſions is like the Scelerata Sinapis, ſharp as Muſ- 
tard. © Non incommode, inquiebat Grotius, fic 
« explicatur: Exilium illud Ægyptiacum duraſſe 
“ uſque ad Annum 430, ex quo Deus Abrahams 
cc præſignificaverat. In qua Grotiana explicatione 
« Grotium deſidero. Num exilium erat Ægyptia- 
« cum, tum cum Deus Abrahamo præſignificabat? 
« Vel cui perſuadebat Grotius Moſen hæc verba, 
« ex quo Deus Abrahamo h cum 
« dicere vellet, omiſiſſe? Quæ verba cum ſuo marte 
* Grotius, & ſacri Pagina invit4, inferciat, num 
c huic potius credemus, ut ea verba omiſerit Moy- 
« ſes, fine quibus intelligi non poſſet, imo ſecum 
« ipſe pygnaret, quam Samaritanis, quorum dili- 
* gentia commonemur Judzos Scribas fuiſſe neg- 
& ligentes? Sed audiendus Joan, Clericus. Ma- 
& lim, inquit, ax»poxyiev in Maſoretico Codice ag- 
e noſeere, quam Mendum. Vigilas, Clerice, cum 
« hc loqueris? Negas Hebr. in Volumine eſſe 
% Mendum, hoc eſt, Erronem a ſeribis Judzis pro- 
« fetum}; ed potius inclinas, ut fit arvgonoyig, hoc 


e eft, Moſis ipſius in temporibus notandis Indili- 


« gentia? Egregiam profecto Indiligentiam, ut 
E Moyſes ſeripſerit Annos 4.30, cum ſeribere debu- 
| OT _ 
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& iſſet Annos 215, eo præſertim loco, in quo Tem- 
„ pora tam diligenter notat Moſes, ut non modo 
„ Annos computet, ſed ipſum etiam ponat Anni 
4 menſem, menſiſque ipſum Diem. Quid Buxtor- 
« fium dicemus, non modo, ut cæteri Interpretes, 
“ hic tergiverſantem, ſed etiam plane negantem, 
« fuiſſe hie quidquam a Judzis ſcribis Omiſſum ? 
« Heus tu, Buxtorh ! Illamne fuiſſe Moſis Scrip- 
© tionem putas, qua Moſes Moſi contradicat, 
& & aperte mentiri videatur ? videatur ſane, inquit ; 
« ſed nihil quidquam amplius Moſen Scripſifſe mihi 
* quidem conſtat. Quonam igitur pacto, Bux- 
4 torfi, Moſen cum Moſe conciliabis? Non con- 
& ciliabo, inquit, fi non potero, ſed veto in Hodi- 
« erno Cod. Heb. quidquam addi & ſuppleri. Quid 
« ita? Quia, inquit, Codices Heb. omnes hic con- 
e ſentiunt & illid Additamentum ignorant. Quod 
& ſi autem Scribe alicujus lapſu, vel etiam plurium 
« excidiſſet, non 2 id fieri in omnibus exem- 
« plaribus, ſed Buxtorfium nunc linquimus, Bux- 
“ torfianaſque nugas, quoniam eas ſumus non multò 
« poſt confutaturi.” I intended to have laid be- 
fore you a Specimen of his very bold, and I fear, 
raſh Attempts upon the ſacred Texts; but theſe I 
muſt defer, till I have the Pleaſure of ſubſcribing 
_ myſelf, on another Paper, 


Your moſt obliged, 
And truly affectionate Friend, 
J. HERVE x. 


renn. 
Dear Sir, 
I Keep Mr. E—'s Sermon for no other Reaſon, 
than to prevent its going into other Hands. I 


am-aſhamed and ſorry to ſee, that ſo celebrated 3 
Ys whe College 
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College as ſhould ſend out ſuch a Teacher of Di- 
vinity. However, I muſt acknowledge one Excel- 
lence in this Gentleman: He acts prudently at 
leaſt, in not over-loading his Pages with Quota- 
tions from Scripture. Thoſe ſtubborn pragmatical 
Things might, perhaps, have riſen up, ſtared him 
in the Face, and confronted his Notions. Mr, ** 
he rightly judges, will ſerve his Turn, much better 
than St. Paul.—Who is | Philalethes * C:ftrienſis ? 
I ſee nothing valuable in his Work, but what comes 
from the Paper-tnill and the Printing-preſs ; the 
Paper and Type are indeed very beautiful. What 
a wild Propoſition is that, Page 124. namely © that 
« by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, we underſtand the Per- 
« ſuaſion of the Mind, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent 
©« from God to redeem, and to in/iru& Mankind.“ 
At this rate, the very Devils are endued with the 
Spirit of our God: They believe with this Perſua - 
ſion of the Mind, that the Chriſtian Revelation is 
true, Amidſt ſo many palpable Errors, who ſhall 
lead us into Truth ? He, that is our gracious Maſ- 
ter, and our wonderful Counſellor.. Dear Sir, let 
us look unto Him, that he may, according to his 
Promiſe, guide us cantinualfy.—Next to the holy 
Word of God, let us ſtudy Marſhall on Sanctiſica- 
tion, For my Part, I am never weary of reading 
that incomparable, and moſt comfortable Book. 


* Philalethes Ceſtrienſit, is the feigned Name of a 
Gentleman, who wrote the Book Mr. Hervey here men- 
tions, intitled, An Impartial Enquiry into the Nature of 
that Faith which is required in the Goſpel, as nec ary to 
Salvation : in which is briefly ſhewn, upon what righ- 
teous Terms Unbelievers may become true Chriſtians, 
and the Caſe of the Deiſts is reduced to a ſhort Iſſue. 
The Motto is, | 


In ip1d Fide ſunt omnia opera que diligit Dez. 
| i 
: 
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Are you, dear Sir, alwa 3 how Good 
may be done? I ſay with David; The Lord God 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and of Iſrael our Fathers, keep 
this ſor ever in the Imagination of the Thoughts of 
the Heart of his Servant! 1 Chron. xxix. 18. 

As the publick Service of our Church is become 
ſuch a formal, lifeleſs Thing; and, as it is too gene- 
rally executed by Perſons ſo dead to Godlineſs in 
all their Converſation, I queftion, whether it will 
be Opere pretium, to publiſh the Exhortations to 
Minifters and to adevout Attendance on the Church 
Service, which you propoſe. I ſhould much rather 
ſee from your Pen two or three lively, and animat- 
ing Forms of Morning and Evening Prayer, with 
clear and ſhort Directiont, how to pray aright, and 
4 proper Method of daily Self-examination. This 
printed in a Halfpenny Pamphlet, we might give 
away to any Body, indeed to every Body: And if 
one in twenty, or even one in fifty proved ſucceſs- 
ful, our Pains and Expence would be abundantly 
recompenſed. We ſhould alſo hereby have ſome 
Handle to lay hold on e Self- deceiving 
Souls. We might ſay, Neighbour, have you got 
thoſe Prayers by Heart? Do you conſtantly % 
them, and examine yourſelf daily by thoſe Queſtions ? 
 — Indeed, indeed, the Exhortations you propoſe, 
would only exaſperate the Clergy.— Tis dangerous 
to meddle with them, or their Proceedings.—Y ou 
are, I hope, in the Way of Duty, and that is the 
Way of Peace and Safety, You may do much 
Good, by dropping a Word for Chriſt, on proper 
Occaſions. You don't know, how your Words 
are, by the Generality, regarded; and it is impoſſi- 
ble for Tongue to tell, how kindly our condeſcend- 
ing MASTER will take the 4ſt Attempts, which 
proceed from the Love of his Name. 

I intend ſoon, to return Dr. Watts on the Love of 
Cod. wiſh it was reprinted.— Pray did you _ 
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read Dr. Delaune's Sermons ? He was Preſident of 
St. John's College Oxford; and famed, I am told, for 
being a moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, He really 
has more of the Truth of the Goſpel in his twelve 
Sermons, than in all the polite Sermons I ever read 
in my Life. For my Part, I ſet no Store by our 
modern Diſcourſes ; nay, I can hardly bear to read 
ſuch inſipid, unevangelical Harangues. Much ra- 
ther would I read an Oration in Tully, or a Diſſer- 
tation of Seneca's. = 
When you can ſpare the Reverend Dr. Browne's 
Eſtimate, and likewiſe his two Sermons preached at 
the Cathedral Church of Carlife in 1746, juſt favour 
me with a Sight of them. I preſume, they will 
not tell me of Jeſus, who was crucified ; therefore I 
ſhall ſoon. be ſatisfied with their Company; for 
though I may find ſome Amuſement from his fine 
Style, and ſtriking Sentiments, yet I find no Confola- 
tion in any Name, nor in any Thing, but only in 
the grand Propitiation and everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. — Thanks 
for Dr. Akenſide's Ode to the Country Gentlemen of 
England, He wrote this with a very good Inten- 
tion, and he is certainly a Man of Genius ; but to 
me this Ode reads ſomewhat flat: I fear, it will not 
rouſe and animate, like the Poems + of Tyrteus. 
This probably will find you returned in Sa 
from your Journey.—When the Journey of Li 
is over, I hope we ſhall fit down together in ever- 
laſting Reſt; and ſee his Glory, who endured the 
Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, Till then, and then 
much more, ſhall I be, W 


moſt affectionately your's, 
James Hervey, 


+ Tyrteus was a Poet of Athens, who by his Poem, 
pronounced at the Head of the Army, inſpired the Spar- 
tans with ſo much Courage and Contempt of Death, 
that they obtained a glorious Victory. 11 


— — — — x 
um ˙ te wer —— „ —— — — — 
I a . N — == —— 


* 


— 8 — — — — — wy _ — — 0 » Va 
- ä —— — = 2 ee of nes» hy 
— main — — oe on, 
; - — — ä — 


[L 
LETTER LV. 

Dear Sir, | 175 5. 
Hkrewich I ſend you the new Edition of Theron 
+= and Appaſio. It deſires your Acceptance and 
your Prayers, that it may be for the Praiſe of the 
Glory of God's Grace in Chriſt, and for the Edi- 
fication of his People in Faith and Holineſs. 

You will find Dialogue xvi. ſomewhat altered ; 
and rendered, I hope, leſs incorrect, than in the for- 

mer Editions : It contains the genuine Sentiments 
of my Heart: But if they recede a Hair's Breadth 
from the unerring Standard, if they differ ia one 
Jot or Tittle from God's holy Mord, in that Jot 
of Tittle, I moſt earneſtly wiſh, the World may 
not receive them, and that I myſelf may have Grace 
to retract them, What you meet with, that appears 
contraty to the Aoyos vyms, au, e, freely point 
out. This will pleaſe, this will profit, and theres 
fore this will oblige, | | 

Dear Sir, your affeRionate Friend, 

J HER VE. 


P. S. Vou will permit me to keep your Manu- 

ſcripts a little longer ; one of them, the Scriptural 

Chronicle, a Perſon is tranſcribing. May the yi 

5 0 tranſcribe his Word and his Image on © 
carts e | 


+LETTER LVI: 
M poor Fellnw-Sinners, „E 
1 Received a Letter from you, and fhould have vi- 
ſited you, but my Health is ſo much decayed; 
and my Spirits are ſo exceedingly tender, that | 
| 5 could 
" + This Letter was wrote from We/fton-Favell to two 
condemned Malefactors, in Norrhampron Gaol, (name- 


* 
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could not well bear the Sight of your Confinement, 

our Chains, and your miſerable Circumſtances, as 
i can hardly bear the Thoughts of your approaching 
Executim, and your extreme Danger of everlaſting 
Deſtruftion. But becauſe I cannot come in Perſon, 
I have ſent you the following Lines, which I hope 
you will conſider; and which I beſeech the God of 
all Grace to accompany with his Bleſſing. 

You have been already condemned at an earthly 
Tribunal; you are alſo condemned by the Law of 
God; for it is thus written, Curſed is every one, 
c that continueth not in all Things that are writ- 
cc ten in the Book of the Law to do them *.“ If 
every Violation of the divine Law expoſes you to a 
Curſe, what a Multitude of Curſes are ready to fall 
upon your unhappy Souls !—And remember, this 
is not the Curſe of a mortal Man, but of the great, 
eternal, infinite God. If it was diſmal to hear an 
earthly Fudge command you to be hanged by the 
Neck till you are DEAD; how much more terrible 
to hear the almighty Fudge, denounce that unalter- 
able Sentence, Depart from me, ye Curſed into 
* everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
* Angels 4.” —Had you committed but one Sin, 
this would have been your deſerved Doom: * The 


ly, James Smart and Joſeph Brown) about the Middle 
of Fuly 1755. It may not be improper to add, that 
our Lord in pardoning the Thief on the Croſs in ſuch 
an extraordinary Manner, hath ſhewn us what he can 
do, that none may deſpair : But He hath likewiſe de- 
clared in his holy Word what He ordinarily wit do, 
that none may preſume. He hath plainly told us, that 
„ without Holize/s, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ (Hzb. 
X11. 14.) And that every one (hall receive the Things 
«© done in the Body, according to that He hath done, 
whether it be good, or bad.” (2 Cor. v. 10.) : 


Gal. iii. 10. + Matt. xxv. 41. 
Vol. II. L « Wages 
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« Wages of Sin, of every Sin, is Death *. How 
much more of thoſe manifold Sins and multiplied 
Tranſgreſſions, of which your Conſciences muſt ac- 
cuſe you! Vou are ſoon to ſuffer the Puniſhment 
of the Gallows, and you are liable to the Vengeance 
of the moſt high God ; for thus faith the holy Word, 


„„ The Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven 
cc _—_ all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
T 


en +.” If againſt all, and every Inſtance of 
Ungodlineſs, then how much more againſt your 


Crimes, which have been of the moſt abominable 


and horrid Kind !—The Wrath of God | Tremen- 
dous Word! Who knoweth the Weight and Ter- 
Tor of his Wrath? At his Rebuke the Rocks melt 


like Wax, the Earth is ſhaken out of its Place, and 


the Pillars of Heaven tremble. How then can. you 
endure the Furiouſneſs of his Wrath, and the Seve- 
rity of his Vengeance? And that, not for a Day, a 
Month, or a Year, but through all the Ages of 
Eternity! Yet this is the Doom of them, that know 


not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, They ſhall be puniſhed with eyer- 
laſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and from the Glory of his Power. What can you 
do in this diſtrefled Condition? What indeed! If 
you had a thouſand Years to live, you could not 
atone for one Offence. How then can you make 
Satisfaction for Millions of Provocations, in the 
Space of a few Days ?—Alas ! E are loſt, utterly 
loft, in yourſelves irrecoverably loſt. May the God 
of all Power, make you ſenſible of your undone 
State] ſenſible, that you are upon the Brink, the very 


Brink, of an amazing, an unfathomable Downfall. 


Perhaps you may ſay, is there no Hope then? Is the 

Door of Heaven ſhut, and without any Paſſibility of 

being opened to us? Muſt we fink into unquench- 
Rom. vi. 23. + Rom, i. 18. 


able 


[ 3-3 


able Burnings ; and is there not ſo much as a Twig 
for us to catch at? Yes, my poor Fellow-Sinners, 
there is not only a Twig, but a Tree, even the 
Tree of Life, a ry NO which if the Lord 
enables you to lay hold on, you may yet, even 
be — Oh! * of his wonderful” Goodbels ty 
accompany what you are going to read, with his 
holy Spirit. 

hriſt, the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the 
deplorable Cafe of ſuch Sinners. He not only pi- 
tied, but reſolved to fuccour and relieve them. Fe or 
this Purpoſe HE came into the World, and was 
made Man. Nay more, he came into the Place, 
and ſtood in the Stead of Sinners. —Becauſe we had 
broke the Commandments of the Law, He fulfilled 
them in all their Perfection. Becauſe we deſerved 
the Puniſhment of the Law, He ſuſtained it in its 
utmoſt Extremity.— He became poor, and had not 
where to lay his Head, though Heaven and Earth 
were all his own. —He ſubmitted to Scorn and Re- 
proach, though all the Angels of God are bidden to 
worſhip Him. Nay, He was condemned to Death, 
the moſt ſhameful and tormenting Death, far more 
ſhameful, and unſpeakably more tormenting, than 
the Death, which you muſt ſhortly undergo. He 
ſuffered unknown Pangs in his Body, aid incon- 
ceivable Anguiſh in his Soul, from the Indignation 
of God. In a Word, He ſuffered all that Shame, 
all that Torment, all that Vengeance, which the 
unnumbered Sins of the whole World deſerved, 
Here then is your Door of Hope.—Sins are borne 
by Chriſt, and though there be much Iniquity, there 
is no Condemnation to them, who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus f. — Wrath is borne by Chriſt, ſp that Sinners 
who deſerve eternal Vengeance, are reconciled to 
God, and ſaved from Wrath through Him $.—A 


+ Rom. viii. 1. t Rom. v. 9, 10. 


L2 Righteouſ- 
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Righteouſneſs is wrought by Chriſt, a perfect and 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ſuch, as brings incompa- 
rably greater Honour to God's Law, than all our 
Tranſgreſſions brings Diſhonour. By all this He 
has merited, and obtained a full Deliverance, and 
a complete Redemption. —Are you not ready to cr 
out—O bleſſed Saviour! O precious Redemption! 
What a Happineſs, if we might be ntere/ted in this 
Saviour, and partake of this ra, Millions 
of World for ſuch a Bleſſing — Vou need not give 
Millions of Worlds, no, nor any individual Thing. 
Theſe Bleſſings are given freely without Money, and 
without Frice, without any deſerving Qualifications 
in us. All, who are fuſtificd, are juſtified See 
through the Redemption, that is in Chriſt Jeſu 
But we are Sinners, vile Sinners; we have not only 
Nothing good, but much and grievous Guilt. —The 
Lord convince you of this more and more! yet re- 
member for whom Chriſt died, He died for the 
C Ungodly.”” —W hat fays St. Paul? In due Time 
Chriſt died for the Ungodly +.—He died for the Un- 
juſt. —W hat ſays St. Peter? Chriſt hath once ſuf- 
fered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuf? t. - What ſays 
our Lord himſelf? The Son of Man is come to 
ſave that, which was %. — Are you not ungodly 
Men? are you not wnju/t Perſons f are you not lo/# 
Creatures ? For ſuch, even for ſuch the Gvine Jeſus 
died. Wonderful Love! adorable Compaſſion ! The 
Lord enable you to lay Hold on this Hope ſet before 
you Perhaps, you may ſay We are not only 
Sinners, but the oor 4 of Sinners. — Oh that you were 
convinced of this To be the chief of Sinners, 
makes you unpardonable before Men; but this is 
no Difficulty with Chriſt, and ſhould be no Hin- 
drance of your coming to Chriſt, Chriſt's Merit 
and Righteouſneſs are infinite. They are as able 


+ Rom. v. 6. - 4 n Pet. ut. 48. 
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to ſatisfy for a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, as for 
a Debt of a ſingle Farthing. Hear what the Scrip- 
ture ſaith upon this Subject, This is a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the World to fave Sinners, of whom I am 
Chief +. He came not to fave Sinners only, but the 
very chief of Sinners. And he is able to fave them 
to the very uttermoſt.— But our Sins are heinous, 
they have been often repeated, and long continued 
in.— What ſays the Apoſtle? Fhe Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin. Another Apoſtle de- 
clares, by Him, by the divinely excellent Redeemer, 
all, that believe, are juſtified from all Things, from 
all Accuſations, be they ever ſo numerous; from all 
Iniquities, be they ever ſo enormous. Nay, ſo 
wonderfully efficacious is the Power of his Death, 
that, through his great Atonement, Sins, which are 
as Crimſon, are made white; white as Snow f.— 
But will Chriſt vouchſafe this great Salvation to 
as? Hear his own Words, He, that cometh to me 
for Pardon and Salvation, I will in no wiſe cal out, 
Be his Guilt ever ſo great, this ſhall be no Bar, I 
will not on any Conſideration reject, or deny his 
Suit. Only let him come as a poor, undone Crea- 
ture, and he ſhall find me ling, and mighty to 
fave; nay, he invites you to come. | Theſe are his 
gracious Words, Come unto me, all ye, that labour 
and are heavy laden, heavy laden with Sin and Mi- 
ſery, and I will give you Ref. I will deliver you 
from going down into the Pit, I will deliver you 
from the Vengeance of eternal Fire. Al! your Ans 
ſhall be upon me, and all my Righteouſneſs ſhall be 
upon you.—Go to a great Man on Earth, beg of 
him to uſe his Intereſt in your Behalf; He would 
ſcorn to take Notice of you. But your dear, ten- 
der, compaſſionate, moſt condeſcending Saviour, in- 


+ 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 Ifai. i. 18. $ Matt, xi. 28. 
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vites you to come to him, and aſſures you he will 
not abhor, nor caſt you out.—Go to your earthly 
Judge, intreat him on your bended Knees, to pardon 
ou —He, perhaps cannot, muſt not: The Laws 
forbid him. But it is not fo with Jeſus Chriſt, He 
has made a full Satisfaction for Sin: He has made 
an infinite Atonement for Sin ; and were your Sins 
ten thouſand thouſand Times greater than they are, 
before the Power F his Death they would all vaniſh 
away; by the waſhing of his Blood, they would all 

be as though they had never been. 
This then ſhould be the one Deſire of your Souls, 
your znceſſant Prayer to God, that you may come to 


Chriſt, that you may believe in Chriſt, you may be 
Found in Chriſt : Then you will not periſh, though 


you deſerve it, but have everlaſting Life, through. 
is Name; then you will have juſt the /ame Foun- 
dation for your bode, as I wal myſelf have when 
I ſhall depart this Life : When I ſhall be ſummoned 
to the great Tribunal, what will be my Plea, what 
NN Nothing but Crit: Chriſt would 
J fay, has been wounded for my Sins, therefore they 
will not be puniſhed in me. Chriſt has fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs in my Stead, therefore I truſt to be 
juſtified when I am judged. I am a poor unworthy 
Sinner, but worthy is the Lamb, that was ſlain, for 
receive both pardoning Mercy, 
and everlaſting Glory. This is my only Hope; 
and this is as free for you, as it is for your Friend 
and Fellow-Sinner, 
* | James HERVEx. 


P. S. What I have written, I ſhall beg of God to 


bleſs ; and will attend you with my Prayers, though 


I cannot viſit you in Perſon. 
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LETTER kan 


My dear Friend, W:/lon- Favell, Sept. 10, 1165. 
2 U may juſtly wonder, that I have not acknow- 
ledged the Favour of your laſt, long before 
this. Do me the Juſtice to believe, that it is not 
owing to the leaſt Diſeſteem of ou Correſpon- 
dence, or any Inſenſibility of your Kindneſs. I hope 
my Heart is, though ſadly depraved, yet ſincerely 
rateful; and I am ſure, I eſteem your Letters as 
"Treaſures: Though I deſtroy almoſt all I receive, 
every one of your's is preſerved. Let me, therefore, 
earneſtly beg that you will not follow my Exam- 
ple, but ſuffer your Letters to be much more ſpeedy 
in their Arrival than mine.—You would more ea- 
ſily excuſe me, if you knew me. The Graſhopper 
is a Burden to me. Every Blaſt blows me down, 
or my continual Indiſpoſition and inconceivable 


| Languors pierce through me: I now hang a ſwel- 


led Face over my Paper; occaſioned only by taking 
the Air Yeſterday in my Chair, and finding a ſharper 
Atmoſphere, than for many Weeks I had been ac- 
cuſtomed to. Pray for me, dear Sir, that, eſtabliſh- 
ed in Chriſt, and ſtrong in his Faith, I may be look- 
ing for, and haſting to the coming of the Day of 
God; when this poor, enervated, crazy Body will 
(to the everlaſting Glory of free Grace) be made 
like unto Chriſt's glorious Body. 

I live with my Mother and a Siſter : Our Me- 
thod is every Morning at Nine, when we breakfaſt, 
to read a Verſe or two from the Bible, and make it 
the Subject of our Converſation, The other Day, 
we were reading in Pſalm Ixxxiv. 4. — 
a Doubt aroſe in my Mind, how the Fact, which is 


here affirmed, could poſſibly happen. Could the 


Sparrows, and Swallows build their Neſts, lay their 


ggs, and hatch their Young, on God's Altar, 
L 4 | which 
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which was every Morning and Evening Nated!y, and 
I ſuppoſe many other Times in the Day occaſionally, 
ſurrounded by Crouds of Worſhippers, on which 
the ſacred Fire was conſtantly burning; and which 
was in a Manner covered with Flame and Smoke, 
whenever the Sacrifices (=) were offered. Now 
to have Birds lay aſide all their Fear of Man, their 
— Dread of Fire, and make ſuch an Altar their 

ouſe, is ſtrange, is ſcarce credible, and muſt, if 
true, be miraculous. —Conſulting Houbigant, I find, 
he was ſenſible of the Difficulty, and ſolves it, not 
from any Manuſcript, but from his own Invention, 
thus: Vos vero, ne Oratio trunca maneat, ſupple- 
mus, ante mam r, hac aus Verba, r ww, Ego vero 
quando tandem, tacito Verbo mri, adero ad, quod ſolet 
Yetceri. : 

I have met with other bold Strokes in this Com- 
mentator, which I want to ſubmit to your Exami- 
nation, But theſe let me poſtpone, in order to de- 
fire your Opinion concerning the Plan of my new 
Work; which, with a weak Hand and deſponding 
Heart, I have ſketched out, determined to try (tho' 
with very httle Hope of being enabled to execute) 
reſting ſatished in this Perſuaſion, that the Iſſue of 
Things are in the Hand of the Lord, and He will 
fruſtrate, or accomplith, as he knows to be moſt 


expedient. 


The PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and 
Aſpaſio. | 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chriſt's Religion (for 
Jam of the ſame Mind with Mr. Marſball in his 
Treatiſe on Santtification, namely, that we mult par- 
take of the Comforts of the Goſpe/, before we can 
. practiſe the Duties of the Law)—T heron oppretled 
with Fears, on Account of his numerous Sins.— 


Diſcouraged with Doubts, on Account of his im- 
perfect 
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perfect Obedience. The Cordials of the Goſpel 


re- adminiſtered, with ſome additional Spirit and 
Strength. Objections to Aſſurance of Faith ſtated, 
diſcuſled, anſwered.— Vital Holineſs; its Nature, 
Neceſſity, Excellency.—Its grand Efficient, the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit Ats principal Inſtrument, true Faith, mix- 
ed with which, the Scriptures, the Lord's Supper, 
Prayer, the divine Promiſes, are powerful and effectual 
Means : diſunited from which, they are a dead Let- 
ter and inſignificant Ordinances. —The evangelical 
Principles of Holineſs, ſuch as © I beſeech you, by 
te the Mercies of God, ye are bought with a Price, 
C ye are the Temples of the living God, &c.”— 
All theſe Privileges, though not hereditary, yet in- 
defeaſible; or the final Perſeverance of the Be- 
liever, —Our Friends part, renew their Correſpon- 
dence; Theron deſires to glorify the God of his Sal- 
vation, aſks Advice concerning the beft Method of 
Family Worſhip, educating Children, inſtructin 
Servants, edifying Acquaintance. On each of theſe 
Particulars Apaſio ſatisfies his Inquiry, enlarges on 
the Subject of Education, eſpeczally of Daughters; 
as that ſeems to be moſt neglected, or the proper 
Way of conducting it at leaſt underſtood. —Letter 
on the Covenant of Grace, compriſing the Sub- 
ſtance, and being a Kind of Fecapitulation, of the 
three foregoing Volumes. —Aſpaſio ſeized with a 
ſudden and fatal Illneſs; his Sentiments and Beha- 
viour in his laſt Moments. | 
If, dear Sir, you ſee any Thing in this Plan, which 
15 improper, correct it; any Thing, which is defec- 
tive, ſupply it; and if any Thoughts occur on any 
of the Lopicks, be ſo kind as to ſuggeſt them. — 
Pray have you ever ſeen a Book, lately preſented to 
me, and intitled, The Marrow of modern Divinity +, 
: with 
+ The thirteenth Edition was printed in 1745— 
Sold by Millar in the Strand, and Diliy, in the Poul- 
try © 


* 
þ 


K. 
5 
* » 
{ 
. ' 
7. 
\ * 
* 
- 
„ 
= 
pt = 
# 
- 
71 - : 
: 
N , 
- 
A - : 
\ i 
« 
, 
* 
- 
\ 
3 } 
4 
: 
5 
\ = 
fi 
* 4 
4 
9 5 
- 
* 
1 
17 
= 
* - 
o 
$ 0 
* 
| : \ 
9 
* " 
: 
d , 
* 
i y 
o = 
E 
” 
I. 
* : 
T : 
g 1 
» 
, 
0 © 
: 
by | 
1 : 
' i 
> : 
. U 1 
41 a \ 
'q : 
e 
[ ' 
i : 
' 
if { 
J o 
: 
: ; 
| 
: 
1 
: 
2 
4 ; 
! 1 
4 1 


[ 154 J 
with Notes by Mr. Beſton? If you have ſeen it, 


you will not deny me the Satisfaction of knowing 
_ Sentiments concerning it. Yeſterday a learned 
iniſter (a Stranger) called upon me, and amon 
other Subjects, we talked of that remarkable Par” 
ſage in Iſaiab, She hath received of the Lord's Hand 
double for all her Sins. What do you think is the 
exact Meaning of the Prophet? Sonn is a peculiar 
Word. Houbigant tranſlates the Clauſe, Poſtquam 
pro Peccatis ſuis Multis dedit Domino duplices Penas 


and ſuppoſes the two Captivities, Aſſyrian and Ro- 


man, to be the double Puniſhment. My pious Viſi- 
tant referred it to the Satisfaction made by Jeſus 
Chriſt. I objected, that God, not the Church, re- 


ceived this. To which he replied, that the Church 


receives the Benefit of the Satisfaction; and the 


Expreſſion might be ſynechdochical, the 'T hing pur- 


chaſed for the Thing purchaſing. This Interpre- 
tation, I fancy, would have been clearer and lefs ex- 
ceptionable, if he had uſed the Word Puniſhment, 
inſtead of Satisfaction. Then, as Chriſt and the 
Church are one, his Sufferings might be called her's, 
and his Righteouſneſs is reckoned her's,—V/;tringa 

ive a future Signihcation to the Verb -mmpy. She 
Mal receive, not double Puniſhment, but double Bleſ- 
fings. Agrecably to that Doctrine taught by St. 
Paul, Where Sin hath abounded, Grace ſhall much 
more abound.—T1 ſhall be glad of your Opinion on 
this Point; glad of your Aſſiſtance in my purpoſed 
Work, and above all, glad of your fervent Prayers for, 


Dear Sir, 
your obliged, 
| and faithful Friend, 
James HERVEx. 


try: The Author endeavours to reconcile and heal an- 
happy Differences on ſeveral diſputable Points; and 
writes in a plain familiar Style without Bitterneſs againſt, 
or indecent Reflections upon others. ' 


81 L E T. 


a DP - * K 1 
2 * — 2 To . — — 3 


SS 35 
F LETTER: Lea. 


THANKS to my dear Friend for the Peruſal of 
5 Dr. Ghynn's Poem, intitled, The Day of Fudg- 
ment, It is not void of Elegance and Spirit ; but, 

methinks, it wants that Energy and Pathos, which 
on ſo intereſting and ſolemn an Occaſion, ſhould 
awe, tranſport, and agitate our Souls, But the 
great Deficiency is, that it neglects to aſcribe pro- 
per Honour to feſus Chriſt, He is, indeed, ſightly 
mentioned, juſt at the Cloſe; but He ſhould have 
made the diſtinguiſhed Figure throughout the whole 
Piece. All Judgment is committed to Him. St. 
Paul calls the Day of Judgment, the Day of Christ. 
We muſt all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt; then ſhall we behold the glorious appearing 
of the great God, even of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
But not a Glimpſe of this is ſeen in Dr. Glynx's 

oem. 


Do you aſk, what I think of the polite * * * 
Sermon? It is a mere moral Eſſay, not a Sermon: 
It wants the Light of Chriſt.— To ſpeak the 
Truth, I think it an errant Cyclops. 


Monſtrum, horrendum, cui Lumen ademptum. 


A hideous, eyeleſs Monſter. Virgil En. B. III. 


From ſuch Preachers, and ſuch Sermons, good 
Lord deliver us! Is any Remedy for Sins compara- 
ble to the Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the Interceſſion 
of a divine Redeemer ? Pity, ten thouſand Pities, ſo 
great a Man (for fo the Author really is) ſhould not 
know, or ſhould totally overlook the grand Peculiarity 
of the Goſpel. It grieves me to think, ſuch un- 
chriſtian Doctrine ſhould be thus propagated : If a 
fair Opportunity offers, I would gladly bear my 
Teſtimony againſt ſuch enormous Perverſion of the 


I cannot 
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I cannot think the Manuſcript Sermon, which 
ou have now ſent me, is of ſuch diſtinguiſhed Ex- 

cellence, as to deſerve a Publication. It does not 
ſeem calculated either to alarm, to comfort, or im- 
preſs.— There is nothing of the Orator, no ſearch- 
ing Application, no ſtriking Addreſs, —The Preface 
is not ſo judicious as I could wiſh, it anticipates 
what is faid under the following Heads, and renders 
ſome Part of them tautological. The Text is not 
exhauſted, Of ſeveral emphatical Words no No- 
tice is taken. I fay unto you, Ye ſhall in no Caſe; 
of the Kingdom of Heaven nothing . particular is 
ſaid. Indeed, there is a Hint or two in the Con- 
cluſion, referring to this Subject ; but too rambling, 
indiſtinct, and not with ſuch a Similiarity to the 
Text as might be obſerved. —The Preacher ſup- 
es all his Hearers to be of the ſame Character, 
and ranks them all in one Claſs. A Practice which 
diſcerning People will not admire; and which is 
hardly conſiſtent with the apoſtolical Rule, © Right- 
« ly dividing the Word of 'Truth;” or with our 
Lord's Direction, „ To give each his Portion,“ 
ſuited to their reſpective States.—I love Mr. R*** 
as a worthy good Man, but I declined the Office of 
reviſing his Sermon, becauſe I was ſenſible, I could 
not make it ſuch, as I ſhould chuſe to ſee printed. 
However, if it is printed, I heartily wiſh the Bleſ- 
fing of the Lord might attend it; that true Reli- 

gion may be promoted, and immortal Souls edified. 
When the Pope is inſtalled, he is reminded of 
this moſt weighty Truth; Sancte Pater, Dies Æter-— 
nitatis cogita. Let me ſfay—/ir dilectiſſime, Dies 
Aternitatis cogita.— We were all pleated with your 
laſt Converſation. It was like your Book, and like 
yourſelf.— Remember, my dear Friend, when you 
are in Company, that you have written a pious Book, 
and do not invalidate all your Exhortations to others, 
by forgetting them in your own Converſation, = 
this, 


: 


Wn. 


this, ah! *tis this, which deſtroys what we build; 
confirms People in Lukewarmneſs; and does un- 
ſpeakably more Miſchief than can be enumerated in 
this Letter. Let no corrupt Communication pro- 
ceed out of your Mouth, fays St. Paul, but that, 
which is good to the Uſe of edifying, that it may mi- 
niſter Grace to the Hearers. 

The Paper you inquire after is Joſt in the immane 
Barathrum of my looſe Papers. If ever it emerges, 
it ſhall be reſtored. May my Friend's Soul be, not 
as the preſent State of the Paſtures and Meads, but 
as a watered Garden, whoſe Waters fail not. 

have peruſed Mr. J/itherfpoon's Eſſay on im- 
puted Righteouſneſs : May we every Day experience 
that ſanctifying Efficacy, on which his Diſcourſe 
turns. Sanctify them, faith our Lord, by thy Truth. 
II thank you for your Admonition : I will bear it 
in my Memory; and may our divine Maſter ena- 
ble me to obſerve it ! 

— Oh, for a candid Spirit! It gives Gracefulneſs 
to our Cauſe; it diminiſhes not the Weight of our 
Argument, and ſurely it does Honour to the Chriſ- 
tian Character. | 
| — Thanks for Mr. Maſon's + Odes. Poliſhed 
Performances ; but not equal, in my Judgment, to 
his Js, or his Monody on Pope. I think, I could 
point out a Defect (or two) in theſe Poems, but no- 
thing defective could I diſcern in thoſe. *Tis Pity 
but Gratitude to the ſupreme Benefactor actuated 


our Hearts, and guided our Pens. The rich Bene- 


fits of Memory diſplayed by the elegant Mr. 2 / 
and not one Acknowledgment to the bleſſed Author of 
all, The Poet ſhines, but where is the Chriſtian? 
I am, ever your's, 
James HERVEY. 


+ Oqdezs on Memory—Independency—Melancholy— 
and the Fate of Tyranny. 
; LE. 
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V dear Friend, 


THIS Morning I wrote to my Bookſeller, and 

therein told him, that I think he need not be 
much concerned at the ſcurrilous Treatment, which 
the Reviewers have beſtowed on my Edition of 
Fenks's + Meditations. It will injure their own Cha- 
racter, and leſſen their own Credit; not depreciate 
the Works of that excellent Man.—1 do aſſure you, 
it gives me not the leaſt Concern; I don't covet 


+ Mr. Jeuls was Rector of Harley in Shropſhire, and 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Earl of Brad. 


ford. Mr. Herwzy, in 1757, publiſhed in two Vo- 


lumes, Octavo, a neat Edition of his Meditations upon 
various and important Subjects, to which he wrote an 
introductory Preface, in which he ſays (ſpeaking of 
this Work of Mr. 7-:&s's) that “ there is ſcarce any 
«© Circumſtance of the Chriſtian Life, which ſolicits 
«© the Aſſiſtance of a ſpiritual Phyſician, but may be 
4 accommodated with ſeaſonable and ſuitable Relief 
« from this ample Diſpenſatory of Edification, Ex- 
& hortation, and Comfort (See 1 Cor. xiv. 3.)—Here 
« are (if I may purſue the medicinal Alluſion) Cor. 
« Gials to cheer the Drooping, Reſtoratives to heal the 
« Back-ſliding ; Stimulatives to quicken the Supine 
& with Lenitives to eaſe the Anguiſh of Conſcience, 
ec and make the Bones which Sin has broken, to re- 
& joice (P/alm li. 8.)—Neither are we clogged with 
© a tedious Multiplicity of Remedies, in any Caſe of 
c Diſtreſs; nor wearied with a dry Detail of all that 
can be ſaid upon any Point of Inquiry.-On the 
c contrary, the moſt ſpirited Doctrines, and the 
* moſt ſovereign Conſolations are both {kilfully 
« ſelected, and pertinently applied, with this well- 
* judged Deſign of improving and exhilarating the 
« Mind, without overcharging or burthening the Me- 
% mory.“ 


9 


Reputa- 
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Reputation; I deſire, every Day, to be more and 
more dead to the Honour, that cometh of Men. 
Yet it is my ſincere Opinion, that ſuch very foul 
and very abuſive Language would awaken in the 
nerous Reader a Spirit of Reſentment. As a 
Proof I incloſe a Letter from Mr. P—, a very in- 
genious young Clergyman, whom I ſometime ago 
mentioned to you under this Character. The Let- 
ter, I think, will do him as much Honour as it 
does me: It is fit to appear in Print; but I would 
on no Account take any ſuch Freedom, with a pri- 
vate Epiſtle. —I would not have our Friend in Len- 
don give himſelf any Manner of Trouble to prevent 
any future Inſtances of this Kind of Benevolence 
from the Reviewers. I depend not on their Favour 
but on Him, whom Heaven and Earth, and Hell 
obey. Who conſtrained even Balaam to ſay, How 
6 1 I curſe, whom the Lord hath net curſed ?”? 
We are all obliged to my dear Friend for intereſting 
himſelf in our Behalf, but we deſire him not to take 
the Trouble of writing on Tueſday, becauſe it will 
be too late. The little Cloſes are to be put up for 
Sale on Monday, and A— will, I ſuppoſe, out- bid 
my Brother; yet if diſappointed in 7th:s, bleſſed be 
God for a Treaſure in Heaven that faileth not. An 
Inheritance, that is a@9afle;, not periſhable, but laſt- 
ing as Eternity; awails, not tarniſhed, but free 
from every Circumſtance of Alloy; awapaiiw;, not 
fading, but always in the fulleſt, freſheft Bloom of 
Perfection, Glory, and Joy.— : 
Poor Mr. Hunter, I am informed, has almoſt loſt 
his Sight, is extremely ill; his Life, it is thought, 

will follow his Sight. Lord, that He and we ma 
fee by Faith the Lord's Chriſt - Bleſſed be God, 
in Chrift all Fulineſs dwells, all Fullneſs of Merit 
and Righteouſneſs, of Grace and Salvation; and 
this is for the Unworthy, for Sinners, for © whom 
erer 
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« ever will; therefore, for my dear Eriend, 


and for 
his ever affectionate 


JAMES HERvEvy, 


GST 1 ELK. LX. 


Reverend and dear Sir, Wiſton, Aug. 12, 1754. 


I Received your Favour from ¶Mington, and acknow- 

ledge myſelf indebted to you for a preceding one 
from Scotland. I am both to you, and to other of 
my worthy Correſpondents, quite an Inſolvent; yet 
truſt my many Infirmities, in Concurrence with 
your Candour, will plead my Excuſe. 

I called myſelf an Inſolvent; but I ſhall ere long: 
make one publick Effort to pay from the Preſs, all 
my Debts of an epiſtolary Nature ; the Payment, 
I confeſs, will not be in the very ſame Specie, but 
it will bear the ſame Image and Superſcription, not 
Cz/ar's but Chriſt's : This will recommend it to 
my Correſpondents, and not only beſpeak their kind 
Acceptznce of it, but engage their cordial Prayers 
in its Behalf. Do, my dear Sir, remember my 
poor Enterpriſe, when you call upon him, who is 
omnipotent : He can bid the Wounded come againſt 
the Fortreſs, and the Lame take the Prey. Unleſs 
He ſuccour, unleſs He ſupport, what can Impotence 
itſelf expect, but to miſcarry in the Attempt, and 
be a laughing Stock to the Enemy: But I read (and 
this encourages me) © It is not by Might, nor by 
« Strength, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord.“ 

I did not know till your's informed me, that Mr, 
** was gone to his long, and I truſt to his happy 
Home. Oh that we, who ſurvive, may have our 
Affections fixed there, where our God and Saviour 
reſides, whither our Friends and Relations are re- 


moved. 
I wiſh 
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I wiſh you and your Wife much Joy in each 
other, but much more in Chriſt Jeſus. As the 
Bridegroom rejoiceth over the Bride, ſo may the 
Lord your God rejoice over you both. Let me beg 
of you to preſent my affectionate Salutations to 
good Mr. G=-—, Aſſure him, that my Silence did 
not proceed from any Indifference to his Friend- 
ſhip, or Diſeſteem for his Work; but I was much 
indiſpoſed. I had nothing to communicate, and to 
have written in ſuch Circumſtances, would have 
been burdenſome to me, and unſerviceable to him.— 
My reſpectful Compliments attend Mrs. O—, your 
Wife, and yourſelf, and I intreat your united 
Prayers for, * 


Dear Sir, 
your ſincere Friend, 
and Brother in Chriſt, 
Jamzs Hervey. 


P. S. The incloſed Collection of ſcriptural Pro- 
miſes, are a little Preſent which I make to my Peo- 
ple. They are intended to be paſted, one at the 
Beginning, the other at the End of religious Books. 
Perhaps ſome of your Friends may not diſdain this 
ſpiritual Noſegay, becauſe, though little, it is culled 
from the Garden of God. | 


L.ET'T Ea. 


Dear Sir, Wedneſday Morning. 
1 Was lately favoured at 7/:/ton with a Viſit from 

the Rev. Mr. Walker, of Truro, who is indeed a 
moſt excellent Man, much of a Gentleman, and 
ſeems well to deſerve the Character He bears: There 
is ſomething in him very engaging, yet very vene- 
rable,—During our Converſation, 1felt > Kind of 

Vo I. II. M reveren- 


lection of his Letters. : 


1162 .} 


reverential Awe on my Mind, blended with more 
than fraternal Affection. How old is he? By his 
Looks he appears to be paſt Forty. What a Re- 
proach is it to our Men in Power, nay to the Na- 
tion itſelf, that ſo valuable a Perſon ſhould at this 
Time of Life be no more than a Country Curate. 
—But He, good Man! diſregards the Things of 
this World. That Time, which too many of his 
Brethren ſpend, to the Diſgrace of their Function, 
in worldly Compliances, and hunting after Church 
Preferments, He employs as a faithful Labourer, in 
the Vineyard of Chriſt; and pays all due Obedience 
to the Apoſtles important Injunction * Redeem 
&« Time /''—How would ſome of the primitive Bi- 
ſhops have ſought after a Man of his exemplary 
Piety; and have given him every Mark of their real 
Eſteem. Sed tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur in 
illis. 

I am much pleaſed with the Account of the Re- 
ligious Society at Truro, of which Mr. Walter is 
the Founder, and preſent Director.— Tis an admi- 
Table Plan! I would have endeavoured (had my 
Health permitted my Attendance) to have formed 
one of the ſame Kind at Northampton. I heartily 
wiſh ſo uſeful an Inſtitution was more known, and 
well eſtabliſhed in all the principal Towns in this 
Kingdom; as I am perſuaded ſuch a Society muſt 
be productive of great Good, and in ſome Devies 
revive the drooping Intereſt of Chriſtianity, wherever 
it was prudently managed. We had in this Neigh- 
bourhood @ religious Aſſembly, of which I myſelf 
was +a Member, but no one could be admitted, 
who did not underſtand Greek, as the chief Deſign 


+ The Rules, and Orders of the Aſſembly here men- 
tioned, are inſerted in the Memoirs relating to Mr. 
Herwvey's Life, prefixed to the firſt Volume of this Col- 


af 
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of that Meeting was to improve each other in ſcyip- 
tural Knowledge ; and conſequently could be of lit- 
tle Uſe comparatively with Mr. Walker's Plan. 
I have lately read Mr. Warton's Edition of Vir- 
il, and much approve the printing the Latin on one 
Side, and his poetical Tranſlation on the other: He 
Is a clever Man, bur I think he might have enriched 
his Notes with many more Obſervations on the 
Beauties and maſterly Strokes of the Poet.—I 
would not for my own Part give a Straw for the 
moſt accurate Diſputations you a chronological or 
peographical Nicety; but I would applaud and 
thank the Critick who will aſſiſt me to fte the Art 
and Addreſs, to feel the Force and Fire, and to en- 
ter into the Spirit and Delicacy of ſuch an Author 
as Virgil. I am, dear Sir, 


with great Reſpect, 
your obliged and very humble Servant, 
J AMES HERVEV. 


7 WP | 


Rules R an Orders f a ; Religious Sockery, con- 
fiſting of two Claſſes, viz. 
Of Men; into which no Woman can be admit- 
ted. And 


Of married Men, their Wives, and * Women; 
into which no unmarried Man can be admitted. 


Zach Claſs meets every other Wick alternately. 
Rule I. 
As the ſole Deſign of this Society is to promote 


real Holineſs in in Heart and Life, every Mem- 
ber of it is to have this continually i in View, truſt- 


M 2 ing 


+ As the Plan and Proceedings of this Society, ſo 
much commended by Mr. Hervey, may probably be ex- 
tenſively 
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ing in the divine Power, and gracious Conduct of 
his Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
excite, advance, and perfect all Good in us, 


Rule II. 


That in order to the being of one Heart, and one 
Mind, and to prevent all Things, which gender 
Strifes; as well as to remove all Occaſion of Of- 
fence from being taken againſt this Society, no Per- 
ſon is to be admitted a Member, or allowed to conti- 
nue ſuch, who is Member of any other Meeting, or 
follows any other preaching than that of the eſta- 
bliſhed Miniſtry of the Church of England. — That 
none be Members but ſuch, as attend the Sacrament 
every Month, and that no Perſon be at any Time in- 
troduced except by Requeſt of the Director. 


Rule III. 


That no Perſon be admitted Member but upon 
the Recommendation of the Director, with the Con- 
ſent of the Majority of Members then preſent. —- 


And that the + Director be the Reverend Mr. 


WH alker. 


tenſively uſeful ; it is here printed from a private Copy 
by the particular Deſire of ſeveral of Mr. Hervey's 
Friends; and it is hoped the worthy Director and 
Members of the Society at Truro, will excuſe the Li- 
berty here taken without their Knowledge, when they 
conſider the good Efes, which may probably ariſe 
from this Publication. | | 

F This Society is very happy in having ſo accom- 
pliſhed a Perſon at their Head. — But where ſuch a one 
eannot be had, perhaps it would be prudent to elect a 
Director annually, whoſe Office might be continued 
more or leſs Number of Vears, as ſeemed beſt for the 


general Good. * 
1 Rule 
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Rule IV. 


That the Members of this Society meet together 
one Evening in a Week at a convenient Place, and 
that they go home at Nine o' Clock. — And that all 
Matters of Buſineſs be done before the Sentences 


begin. 
Rule V. 1 = 4 1 


That every Member give conſtant Attendance, 
and be preſent at the Hour of meeting preciſely.— 
And that whoever abſents himſelf four Meetings to- 

ether without giving a ſatisfactory Account to the 
PireQtor, which ſhall by him be communicated to 
the Society, ſhall be looked upon as diſaffected to 
the Society, | 


Rule „ 


That to prevent Confuſion, no Perſon be re- 
moved from this Society but by the Director, who 
ſhall be preſent on ſuch Occaſions.— That any Mem- 
ber do beforehand apply to the Director, in Caſe he. 
Judges ſuch Removal neceſſary, —That a diſorder- 
| jy + Carriage, or a proud, contentious, diſputing 

Temper, ( the greateſt Adverſary to Chriſtian Love 
and Peace) be ſufficient Ground for ſuch Com- 
plaint and Removal. WY 


+ By a diſorderly Carriage we mean, not only the 
groſs Commiſſion of ſcandalous Sins, but alſo what are 
eſteemed Matters of little Moment in the Eyes of the 
World ; ſuch as a light Uſe of the Words Lord, God, 
Jeſus, &c. in ordinary Converſation ; which we can- 
not but interpret as an Evidence of Want of God's 
Preſence in the Heart.— The doing zeedle/s Buſineſs on 
the Lord's Day.— The frequenting Ale-houſes or Ta- 
verns without zece/ary Buſineſs, "AF. 
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Rule VII. 
That all the Members, conſidering the ſad Con- 


ſequences of Vanity and Amuſements over the Na- 
tion, do in Charity to the Souls of others, as well 
as to avoid the Danger of ſuch Things themſelves, 
look upon themſelves as obliged to uſe peculiar Cau- 
tion, with reſpect to many of the uſual Amuſements, 
however innocent they may be, or be thought in 
themſelves; ſuch as Pods Dancings, Clubs for 
Entertainment, Playhouſes, Sports at Feſtivals and 
Pariſh-feaſts, and as much as may be Pariſh-feaſts 
themſelves—leaſt by joining herein they ſhould be a 
Hindrance to themſelves, or their Neighbours. 


Rule VIII. 


That with the Conſent of the Director, the ma- 
jor Part of the Society have Power to make a new 
Order when Need requires; but that the Propoſal 
for this Purpoſe be made by the Director. And 
that any Member may conſult the Director here- 
upon before the Day of meeting 


| Rule IX. | 


That Perſons diſpoſed to become Members of. 
this Society, muſt i be propoſed by the Director, 
in order that the Members of the Society may ob- 
ſerve their Conduct for the Space of three Months 
before Admittance, big ö 


Rule X. 
That every Member do conſider himſelf as pe- 


culiarly obliged to live in an inoffenſive and orderly 
Manner, to the Glory of God and the edifying his 
Neighbours, —That he ſtudy to advance in 3 
and others, Humility, Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
1 rr Chriſt, 


: 

: 
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Chriſt, Love to God, Goſpel Repentance, and new 
Obedience; wherein Chriſtian Edification conſiſts. 
—And that in all his Converſation hereupon, he 
ſticks cloſe to the plain and obvious Senſe of the holy 
Scriptures, carefully avoiding all Niceties and Re- 
finements upon them, 


Rule XI, 


That theſe Orders ſhall be read over at leaſt four 
Times in the Year by the Director; and that with 
ſuch Deliberation, that each Member may have 
Time to examine himſelf by them. | 


Rule XII. 


That the Members of this Society do meekly 
and humbly join together in the following Offices 
of Devotion, : 


The Office of Devotion uſed weekly at the Meet- 
ing of the Society, 

The Director ſhall read theſe Sentences, himſelf and 
every one ſtanding, 

OD is greatly to be feared in the Aſſemblies of 

his Saints, and to be had in Reverence by all 


that are round about him. Pſal. IXxxix. 7. 
God is a righteous Judge, /frong, and patient, and 


| God is proveked every Day. hal. vii. 12. 


God will bring "oy ork into Judgment with 
every ſecret Thing, whether it be good, or whether 

it be evil. Eccleſ. xii. 14. 
He that hideth his Sins ſhall not proſper, but he 
that confeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy. 
M 4 If 
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If any Man ſinneth, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the $750 and he is the 


Propitiation for our Sins. 1 Jh. ii. 1, 2. | 
O come let us worſhip, and fall down, and kneel 


before the Lord our Maker. P/al. xcv. 5, 6. 


Then ſhall be ſaid theſe three Collefts, all kneeling, 
« Prevent us, O Lord,” Sc. 


« Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy Scrip- 
« tures.” Cc. | 


« O God, for as much as without thee,” E&c, 


All ſeating themſelves, a Portion 0 Scripture ſhall be 
read. Then kneeling down, they ſhall join in this 


Confeſſion of Sin, SHORT 

& Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus | 
« Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge of all 
« Men,” &c, 


6& Our Father, which art,” ee. 


After which the Director alone ſhall ſay : 


cc Almighty and everlaſting God, who hateſt no- 
ce thing that thou haſt made, c. 


O moſt holy and bleſſed God! the Creator, Go- 
vernor, and Judge of all; who hateſt Falſehood and 
Hypocriſy, and wilt not accept the Prayer of feigned 
Lips; but haſt promiſed to ſhew Mercy to ſuch as 
turn unto thee by true Faith and Repentance ; 
vouchſafe, we pray thee, to create in us clean and 
| upright Hearts, through an unfeigned Faith in thy 

1 Son our Saviour. To us indeed belongeth Shame 
1 and Confuſion of Face; we are not worthy to lift 

up our Eyes or our Voice towards Heaven; our 
I Natures are depraved; and our Ways have been 
| 1 perverſe before thee, Oh let not thy Wrath riſe 

| | ahggainſt 


* * 
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againſt us, leſt we be conſumed in a Moment, but 
let thy merciful Bowels yearn over us, and vouch- 
ſafe to purify and pardon us through thine all-ſuffi- 
cient Grace and Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
ſince it hath pleaſed thee to offer him up as a Sacri- 
fice for Sinners, vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, to 
cleanſe us from all —_— through his Blood. We. 
believe, that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt thoſe, 
that come unto thee by Him, and we do earneſtly 
deſire to embrace Him as our Prince and Saviour; 
Oh give us Repentance and Remiſſion of Sin thro? 
his Name: All we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray, 
every one in his own Way; good Lord, reduce us 
into thy Fold through this great Shepherd of Souls, 
and be pleaſed to lay on Him the Iniquity of us all. 
And as we have much to be forgiven, be pleaſed to 

incline our Hearts to love thee much, who for- 
giveſt Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. Give us 
that Faith, that worketh by Love; and ſuch Love 
as will conſtrain us to have regard to all thy Com- 
mandments. And make us to look carefully to all 
our Mays, that we may never again do any Thing, 
whereby thy holy Name may be blaſphemed, or 
thine Authority deſpiſed. 

Give us the deepeſt Humility, without which we 
can never be accepted of thee, our infinitely con- 
deſcending God. Make us continually to tread in 
the Steps of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; being of a meek and quiet Spirit, always 
influenced by the higheſt Love of thee, our God, 
_ by the moſt charitable Diſpoſition towards all 

en. 

Vouchſafe to endue us with the ſaving Knowledge 
of ſpiritual Things, that we may receive all thy 
Truths in the Love of them, in all Patience, Pu- 
rity, Juſtice, Temperance, Godlineſs, and brotherly 
Kindneſs; that we may adorn our holy Profeſſion 
and reſemble the divine Goodneſs of thee our 2 

venly 


7 1 
venly Father. —And ſince we are not only weak 
and frail, but corrupt and ſinful, vouchſafe, O Lord, 
to keep us by the Power of thy Holy Spirit that we 
fall not from our avowed Stedfaſtneſs in all Chriſ- 
tian Duty, Preſerve us from all the Sin, and Va- 
nity to which our Age, Condition, and Nature are 
prone; and to which the Devil, and this World 
may at any Time tempt us. 
lorify, good God, thy Strength in our Weak- 
neſs, thy Grace in our Pollution, and thy Mercy in 
our Salvation. May our holy Religion be grounded 
and ſettled in our Hearts, that out of the good 
Treaſure of a gracious Heart, our Speech may be 
ſavoury, and our Converſation exemplary; that we 
may be fruitful in all good Works, even to our old 
Age, and to our laſt Day. 1 
it us, we pray thee, for every State of Life, into 

which thy Providence ſhall caſt us; proſper our 
lawful Undertakings ; preſerve us Night and Day, 
and prepare us for an hopeful Death and a bleſſed 
Eternity. 

Be n we beſeech thee, to 5% all thoſe So- 
cieties, who in truth apply their Hearts to thy Ser- 
vice and Glory; We pray thee be pleaſed to ſtrength- 
en, eſtabliſh, and ſettle both zhem, and ws, in thy 
holy Faith, Fear, and Love. Let nothing in this 
World diſcourage us from the Purſuit of thoſe holy 
Purpoſes, which thy Spirit hath at any Time put 
into our Hearts, and Minds; but make us all faith- 
ful to hee our avowed God, and defired Portion, 
even unto Death; that we at leaſt (with thy whole 
Church) may be Partakers of that eternal Life and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt promiſed through Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy only begotten Son, our Mediator and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

« Almighty and ever living God, who by thy holy 
c Apoſtle, haſt taught us to make Prayers,” &c. 


Thea 
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Then all landing up, a Pſalm ſhall be ſung and + @ 


Sermon read, or a _—_ given tk — c 
rayer uſed as 


er which fome ſuitable 
all judge fit. | 
Then all flanding up, this Exhortation to Humility 
te FOR 71 be road, | 
My Brethren, fince the great God has often aſ- 
ſured us in his holy Word, “that he will reſiſt the 
&« Proud, and give Grace unto the Humble. Jam. 
« iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5.” Let us conſider, that all 
our Undertakings, though never ſo good, will fail 


.and come to Nought, unleſs we be truly and deeply 


humble. Luke xiv. 11. Indeed it cannot be other- 
wiſe ; becauſe the proud Perſon quits his Reliance 
on God to reſt in himſelf; which is to exchange a 
Rock for a Reed. 

Alas | What are we, poor empty Nothings ! Gen. 


xxxii. 10. Yea, what is worſe, we are condemned 


periſhing Sinners ! we have perhaps Underſtanding 
now; but God can ſoon turn it into Madneſs, 
Dan. iv. 42. We may have ſome Attainments in 
Grace, but ſpiritual Pride will wither all, and ſoon 
reduce us to a very profligate and wretched Eſtate, 
Iſa. Ixvi. 2. ſuch as we have ſeen others fall into, 
who have begun in the Spirit, and ended in the 
Fleſh ! What have we, that we have not received? 
I Cor. iv. 7. And even that, He who gave it may 
as ſoon take away. 

| Ye, who are young in Years, and younger in 
Grace, 1 Tim. ili. 6.) are in Danger of Self-con- 
ceit, and of being puffed up; which is a Quick- 
ſand, in which Thouſands have been ſwallowed up, 
and periſhed. It is not in vain, that the Apoſtle 
requires © That young Men be exhorted to be ſober 


© minded >> Tit. Ii. 6. Prov, xvi. 18. which He elſe- 


+ The Director, when abroad, or indiſpoſed, is to 
appoint what Sermon ſhall be read, and by whom. 


3 where 


mm — — — 


Ea Wo; 


where explains, when he ſays; © Let no Man think 
« of himſelf. more highly than he ought 10 think ; 
„ but to think /oberly.” Rom. xii. 3. 1/a. xiv, 
12, 1%. g : 

By Pride the Angels fell from Heaven; (1 Tim. 
iii. 6.) and if ever we climb up to thoſe bleſſed 
Seats, from which they are fallen, it muſt be by the 
gracious Steps of Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind. 
( Luke xviii. 14.) < Wherefore let Him, that thinketh 


e“ he ſtandeth, take Heed leſt he fall.” (1 Cor. x. 


12.) „Let us walk humbly with our God,” and 
ever have /owly Thoughts of our vile Selves, (Rom, 


xi. 20.) of our poor Attainments, and of our de- 


fective Performances: and with St. Paul (who was 


Nothing behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles) let us al- 


ways ſay, I am Nothing. (2 Cor. xii. 11.) 


Let us therefore now ſing to the Praiſe and Glory 
of God, to whom alone Praiſe is due. | 


4 Pſaim being ſung, the Director ſpall ſay 
« It is very meet, and right,” c. 


All hall join. 


Ee. 


The Director alone. 


« May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
Sc. Amen; 


Conſiderations 


c Therefore with Angels and Arch-angels,” | 
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Conſiderations laid before the Members of the Society | 3 
eing the Subſtance of the firſt Charge, or Ex borta- 
tion, ſpoke at its Opening by the Director. 


BRETHREN, \ 
Y OU expect, that I lay before you the De/ign of 
this Society, and give you ſome Cautions con- 
cerning it. The Deſign is threefold, 1. To glo- 
rify God. 2. To be quickened and confirmed our- 
ſelves. 3. To render us more uſeful among our 


Neighbours. 


1. ED 
As a Society, we ſhall be better able to 2 


God; for hereby we bear a more evident Teſti- 
mony to the Cauſe of Chriſt, and make a more 
avowed Confeſſion of Him, and his Words in theſe 
evil Days, than we could do when ſeparate. 

Every one of you deſires, that the Kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt were more eſtabliſned, and more ho- 
nourable in the World than it zs; and you join 

our Hand with others to promote ſo deſireable an 

_ Way | 


Take theſe Cautions for this Purpoſe : 
1ſt, Look upon yourſelf as one aſſociated with 


others in Vindication of your Maſter's Honour. 

2. Never be aſhamed of Him, or his Doctrine, 
or of this Society. 

3. Demean yourſelf to every one as his Diſciple, 
by walking in Humility, Meekneſs, heavenly Mind- 
edneſs, Charity after Chriſt's Example. 

4. Keep yourſelf heedfully from all Things, which 
may diſgrace your Maſter, and this Society; ſuch as 
Pride in a Conceit of your Knowledge or Attain- 
ments, or that you are a Member of this Society ; 
—yvaluing yourſelf upon any Diſtinction in Station 

or 
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or Wealth ;—ſinking into a worldly Frame ;—ar 
declining into Sloth and Idleneſs ;—praQtiſing the 
leaſt Diſhoneſty, or conniving at the Diſhoneſty of 
others; — making Compliances to avoid Shame, or 
promote worldly Intereſt ;—falling into Lukewarm- 
neſs, and forgetting your firſt Love ;—ſlighting pub- 
lick Ordinances. | 

5. Often (eſpecially before, and after great Trials) 
reflect, that you belong to a religious Society for pro- 
moting the Glory of Chriſt. 


II. 


The ſecond Deſign of this Society is to be quick- 
ened, and confirmed Ourſelves : For hereby we ſhall 
be better able to maintain the War againſt our Ene- 
mies, (eſpecially the World) and to grow in Grace; 
ſeeing by this Aſſociation we have the holy Spirit 
to bleſs our Exerciſes ;—ſhall have the Benefit of 
mutual Advice + and Reproof ;—ſhall be more hardy 
to oppoſe the Temptations beſetting us in this 
wicked World ;—ſhall walk under a peculiar Re- 
ſtraint, as being Members of a religious Society; — 
and ſhall be aſſiſted by the Prayers as of one ano- 
ther, ſo of all good Men in the whole Chriſtian 
Church. To this End: 

1. Watch over one another in Love, 

2. Be willing to hear of your Faults, and of the 
Fears and Suſpicions of theſe your Friends concerns 
ing you. | 

3. Be watchful againſt any Diſguſt to one ano» 
ther; and if any ariſes in you without Delay tell 
the Party; and if that avail not, tell the Director. 


F There is a moſt uſeful little Piece for theſe Pur- 
poſes (Price Two-pence, or 125. per Hundred) printed 
for Dilly, in the Poultry, and intitled, Regulations and 
Helps for promoting Religious Converſation among Chri/- 
tiaps.,—vSee Dr. Lacas on the Influence of Converſation. 
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4. Deſire the Prayers one of another, and pray 


for one another. 
5. Be ſure you reſt not on your being a Member 


of this Society; — ſeeking continually to caſt off all 
Self-Dependence. | * 
6. Watch the leaſt Decay of Love to Chriſt, or 
Zeal for his Honour, and the Good of Souls. 
7. Confirm continually upon your Heart the Ob- 
ligations you lie under as a Member of a religious 


Society. 
III. 1 


The Third Deſign of this Society is to render us 
more uſeful among our Neighbours, —Hereby we are 
more obſervable—People will not be ſo eaſily quiet 
in their Sins.—Good Examples carry a brighter 
and more convincing Light confounding the Works 
of Darkneſs, Lo this End: | . 

1. Be careful to ſet a Chriſtian Example before 
the World. 

2. Think not to gain any by making Compli- 
ances. | 

. Diſcountenance all ſuch Things as you ſee 
prejudicial to others, ſuch as Taverns, Alehouſes, 
Gaming, and many Sports, which are deſtructive to 

ouls. | | 

4. Shew all Love to Men's Souls and Bodies. 

5. Avoid all Diſputings, which proceed from 
Pride, and nurſe Contention and Variance. 

6. Don't be angry with thoſe, who blame this 
_— but meekly and filently bear with them. 

7. Don't in your Heart deſpiſe others, becauſe 
they are not Members of this Society; 

8. Nor ſhew any Yaluing of yourſelves becauſe 

u are. Never ſpeak of yourſelf as a Member, un- 
leſs with a View of doing others Good. | 


MOTIVES: 
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1. Real Diſciples do more than nominal Pro- 


feſſors. 
2. The holy Spirit will ſtrengthen, and comfort 


ou. 
J 3. You will have the Bleſſing of a quiet Con- 


ſcience. 
4. You are engaged in the moſt honourable 


Service. 
5. You will promote the Intereſt of your Maſ- 


ter. 
6. He will acknowledge your Labours in the Day 
of his Appearing. . 

| Amen. So be it. 


N. B. Whereas too many People are apt to miſ- 
repreſent every Religious Society as a methodiſtical 
Meeting; it was judged neceſſary to inſert the fol- 
lowing Extract from the celebrated Mr. Dodd's late 
Sermon. The Cry of Methodiſim is frequently 
<« raiſed by ſuch, as are totally ignorant of the Va- 
<« ture of the Accuſation; and many are ſtigma- 
« tized with the Name, who are perfectly innocent 
ce of the Thing. The Obſervations I have made 
e may poſſibly ſerve to ſettle the Point in ſome De- 
„ gree, or at leaſt to {top the "Tongues of thoſe, 
* who very unjuſtly caſt the Aſperſion, where there 
c is not the leaſt Cauſe: And it deſerves, perhaps, 
to be conſidered by all ſerious and ſincere Pro- 
<« teſtants, whether the Affixing the Charge of Me- 
« thediſm, &c. &c. indiſcriminately upon Men of 
© unblameable Lives, and irreproachable Converſa- 
* tion, may not tend greatly to prejudice our holy 
4 Faith in general, and to bring a Reproach upon 
1 e ztſelf through the pretended Offence 
% of Methodiſm: This may be a Triumph to the 


* Deift, and Papiſt equally pleaſing.— And if /, 


% can 


| . 

& can we be too accurate in our Diſtinctions, or 
ce too cautious in our Imputations ?—remembering, 
cc that, while we confound CY and Me- 
„ thodiſm, we are doing Diſcredit to Chriſtianity, 
cc jn the ſame Proportion as we are giving Weight 
« and Dignity to Methodiſm. See Mr. Dodd's 
excellent Sermon intitled Unity recommended, preached 
before the religious Societies in and about London, 
at theif annual Meeting in the Pariſh Church of St. 
Mary-le- Bow on Eaſter Monday 1759; to which is 
added, an Appendix giving an Account of the ori- 
ginal Deſigns general Rules, and preſent State of the 
religious Societies. A farther Account of which 
may be ſeen in alittle Piece wrote in Queen Anne's 
Time by the” Reverend Dr. Jeſiab Woodward, in- 
titled, An Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the re- 
ligious Societies in and about London, and of their En- 
dedvours for the Reformation of Manners—T he ſixth 
Edition, In this little Tract the moſt conſiderable 
- = againſt religious Societies are fully an- 
wered. | 


LETTER LXII. 


My dear Friend, W:fton-Favell, Monday Morn. 
AM much obliged to you for your generous Do- 
nation of thirty Shillings to purchaſe five Hun- 
dred of An Earneſt Invitation to the Friends of the 
EJtabliſhed Church, Ec. I have put the Money 
into 


1 An earneſt Invitation to the Friends of the eſta - 
bliſhed Church, to join with ſeveral of their Brethren, 
Clergy and Laity, in ſetting apart one Hour in the 
Sunday of every Week for Prayer and Supplication, 
eſpecially during the preſent troubleſame Times. Price 
one Penny, or ſix Shillings per Hundred. Sold by 
Withers near the Temple Gate.—This Pamphlet is wrote 

Vo r. II. N with 
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into the Hands of one, who loves our Lord Jeſus 
in Sincerity ; and who will take care that the Pamph- 
let is properly diſperſed according to our Deſires. — 
*Tis an excellent Deſign :—I daily beg of God to 
15 1 for what He vouchſafes to bleſs, will be bleſt 
indeed. | 

Incloſed I ſend you a Form of Prayer founded on 
the Plan laid down in the Farneft Invitation, &c.— 
*T was tranſmitted to me laſt Night by a very pious 
Clergyman, who, I believe, was Himſelf the Author 
of it. You may get one of your Sons to tranſcribe 
it, if you have not Leiſure enough to do it yourſelf; 
and permit ſuch ſerious Perſons to take Copies, as 
you think will make a proper Uſe of it. 

I with you that Promiſe for your Counſellor, which 
we read this Morning at Breakfaſt in 1/aiah (Chap- 
ter ]viii. 11.) The Lord ſhall guide thee conti- 
„ fually.” | 


I am, my dear Friend, 


ever your's, while 


JAMES HERVE. 


with great Spirit, and a very good Intention. It well 
deſerwes the moſt ſerious Conffideration of the Commu- 
nity; and their hearty Concurrence in ſo laudable and 
uſeful a Deſign, may very reaſonably be expected. Let 
us reflect, that our heavenly Father, high and mighty, 
who from his Throne looks down on all the Dwellers 
on Earth, and ſees what Multitudes in the different 
Parts of this Kingdom, are at that Hour fervently 
praying to him in ſecret ; and all united too in the 
ſame Requeſts, cannot but be plza/ed with ſuch a Pro- 
ſpe& ; and may probably for their Sakes avert the im- 
pending Calamities, which are too juſtly deſerved by 
ſo irreligibus and diſſolute a Nation, See Gene/is 
xviii. 32. 
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A ſolemn A of Confeſſion, and Interceſſion ſuited to 
the Plan of thoſe London Clergy, and other Friends 
to the eftabliſhed Church, as ſpecified in The Earneſt 
Invitation, &c. requeſting. all the well diſpoſed 
Chriſtians ( Laity, as well as Glergy,) throughout 
this Nation to join with them in a- ſolemn Act of 
Humiliation for one Hour every Sunday Evening, 
viz. from eight of the Glock till nine, on Account f 
their own Sins, and the Sins 2 this Nation ; eſþe- 
cially during theſe calamitous Times; viz. in 1757. 


1. O Bleſſed Lord, let the Words of my Mouth, 
and the Meditation of my Heart, be at this 
Time acceptable in thy Sight as the Incenſe, and 
let this now lifting up of my Hands be a ſweet 
ſmelling Sacrifice Lord hear my Prayer, and let 
my Cry come unto thee. | 
Moſt great and glorious God! juſt and terrible 
in thy Judgments to all obſtinate and rebellious 
Sinners, but of infinite Mercy to ſuch as with true 
Sorrow and hearty Repentance turn unto thee ; look 
down, I beſeech thee, with Mercy and Compaſſion 
upon me, now preſenting myſelf before thee ; own- 
ing that I am not worthy ſo much as to lift up m 
Eyes to the Throne of thy glorious Majeſty ! 0 
Lord, my Sins are ſo many and fo great, that it is 
owing to thy Mercy alone, that I have not been 
long * conſumed, but yet have another Oppor- 
tunĩty of humbling myſelf before thee, and begging 
Mercy for my own Soul, who have fo grievouſſy 
ſinned againſt thee: I confeſs, O Lord, what thou 
knoweſt already, but J confeſs it to manifeſt th 
Juſtice, and to glorify thy Merch, which has ſpared 
me ſo long. I confeſs and acknowledge, O Lord, 
that I brought a depraved and ſinful Nature into 
the World with me, from whence all my actual 
Sins have flowed, and proceeded as impure Streams 
from a polluted Fountain: Bleſſed God, I Beſeech 
N 2 C thee, 
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thee, for thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, to humble 
me; and that greatly for this my original Corrup- 
tion! Lord let me ſee it in the ſtrongeſt Light, and 
never give me Reſt and Peace, till from my Soul 
I cry out for, and rely upon the unſinning Obedience 
of my dear Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, and the Aſiſtance 
of the Spirit for Deliverance from it; and grant, 
that this precious Balm may be my Cure, and re- 
ſtore me again to the Image of my God 
O Lord I have ſinned againft thee by wilful and 
> actual Sins, I have left undone thoſe Things which 
I ought to have done, and have done thoſe Things 
which I ought not to have done! particularly—by 
ſuch—and ſuch—a Sin. | 


A. tis taken for granted, that every one, who uſes this 
Prayer, has firſt of all firiftly examined himſelf, 
and wrote down all the notorious Sins, both of Com- 
miſſion and Omiſſion, of which He could recollect, 
that he had been guilty during the whole Courſe of 
his Life, it would here be 1 for him to read 
over that Catalogue of his Offences very deliberate- 


ly, that he may be deeply humbled, and truly peni- 
tent, 


Leſſed God, I can give but a wretched Account 
of myſelf. -I cannot remember the ten thou- 
ſandth Part of my Offences, Lord fave, or I pe- 
1 riſh; my Crimes are intolerable and ſhameful ; and 
= my Omiſſions as well as my Commiſſions are innu- 
merable: Oh! what ſhall I ſay unto thee, or what 
1 ſhall I 4% /—Oh! Thou Preſerver of Men! I am 
|: ſo vile, that I cannot expreſs it; ſo finful, that I am 
i hateful to myſelf, and much more abominable muſt I 
| needs be in thy Sight! I 
1 Oh! I have ſinned, I have ſinned! my Sins are 
| rown ſhameful and aggravated to Amazement | 
Lord! I can ſay no more, I am aſhamed, I am con- 
| founded in thy Preſence ! 1 
But 
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But yet, O God, thou art the Healer of our 

Breaches, and the Lifter 7 of our Head; and I muſt 
not, I dare not deſpair. Thou haſt opened a Foun- 
tain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; and therefore I 
am ſure, thou delighteſt not in the Death of a Sin- 
ner] and though my Sins are great and numberleſs, 
as the Sand which 1s upon the Sea-ſhore, yet the 
are infinitely leſs than thy Mercies, which thou ha 
revealed to all penitent and returning Sinners in 
Jeſus Chriſt ! 
For hrs Sake therefore be pleaſed to look down 
iato the Duſt, and lift up a poor helpleſs Sinner 
from the Dunghill! for Chriſt's ſake let me not periſh . 
in my Folly, nor be conſumed in thy heavy Diſ- 
pleaſure ! For Chriſt's ſake give me Time, and Space 
to repent, and give me alſo Power to do it by the 
Aſſiſtance of thy bleſſed Spirit 

Support me with an holy Hope; confirm me 
with an operative and lively Faith; and kindle a 
bright and burning Charity in my Soul; give me 
Patience in ſuffering, and Severity in judging, and 
in condemning my Sins! that judging my/eff, I may 
not be condemned of Thee; that, mourning for my 
Sins, I may rejoice in thy Pardon; that deſtroying 
my Sins, _ live in Righteouſneſs ; that denying 
my own Will, I may always endeavour to perform 
thine; and that by the Aſſiſtance of thy bleſſed Spi- 
rit, I may overcome all carnal, and ſpiritual Wick- 
edneſs, May I walk in thy Light! may I delight 
in thy Service! may I perfect my Obedience; be 
wholly delivered as well from the Power of Sin, as 
Puniſhment of it ; and ſo be for ever preſerved from 
thy Wrath; and at laſt paſs on from a certain Ex- 
peRation to an actual Enjoyment of the Glories of 
thy Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, Amen. 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confeſſing my 
own Sins, and humbling my Soul before thee as a 
| N 3 | private 
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private and particular Perſon, I think myſelf bound 
in Humility and Duty, after the Example of thy 
Servant Daniel, to look upon myſelf in a il farther 
ſinful Light, viz, as an Inhabitant of a profligate 
and rebellious Nation; and fo, like Daniel alſo, to 
confeſs the Sins of my People! May I feel the Con- 
cern of the Pſalmi/t, when he exclaimed, “Rivers 
« of Tears run down mine Eyes, becauſe Men 
<« keep not thy Law; (Pal. cxix, 130.) and oh! 
that ny Supplications, and the Supplications of all 
thoſe, who, at this appointed Hour, have agreed ſo- 
lemnly to ſeek thy Face, and to confeis their own 
Sins, and the Sins of the People of this Land; oh 
that they may meet with the ſame gracious Accept- 
ance with thee, as Daniel did! oh that the Com- 
mandment may come forth at the Beginning of our 
Supplication, “to make an End of our Sins, and 
« to make Reconciliation for our Iniquities, that 
& thou mayeſt once more be our God, and we be 
« thy People] | 
Let thy merciful Ears, O God, therefore be open 
unto our Prayers, and ſpare all thoſe, who confeſs 
their Sins unto thee | that they, whoſe Conſciences 
by Sin are accuſed, by thy merciful Pardon may be 
abſolved, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! | 
O Lord, the great and faithful God, keeping 
Covenant and Mercy with them, that love him, and 
keep his Commandments, (Deut. vii. q.) we have 
ſinned, O Lord, we have committed Iniquity, and 
have done wicked]y, and have rebelled by departing 
from thy Precepts and from thy Judgments, neither 
have we hearkened unto thy Servants the Prophets, 
nor to thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, nor to his Apoſtles, 
who in thy holy Word have ſpoken unto our Fa- 
thers, and the People of the Land! | 
O Lord, Righteouſneſs belongeth unto Thee, but 
unto «s Confulion of Face as at this Day, to our 
Kings, to our Princes, to our Fathers, ney | to Our- 
ſelves; 
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ſelves; becauſe of the Treſpaſſes which we have 
treſpaſſed againſt thee ; yea, we have all as gne Man 
tranſgreſſed againſt thee, by departing from thee, 
and not obeying thy Voice! therefore the Curſe is 

ured out upon us, and thou haſt confirmed the 
Word, which thou haſt ſpoke againſt us! Thou 
haſt brought upon us many and ſore Evil, yet made 
we not our Prayer before thee, that we might turn 
from our Iniquity, and under/tand thy Truth. 

But, bleſſed Lord, to thee belong Mercies and 
Forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt thee ; 
O Lord, we Lara. our Wickedneſs and are ſorry 
for our Sins; we beſeech thee therefore according 
to all thy Righteouſneſs and thy gracious Promiſes, 
and for the Sake of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, let 
thine Anger and thy Fury be turned away from us ! 
Bow down thine Far, O Lord, and hear; open 
thine Eyes, O Lord, and ſee, and behold our Mi- 
ſeries and our Deſolation! for we do not preſent 
our Supplications before thee, truſting in our own 
Righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and great Mer- 
cies, and in the Truth, which thou haſt ſhewed of 
old Time to us thy Servants, but thou art the ſame, 
whoſe Property is always to have Mercy; have 
Mercy upon us, therefore have Mercy upon us, 
moſt merciful Father, for thy dear Son our Lord 
Jeſus Cnriſt's ſake, forgive us all that is paſt, and 
grant that we may ever hereafter ſerve thee in New- 
neſs of Life to the Honour and Glory of thy Name! 
and let the Conſideration of our Sinfulneſs and Un- 
| worthineſs, and of thy manifold Warnings to us, 
and long Sufferings towards us, increaſe in us true 
Repentance, that Iniquity may not be our Deſtruc- 
tion! and increaſe in us alſo more and more a live- 
ly Faith and Love, fruitful in all holy Obedience, 
that thou mayeſt ſtill continue thy Favour, together 
with the Light of thy nw to us, and our Poſte- 
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rity! and this we beg for thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 

3. And now I have here confeſſed to thee, my 
own Sins, and the Sins of the _— I defire far- 
ther to offer up my Prayers in Behalf of all Man- 
Rind, that both Few and Gentile may believe in, and 
glorify thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom thou haſt ſent! Protect and profper thy holy 
Catholick Church, preſerve it pure in Doctrine and 
Worſhip, root out of it whatever is a Scandal to 
thy moſt holy Religion; unite its Profeſſors and en- 
large its Borders; eſpecially bleſs that Part of it in 
theſe Nations, to which I belong; and as in thine 
infinite Mercy, thou haſt been pleaſed to vouchſafe 
us abundant Illumination of thy Goſpel, be pleaſed 
to grant, that by our Sins, we may not extinguiſh 
the Light of it. 5 8 

Inflame the Miniſters and Stewards of thy Myſ- 
teries with a lively and burning Zeal for the Con- 
verſion of Souls. Impreſs it deeply upon them ; 
that, „ Curſed is he, who doth the Work of the 
Lord deceitfully ;'”*—and be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
aſſiſt them with thy bleſſed Spirit, and to direct them 
to the Uſe of ſuch Means as may be effectual to bring 


about, and accompliſh that defirable and happy 


Bas 

Be pleaſed likewiſe to bleſs all thoſe our diſſenting 
Brethren of what Denomination ſoever they be, who 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity ! Reconcile 
our Hearts to them and theirs to us! Grant, that 
there may be an End of thoſe Animoſities, and bit- 
ter Diſputes, which have ſo long and ſo ſadly diſ- 
turbed the Peace, and hindered the Union of Pro- 
teftants | and grant alſo that there may be only this 
one holy Contention between us, whether the Mi- 
nifters out of the eſtabliſhed Church, or they, who 
are in it, ſhall labour mf? for the Glory of our 
common Maſter, and for the Salvation of _ 
| Ec a „ Douls 


[ 185 J 


Souls committed to their Care, and for whom he 
ſhed his Blood. = 

Bleſs likewiſe our Sovereign Lord King George 
and all his royal Family]! Make them pure and holy 
in their Lives! raiſe up an active and vigorous Spi- 
rit in their Hearts, for the Puniſhment and rooting 
out of Wickedneſs and Vice, and for the En- 
couragement and Maintenance of true Religion 
among us. 

And be pleaſed, O Lord, to give the Spirit of 
Wiſdom to all his Counſellors, and to the Magiſ- 
trates of all Ranks through the Nation, that they 
may be enabled faithfully to diſcharge that great 
Truft, which is repoſed in them, to thy Honour, and 
to the Benefit and Advantage of his Majeſty and 
the Nation | 
| Be pleaſed likewiſe to go forth with our Fleets 
and Armies ! bleſs all their Endeavours againſt our 
Enemies, and give them_Succeſs in the Day of 
—_— | 
Have Mercy upon all the afii#:d Members of 
thy Church, whether in Mind, Body, or Eftate ! 
Pity their Condition, O Lord, pity it, and lay no 
more upon them, than they are able to bear, but 

ive them Deliyerance in thy good appointed Time, 
if it be thy blefſed Will! Have Compaſſion upon 
all, who are in Error, but fincerely ſeek the Truth! 
on all, who are engaged in finful Courſes, and led 
captive by their Luſts, that they may have Grace 
and Strength to break their Bonds, and on all thoſe 
who never pray for themſelves: Open their Eyes, O 
Lord, and melt their ſtony Hearts; awaken them, 
though it be even with Thunder, to a ſenſible Feel- 
ing of their ſad Condition, and for thy Mercy's 
ſake ſuffer them no longer to fit in Darkneſs and in 
the Shadow of Death: May they ſee, before it be 
too late, the Danger and Madneſs of thus living 
without God in the World, | 
4. Finally, 
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4. Finally, O Lord, I deſire to return thee my 
unteigned Praiſes, and Thankſgivings, for the mani- 
fold Expreſſions of thy Goodneſs and loving Kind- 
neſs to me, and to all Mankind! I bleſs thee for 
my Creation, Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings of 
this Life, and for all the Helps and Advantages, 
which thou haſt vouchſafed me for the obtaining a 
better; but above all for thy aſtoniſhing Love to 
Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt, for all that He hath done 
and ſuffered for us, and n to do for us 
by his powerful Interceſſion at thy right Hand! 
humbly 1 thee, that I thy Servant, toge- 
ther with all thoſe who have lived and died in, the 
Faith of his holy Name, may follow the Example 
of his heavenly Life, that "a with them I may be 
made a Partaker of the Merits of his Obedience and 
Death, in a joyful Reſurrection to everlaſting Life ! - 

All theſe Confeſſions, Prayers, Supplications, In- 
terceſſions, and Thankſgivings, I humbly put up to 
the Throne of Grace, in the Name and Words of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who in Com- 
paſſion to our Infirmities hath taught us thus to 
pray. Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

N. B. The above Prayer may be enlarged and 
improved as Time and Occaſion ſhall offer; and it 
may not be improper to remind every Chriſtian, that 
the firſt Time he makes uſe of it, He ought to ſet 
apart at leaſt Half an Hour for Self-examination, and 
writing down the Sins of which he finds himſelf 
guilty.— The following Sundays he will reconyider 
whai he has written, and thereby form a Judgment 
what is his Progreſs in, or Deviation from, the 
Path, which leads to Heaven. —After having ſpent 


ſome Sunday Evenings in this devout Exercife, He 


ſhould be upon his Guard leſt he be tempted to leave 
it off, —Oh may He never be tired of ſuch a good 
Work: The more he prays, the more he will have 

| I | Strength 
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Strength to perſevere. *Tis humbly hoped that all, who 
read this, will immediately purchaſe the Zarneft In- 
vitation, &c. the Price of which, as has before been 
obſerved, is no more than a Penny ;—and then, 
after having weighed it with' the Attention that a 
Matter of this — deſerves, they will (to 
uſe the Author's own Words) “ judge whether it 
<« be not a ſeaſonable, and a ſafe Meaſure, which we 
c would perſuade you o tate; and you will take it 
de if you are indeed a Friend to our preſent happy 
« Eftabliſhment in Church, and State. Vour Lous 
& for them will put you upon doing every Thing, 
& that lays in your Power to ſerve them; and here 
« you have a fair Opportunity, of which if you 
cc make uſe, it cannot but do you Service, and may 
ce be a Blefling to them.—Pray for them at the ap- 
« pointed Hour: (namely from eight to nine every 
& Sunday Evening. )—Determine through God's 
& Afſi/tance, that Nothing ſhall hinder you from 
& joining us.—Break through all Engagements, all 
be ——— meet at the Throne of Grace, the 
« Lord's People. Conſider that God knoweth 
6 his /ecret ones, and will reward them openly. ]-— 
4 And moreover for your Encouragement remem- 
6 ber, that He, who fitteth upon the Throne, is 
cc the GOD WHO HEARETH PRAYER, and who 
has invited you 9 I. 15.) to call upon him 
* in the Day of Trouble; ſo will J hear thee, ſays 
„He, and thou ſhalt praiſe me.” — What a com- 
fortable Promiſe is here to animate every one to 
make Part of this praying Congregation ! 


LETTER LXIL 


Dear Sir, Tueſday Morning. 
I Should think my Friendſhip very weak, and quite 
unfledged, if J could be offended with the Free- 


dom, for which you apologize. "Thoſe who were 
: ancient 
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anciently united in the Bonds of Chriſtian Friend- 
ſhip, had this generous Sentiment for their Motto, 
—Amicorum + omnia communia, præter Uxores. 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young Gentle- 
man's Recovery; a Pledge, I truſt, of his eminent 
Proficiency, and extenſive Uſefulneſs, in the Goſpel 
Cauſe. | 

I acquieſce entirely in Dr. C**'s Reaſons; per- 
haps, if there was much of the pure evangelical Pe- 
culiarity in the recommendatory Verſes, it might be 
a forbidding Circumſtance to ſome Readers. 

Mr. **# is very obliging ; his Cautions are very 
friendly. I will not ſpeak fo plainly to Mr. W. as 
to Him. I wiſh, if it be God's gracious Will, 
that your little 'T reatiſe may be, like Dr. Doddridge's 
Works, acceptable to every Reader. You ſee by 
the Expreſſions I have taken the Liberty to under- 
line, that Mr. * fees the great Truths of Chriſ- 
tianity inverted, juſt as we ſee Objects in a concave 
Speculum. "The good Works, according to his 
Scheme, are the recommending Cauſe, and the 3le/- 
fed Redeemer is only, like the Maſter of the Cere- 
monies, merely to introduce them with a good Grace. 
No, we have not fo learned Chriſt: He is our 
| Righteouſneſs, as well as our Sanctification. We 
1 are accepted in the Beloved: * In him ſhall all the 
41 Seed of [jrael be juſtified, and in Him ſhall the 


11. c glory.” This is the epidemical Miſtake ; but 

11 hope God will ſend out his Light and his Truth, 
14 and regify our Miſapprehenſions. I dare ſay, that 
1 amiable and accompliſhed Gentleman, that exem- 
(49 plary and ſhining Chriſtian, that very zealous and 
i144 fucceſsful Preacher, Mr. 1 — will be highly 
. pleaſed to receive the Preſent of your little Trea- 
—1 4 tiſe: His good Heart will exult to ſee your open 


— 
R 


1 I + Friends have every Thing in common except the ir 
| 4 Wives. . b 


Acknowledge- 
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Acknowledgment of the Saviour, whom Hie fo 
dearly loves,—l hope to ſce you, or hear from you, 
before you take your Journey; and am, with in- 
creaſing Eſteem and Affection, * 


moſt cordially your's, 
J. HERVEx. 


LETTER LMV. 


Dear Siſter, N 
1 Hope this will find my Father better: I heartily 
wiſh and daily pray, that the God of everlaſting 
Compaſſions may comfort him under his Sorrows ; 
may ſanctify his Affliction, and reſtore Him to 
his Health, that he may recover more ſpiritual 
Strength before he goes hence, and is no more ſeen. 
I ſent Brother ſome Books ; and humbly be- 
ſeech the Giver of every good Gift to accompany 
them with his heavenly bug; for what He bleſſes 
is bleſt indeed. 
I could be truly glad to hear your Complaints are 
removed; — but if they continue, don't be diſcou- 
raged.— Whom the Lord loveth, he chaſtiſeth.“ 
God had but one Son without Sin, but none without 
— . Oh ! that his infinite Goodneſs may ſanc- 
tify your Tribulations, that they may be the Means 
of weaning you from the World, and bringing you 
to Jeſus Chriſt! You will then one Day fay with 
the Pſalmiſt, It is good for me, that I have been 
afflited, 


I am, Ec. 
J. Hervey. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXV, 


My dear Friend, Friday Evening. 
As to the Matter of defending ME, I think * Non 


ce e tanti. I am ten thouſand Times more 
for your converſing like a Chriſtian on every Occa- 
ſion: Take all proper Opportunities of glorifying 
your divine Maſter, and be ſpreading abroad the 
Savour of his bleſſed Name : It would bring Dig- 
nity to your Character I am perſuaded, and arcs Þ 
command Reverence even from Gainſayers, if you 
was ſometimes to make a frank Declaration on this 
Head, and a& accordingly. Don't ſcruple to bid 
your Patients ſeek to God for a Bleſſing; when 
they are recovered, remind them of their Obliga- 
tions to the almighty Phyſician; and that they are 
reſtored to Health, not for the poor - Purpoſes of 
eating and drinking a little more, but to acquaint 
themſelves with Chriſt Jeſus; to prepare for Eter- 
nity; and to make their Salvation ſure. This would 
be truly graceful; might do much Good; and 
ſhould any one find Fault with this Practice, He 
muſt not pretend to the Piety of a Chri/tzan : He 
has not the Religion of an Heathen: Such an one 
ſhould remember the- Conduct, and conſider the Sen- 


timents of your Brother Fapys. 


Non hac humonis Opibus, non Arte magiſtrã 

Proveniunt ; neque Te, Anea, mea Dextera ſervat : 

Major agit Deus, atque Opera ad majora remittit. 
55 | Virg. An. Lib. xii, 

No mortal Work is 118 ; no Cure of mine; 

Nor Art's Effect, but done by Hands divine: 


Tis God AÆneas to the Battle ſends; 
Tis God preſerves his Life, for greater Ends. 


Thanks 
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Thanks for your Advice about what I recom- 
mended to your Conſideration, and about my own 
Health; God has been better to me, than my ap- 
prehenſive Heart expected. Oh that ſo long as I 
have Breath, it may be employed to his Honour, who 
forgiveth all our Sins, and healeth all our Infirmi- 
ties; and when he heals them not, will make them 
a Bleſſing. 

Do, my dear Friend, perſiſt in a prudent Way, to 
bear your _— for a Maſter, who has bought 

u with his very Life, and intends to make 
Partakes of his everlaſting Kingdom. If this 4 
you or your's any real Harm, reproach me with it, 
when we ſhall both ſtand in the Preſence of the 

whole World, and before the Tribunal of our Judge. 


Ever your's, while 


JAMES HE R v E x. 


P. S. You tell me that © your Buſineſs has lain 
& ſo wide, and you have been ſo much hurried this 
« ſickly Time, that you have ſcarcely had a Quar- 
&« ter of an Hour to yourſelf for theſe laſt three 
«© Weeks.” —Oh! my dear Friend! how much 
ſoever you may be hurried by the Diſtance and the 
Multiplicity of your Avocations, don't forget to 
Pray for that Wiſdom, which is profitable (or uſeful) 
to + direct us, even in the ſmalleſt Matters, much 
more in all great and weighty Aﬀairs.—You, who 
move in ſo conſpicuous a Sphere, ſo large a Field of 
Action, mult have very particular Occaſion, very 
preſſing Neceſſity for divine Direction; and there- 
fore that important Ejaculation, DREC H ME, O 
LorD, ſhould ever be uppermoſt in your Thoughts. 
— “ Take ye Heed, Watch and Pray,” this is the 
kind Admonition of the bleſſed Jeſus, who well 


+ Eccl, x. 10. | 
knows 
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knows the human Frame, and ſees how very liable 
we are to be drawn aſide by a Variety of Tempta- 
tions with which we are daily ſurrounded. 


LETTER LXVI. 


Dear Sir, 
As the Interval between the Hour of our Diſſo- 
lution, and the Day of Reſurrection, will, in 
all Probability, be very conſiderable, much longer 
than the Time of our Continuance on Earth, it is 
a very reaſonable and important Inquiry, to exa- 
mine into the Circum/tances of this State. The 
Scripture, our infallible Director, which is (ſo copious 
upon all the grand Articles of Religion, and) filent 
upon Nothing that relates to the true Happineſs of 
Mankind, has not left us without Information in 
this Particular. Whereas all other Writers grope 
in the Dark, for not one of them has been able to 
draw back the Curtain, or give us (any) tlie _ 
Inſight into the inviſible World, it is to them, an 
in all their Syſtems, an abſolute Terra incognita ; a 
few of the /criptural Diſcoveries may be ſeen, in the 
Anſwer to the following Queries. 
iſt, When the Souls, the Souls of the Righte- 
ous, depart from the Body ; by whom are they re- 
ceived ?—By holy Angels. The Angels were mi- 
niſtring Spirits to them, in the Days of their Fleſh, 
and will be their Guard and their Convoy, when 
they relinquiſh the earthly Tabernacle. When La- 
zarus died, he was carried by Angels. — What 4 
comfortable Privilege is this ! not to be left folitary 
and deſolate, like a ſhipwrecked Mariner on ſome 
unknown Coaſt ; but to be under the Guidance and 
Protection of thoſe benevolent Beings ! Te * 
adly, In what Place are they lodged ?—This is 


deſcribed, not from our Ideas of Rs or any 
Properties 


Ci -_ 


Properties of 7 but from the Society and the 
Enjoyments. It is not very material, whether they 
are above or below, in the Heaven of Heavens 
(which, I think, is moſt probable) or in ſome ſepa- 
rate Manſion. A diſembodied Spirit, if under the 
Wrath of God, muſt every where be extremely mi- 
ſerable ; if ſurrounded with his Favour, will every 
where be exceedingly happy. To ſuch a Spirit, that 
has no longer any Connection with ſenſible Things, 
God's Smile muſt be Heaven, God's Frown muſt 
be Hell.—Where-ever this Region lies, we are ſure 
it lies under the Beams of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs; Chriſt is there, and where he is preſent, Hap- 
ineſs cannot be abſent, Thou ſhalt be with me, 
is his Promiſe to the penitent Thief. — Abraham is 
there, the Friend of. God, and Father of the 
Faithful. Lazarus, we are told, was carried into 
Abraham's Boſom ; and obere He reſides ; where 
all the Children of God, and Heirs of Glory dwell, 
there muſt be Pleaſures :—Such Pleaſures, that the 
Place is called Paradiſe ; thou ſhalt be with me in 
Paradiſe : The delightful Garden of Eden, which 
the Lord himſelf planted, and which innocent Man 
inhabited, was incomparably the fineſt, nobleſt Spot 
in this ſublunary World; and this is uſed to give 
us ſome faint Repreſentation of theſe bleſſed Abodes, 
where the Souls and Spirits of the Righteous re- 
main till the Shout of the Archangel and the Trump 
of God ſummon them. 
zdly, How ſoon are the a. 2 in this defirable 
Situation? Without Delay. I find no Mention 
of any intermediate Purgation, or of any Period for 
InaQtivity and F CR. To Day ſhalt thou be 
with me, is our Lord's Expreffion; and it is ob- 
ſervable, that the Jewiſh Day was very near cloſing, 
when our Saviour gave up the Ghoſt ; nearer ſtill 
when that converted Malefactor expired. —I have a 
Deſire to be diſſolved, ſays St. Paul, and to be with 
Vo I. II. O0 Chriſt: 
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Chriſt: He ſpeaks of his Releaſe from Clay, and 
his Introduction into the Redeemer's Preſence, as 
inſtantaneous. No ſooner does the former com- 
mence, but the latter takes place. —What an En- 
couragement is this to fight the good Fight of 
Faith, and finiſh our Courſe, with Alacrity and Di- 
ligence! ſince we are not to wait in wiſhful but 
diſappointed Expectation: No, the very Moment 
our Warfare is accompliſhed, our Reward begins, — 
Which reminds me of another Inquiry. 

4thly, What is the Condition of holy Souls, in 
this ſeparate State ? | 

1ſt, They reſt from their Labours ; from all the 
Diſorders, that afflicted their Bodies, from all the 
Temptations, that diſquieted their Souls. They 
are no longer ridiculed and perſecuted by ungodly 
Men. They have no more Conflict with the Powers 
of Darkneſs and their own Corruptions ; Sin and 
Sorrow ceaſe eternally, They are freed, entirely 
freed, from every Evil. | 

2dly, They enter into Peace. They have then 
Peace with God, Peace in their own Thoughts, 
Peace with Fellow Saints, which paſleth all Under- 
ſtanding. —Peace implies a poſitive Happineſs.— 


Peace in the ſcriptural Language, denotes all Man- 


ner of Bleſſings, and ſuch is its Import in the pre- 
ceding Paſſage. In this large Extent will it be 
made good to the Righteous, When they relin- 
quiſh the earthly Tabernacle, the Scales of Igno- 
rance fall from their Underſtandings ; their Will is 
wonderfully conformed to Chriſt's; every Weight 
drops off from their Affections; and their Holineſs 
is exceedingly confirmed : They are honoured with 
nearer Approackes to God, they are favoured with 

clearer Manifeſtations of his Glory; they feel richer 
Emanations of his Love; and are more and more 
transformed into his Image : Every Doubt vaniſhes, 


and they rejoice in the Proſpect, the aſſured and re- 


freſhing 
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freſhing Proſpect of — the Fulneſs of 
their everlaſting Felicity. I ſaid Fulneſs, for tho? 
the Felicity of the Soul upon its Diſmiſſion from 
Mortality is great, is high, is to us inconceivable; 
yet it will not be compleat till the Body is re- united 
to it, re- animated by it.— Then that will not only 
be reſcued from Corruption, but made like unto 
Chriſt's glorious Body; will be dignified with di- 
vine Approbation; and that before the largeſt Aſ- 
ſembly of Men and Angels; they will receive a 
Ctown of Righteouſneſs, they will fit on Thrones 
and judge the apoſtate Angels; they will then poſ- 
ſeſs the Kingdom prepared for them from the Foun- 
dation of the World. 

What is ſaid of the Righteous may lead us to 
ſome proper Conceptions with regard to the Wicked 
and their State.— The one is the Reverſe of the 
other; as they were quite diſſimilar in their Life, 
in their Death they are equally different. If the 
Righteous are committed to the Care of benevo- 
lent Angels, the Wicked it is very probable are 
abandoned to the Inſults and Rage of malevolent 
Spirits. If the Righteous are admitted into Man- 
ſions of Bliſs, the Wicked are conſigned over to 
the Places of Horrour and Torment, where is all 
the Miſery, which is expreſſed by Weeping and 
Walling ; all that Self-condemnation and Anguiſh, 
which is expreſſed by Gnaſhing of Teeth. If the 
Righteous enjoy the Calm of- uninterrupted Tran- 
quillity, and the Light of perpetual Sun-ſhine, the 
Wicked are reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs unto the 
Judgment of the great Day; wearied by their own 
ungovernable Paſhons, ſtung by eager but unſatis- 
hed Deſires, haunted by a ſtern upbraiding Con- 
ſcience. —In a Word, while the r:ghteous are look- 
ing for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appear- 
ing of the great God, and their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are trembling —_— the diſmal Apprehenſions 

2 of 
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of that dreadful Day, when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be re- 
vealed in flaming Fire. ® | 

I add only a Remark-on that Text of St. John, 

to which we are ſo much obliged in this Inquiry, 
« Bleſfled are the dead, which die in the Lord,” c. 
De Lord muſt certainly ſignify, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. —To die in Him, muſt, I think, imply dying 
in his Fatth, ſo as to be one with him; intereſted 
in his Mercy, renewed by his Spirit, and conformed 
in ſome prevailing Degree to his Image. May this 
be the State of our Souls, while we live here, and 
when we depart hence, Then that will be fulfilled 
to our unſpeakable and eternal Comfort, which is 
tpoken by another Apoſtle, To me to live is 
* Chriſt, and to die is Gain,” 
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I am, 
Dear Sir, 


your's ſincerely, 


—— 


* 
* * a 


JAuESs HERE. 


N 

.© 

4 

'F 

5 

| 

y 

8! 

4 

| ; 

2 ' 

Wo, 
LT 
I $ 

T5 

+ 


LETTER LXVII. 


Dear Sir, 

V OUR Obſervations are perfectly juſt, and Dr. 

Doddridge s Remarks are admirably judicious; 
his Alterations are indeed excellent and charming. 
Oh! may they be equally impreſſive on me, as I 
tranſcribe them, and on all who may hereafter read 
them! Many molt ſolid and valuable Corrections 
tas the Doctor already made in my little Piece ; 
but, in my Opinion, theſe are beyond them all; I 
cannot but wiſh he had Leiſure, to have went 
through the whole with his improving Strokes ; but, 
as the Buſineſs of his Academy, and Miniftry, is fo 


various, and ſo important, 1 cannot prevail with 
myſelf 
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myfelf to make ſuch a Requeſt: I will try, and do. 
the beſt I can, to proceed on the Plan, which: He 
has formed, and to follow (magno. licet intervalh) the 
Example He has ſet. Be ſo good as to make my: 
moſt grateful Acknowledgments: Let your Tongue 
ſpeak, for really my Pen cannot write, how greatly 
1 am obliged to him. I will venture to turn, what 
was uſed formerly as an Imprecation, into a Wiſh 
and a Bleſſing on this Occaſion, © May God do ſo 
„to Him, and more alſo !”? i 

—Oh that our Writings may be accompanied 
with the bleſſed Spirit; and that the Spirit of our 
Writings may be operative on our Hearts, and ap- 
parent in our Converſation ! | 


Ever your's while | 
| J. Hanvary. 


"LETTER LXVII. 


My dear Friend, Magion, Saturday Morn. 
I Thought of you in a particular Manner on Thur/- 

day, being the ſad e which your 
late excellent Lady reſigned this Life; and at the 
ſame Time I thought on thoſe tender Lines, 


Famgue Dies, ni fallyr adeſt; quem ſemper acerbum, 
Semper honoratum, fic Dit voluiſtis, habebo +. 
It irg. En. Lib. V. 


I cannot but take Notice of the Wiſdom and Piety 
of my favourite Poet, he teaches his Hero to reſolve 
all aflichve and dark Diſpenſations, into the gra- 
cious Will of God; and to derive his Conſolation 


+ The Engliſb of which. is—** Now the Day if I 
«© miltake not is at Hand, which (ſuch has been the 
Will of Heaven) Iſhall always account a Day of 
% Sorrow, always a Day to be honoured,” 
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from this Belief. Sic Dii — is a Sort of Imi- 
tation of the good old Prieſt Eli, * It is the Lord: 
« Let him do what ſeemeth him good.” It is not 
much unlike the exemplary Acknowledgment of 
the Patriarch Fob, * The Lord gave, and ers, pu hath 
taten away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord!“ 

I am thankful for your Preſent of Vanierii Pre- 

dium Ruſticum. It is a very beautiful Piece: Uni 
Virgilio ſecundus, the moſt elegant and correct La- 
tin Compoſition, that I have met with among the 
Moderns. 
I have no Fault to find, and no Alteration to 
offer, with regard to the little Tract, which you ſub- 
mit to my Correction. But what ſhall I ſay, to my 
dear Friend himſelf? Oh! what Opportunities of 
doing Good, ſubſtantial and immortal Good, do 
you loſe, do you ſquander away ! Opportunities, 
that are flying from you upon the ſwifteſt Wings of 
Time; and when once gone, are never to be re- 
covered. I don't ſo much as think of your ne- 
glecting Buſineſs ; but do let the World fee, that Bu- 
ſineſs may be managed, great Buſineſs managed, and 
yet Chriſt, and eternal Ages not forgot. Let Men 
ſee, that the Comforts of Chriſtianity, the Privile- 
ges of the Goſpel, are ſo truly delightful, as to be 
the moſt effeCtual ſovereign Refreſtment, under the 
Fatigues of a burthenſome Employ. Thus doing, 
you would be a Credit and high * | 
to Religion; and bleſſed would you be, if your 
Maſter, when he cometh, ſhould find you /o doing. 
Lou will excuſe my Freedom; and in Return, I 
will not ceaſe to pray, © that the Love of Chriſt 
$ may conſtrain you.” 2 Cor. v. 14. 


I am, 
affectionately, and 
ſincerely your's, 
J. Hervey. 
LE T. 


| 


. 
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LETTER LXIX. 


My dear Friend, | Tueſday Morn. 
WIE LL might Dr. Doddridge ſay, © that in 


« Saurin's + Sermons, the Excellencies of 

&« Demoſthenes and Cicero were united,” —Never did 
I meet with any thing equal to the Paſſages which 
the Doctor was ſo obliging as to tranſlate, purpoſely 
to give me ſome Ideas of this celebrated Writer.— 
He ſeems to have underſtood the Goſpel well, and 
all the Powers of Oratory were combined in him. 
—I dare ſay he preached from his Heart, and the 
Grace of God accompanied his Words. — If I have 
been ſo much affected merely by this deſultory Tranſ- 
lation, how much more ſhould I be tranſported, was 
J (like you) ſufficiently ſkilled in the French Lan- 
guage to read the Original itſelf. Saurin it ſeems 
was a Proteſtant, and I am told that in Holland, 
where he exerciſed his Miniſtry, the Streets were ſo 
crowded for ſeveral Hours before the Service be- 
gan, that *twas very difficult to gain Admiſſion. —Is 
it not aſtoniſhing that the Sermons of ſo popular a 
Preacher, and ſo eminent a Writer, ſhould not as 
et. have been put into an Engliſb Dreſs ?—But this 
5 is owing to the Difficulty of doing Juſ- 


tice to an Author of his extraordinary Genius.—I 


am well aware that few are equal to ſuch an Under- 
taking, but if there was a ſpirited Tranſlation of 
theſe animating Sermons, publiſhed in weekly Num- 
bers, they would be well received, and might, thro' 


+ Saurin's Sermons were originally wrote in French; 
— have paſſed through various Editions z—are now 
printed in twelve octavo Volumes, and may be had at 
Vaillant's in the Strand for two Guineas a Sett.—Seve- 
ral of them are well tranſlated by Mr. Robin/on, of 
Cambridge, printed in 4 Vols. 8vo. Price one Guinea 


and fold by F letcher and Hodſon, in Cambrioge, 
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the divine Bleſſing, be the Means of doing much 
Good to the Community. 

I have been enabled, bleſſed for ever be God! to 
perform my Office, and preach to a crouded Con- 
gregation. © Jeſus ſaid the third Time, Simon, 
« Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me?“ was my Text. 
Oh that it may be the Power of God to the Salva- 
tion of the Hearers !—I hope, my Diſorder in m 
Head, and Pain in my Teeth, are not increaſed, 
though I felt the cold Air breathe upon my Face ; 
for the Church was ſo thronged, that it was not 
practicable to ſhut the Door. Oh! for Faith in 
the almighty Guardian, the almighty Phyſician !— 

This, I preſume, will find you ſafely returned 
from London to your own Habitation ; but though 
come back to your reſting Place, yet more and more 
ſenſible that we are but Strangers and Pilgrims on 
the Earth. 

I hope ere long to ſee you at Veſton; for I can 
aſſure you, my dear Sir, that amongſt the many, 
many Friends, who dearly love you, no one can 
have a more affectionate Regard for you than h 


your's unalterably, 
JamEes HER VET. 


LETTER IXX. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morn, 


I Have no Heart to take any Medicines. All but 
Chriſt is to me unprofitable ; bleſſed be God for 
Pardon and Salvation through his Blood : Let me 
preſcribe this Cordial for my dear Friend. | 

May your Health be renewed as the Eagle's, 
though mine has long been fading as a Leaf! and 
may we both from our Hearts adore the Diſpenſa- 
ET es ; tions 
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tions of our God and Saviour, which, though to 
us ward very different, are in all Reſpects very good. 
We were drinking Tea Yeſterday; and I heard 


one of the Company ſay, to whom you had given 


Biſhop Hilſon on the Sacrament— This is Dr. S* 
Gift. Oh! that God may give him, to eat the 
Fleſh, and drink the Blood of Chriſt! and to live 
by Faith on the unſearchable Riches of a Redeemer ! 
— Then we ſhall ere long, eat Bread and drink new 
Wine together, in the Kingdom of our Father, 

I have not yet wrote to Biddeford; but the Affair 
you defired me to inquire about, ſhall not be forgot 
when I next write thither.— Can you excuſe my 
dilatory Proceeding ? Buſineſs, to my languid Spi- 
rits, is like the Sons of Anak + to the HMraelitiſb Spies, 
ſo forbidding and ſo formidable. | 
The Reaſons you urged, I have conſidered ; I 
really know not how to act.—May the unerring 


| God vouchſafe to guide a poor Sinner,-Now, 


where is my Faith in that divine Promiſe, “In all 
* thy Ways acknowledge Him, and He ſhall direct 
te thy Paths?” *Tis ſcarcely ſo much as a Grain 
of the ſmalleſt Seed; Bleſſed Jeſus increaſe it in 
us both. 3 | | 

Do you, as you formerly did, commit your 
Way unto the Lord, and beſeech him to bring it to 
paſs? My dear Friend, let us look more unto God; 
for we have a Friend in the Court of Heaven; we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, | ERS, 


Ever, and inviolably your's, while 
J. Herve 1. 
+ See Numb. xiii. 28, 


LE T- 


(| 202 J 


LETTER LXXI. 


W dear Friend, 


* OUR very kind Preſent is come to our Hands, 
and has made its Appearance, You give me, 
as Theron fays, Exaloywso tet,. 

All I can fay is, may the Lord ſupply your every 
Need (both _ and ſpiritually) according to his 
Riches in Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, | 
I am ſorry, my Brother wrote ſo warm a Letter 
to Mr. Ty about his Attempt to purchaſe the 
Cloſes at 2 which lie ſo commodious for us. 
— The World's Maxim is, “Catch as catch can.“ 
But our Saviour's Direction is, © Be anxious for 
„ nothing.“ Never fear, but we ſhall make a Shift 

without theſe Cloſes to paſs through the Wilder- 
neſs, and arrive at the heayenly Canaan. Were not 
your Thoughts upon that eternal Home, when you 
attended Mr. L***'s Corpſe to the Tomb? One 
of the Texts, to which I directed my People on 
Sunday was + 2 Cor. v. 1. and which, I hope, the 
omnipreſent God is now impreſſing on their Con- 
ſciences, and mixing with Faith, 

The elegant Paterculus I here return; and the 
evangelical Marſhall I recommend to your repeated 
Peruſal. I wiſh you ſtudied him more, for then you 
would like him better than you ſeem to do at pre- 
ſent: You own there are many excellent Directions 
in him; and thoſe Parts, which you now think ob- 
ſcure, would not appear ſo on a more intimate Ac» 
quaintance with the Author, 


+ We know that if our earthly Houſe of this Ta- 
bernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of God, 
an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens. 


I am 
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7 
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I am glad to hear ſuch a Character of Mr. *. 
I hope you will be an Inſtrument in our Lord's 
Hand, of improving his valuable Diſpoſitions, of 
ripening the Man of Honour, into the Servant of 
Chriſt. —I think Dr. Atenſide + has, if not ſpoiled 
his Ode, much injured the Dignity and Beauty of 
his Sentiments, by writing in Spenſer's Meaſure, 
and ſometimes in his drawling Style. —<* While he 
« doth Riot's Orgies haply ſhare.” —For an Ode, 
where we expect all the Harmony of Numbers, and 
the higheſt Poliſh of Language, this Manner ſurely 
is improper,—l keep it a little longer, perhaps it 
may pleaſe better on the ſecond Reading. 

—[ wiſh you and your Lady much Joy at Chri/t- 
mas, or rather all Joy in Chriſt. He is come, He 
is come to judge the Earth ; to do that for enſlaved 
and ruined Mankind, which the heroic Judges of 
old did for Jrael—to deliver them from Bondage, 
and eſtabliſh them in Peace. Is not this the Senſe 
of Pſal. xcvi. 11, 12, 13-—Ah! what pity! that, 
while ſo many Heroes are celebrated, Jeſus the De- 
fire of Nations, and the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, ſhould be totally diſregarded. Thou High 
and Holy One, ſince Authors of Genius with-hold 
the Tribute of Praiſe, glorify thy Name by a Worm, 


by Impotence, by 
Janes Hemrver, 


LETTER LXXIL 


Reverend and dear Sir, Weſton, June 7, 1759. 


DeN IT you take it amiſs, that I have anſwered 
your laſt kind Letter no ſooner ! I have ſuch a 
Multiplicity of ehiftalary Engagements, and ſuch a 
trength, that I cannot be ſo punc- 


+ See Letter LIV. Page 143. 
tua] 
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tual in my Acknowledgments, as my Friends may 
expect, and as I myſelf wiſh. 

You deſired to ſee Mr. Boyſe's Letter to me. 
I here incloſe it; and it ſhould have been ſent to 
you earlier, but I could not find it amidſt the con- 
fuſed Heap of my Papers till Veſterday.— I am very 
ſorry to hear he is ſo ill, as there is little Probability 
of expecting any Thing further from his maſterly 
Pen.—I really think his little Poem, intitled Deity, 
(in which he is not unmindful of the great Re- 
deemer) is as uſeful and fine a Piece + of Poetry 
as moſt in the Engliſh Language.— I ſo much ad- 
mire it, that I have inſenſibly as it were got it by 
Heart. God grant that it may be influential on 
every Reader, ; 

] was — the other Day a curious Book 
written by Mr. Fleming, and intitled, The Fulfilling 
of the Scriptures complete; in which I met with 2 
valuable nde from Luther's Letter to Me- 
lanfhon, who was then in much Anguiſh on the 
apparent Hazards of thoſe Times, If this (ſays 
Luther) be the Cauſe of God, and not of Man, 
then all the Burthen ſhould be caſt on Him, Why 
doſt thou afflict and torment thyſelf, ſeeing God 
hath given his Son for us? Why do we tremble 
or fear! Will he forſake us in ſmaller Things, wha 
hath given us ſo great a Gift ?—ls Satan 2 
than God: — Should we fear the World, which 
Chriſt has overcome? If the Cauſe we contend for 
be not the Truth, let us change; but if the Cauſe 


be holy and juſt, why do we not credit the Promiſe 


and Faithfulneſs of God. Alt is certain Satan can 
reach no farther than this preſent Life, but Chriſt 
reigneth for ever, under whoſe Protection the Truth 
now is: He will not fail to be with us unto the 
End.—If He be not with us, I beſeech you tell mg 


+ See Letter XXXVIII. Page 151, Vol, | 
where 
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where He ſhall be found ?—If we be not of his 

Church, do you think that the Biſhop of Rome and 
our Adverfaries are of it? We are indeed Sinners, 

but Chriſt is true, whoſe Cauſe we have in Hand; 
which he has hitherto maintained without our Coun- 

fel, and ſo He will do unto the End.“ Mr. Flem- 

ing then juſtly obſerves, that Luther reſted on Chriſt, 

when all viſible Props broke under him. 

What animating Conſiderations are theſe under 
all the Difcouragements we may meet with in our 
miniſterial Labours ?—How does the Work of the 
Lord proſper in your Hand? May you be in this Re- 
ſpect as a fruitful Bough by the Wall; may your 
People fit under your Shadow with great Delight, 
and your Fruit be ſweet unto them 


J am, 
your's, Cc. 
J. Hervey 


The followin g is 4 genuine Copy of Mr. 
Boyſe's + Letter to Mr. Hervey. 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


« TOR your tender Admonitions and excellent 
« 1 Advice, I am truly indebted to you; as they 
« diſcover a generous and compaſſionate Concern: 
« for my better Part, —l bleſs God I have Reaſon 
e to hope, that great Work is not to do; for of all 
e the Marks of Infatuation, I know amongſt Men, 
“there can be none equal to that of truſting to a 
% Death-bed Repentance. 


+ Mr. Boye died ſoon after he wrote this Letter to 
Mr. Herwvey.—His Poem intitled Deity, paſſed through 
ſeveral Editions, and was printed by Roberts in Var- 
wiel-Lane. Price One Shilling. 

« I do 
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I do not pretend to vindicate my own Conduct 
& —nor can I ever forget the very Chriſtian Senſe 
of my Condition and Misfortunes which (not- 
c withſtanding all my Miſbehaviour) you have ſo 
<« pathetically expreſſed. — The Follies of my Youth 
6 have furniſhed a plentiful Harveſt of Reflection 
« for my latter Years. As I have been now for a 
long Time in a Manner buried from the World, 
4 ſo it has been my Endeavour to ſpend that Time 


“ in lamenting my paſt Errors, and in purſuing a 


< Courſe of Life void of Offence towards God, 
4 and Man. 

<« I have learnt to truſt in God as my only Por- 
tion; to bleſs him for his Fatherly Corrections, 
« which have been much gentler than my Deme- 
„ rit; and by which I have been taught to know 
Him, and 44;/elf; his infinite Mercy and Good- 
< neſs; my own Ingratitude and Unworthineſs, 


< ſo that I may truly ſay with the returning Prodi- 


cc gal, © Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and 
« againſt thee, and am not worthy to be called thy 
Son.“ | x | | 

« My Health is in a very precarious State; and 
ce the greateſt Hopes of Recovery I have (which are 
<« very ſmall) ariſe from warm Weather and the 
« Country Air.—I thank God I am abſolutely re- 
cc ſjgned to his holy and bleſſed Will. I have ſeen 
« enough of the Vanity and Folly of earthly 
„Things, and how inſufficient they are to ſatisfy 
« the Deſires of an immortal Soul. I am ſenſible of 


my own Wretchedneſs and Nothingneſs; and that 


« my only Hope of Salvation is through that bleſ- 
« ſed Redeemer, who died to ſave loſt Sinners. 
« 'This is my Rock of Hope againſt an approach- 
c ing Eternity. | 

« May you long, Sir, taſte thoſe true and un- 
« fading Pleaſures, which attend the Practice of 
„Religion and Virtue; and may you, by your 
4 « ſhining 
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<« ſhining Example, be a Means of turning many 
cc to Richteouſneſs : This is the ſincere and ever 
« oratefu} Wiſh of 
| your moſt obliged, and 
„“ faithful Servant, 


S. Boyſe,” 


LETTER LXXIII. 


Dear Sir 0 
THE following is an Extract of a Letter, wrote 
b 


a young Creature, labouring under an in- 
curable Diſtemper, and languiſhing in the near Ap- 
proaches of Death. | 

&« am at this Time more happy than Tongue can 
" a I did I 5 much of the Love of 
& Chriſt ſhed abroad in my Heart, as now. He has 
« given me full Aſſurance that he has out of Love to 
« my Soul caſt all my Sins behind his Back, (Ifaiah 
& Xxxvilii. 17.)—And ob] why need I fear Death, 
ec when the Sting is taken away -N ! though I am 
« Sinner, yet I have an Advocate with the Father : 
c and though while I continue in this vile Body, TI 
« fear, I ball too "=: grieve him, yet is his Love 
« fill the 7 which makes me abhor myſelf, that 
« ever 1 ſhould fin againſt ſo kind, fo compaſſunate a 
& Saviour,” 

See by THIS how the Poor receive, how the Poor 
believe, and how the Poor adorn the Goſpel of God 
our Saviour. TEIs has indeed no great Authority 
to dignify it, no Flowers of Eloquence to recom- 
mend it; Nothing but the tranſparent Sincerity, and 
the native Sublimity of its Piety, It breathes how- 
ever the very Spirit, which I long to attain; and, 
though it comes from a Perſon in low Life and of 
no Education, yet I believe very few, even _— 

„ e 
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the Names of higheſt Diſtinction for Wit, Genius; 


and Learning, will be able in the ſame Circum- 
— — to exerciſe the ſame Magnanimity of Mind. 
AI am, 


Your's, Sc. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


My dear Friend, | 
I Truly ſympathiſe with you in all your Calami- 
ties; but to be icted more or leis is the com- 
mon Lot of God's People; and it is frequently their 
Fate to be exerciſed with frowning Providences in 
a remarkably grievous Manner. Under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances we ſhould fuggeſt ſoft Hints of Admo- 
nition, with the ſame e754 Intention as actuated 
the Prophet Jeremiah, when he addreſſed this Exhor- 
tation to his Countrymen, © Let us ſearch and try 
&< our Ways, and, if we are found Delinquents, turn 
ec again unto the Lord,” (Lament. iii. 4.)—We 
ſhould likewiſe comfort each other by obſerving that 
God, who heareth Prayer, has Bowels of everlaſting 
Compaſſion, and does not wilngly afflict the Sons 
of Men; that this adorable God has given his all- 
lorious Son to be a bleeding Sacrifice for our 
Sins; and that, if he with-held not his Son, his only 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he 
not alſo with Him freely give us all Things? A 
Things, that pertain to Life and Godlineſs; to 
Subſiſtence here, and Salvation for ever. Prompted 
by the infinite Benignity of his Nature, and en- 
gaged by his inviolable Promiſe, he never faileth 
thoſe, that ſeek him. — Oh how ready is He to give 
his Holy Spirit! to give all Happineſs to thoſe, who 
with an humble Sincerity will apply to Him; in- 
finitely more ready than we are to give our Children 
I a Mofſel 
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a Morſel of Bread to ſave them from periſhing with 
Hunger, —Theſe are indeed comfortable Conſidera- 
tions, and are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons why we ſhould 
continually be making our Requeſts known unto 
him. 

I fear Mr. $z—h the Builder, is a very bad Man, 
and too juſtly deſerves the Name you give him.— 
Labourers J am told are diſtreſſed by his neglecting 
to pay them; which I can aſſure you very much 
grieves me; nor is it in my Power to redreſs them: 
AI wiſh it was :—They ſhould ſoon ſee what it is 
to have todo with one, who nameth the Name of 

„ Chriſt.” (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

Pleaſe to lend me Dr. Sguire's Indifference for Re- 
ligion inexcuſeable, —I mightily like the Title of it; 
and I hope it will be an Antidote againſt the fa- 

ſhionable and growing Indifference to Religion. 

Did you ever ſee a Shilling Poem intitled The 
Battle of the Sexes? Tis wrote in the Spirit of Spen- 
ſer, and is indeed one of the prettieſt Things I ever 
met with. But it is very evident that the Author has 
taken his Plan from Fletcher's Purple Iſland +. The 
celebrated Pitt of New College, who tranſlated Vir- 
& and Vida, has wrote a complimentary Copy of 

erſes, which are prefixed; a Specimen of which I 
have here ſelected to ſhew you the Nature of it. 


« What Muſe but your's ſo juſtly could diſplay, 
« 'Th' embattl'd Paſſions marſhall'd in Anas 
« Bid the rang'd Appetites in Order move, 
4 Give Luft a Figure, and a Shape to Love? 

« To airy Notions ſolid Forms diſpenſe ! 
And make our Thoughts the Images of Senſe / 


+ See the fifty firſt Letter in this Volume.-Com- 
are ſeveral of the per/onified Virtues and Vices depicted 
Y Fletcher in his Purple Iſland, (Canto vi. to Canto _—_ 

with ſome of thoſe drawn by the Author of the Battle 
of the Sexes. 


Vo I. II. P « Diſcover 
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& Diſcover all this rational Machine, 
& And ſhow the Movements, Springs, and Wheels 
« within.” 


As I was looking yeſterday at my Preface to the 
new Edition of Fenks's Meditations, I obſerved in 
the Catalogue of his Works, that, either through 
my own, or the Printer's Negligence, two little 
Pieces are omitted; one of them in his Seriaus 
Thoughts on the wonderful God; which is very uſe- 
ful in aſſiſting us to form proper Notions of the 
divine Perfections: „ is his e 
tory of Chaſtity, exemplified in Foſeph's hard Con- 
gia, hr — Eſcape.— Tis Bal that this little 
Piece is not more regarded by Parents, as *tis per- 
haps the beſt + Thing of its Size, ever wrote on 
the Subject, and ought to be put into the Hands of 
all young People; for, as St. Auguſtin juſtly obſerves, 
Inter omnia Certamina Chriſtianorum duriora ſunt 
Praælia Caſtitatis; nam ibi continua Pugna, & rara 
Victoria 4.—If another Edition of Fenks's Medita- 

tions 


+ The Price of Jenks's Vidtory of Chaſtity is a Shil- 
ling only; and very fit for thoſe, who have little Lei- 
fure for Reading : But the completeſt Treatiſe of this 
Kind is the celebrated Oftervald's on Uncleanneſs ; 
wherein the Nature of it is conſidered, the Cauſes and 
Conſequences of it; and likewiſe the Duties of ſuch 
as are under the Guilt of it: To which is added, a 
Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of Chaſtity, and the 
Means of obtaining it. Price four Shillings. This 
was the ſame Oftervald who wrote the Treatiſe con- 
cerning the Cauſes of the Corruption of Chriſtians and 
its Remedies, which Biſhop Burnet ordered his Chaplain 
to tranſlate from the original French into Engliſh. 

t The Meaning of which is, Amidſt all the va- 
« rious and ſharp Encounters in the Chriſtian War- 
4% fare, the Attacks on our Chaſtity are perhaps the 
* moſt. formidable, as the Combat is ſtrenuous and 

| ; ce laſting 3 


l 
a 
1 


E 
tions ſhould de demanded; and if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to take me to Hiinſelf before that Jime, I here 


deſire the Favour of you to ſez, that theſe two little 


Tracts be inſerted in the Catalogue of Mr. Fenks's 


Writings, given in my Preface to that Book by, 


your ever affectionate, c. 
JAMES Heaver, 


LETTER LXXV. 


* Dear Sir, 7 Wefton- Favell, Auguſt 1 3, 17 56. 
YEſterday I received the Favour of your Letter; 


was ſurpriſed to find you fo near me; and 


-grieved-to hear of the Occaſion, Oh! that both 
of us may be enabled to caſt all our Care upon the 


Almighty | for furely he who gave—not an Arch- 
Angel—not a World—but Himſe/f,—his moſt bleſ- 


fed Self for our Sins—ſurely He careth for us. 


| Yes, dear Sir; I think from my very Heatt, that 


the grand Controverſy which the King of Heaven 
has with our Nation, is for our prevailing Contempt 


of his moſt adorable Son Jeſus Chriſt. A Gift, 


compared with which every Thing in Earth or Sky, 


is lighter than Duſt upon the Scale, A Gift, by 
which an omnipotent and eternal God not only de- 
monſtrates, but commands his Love, Matchleſs 


then and unſpeakable muſt it be !/—See! how the 
1 exults and triumphs in this glorious 


Gift, 


„ laſting; a complete Victory being rarely obtained.” 
How much therefore does it behove us, to call in ever 
Auxiliary and to put on the complete Armour of God 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the 
Devil.—See the- fifth Edition of Gurnall's Chriftian 
Armour, and Epheſ. vi. 11. 


14 Tranſport 


ith an Ardour of Gratitude, and with a 
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ceive you.—I have no News from the lite 


Works: Witſius I mean; the polite and pious 


Ea 
Tranſport of Delight, he cries; & To us a Child 


& js born; to ws a Son is given” in whoſe Perſon 
is a Dignity, and in whoſe Righteouſneſs an Efficacy, 
infinitely ſurpaſſing the Power of Thought. And 
ſhould not ſuch a Gift be the darling Topick of 
our Converſation; be the avowed Glory and the 
general Joy of our Nation? Yet ſtrange to tell! 
afflictive to obſerve ! this divinely excellent Gift is 
forgot, is rejected, or treated with the moſt cold 
Indifference, Where are the People, who mention 
it, or can bear to Hear it mentioned in their Com- 
pany? Inſtead of being in Raptures at the Sound, 
are they not diſguſted and chagrined And does not 
God behold all this? Did he ever receive ſo horrid 
an Affront, or is it poſſible for his Creatures to act 
a more contumelious and diſdainful Part ?—But 
whither am I running ?—Pardon me, dear Sir, Par- 
don my full Heart—my wounded Heart—which has 
concurred to aggravate this crying Iniquity.—Oh 
that its invariable Language, for the future, may 
be; God forbid, that I ſhould glory, or rejoice, or 
confide, fave in the Croſs of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: 
In Him I have Pardon of my Sins; in Him J have 
Peace with God; in Him I have eternal Life. 
Therefore “ Him firſt, Him laſt, Him midſt, and 
„without End,” + will I remember, acknowledge, 
celebrate. tt 
Now you are come ſo far, could you not make 
a little farther Excurſion ? Could not you favour us 
with your Company at F/ton? where you would 
find a plain Houſe and a faithful Heart open to re- 


wlll ,,,. 


* 


World; and wy Orders to my Bookſeller are few. 
— But havi ccaſion to write, not along ago, to 
Amſterdam, I ſent for all my favourite Auther's 


+ Milton, bs 4 
Withus . 
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Iitſus.—My Bookſeller is reprinting, in two Vo- 

lumes at my Deſire 1 Meditations ; which I 

ropoſe to recommend by a prefatory Addreſs to the 

Publick.—Let me ſoon hear from you, if I cannot 

fee you: And may your Letter be in every Senſe 
an Evangeliſt. | 

Ever your's, while 
James HERvEey. 


LETTER LXXVI. 


Weſton Favell, April 28, 1757. 


WI AT has my dear Friend been ſpeaking for 
the Honour of HI, who ſaved his Life from 
Deſtruction ?—How are you ?—How is ru Lad 

after your great Fright +, and greater De erde! 
— Calm, now, I truſt, and no Emotions in your 
Mind, but of Gratitude to the great Preſerver of 
Men, who kept all your Bones, ſo that not one of 
them is broken. | 

Now, I hope, you will be ſteadily and uniformly 
ſerious. You ſee, God warns you, yet ſpares you. 


+ Dr. $S— of W— was driving his Wife in a 
ſingle Horſe Chair, when the Horſe ſuddenly took 
Fright, and flung his hinder * one of the Shafts, 
Juſt by the Side of a very deep Ditch: Being thus en- 
tangled, and a high mettled Horſe, he kicked with all 
imaginable Fury, and ſeveral Times his Hoofs came 
within a Hair's Breadth of their Heads :—They cal- 
led in vain on their Servant who had loitered behind, 
and they muſt both have inevitably been daſhed to 
Pieces, had not the Horſe by the Violence of his 
Kicking, broke the Harneſs, Bar, and Shafts, and thus 
fortunately diſentangled himſelf. —This Accident hap- 
pened near Mr. Hervey's Houſe at Wefton-Favell, to 
which they then went, | 2 
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'To others, he has appointed ſuch Dangers as befel 
you yeſterday, to be the Meſſenger of Death ; to 
you, he has deſigned. them only as an, Admonition of 
Love Hear then your PRESERVER's Voice, No 
longer delay to ſecure your Salvation : Be zealous 
(I mean diſcreetly zealous) for your Saviour; and 
for that Goſpel, which you underſtand better than 
moſt of our Clergymen. How can you refuſe to 
ſpeak boldly for ſuch a Maſter ; and to devote your- 
ſelt to his Service in earneſt, who forgives all your 
Backſlidings, watches over you with ſuch tender 
Compaſſion, and warts (yea waits) to be GRACIous 
UNTO YOU. | NIE 
My dear Friend, may the Lord Jeſus turn us both 


to Himſelf, who is our Refuge, our Salvation, and 


all our Hope; who ſhould be our Boaſt, out 


Triumph, and all our Joy. e 
I long to ſee your amiable Friend the Reverend 
Mr. Dyer's Poem on the Fleece I ſuppoſe he will 
make you @ Preſent of it. When you have done 
with it, pleaſe to ſend it me.— I hear it is to be 
ſold at five Shillings, which I cannot afford to 
give for it. PI $i Fare 
In your laſt Letter you aſked me for wo Gui- 
neas, out of my Charity Purſe, for our very de- 
ſerving and very diſtreſſed Friend. Indeed it is 
quite exhauſted ;—nay I don't think I have a ſongle 
ö — in the World, even for my own Uſe; 
though I forbear every unneceſſary Expence, and 
want many of the little Conveniences of Life, that 
I may be enabled to ſuccour the worthy Servants 


+ The Fleece, is an elegant and correct Poem in four 
Books, written by Mr. Dyer, who publiſhed the cele- 
brated Poem on the Ruins of Rome, at which Place he 
lived many Years. He was originally a Painter, and 
afterwards Rector of Cathorp, in Leiteflerſhire, He 
was near twenty Years in writing the Fleece. 5 


of 
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of Chriſt. —I have agreed to go Halves with Ri- 
vington in the Profits of my Book; and I always 
make it a Maxim, not to give till I have gotten.— 
« Be juſt, before py are generous,” is your own 
Rule too.—If the Lord pleaſes to proſper my Work 
I will very readily communicate to the Comfort 
of ſuch worthy Objects, as you may think proper 
to recommend to the Charity of, my dear Friend, 


yours very affectionate] y. 
James HERVEx. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


Dear Sir, 


R. Moſes Browne + has, I think, thirteen Chil- 
dren. One is ſettled in the World; and a 
Friend of his has taken another for his Clerk, 
Gratis. We propoſe to put out one of his Daugh- 
ters to ſome decent Buſineſs; by which ſhe may 
have the Means of getting her Livelihood. —He 
has been at a great . poor Man! by the 
Sickneſs of his Family. Vour Contribution on 
this Occaſion will be acceptable. Dr. has 
offered to augment the Collection; and Mr. * ** 
I am ſure will readily add his charitable Aſſiſtance, 
eſpecially if you recommend the Caſe. 

We are in daily Expectation of our Friend 
H. I wiſh, you could make up the Triumvirate 
of the Gueſts, At all our ſocial Interviews, our 


+ The Reverend Mr. Mo/es Brown (the Author of 
Sunday Thoughts, and various other Pieces) is now Vi- 
car of Olney in Buckinghamſhire, the Revenue of which 
is about fifty Ponds, bing his only Income, and He 
above fifty Years old. See in Letter LVIII. Vol. I. 
Mr. Hervey's Opinion of Him, and his Writing; even 
before the Commencement of their Intimacy. 

P 4 News 


111 
News is fetched from the Bible; Chriſt is the Mo- 


narch, and Heaven the Country, on which we diſ- 
courſe; Oh that I may be enabled to improve 
theſe precious Opportunities! Not be like Pha- 
rach's lean Kine, deſtitute of Growth, though 
crammed with Plenty I- My Flock would have 
been peculiarly delighted, to have heard your Voice 
in the Pulpit: They would have hung on your 
Lips; and | verily believe, the Words would not 
have been in vain in the Lord. There's no Expe- 
dient ſo effectual to warm our Hearts as an unre- 
mitted Endeavour to awaken the Love of a bleeding 
Saviour in the Breaſt of others. 

I am truly grieved at the Account of yourſelf. 
You know who has ſaid, „ will heal their Back- 
& ſlidings and love them freely ;** and dare we b 

iving way to Unbelief make the God of Truth a 
Liar Hear the Words of the Lord ſpoke by 
Feremiah, Ch. iii. 12. Return thou Backflidin 
& Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine Anger to fall 
« upon you, only acknowledge thine" Jaiguitics 
&« which thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord 
& thy God.“ 1 jp | 

Recommend 7enks's Victory of Chaſtity to Mr. 
***, and tell him, that though the Luſts of the 
Fleſh are inveterate Enemies, yet three Methods 
may be preſcribed for a Victory over them. 1. A 
believing Application of the Redeemer's Death. 
The Saints in Glory, once Men of like Paſſions 
with ourſelves, overcame through the Blood of the 
Lamb: He bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, that we being dead unto Sin, might live 
unto Righteouſneſs, 2. An habitual Reliance on 
the Spirit of God. If ye, through the Spirit, do 
mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall /:ve. 
Chrift by his Spirit acts on our depraved, polluted 
Hearts, as a Refiner's Fire, and as Fuller's Soap. 
3. An Improvement of the divine Promiſes, God has 
br | = | | a f glven 
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iven unto us exceeding great and precious Promi- 
ts; that by theſe we might be Partakers of a di- 
vine Nature, having eſcaped the Corruption that 
is in the World through Lat | 

Theſe tell Mr. *** to lay up in his Memory; 
on theſe let him meditate; and plead them before 
our heavenly Father in frequent, earneſt Prayer. 
And then let him be of Comfort, the Bleſ- 
ſing of Gad will be his Portion. Gad, a Troop 
ſhall overcome him, but He ſhall overcome at the 
laſt, See Gen. xlix. 19. 

Our dear Friend preſents his Love ; and wiſhes 
you may be very zealous for the Lord God of Hoſts. 
—You have conſtantly an Intereſt in my beſt 
Prayers, but I am utterly unworthy to approach 
the immaculate Purity and infinite Holineſs of the 

reat God ;—yet bleſſed be his adorable Name for 

eſus Chriſt, —Oh ! let us fly to Chriſt. Turn 
ie ye to this ſtrong Hold ye Priſoners of Hope.” 
Let us caſt our every Burthen upon the Lord Re- 
deemer ; have A8 into the Holieſt through his 
precious Blood; and truſt in his ever acceptable 
Interceſſion ; for he intercedes (delightful Truth !) 
he intercedes for TRANSGRESSORS. 


I am, dear Sir, Ec. 
James HERver, 


LETTER LXXVII. 


Dear Sir, 


M R. Hayward and Mr. Pyke's —— of Conſcience, 
e 
I 


are printed in two Volumes, the firſt of which 
I will lend, and here ſend you. I return you 


Smollett's Hiſtory of Englund and W:ft's Pindar 
with Thanks. How empty all theſe polite Pieces 
appear, compared with the ſacred Page | May this 
| | delight 
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delight our Taſte, for this alone can comfort our 

Heart. What I propoſed to write relating to the 

Subject of Viſiting on Sundays t, was executed the 

Beginning of laſt Week: Yet to ſay the Truth I 

am in ſome Meaſure backward to propagate and 

enforce it; becauſe, till People begin to taſte Some- 
thing of the Love of God, and find Delight in 

Chriſt Jeſus, ſuch Truths I doubt will only ſtartle, 

and make them dread Religion as burdenſome, 

— Thanks for the Veniſon. We cannot dreſs it 
To-day. All my Family are to be at Court this 
Morning: The King of Heaven has ſent poſitive | 
Orders, and will not excuſe either Man- Seryant or 
Maid-Servant.—Won't you give us your Com- 
pany in the Afternoon—when Mr. *** performs 
the whole Service at my Church ? I fancy you will 
not be diſappointed, nor unedified : He ſeems to 

haue a ready Utterance, a very good Voice, and a 
fervent Zeal for the Honour of Ch:iſt: May the 
Arrow of the Goſpel go forth from his Lips as the 
Lightning !—I hope, you will bring your Wife 
with you: Such lively Preaching as I expect, may 
be a Blefling to both of you. — Oh ! that Chritt 
may guide us with his Counſel, and warm us with 
his Love ;—make us uſeful in our Generation, 
and mete for his heavenly Kingdom! 

Why does our Friend talk of not accepting 
*##, becauſe it is a paultry Living? Surely he 
would not reckon that a paultry Thing, which gave 
him an Opportunity of preaching Chriſt, and win- 
ning Souls. If he did, He would not be able to 
ſay, with a certain Miniſter now in Glory, „I 
5 ſeek not yours, but you.” — The bleſſed Hope of 
that Glory is enough: Lord, ſtrengthen it, brighten 
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tom of viſiting on Sundays are printed in the ſame Vo- 
lume with his Sermons, | | 
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it, increaſe it ever more and more. Oh! that 
Miniſters may work for their dying Lord, while 
they have Health ; remembering, that Sickneſs may 
confine them to their Chamber, and Death will im- 
priſon them in the Grave.—God Almighty gives 


us Courage, that we may fight the good Fight of 


Faith, and Prudence, that we may not diſhonour 
our high Calling: E'er long Eternity receives us; 
and then we reſt from our Labours: Then we 
forget our tranſient Toil, amidſt innumerable A 

of Perfection, and Glory, and Joy.— For all this, 


not unto us, O Lord Jeſus, not unto vs, but unto 


thy Love, thy Righteouſneſs, thy Interceſſion be 
the Praiſe / 2 

What ſay you to my late well- meant Admo- 
nition ? Vou are not offended, I hope. We muſt 


be faithful to each other; or elſe how can we ex- 


pect to meet with Comfort, at the great Tribu- 
nal; to meet with Tranſport, amidft the Angels of 
Light? 

— have not heard from Biddiford: As ſoon as 
I receive Information, it ſhall be communicated to 
you.—And may the Lord fulfil that Promiſe to us 
both; I will inform thee, and teach thee, in the 
&« ay wherein thou ſhalt go.“ 


Pray have you got Dr. Armſtrong's Poem on 


Health ? It is highly extolled by Mr. Varton the 
Tranſlator of Virgil, 

with Him ſeems to comprehend all Excellency) a 
claſſical Performance. I ſhould like to peep upon 
it by way of Amuſement; for as to the Blefling it 
celebrates, I expect it not, till this vile Body is 
made like unto Chriſt's glorious Body: Blefled be 
God for this delightful Hope; may it every Day 
be brighter in you, and brighter in 

| your molt affectionate 


James Hervey. 
LE T- 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


Rev. and dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, Nov. 7, 1758. 


I Should be very ungrateful, if I did not thank you 
for your late Preſent; and for the many oblig- 
ing Things you are pleaſed to ſay of me and my 
ritings in your valuable Letter.— ] hope they'll 
be ſucceisful Advocates for the Furtherance of the 
Goſpel; and I am very ſorry to hear by you, as 
well as from ſeveral other of my Correſpondents in 
Scotland, that the Gentlemen of Letters in that 
Kingdom are deplorably gone off from the Sim- 
plicity and Truth of the Scriptures, and that the 
Socinian Tenets are gaining Ground apace.—I 
could wiſh, methinks, at this critical Juncture that 
Alſop's + Anti-Sozzo, which made its firſt Appear- 
ance 


+ Anti-Soxxo, or againſt Socinus (Fauſtus) a Native 


of Sienna, whoſe Italian Name was Soggo.— He wrote 


a Book about 1575, intitled De Feſu Chriſto Servatore, 
and died 1604; but his Sect was far from dying with 
Him.,—He held, that the Arians had given too much to 
E Chriſt; and aſſerted that He was mere Man, and 

ad no Exiſtence before Mary.— He denied, that the 
Holy Ghoſt was a diftin# Perſon, and alledged that 
the Name of Ged given to Jeſus Chriſt ſignifies no 
more than that God the Father had given him a /ove- 
reign Power over all his Creatures; and that in Con- 
ſequence of this Priuilege Men and Angels ought to 
adcre him. He denied the Redemption of Chriſt, af- 


firming that what He did for Men, was only to give 


them a Pattern of heraick Virtue, and to ſeal his Doc- 
trine by his Death. He held likewiſe other pernicious 
and erroneous Tenets; which are too tedioas here to 
mention.—In the Reign of King Charles the ſecond, 
theſe Socinian Tenets were gaining ground in Eng- 
land, when Mr. Al/op one of the awittieft, as well as 
one 
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ance in 1675, was judiciouſly abridged; and, in 
the neat Glaſgow T ype, reprinted in a duodecimo 


Velume—though 'tis almoſt a Pity to abridge it 
| (unleſs 


one of the 3% of Men in that Age, wrote this Book 
which he called Anti-Soxxo, in Oppoſition to the fun- 
damental Errors then maintained by ſome eminent 
| Divines, and in Vindication of the great Truths of 
the Goſpel.— His own Words extracted from his Pre- 
face to that Work (which he ſigned N. N. merely to 
avoid the Diſcovery of his true Name) are as follow. 
* If the Socinians oppole, every true Chriſtian ſhould 
«© defend the Goſpel of Jeſus Chris; for the Diſpute 
js not now about Decency and Order; about Fringes 
«« and Phylacteries; about the Tything of Mint, Aniſe 
and Cummin ; but about the [fluence of the Righ- 
«© teouſneſs of Chriſt's Life, and the Sacrifice of his 
„% Death, upon our Acceptance with God, about the 
* Intereſt of the Seed Spirit in the glorious Work 
% of the new Creation; whether Chriſt be a proper 
« Prieſt, or not? Whether as a Prieſt he offered him- 
1 ſelf as a 0 Sacrifice to God, or not? Whether 
% God and Man are reconciled, and we redeemed 
«© from the Curſe of the Law by the Blood of Jeſus, 
* or not?—Whether we are juſtified before the juſt 
e and holy God by our own Righteouſneſs, or by the 
* Righteouſneſs of a Mediator? — And in a Word, 
«© Whether the Death of Chriſt be the proper and im- 
% mediate Cauſe of any one ſingle Bleſſing, great or 
4 ſmall, of the Covenant of Grace? In which the 
% Concerns, all the eternal Hopes of every Chriſtian 
« are wrapt up; and wherein that he may not miſ- 
« take, and ſo finally miſcarry, as it is the unfeigned 
1% Defign of my writing this Book, ſo it is my earneſt 
«& Prayer. ; 

Mr. Vincent Alſop, and Mr. William Sherlock (af- 
terwards Doctor and Dean of Sr. Paul's) were Pu- 
pils at St, John's College Cambridge, under the ſame 


Tutor. 
But 
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(unleſs it was well executed) as the Mole is fo 
intereſting, and might be contained in rwe Duode- 
cimo Volumes, or even in one Octave Volume, if 
printed at Glaſgow. It is, I can aſſure you, a very 
ſmart Book, and one of the 5% Defences of the 
evangelical Doctrines I ever ſaw, or ever expect to 


But when Herlocł in a Secinian Bo k printed in 1674, 
' improperly intitled, A Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge 
of Teſus Chriſt, and our Union and Communion with him, 
had in Dro lery uſed ſuch indecent Expreiſions as the 
following, wiz. (Page 46 of the ſaid Book) © That 
the Juſtice of God hath glutted itſelf with Revenge 
cc in the Death of Chriſt, and ſo hence forward we 
„are ſure he will be very kind, as a revengeful Man 
« is when his Paſſion is over :” And in the next Page, 
expreſſed himſelf, ſtill more indecently, by ſaying that 
The Sum of which is his, chat God is all Love and 
* Patience, when he has taken his Fill of Revenge, 
« or as others uſed to ſay, the Devil is very good when 
« he is pleaſed.” When Mr. A//op read theſe Paſſages 
. he was ſhocked, and ſeeing Dr. Sherlock had no more 
Reverence to. the Majeſty of God, no more Regard to 
the Authority of Scriptures than to write as above, 
Mr. Alſip was determined to attack him, and to plead 
for Chriſt and his Truth here at the Foorftool, who 
pleads for us, according to his Truth, at the Throne. 
Nor was any Man better qualified than Him/eff, either 
to give a Check to a Man of Sherlock's Talents and 
imperious Diſpoſition ; or to the growing Petulancy 
of the then daily encroaching Profaneneſs.— On grave 
Subjects, he appeared, as he was, the truly reverend 
Mr. Alſop, and wrote with a becoming Seriouſneſs (ſee 
his Practical Godlinefs the Ornament of Religion, Octavo, 
publiſhed in 1696) but where Vit might properly be 
ſhewn, He diſplayed hig to great Advantage, as may 
be ſeen in his Anti-Sozzo, He died much reſpected and 
lamented. in May 1703. A fuller Account of Him 
and his Writings may be ſeen in the Briographia Bri- 
tannica, or Lives of the moſt eminent Men who have flou- 
riſhed in Great-Britain. | 

ſee, 
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ſee, even if my Life, which now draws very near 
its End, could be prolonged to the next Century. 
In ſhort, I think it an ꝝnanſiberable Perform- 
ance; and Divines of every Denomination would 
do well, to make themſelves thoroughly Maſters of 


this ſpirited and entertaining Writer; as they 


would then be able to defend the Truth as it is in 
Jeſus, againſt all kind of Opponents, how witty, 
keen, ſubtle, or malignant ſoever the Attack 
might be, I would therefore beg you to recom- 
mend this Book as a Specifick.againſt Socinianiſin; 
and uſe your Intereſt to have it forthwith reprinted 
at Glaſgow. . 
Glad I am to be informed, that you are ſo very 
zealous for the Honour and Intereſt of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.— What can make Mankind happy, 
but his Goſpel ?—What is worthy of our ſedu- 
lous Application, but his Intereſt? What will be 
a ſubſtantial Reward, but his Acceptance, Favour, 
and Love? t tene PHIL. a 


Jam now reduced to a State of Infant Weak- ; 


neſs, and given over by my Phyfician.—My grand 
Conſolation is to meditate on Chriſt— and I am 
hourly repeating thoſe Heart-reviving Lines of 
Dr. Young in his fourth Night. 


Trrs—only TH1s ſubdues the fear of Death :— 
And what is THIS? Survey the wond'rous CURE : 
And at EACH STEP let higher Wonder riſe ! 
1. Pardon for infinite Offence !—2. And Pardon 
Thro' Means that ſpeak its Value infinite !— 
3- A Pardon bought with Blood !—4. With 

| Blood divine! 
5. With Blood divine of him I made my Foe ! 
6. Perſiſted to provoke !—7. Tho? woo'd and aw'd, 
Bleſt, and chaſtiſed a flagrant Rebel ftill !— 
8. A Rebel*midft the Thunders of his Throne 
9. Nor I alone !—10, A Rebel Univerſe !— 

11. My 


u 
* 
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11. My Species up in Arms— 12. Not one exempt ! 
13. Yet for the Fouleſt of the Foul he dies! — 
14. Moſt joy'd for the Redeem'd from deepeſt 
| Guile — 
15. As if our Race was held of higheſt Rank; 
And, Godhead dearer, as more kind to Man. 


Theſe amazingly comfortable Lines, I dare ſay 
you will treaſure up in your Heart;—and, when 
you think of them, will think of me; and I 
hope, dear Sir, pray for me, that I may not diſ- 
race my Miniſtry, or diſhonour the Goſpel of my 
Maiter in my laſt Moments by Unbelief ;—baſe, 
provoking Unbelief |— This — is the 14ſt 
Time you will ever hear from me; for indeed 'tis 
with ſome Difficulty 1 have wrote now, but I ſhall 
not fail to remember you in my Interceſſions for my 
Friends at the Throne of Chriſt ;—and I humbly 
beg of God almighty, that the Love of his Son 
may ſweetly conſtrain you; and that his Promiſes 
may be ever operative on your Mind. I am, with | 
great Gratitude and much Eſteem, | | 


reverend and dear Sir, | 
your affectionate Brother in Chriſt, 
James Hgavasry. 


LETTER LXXX. 


My dear Friend, | | 
Incereſt Thanks for your benevolent Offices : 
May they, through our great High-Prieſt, and 
the Incenſe of his Atonement, go up as a Me- 
morial before God; not as a Demand, (we may 
obſerve) not as a Bill drawn upon Heaven, but only 
as a Memorial! 
| I had 
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J had a very reſtleſs Night; tore almoſt to Pieces 
by my Cough. Strange! that theſe flimſy Veſſels 
cun bear 1uch violent Straining ! that none of them 

will burſt, and let the battered Soul flip away, to 
her eternal Reſt in Chriſt ! | | 

— Here are two Setts of the Meditations, with 
which you may gratify ſome of your Aequaintance. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant, that they may pro- 
mote his Glory. Do not you often wiſh, often 
pray, that the ſame bleſſed Effect may be produced 
by your Book? We Authors ſhould not be like 
the Oftriches in the Wilderneſs, cruel and forget- 


ful of their Young: (Lam. iv. 3.) 
Alf you have Dr. Grey's Tranſlation of Haw- 


tins Browne's Latin Poem on the Immortality of 


the Soul, favour me with the Sight of it; it is a 
grand Subject ; it is aglorious Subject; and, when 
conſidered in Connection with Jeſus Chriſt; it is 
a delightful Subject. Oh that it may incite us to 
aim, “ not at the Things which are SEEN, for they 
are temporal; but at the Things, which are 
« NOT SEEN, * they are eternal.“ 4 

I have found the little Treatiſe, intitled Reco- 
tovery from Sickneſs, It is one of the moſt perti- 
nent and rational, the moſt animating and encou- 
raging, that I have ſeen on the Occaſion. Few 
—_— Pieces, I think, can be put into a fick 

erſon's Hand f. May the Lord God, omnipo- 
tent and gracious, accompany it with his Bleſſing / 

—[ am always complaining ; complaining of my 
poor Body, but I truſt more and more reſigned to 
the unerring and gracious Will of my Lord, 


+ The Title is, Recovery from Sickneſs, or 4 Preſent 
io one lately raifed from a dangerous Diſorder, contain- 
ing ſerious Reflections, Reſolutions, and Devotions, 
ſuitable to that Occaſion: Printed for Henderſon un- 
der the Royal Exchange, Price 4 d, 
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I beg, I intreat you, if you value the Honour 
of the Goſpel, that you will diſſuade thoſe polite 
Perſons you mention, from coming to hear me 
To-morrow. - My Spirits ſink more and more 
I am viſited with ſome Returns of my hacking 
Cough; perhaps, I ſhall not be able to ſpeak at 
all. Such diſagreeable Circumſtances will only 
expoſe me, and create in them very unpleaſing 
Ideas of what I ſhall deliver. My Imagination 
is gone. I am ſenſible my Sermons are flat, and 
my Voice ſpiritleſs.—Why therefore ſhould you 
bring Perſons sf Tafte to fee the Nakedneſs of the 
Land? The poor Country People love me ten- 
derly, and therefore bear with my Infirmities; elſe 
I ſhould no longer attempt to preach, even before 
them. I am now unfit to appear in the Pulpit. 

I hope Dr. Swan's Journey will be bleſſed to the 
Reftoration and Eſtabliſhment of his Health. I 
with I may never forget the Text, on which He 
heard the Miniſter of Meſton preach : I wiſh, we 
may all enjoy the Blefling compriſed and promiſed 
in it. [ will pray the Father, and he ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he nay abide 
„ with you forever.” - Don't you, my dear Friend, 
think of ſuch Things? talk of ſuch Things to 
your Lady, and inffrudt your Chiidren in ſuch 
Things ?—O ! let us remember, the Judge is at 
the Door, and Eternity is near. —I heartily wiſh 
Mrs, *** a ſpeedy Recovery, and a ſanctified Im- 
provement of her Affliction: See my dear Friend, 
how all Fleſh is Graſs; but Jeſus and his 
great Salvation endureth for ever : Here is indeed 
an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. The Text particularly 
kt for me and for you to meditate on, (viz. Hab. 
i. 2, 3-) I will preach on next Sunday.—Can any 
be more grand in itſelf, or more conſolatory to us 
Sinners f 


How 
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How go you on? Do you ſee any Opening in the 
Affair we laſt talked about? Are you come to any 
Determination? Remember Him, who ſees, this 
very Moment, all the Conſequenets of every Step 
we take; and who hath ſaid, in tender Compaſſion 


to our Ignorance, ** The Lord ſhall guide thee 


& continually.” —Pray, beware of precipitate Re- 
ſolutions, Felina lente. Whatever we do, whither- 
ſoever we go, may we ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
© This God is our God, for ever and ever; He 
„ ſhall be our Guide even unto Death,” My 
weak State of Body diſpirits my Mind, and ener- 
vates my Hand. — Oh! that I may be ſtrong in 
Faith, joyful through Hope, and rooted in Cha- 
. And not I only, but my dear Friend; whoſe 
am, | 


cordially and inviolab] y, while 

J. HERVEY, 
LETTER LXXXI. 

Dear bir: rt. 28, this. 
Lately received a Letter from my, very valuable 
Friend Mr. **, an Extract of which I here 
tranſcribe, as he has made fome juſt Remarks on 
Mr. Burnham's blameable Behaviour in refufmg the 
Help of a Phyſician, —| believe you can anſwer for 
me, that I ſhall never be guilty of that Fault; 
as I think altogether with the wiſe Son of Sirach, 
that the Lord hath created the Phyſician, and 


& that ſuch are to be regarded for the Uſes we may 
& have of them.—T he Lord likewile hath created 


„ Medicines out of the Earth, and he that is wiſe 
Et will not abhor them!“ Heclus xxxviii; i 


4 have (ſays my Correſpondent) been reading 
i Burnham's Pio Memorials, as it was publiſh 
Q 2 *« with 
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& with a recommendatory Preface by you, in Be- 
c half of his diſtreſſed Widow. The dying Be- 
& haviour of Dr. Andrew Rivet, Page 212, and 
6 Dr. Peter du Moulin, Page 263, charms me 
„ exceedingly.—Every Word has its Weight, 
© and ſhines like a well ſet Diamond in a Ring; 
& or as Solomon expreſſes it, like an Apple of Gold 
&« jn a Picture of Silver. Mr. Burnbam was un- 
& doubtedly an excellent Man; but He does not 
©« ſeem to come up to theſe in divine Knowledge. 
«© Methinks I don't ſo well approve of his refuſing 
« the Help of a PHysICIan, Page 431, and the 
« Slight with which he treated ſuch a Propoſal.— 
«© Tt does indeed ſhew, that He lived quite above 
ce the Fear of Death; but at the ſame Time it 
«© ſhews great Weakneſs of Mind. Life and Health 
« are Mercies in the Eſteem of Heaven; and the 
dying Chriſtian ought to eſteem every Thing as 
« Gop eſteems it. 13 ſuch an one deſires to 
& die; yet ſtill He ought to uſe every lawful 
& Means to live, to make the Will of God his own, 
„ and to be willing to continue even out of Hea- 
„ven, as long as his heavenly Father pleaſes, — 
„% The ſame Haalneſ of Mind appears in his deſir- 
& ing his Friends not to pray for his Life, and in 
e his being ſorry, that they made ſo much ads, 
% Page 433.— Had he requeſted them to pray for 
« Him importunately, yet in humble Submiſſion 
& to the Will of God; and to be ſure to acquieſce 
e jn it whether for Life or Death, methinks it had 
© been better, —An earneſt Deſire of a ſpeedy Diſ- 
&« ſolution has led ſome pious Martyrs, and ſome 
« dying Chriſtians too, into a Miftate, which it is 
© proper to take Notice of, but more proper to 

* avoid.“ | 
How do you approve of the following Method 
in converſing with the Survivors after the Loſs of 
' a dear Child, or Friend ?—It is merely a Sketch; 
yet 
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yet a due Regularity is preſerved by the three Di- 
viſions: And ſome of the Heads on each Diviſion 
are tobe enlarged upon oromitted, andothers added 
occaſionally.— The Uſe of ſuch Sketches may be 
ſeen in the Preface to Mr. Richards's + Hints for 
religious Converſation with the Affiifted ; whoſe Plan, 
though ſome of his Hints are not ſufficiently 
adapted to the Caſe deſcribed, I highly approve ; as 
it cannot but be ſerviceable to every Chriſtian, who 
is deſirous of entering intoſpiritual Diſcourſe : And 
more particularly to young Clergymen, who would 
do well to tranſcribe, ſtudy, and improve thoſe 
Hints ; as they are too often at a Loſs how to ex- 
hort, admoniſh, or comfort, as various Diſpoſi- 
tions, and Circumſtances require. When you 
ſend me your Opinion, make ſuch Alterations as 


oecur to you, 


The Conſolation. 
It is God's Will ;—who ſtill continues many 
Comforts to us.— 


His Will always wiſe, good, beſt. ; 

We ate his Creatures—He has a Right to us, as we 
have to our Cattle or Lands. | 

It is the Lord's doing—this was the Support of Eli, 


Job, Hezekiah. 


The Improvement. 


For us Men ſicken, and for us they die.“ (Dr, 
Young's Night Thoughts.) 

To wean our Hearts from the World, 

To ſet our Affections there, where true Joys are 


to be found. 
To excite us with greater Diligence to prepare for 


our own great Change. 


+ This is to be had at Rivington's (ſecond Edition) 
Price 64. or 2/. 25. per Hundred. 
Q 3 Our 
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Our own Preparation. 


The only Preparation is to ſecure the Fayour of 
Chriſt, and an Intereſt in his Merits, by which 
we are pardoned, and juſtified, 

A Participation of the Spirit of Chriſt, by which 
we are made it for Heaven. 


1 hope you remember, not without a pleaſing 


Mixture of Gratitude and Joy, your divine, yet 


bleeding Lord: I hope you feel a more comfortable 
Truf?, that your Sins are dene a:vay through that 
all-atoning Blood; and that you pray with a more 
ſteady Faith for that moſt bleſſed Spirit, which 
was ſealed to our Enjoyment i in the holy Sacrament, 
of which we were ſo lately Partakers. 

I defire you will enter into ſome ſpiritual Con- 
verſation with the Bearer, whom J have recom- 
mended to you ; .you will then ſee the more than 
rocky Hardneſs of the human Heart, and the ab- 
ſolute need of Prayer, and almighty Grace, in or- 


der to make it ſuſceptible of ſaving Impreſſions. 


dare ſay you will draw ſeveral uſeful Concluſions 
from this 1 though your Attempts for his 
Benefit, I fear, will prove ineffectual. 

A Gentleman Yeſterday told a Story, well at- 
teſted, which you'll be pleaſed to hear, as it ſhews 
in a very ſtrong Light the uſe of thoſe Paſſages of 
Scripture, which the unthinking are too apt to 
conſider as 1 eleſs. A certain Libertine, of a moſt 
abandoned Character, happened accidentally to 
ſtrole into a Church, where he heard the ji/7h 
Chapter of Geneſis, importing that ſo long lived 
ſuck and ſuch Perſons, and yet the Concluſion 
was they died. Enos lived 905 Years, and he died 
Seth 912, and he died HAethuſelab 96, and he 
died. The frequent Repetition of the Words, He 


died e the great Lge of Years 
| they 


N 


(#1 

they had lived) ftruck him ſo deeply with the 
Thought of Death, and Eternity, that it changed 
his whole Frame. He attended the remaining Part 
of the divine Service with the utmoſt 3 
ent Home and prayed earneſtly to God for For- 
giveneſs, and the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit; — 
and became from an infamous Libertine, a moſt 
exemplary Chriſtian.— By this Chapter we ſee, 
| how ſoon Youth, Health, and all worldly Delights 
muſt end: This to a worldly-minded Man, caſts a 
Damp upon all theſe deſirable Things; but to a 
Soul acquainted with Chriſt, and in Affection re- 
moved from hence already, no Thought is ſo ſweet 
as this. —Enss died, Seth died, Methuſelab died, 
and (bleſſed be God for the Privilege of Death) ſo 
ſhall I.—It helps much to carry us chearfully 
through Wreſtlings and Difficulties, through bet- 
ter and worſe, We ſee the Land of Promiſe near; 
ue ſhall quickly paſs Jordan and be at Home, — 
There will be an End of the many Vexations of 
this Life, -an Endof Sin—an End of Temptations 
mu, an End of Prayer itſelf; to which will ſucceed, 
new Songs of endleſs Praiſes. Oh let us often reflect 
on what St. Peter advances. ©* The End of all 
Things is thercfore at hand, be ye ſober and 
« watch unto Prayer.” (1 Pet. iv. 7.) 

I hope you will wel! weigh this, —and introduce 
Piritual Diſcourſe whenever a fair Opportuni y 
preſents.—Set your Face as a Flint amongſt the 
Great—Eſtabliſh your Heart as a Rock; and 
let Nothing, Nothing divert you from furthering 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, wherever you yourſelf have 
any Intereſt.—It is like plunging into cold Water 
perhaps at fitſt, but afterwards comes a Glow all 
over you. Remember what I now ſay, ſhould you 
live thirty or forty Years longer, yet when you 
come to die, take my Word for it you will wiſh 
you had converſed more on, and far Chriſt. 


Q 4 — am 


r 


—I am ſatisfied from the ſacred Oracles, as 
clear as Light, concerning the Origin of Evil. 
And if any one, without having Recourſe to Re- 
velation, can ſatisfactorily ſolve that Queſtion, 
Erit mihi magnus Apollo. — My dear Friend, & let 
the Word of Chriſt dwell in us richly.” 

Thanks for the Uſe of Warten's and Pitt's 
Virgil. All the Syrens ſing in his Lines ; but the 
JOYFUL SOUND is no where heard. Was the Ear 
of our Soul tuned aright, there would be more 
Muſick in this one Sentence from the King of Hea- 


ven, „I have called you Friends,” (John xv. 15.) 


than in all the Iiad, and all the Æneid. 
I am ever and 
affectionately your's, 


JAMES HERVYE x. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, Sept. 20, 1755. 
OU threaten to put my Patience to the Trial, 
by a very long Letter of ſcriptural Criticiſms. 
I ſhall only reply; Oh that my Patience may ſup- 
port all other Trials with the ſame Complacency 
and Chearfulneſs, as I am perſuaded it will ſup- 
port itſelf under this /—Your Obſeryations 1 
very much yalue, and take a ſingular Pleaſure in 
reading. The Lord Jeſus enable yoy to multiply 
them, and me to profit from them! and help us 
Loth to love his holy Name, ever more and more 
I ͤ am entirely of your Opinion with Regard to 
the Worth, the ineſtimable Worth of the preſent 
Life; eſpecially when there is a comfortable Pro- 
ſpect of being 1ſ ul in our Generation, This 
State affords the enly Opportunity of doing Good 
to immortal Souls. The Dead ſerve. not 2 
he EIS Wa 2 Oe * 
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Lord in the Work of the Goſpel, The Living. 
the Living only, are intruſted with the precious 
Office of turning Sinners from Darkneſs to Light; 
therefore the Living ſhould value this diſtinguiſhe 
Prerogative at a high Rate.— Perhaps, you think, 
that I was the Writer of Mr. Burnham's Life. — 
From a Queſtion propoſcd to me very lately by a 
Clergyman, I fancy, that others think the ſame +, 
but I neither was the Author, nor do I know the 
Author's Name. | 
I have ſent you the third Edition of Theron and 
Aſpaſio; vau will obſerve, that I have made ſome 
Alteration in Dialogue xvi; and that I till adhere 
to my firſt Opinion, with regard to Faith. I affure 
myſelf, you can bear with me, though I ſhould 
continue in this particular Point, to vary ſome- 
what from your way of thinking. I ſhall be truly 
zlad and thankful, if you will examine me with 
che Rigour of a Critick, and muſter up againſt my 
Doctrine the ſtrongeſt Objections you can con- 
ceive; for I do earneſtly wiſh, and frequently pray, 
that not any Notion of mine, but the holy Truth 
of God may prevail.—You will alſo obſerve, what 
Advantage I have made of your Remark on Vi- 
tringa's Interpretation of I. xxx. 18. 
I ſhall expect your Animadverſions on Mr. Mar- 
Hall with ar re and, though he is my Coun- 
ſellour, my Comforter, and my Favourite, I truſt 
I ſhall not be blind to his Faults, nor refuſe to ſee 
his Miſtates. May the Wiſdom of Heaven guide, 
direct, and teach, 
Dear Sir, your. affectionate and 
ö : obliged Friend, &c. 


+ Mr. Hervey was ſolicited to write the Preface to 
Burnham's Picus Memorials, which he complied with 
as an Act of Compaſſion to the Widow, who thought 
his Name might promote the Sale of the Book for her 


Benefit, | 
ä LE T- 


U an } 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


My dear Friend, W:/ton- Favell, Oct. 23, 1755. 


Have received, and am very much obliged for 
your Remarks on Mr. Marſhall's Treatiſe of 
Sanctification x. They are truly judicious; and ſe- 
veral of them command my Aſſent: You will 
wonder to ſee, how ſtrongly I have recommended 
this Book in the third Volume of my Theron and 
Aſpaſio, p. 336, of the third Edition. It has been 
eminently bleſſed to my own Soul: There is no 
religious Treatiſe I read, which does me more 
Good. Pray be ſo kind as to execute what you 
propoſed—Shew me how Mr. Marſpall's Method 
may be improved, for I would gladly tread in, his 
Steps on this Account, as well as on others, that I 
may have an Opportunity of acknowledging his 

Miſtakes, and cautioning my Reader. 
Downame's + N Warfare, againſt the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſh, I will immediately 
endeavour 


Mr. Hervey's Words are—** It has been made 
* one of the moſt uſeful Books to my own Heart. I 
«« ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpiritual Conſolation and 
„ Strength from the Peruſal of it; and, was I to be 
« baniſhed into ſome. de/e/ate Iſland, poſſeſſed only of 
e aue Books beſides my BIBLE, this ſhould be one of 
««© the two; perhaps the ir I would chooſe.” 

+ Downame's Chriſtian Warfare, was recommended to 
Mr. Hervey by one of the moſt learned Men of the 
preſent Aye in theſe Words: —“ It was fr? publiſhed 
« in Queen Elizabeth's Time, but mine is the fourth 
«« Edition, printed in 1634.—T think it one of the 
« beſt Pieces of practical Divinity extant ; and I be- 
„ eve you will ſay of it, as David did of Goliath's 
« Sword, There is zone /ife it. His Language is as 
« pure as, his Doctrine; eſpecially when we —_— 

60 the 
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endeavour to procure. I ſhould be glad, if you 
would point out other excellent Books. I am ſome- 
times aſked to give a Friend or a Student a Cata- 
logue of the moſt excellent Authors ( particularly 
of religious Authors +.) To do this, ſeems to be 
a valuable Piece of Service, eſpecially as it is ſoun- 
happily neglected by the Conductors of our youth- 
ful Studies. 

Your laſt Paragraph is particularly kind and 
obliging : But, however, your Beneyolence may 
regard and repreſent it, I ſhall always efteem and 
acknowledge itas a ſingular Favour to receive your 
critical Obſervations. In which, as in the Threads 
made of Silk and Gold, there is always a moft 
agreeable Mixture of Learning and Devotion, 


© the Time it was written; and He uſes every Term 
«© ſo properly, that Jehnſen in his Engliſh Dicti 
«« might very well have appealed to his Authority. 
« He is as clear as the Sun; and no Reader, who 
«« gives any Attention to what he reads, can poflibly 
4 miſtake him.—'Tis much to be wiſhed this valu. 
„able Book was reprinted.” See Mr. Hervey's Re- 
marks on the reprinting Authors of the laſt Century, 
Page 126 of this Volume. | 
+ Mr. Hervey a little before he died, had began to 
digeſt a Catalogue of this Kind, ranged under differ. 
ent Heads, giving a ſhort Character, and ſhewing the 
diſtinguiſhing Excellency, and particular Uſe of each 
Author ; which Catalogue He propoſed to have pub. 
liſhed in a ſeparate Piece.—This Deſign of it might, 
in ſome Meaſure, be ſupplied, if his Sentiments on 
all the Books mentioned in the Courſe of his Writings 
were extracted (the Page from whence taken being no- 
ticed) and printed in the /ame Size as his other Works, 
in an Eighteen-Penny Pamphlet: The Reader might 
then ſee at one View every Thing, that Mr. Hervey 
has wrote of this Kind; and, by the Help of an Index 
at the End, might immediately refer to the Character 
— AAA | 
þ N a Pray 
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Pray what do you apprehend to be the Meaning 
of St. Paul? 1 Cor. ix. 26. vr e a&@-. Dr. Dod- 
dridge tranſlates the Paſſage thus: Not as one 
« who is to paſs undiſtinguiſhed.” In the fame 
Chapter, Verſe 23, another Difficulty occurs, us 
ah · autre YEYWH 1 Cor. xii. 31. Dnd ert de r 
apo T xpilroxz. Dr. Doddridge underſtands as 
a Reprehenſion, not as an Encouragement. He tranſ- 
lates the Words, „Ve contend earneſtly about 


« the beſt Gifts;“ and interprets the Clauſe, 


<« envying, and it may be, detracting from the ſu- 


e perior Endowments of others.” Is this right? 


See Chap. xiv. 1.—I am at ſome Lofs to make out 
the P ropriety of To xb nuwy yeroypaPoy, Col. 11. 14. 
How 1s the Hand- writing of Ordinances ſaid to 
be contrary to us? The ceremonial Law, which, I 
fuppoſe is meant by do, was not contrary to, 
but prometive of the Comfort and Peace of the 
Jewiſh Worſhippers. The moral Law indeed 
tpoke Terror, and nothing but Terror to impo— 
tent Man: But the Law of Sacrifices and Waſh- 
ings brought the glad Tidings of Atonement and 
Purification, which muſt be very confolatory. 
What is the preciſe Signification of F, ne 
epoon woes Do they refer to any Uſages, cuſto- 
mary and current in thoſe Times? 

Let me now ſubmit to your Examination a ver 
ſingular Criticiſm or two of Father Houbigant's, 
on Iſaiab ii. 22. He ſays, Non dubitamus, quin 
„ fuerit olim ſcriptum, m an r>22 e, Nam altitu- 
4 dinem flatu dejicit. Homo, cujus ſpiritus eſt 
in natibus ejus, eſt ipſe filius hominis, Meſſias, 
© de quo in toto hoc capite vaticinatur Jeſaĩas. 
% Quem Mefiam Judzi, nifi violare timent, mo- 
& nct cos non impune laturos. Quia Meſſias: 
„ homo factus, volvit naribus ventos & tempeſta- 
« tes, quibus ipforum & urbem & . 

fit 


— 
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« ſit everſurus.” Again, Chap. iii. to. he ſays, 
pTy max: © Plerique, poſt vulgatum, dicite juſto, 
„ qua interpretatione peccant dupliciter. Nam 1. 
& legitur p juſtus vel juſtum, non p juſto. 
© 2. Parum ad rem terribilibus minis, quæ ante- 
e ceflerunt & quæ ſequuntur, interſeritur iſte 
«© ſermo ad juſtum habitus. Nobis ſatis eſt w 
4 pro rx. Nempe erat futurum, ut Judæi juſtum 
6c „ Romaniſque vinctum traderent,” — 
His Verſion is, „ Alligant juſtum, quia bonus 
«« eſt,” —You will begin to think, that our Au- 
thor is extremely fond of the ſpiritual Senſe, and 
defirous to find Chriſt, or Chriſtian Sentiments in 
every Place: But he is ſeldom (however it has hap- 
pened in the aforecited Texts) liable to err on his 
Side of the Queſtion. Hear what he remarks on 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 24. py ] vn Bn bn © Agitur 
© prada exercitus Aſſyriorum, poſt eorum fugam, 
„ dividenda inter eos, qui vicinis in locis habi- 
„% tant, Nihil ad eam prædam iniquitas: nihil 
etiam ad antedicta, qui habitat in ca, Nam es, 
de qua habitatione dicatur, neſcitur. Nihil de- 
* nique ad rem wn, æger ſum. Non promiſerat 
« Deus, nullos fore in regione ægrotos, aut in 
s lecto jacentes tum, cum dividenda effet præda. 
«© Sed omnia plana & commoda erunt, ſi pro wn, 


« legas 2, prohibitus ſum; ſi pro na, a2 in 
eis, ſi denique pro py, legas ry prædam ſuam. 


© u n 207 Bn 1953 By mw Davy, Non dicet vici- 
& nus, prohibitus ſum z populus qui habitabit apud 
<« eos, tollet przdam ſuam. Quibus Verbis præ- 


4 qunciatur, prædam de Aﬀſyriis fore tantam, ut 


„ omnes licentiam habituri ſint prædandi, & ab- 
„% ducendi domum prædas ſuas.“ 

« Hof. vi. 3. , & cognoſcamus. Parum 
« commode cognoſcamus, ubi ſequitur, & perſe- 
„ quamur cognitionem. Propterea non dubita- 
„mus, quin Oſee ſcripſerit mym, & conveniamus, 

4 ut 


1 


© ut deinde apte veniat; & ſequamur, five ctrra- 
4 mus ad cognoſcendum Dominum.” The next 
Verſe he thus tranſlates : «« Quid faciam tibi, 
« Ephraim, quid faciam tibi, Juda, ut adſit vobis 
4 Miſericordia, velut matutina nubes, & ut res 
© qui mane effunditur? Certe ego, quod volui, 
4c feci Prophetis tuis 4 interfeci eos per Verba Oris 
4 mei, & ex judiciis de te meis Lux orietur.” He 
changes ayn into ven. 

I was not a little puzzled about Jer. xviii. 14. 
Houbigant, according to his Cuſtom, firſt alters, 
then interprets; thus he would read the Paſſage : 
Au p. n WMV BR.AM2S HwTw Tn 20% ey „An 
« deſerit calx Pætram, vel nix Libanum? An re- 
tc linquunt aquæ ſcaturientes defluxus curren- 
tc t ĩum aquarum !“ 

When you have Leiſure and Inclination for cri- 
tica] Studies, 1 ſhall be greatly obliged for your 
Opinion on theſe Points; as I am tor your very 
friendly and very ſolid Defence of me in the Lon- 
don Magazine —May the King of Saints proſper 
the Works of your Pen, and return the Acts of 
your Kindneſs into your own Boſom Let me 
once more beg of you to direct me to'the moſt im- 
proving Books, you have met with. No longer 
ago than Yeſterday, a young Clergyman, whom I 
had never ſeen before, made me a Viſit, and at- 
tended a Lecture which I gave my Pariſh in Ve 
ton Church on a Wedneſday Evening, at Seven 
o'Clock., An amiable Gentleman truly! He ſeems 
mighty well inclined ; wonders, that his Brethren 
don't make edifying Subjects, ſuch as Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification, the favourite Topicks of 
their Diſcourſe. Now I don't know, what more 
ſubſtantial Service I could do ſuch a Perfon, than 
to recommend to his Study ſome proper Books. 
The Tidings therefore of a judicious evangelicat 


Author with a little Sketch of his Character and 
| diſtin⸗ 


[29 ] 
diſtinguiſhing Excellency, might be a Bleſſing to 
others, and a Bleſſing to — elf. A Favour, a wel- 
come Favour, I am very ſure, it would be to, 


Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly affectionate Friend, Sc. 
JAMES Hervey. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


My dear Friend, Weſlon- Favell, Dec. 13, 1755. 


I Received your laſt valuable Favour in due Time. 
I ſhould have made my Acknowledgments ſooner, 
but I ſtaid to get the encloſed little Pamphlet +, 
| which I want much to have you peruſe, and to 
| have your Opinion concerning it. There ſeems 
| to me, to be much good Senſe and ſolid Argu- 
ment, much more than I apprehend, could have 
been produced on the Occaſion.— I read your Re- 


+ We are obliged to Mr. Hervey's Correſpondent 
for the following explanatory Note and Remark, vix. 
« This was alittle — on the Marks and Cvidencer 
*« of Faith, wrote by one Cad worth of Norwich, on 
* the Antinomian Side of the Queſtion ; I wrote Mrs 
« Hervey along Anſwer to this little Piece which in one 
of his Letters to me he calls, My moft mafferly Piece of 
„ Controverſy. don't know but it may be proper to 
take Notice here, that Mr. Hervey was of ſo generous 
«« a Temper, that where he thought an Author wrote 
«« ſenſibly, he would commend him, though he by 
** no Means approved of his Sentiments; having no 
il Deſigns himſelf, he ſometimes did not ſufficiently 
guard againſt the ill Deſigns of others. Of this 
„ his Letters to Cudworth are an Evidence: There I 
* think he Hould not have been ſo open. We muft 
*© beware of Men: and be w/e as Serpents, as well as 


* harmleſs as Doves.” 


— — —— — — 


marks 


1 » ma 
marks with great Attention; and I humbly truft 
that God will execute the Office, and accompliſh 
the Bleſſing mentioned in the Portion of Scripture, 
which gave a Reliſh to our Breakfaſt this Morn- 
ing. 


yu BIR 157, Pſalm xciv. 10. 


J read the Paſſage in a ſmall Hebrew Bible with- 
out Points; and the firſt Word of the Verſe ſeemed 
to me, not n, but 4on, which, in my Opinion, 

ields the beſt Senſe : He that made, upholds, eſta- 
Jes the Nations, &c. T have conſulted Houbi- 
gant, but he makes no Alteration. 

Indeed we have Need of divine Teaching. 
Amidſt the Variety of Opinions, which ever did, 
and perhaps ever ww: ſubſiſt in our imperfect 
State, He only, who is the wonderful Counſellor; 
poſſeſſes the unerring Clue. A Letter from Dum- 


— 


ferline in Scotland, received by the laſt Poſt; and 


written by a Stranger, informs me, that, upon the 
Doctrine of Sanctification, there is a Standard- 
Back; and this Standard-Book, he adds, is: Mar- 
ſhalPs Goſpel Myſtery. —Mr. Moſes Browne tells me, 
he is publiſhing a little Piece of Poetry, intitled 
Percy Lodge, the Duke of Samerſet's Seat, wrote 
at the Deſire of the late Nuke and Ducheſs in the 
Year 1749. Had they lived, poor Browne would 
have met with the Encouragement He deſerves: 
They loved Him, and fully intended to have ſerved. 
Him. When it makes its Appearance, I will des 
fire you to accept of a Copy: 


I am, Ee. 


Janzs Hervey, 


L E T- 


[ 247 J 


LETTER LXXXV. 


Dear Sir, Wefton- Favell, March 3, 1156, 


IN a preceding Letter, I begged your Solution of 

ſome ſcriptural Difficulties. As you always 
uſed even to prevent my ExpeQations, in a free 
and ſpeedy Communication of your valuable Sen- 
timents; and, as I have not enjoyed that Pleaſure 
for a long Seaſon, I am under ſome Apprehen- 
ſions, that either you are viſited with Sickneſs, or 
my Diſpatches have met with a Miſcarriage. I 
hope, after the Receipt of this, you will find ſome 
Way to relieve me from my Perplexity. 

Reading Yeſterday, Exod. xiv. —— there 
was ſome Appearance of Tautology in Verſe 7, 
Heb. If in either of the Clauſes we might ren- 
der the Word 2m by Horſemen, this ſeeming Im- 
propriety would be avoided. It would alſo more 


exactly agree with mum 257 in the 28th Verſe,—- 


Is not our Method of tranſlating Verſe 20, ſome- 
what forced, and hardly reconcileable with the 
Genius of the Original Language ? 

Hab. iii. 5. 11 T7» 19959. This Sentence alſo em- 
borraſſed me a little. How does it, as tranſlated in 
the Engliſh Bible, agree with the Hiſtory ? Is there 
any Account or any Hint, that the Peſtilence 
went before the Lord, when he deſcended on Mount 
Sinai? There went indeed a wonderful Word, 
"27 To d:apr\nouerey On nue — Does this Paſſage 
refer to the Plagues inflicted on the Iſraelites, for 
their Murmuring and Rebellion? I think not, be- 
cauſe the ſacred Hymn appears calculated for the 
Encouragement of the People, whereas this Cir- 
cumſtance would rather depreſs their Spirits. Does 
it point at the Plagues and the Vengeance exe- 
cuted on the Egyptians? This, I believe, is moſt 

Vo. II. R probable, 
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probable, and perhaps, affords us the true Mean- 
ing of the Paſſage. —Pray, favour me, if you have 
Health and Leiſure, with your Opinion, which, I 
aſſure you, is highly valued, and always thankfully 
received by, 

Dear Sir, 


your obliged, and 
affectionate Friend, &c. 
James HEeRveyr, 


What precedes was written before the Reccipt 
of your laſt, 

1 thank you, dear Sir, for your Letter, and thank 
you doubly, becauſe it is long. I received it on 
coming from my Wedneſdays Evening Lecture 
— have read one Sheet, and entered upon the ſe- 
cond, but am now called down to Family Prayer. 
I ſhall add no more, only let me defire you to 
favour me with the Criticiſms you mention. I 
beſeech the bleſſed God to eſtabliſh your Health 
and prolong your Life, that you may enrich me, 
and others with many of your Letters, and much of 
your Knowledge. 


rn LIXXSVT 
My dear Friend, : Saturday Morn. 


] Congratulate you on the e erer of your 


little Tract, and the uncommon Demand for it +. 
Ineſi ſua Gratia Parvis, is a Maxim of more Wil- 
dom and Weight than we eaſily apprehend, May 
the Bleſſing of our Lord Jefus Chriſt accompany 
it, always and in all Places I muſt defire you to 


+ Dr. Stenhouſe's Friendly Advice to a Patient, and 
Directions for the Uninſtructed. 


excuſe 


1 243 J 


excuſe my waiting upon you. The Seaſon is ſo 
rigorous, I am afraid to ſtir abroad. I queſtion, 
whether I ſhall have Courage to venture to Col- 
lingtree Tomorrow. You know I am one of the 
Snail-kind, both in Travelling, Reading, and 
Writing. My Thanks to Mr. Fenwick; I have 
juſt peeped upon his + Work: I fear it will be 
thought by the World, too finely ſpun,—You 
once aſked my Opinion concerning Dr. Grey's laſt 
Words of David divided according to the Metre. 
I had not then read it with due Attention: I lately 
peruſed it very carefully, and am charmed with 
the Importance of his Correction and the Beauty 
of the Paſſage, as it ſtands amended by that judi- 
cious Critick. Though I muſt own, I don't ad- 
mire the Alteration ſuggeſted by Biſhop Sherlock, 
in his Letter to Dr. Grey, A Sun ſhall riſe. as 
e the Morning,” ſeems to have very little Spirit, 
and leſs Propriety : Is it not bordering upon Idem t 
per 1dem? What is the Morning, but the riſing of 
the Sun? Aſk our accurate Friend's Opinion, If 


+ Thoughts on the Hebrew Titles of the Pſalms, en- 
deavouring to diſcover their Meaning, and point out 
their Uſe. Price 15. 64. 

t Biſhop Sherlock ſays, (fee Page 23, of Dr. Grey's 
laſt Words of David,) In tha compariſon 12 Tx2 ce-or 
boker, &c, which you render, Sicut Lux matutina, 
oriente Sole; it would ſtrike me more to read orietur 
Sol.—The Senſe then would be (taking the Sun to be 
an Image, or Character of the jusr One.) This 
Sun ſhall be like the kind gentle Light of the Morn- 
ing, free from Clouds, and when the Earth, refreſhed 
by kind Showers, is putting forth freſh Verdure.— 
The Paſſage is beautiful, and gives an Idea of a Sun 
that never ſcorches, but is ever gentle, and ſhining 
with a genial Heat: A Sun WITH HeaLinG UNDER 
HIS WiNGs, 


2 N R 2 K = the 
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the other + Paſſages of Scripture, mentioned by 
Dr. Grey in the Front of this little Piece, as what 
he ſoon intends to publiſh, as are valuably reſtored 
and as elegantly interpreted as this, the Suppreſ- 
ſion of them will be a great Loſs.—I will, on 
your Encouragement, go on with my Bock in my 
piddling Way. Happy if my own Heart may be 
impreſſed with the evangelical Truths, even tho” 
they ſhould reach, as handled by this Pen, no 
farther.—I had like to have forgot Mr, ***'s 
Letter: And if I had forgot it, you might juſtly 
wonder at my Stupidity, What a Man is He!“ 
Surely the Age does not produce a more genuine 
Copy of his divine Maſter. What a Letter has 


1 Theſe Paſſages are intitled, T he Voice of the feet 


Singers of Iſrael, 
Being, 


The Book of Lamenta- 
tions. | 
The Canticles, or Song 
of Songs. 

The Bleſling of Jacob, 
Gen. xlix. 

The Bleſſing of Moſes, 
Deut. xxxiii. 

The Song of Mies, 


Exod. Xv. 


The Song of Jaiab, 
Chap. v. 

The Prayer cf Habba- 
kuk, Chap. iii. 

The Prophecy of Ba- 
laam, Numb. xxiii. 

The Laimentation of Da- 
vid over Saul and 
Tonathan, 2 Sam. 1. 

The laſt Words of Dawid, 
2 Sam. xxili. | 


The Song of Deborah, 
abi . The Prayer of Hannah, 
1 Sam. ii. | 


With other poetical Parts of the Old Teſtament, 
divided according to the Metre.—To which will be 
added, Notes critical and explanatory, ſerving both to 
reſtore the Text, and to give Light to many Parts of 
it hitherto obſcured. The Book of Feb thus divided, 
with the Song of Mo/es, Deut. xxxiii. Dr. Grey has 
already publiſhed, Price 75s. 64. printed for Auſten, in 
Newgate-Street, London As likewiſe, Au eaſy Method 
of Learning Hebrew without Points, Price 65, n 

©. 
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He wrote! what Dignity of Sentiment! what 
true Greatneſs of Soul | what Openneſs of Heart ! 
what Boldneſs of Speech, and Juſtneſs of Reproof, 
ſweetened with what Love! tempered with what 
Humility ! How I love the excellent Man! was 
not your Soul aſhamed, while you read it? —and 
did not your Heart burn within you, as the Diſ- 
ciples did when talking with Chriſt in their Way 
to Emmaus? | | 
I am really afraid to read Spenſer's Fairy Queen. 
He is, in Fancy ſuperior, perhaps, to every Poet, 
et ſo luſcious in ſome of his Repreſentations, 
which I have caſually dipped upon, that it is im- 
poſſible, for ME atleaſt, to advert to them, without 
catching Contagion. His Pictures of this Sort, 
are drawn with a good Deſign. He makes his 
Heroes, Victors of the ſoft Allurements. But, I 
believe, few Minds are ſo caſe-hardened againſt 
ſenſual Pleaſure, as not to receive diſadvantageous 
Impreſſions. I am, therefore, determined never to 
look into it again; never to gather the Honey of 
Poetry from the Briars of Contamination. ** Flee 
“ Temptation,” is the Advice of an inſpired 
| Apoſtle; and I will pay the due Regard to it, I 
am, dear Sir, with great Reſpect, your moſt obliged, 
and very affectionate Servant, 


J. HERVEV. 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, April 5, 1750. 
WIEN you meditate on Hoſea iv. 6 and 7. 
[namely, my People are deſtroyed for Lack 

of Knowledge; becauſe thou haſt rejected Know- 
ledge I will alſo reje& Thee, that thou ſhalt be no 
Pricſt to me; ſeeing thou haſt forgot thy Chil- 
R 3. dren ; 


— 
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dren : As they were increaſed, ſo they ſinned againſt 
me, therefore will I change their Glory into 
Shame. When I ſay you meditate on this terri- 
tying Text, compare it with Hoſea xi. 8 arid 9 — 

li. 9 and 12.—xiv. I and 2. [namely, How ſhall 
J give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, 
Jrael? How ſhall I make thee as Admah ? How 

all I ſet thee as Zeboim? Mine Heart is turned 
within me, my Repentings are kindled together, 
I will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine Anger, 
I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for I am 
God and not Man, the holy one in the Midſt of 
thee, Hoſea xi. 8 and g.] 

In the next Paſſage Chriſt ſhews the only Reme- 
dy for our Miſery [namely, O Vrael, thou haſt de- 
ſtroyed thy/elf, but in ME is thine Help. —The Ini- 

uity of Ephraim is bound up; his Sin ts hid, 
bi xiii. 9 and 12, ] 

n the 4% Paſſage is preſcribed the Method of 
applying the Remedy to your own Soul [namely,_ 
O Ifrael, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
i haſt fallen by thine Iniquity.—Take with you 
| Words, and turn to the Lord and ſay unto him, 
Þ take away all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, 
| | ſo will we render the Calves of our Lips (or ſpiri- 
| tual Sacrifices of the Heart, not Calves with Horns 
4 and Hoofs) Hoſea xiv. 1 and 2.] 

L Pray take theſe Texts into frequent Confidera- 
tion, or elſe you will do a THREEFOLD Injury, 
viz. to the divine Mercies, —to the Redeemet's 
| Merits,—to your own Comfort. \ 

| Be it that Guilt is great: Vet is it boundleſs ? 
4 Is it infinite, like the Kindneſs of God through 
1 _ Chriſt? —Remember what Meſſage our Lord ſent 
4 to Peter after his Fall; what Offers he made at 
Feruſalem, after it had murdered the Prince of 


Peace; how eminently uſeful and happy he made | 
f avid, 


m - . —_ 
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David, after the Commiſſion of + enormous Crimes. 
—He is the ſame gracious, long-ſuffering, Sin-for- 
giving God, to Day, Yeſterday, and for ever, 
Beware, dear Sir, that you add not Unbelief (the 
greateſt of Sins, the moſt provoking of Sins, the 
moſt deſtrudtive of Sins,) to all your other Offences, 
—We have trampled upon the divine Laws, and 
defiled our own Souls; but let us not charge the 
divine Declarations with FAL$SHooD, let us not 
make our Gop a Liar.—l am ſure God loves you, 
and Chriſt intercedes for you: Elſe whence this 
Searching of your Heart, this Acknowledgment 


+ The celebrated Dr. Delaay in his very entertain- 
ing Work, intiled the Hiforical Account of the Life and 
Reign of David, has this Reflection. 

Happy for Mankind, that there is ſuch an Inſtance 
an authentick Inſtance) of falling Virtue and recover- 
ing Guilt An Inſtance ſo fitted to mortify the Vani- 
ty of Virtue, and the Merit of exalted Piety, and to 
raiſe the Power and Price of humble Penitence ; to 
abate the Pride of Self-ſufficiency, and ſupport the 
Hope of Frailty. Who can confide in his own 
Strength, when he ſees a David fallen? And who 


.can deſpair of divine Mercy, when he ſees him for. 


given? Sad Triumph of Sin over all, which is great 


and excellent in Man! Glorious Triumph of Repent- 


ance, over all which is ſhameful and dreadful in 
Sin.— Millions have fallen, have ſinned as Davip ; 
but who ever repented and recovered like Him! 
Revolve his whole Life before the Affair of Uriah! It 
is almoſt one Train of a wiſe, generous, pious, and 
valiant Conduct! Revolve his whole Life from the 
Hour of this Guilt, and you will find it little elſe than 
one Train of Humiliation and Repentance before God; 
and hit too, even after the Aſſurance of Pardon, from 
the Mouth of God himſelf by his Prophet Nathan; 
which is the higheſt Proof of a refined Piety, and ex- 


alted Virtue, | 
R 4 0 
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of Guilt, this Self-Condemnation, and Thirſt af- 
ter pardoning and ſanctiſying Grace? 

Another Proof to me, a very evident and preg- 
nant Proof, that the bleſſed God has a very ten- 
der, and particular Concern for your eternal Wel- 
fare, is, his diſconcerting your Schemes; than 
which Nothing, I think, could be more effectually 
calculated, to waft you along the ſmooth Stream 
of Inſenſibility, and Pleaſure, into the Pit of Per- 
dition. 

Let this, though a Thorn in the Fleſh, be a To- 
ken for Good. —He, who has begun to reſcue you, 
will accompliſh his gracious Purpoſe. —Ere long, I 
truſt this new Song will be put into your Mouth, 
« The Snare is broken and I am delivered.” (P/alm 
Cxxiv. 7.) Be of good Comfort, dear Sir, for with 
« the Lord there is Mercy and plenteous Redemp- 
tion.“ (CxxE. 7.) *. 

Read by Way of Conſolation Manaſſeh's Humi- 
liation. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.)—And fee like- 
wiſe God's gracious Dealings, even with Rehoboam 
himſelf. (2 Chron. xii. 6, 7.) 

Don't indulge d:/þ;rjting Ideas ;—or have hard 
Thoughts of the God of everlaſting Compaſſion ; 
Oh how weak is our Faith Read and ſtudy well 
that excellent and comfortable little Tract, Liba- 
rius + Zimmermannus, De Eminentia Cognitionis 
Chriſti. —Converſe with ſome experienced Chriſtians ; 
and remember what our bleſſed Saviour has pro- 
miſed, Where two or three are 3 together 
« in my Name, there am in the Midſt of them.” 
Me never make any Doubt but our Friends (eſ- 
pecially if they be the diſtinguiſhed Servants of 
Jeſus) will fulfil their Promiſes, yet we queſtion 
(fie upon us, fie upon us for our Unbelief) whe- 
ther the divine after himſelf will accompliſh his 
Word. RES: 

+ Sec Page 42 of the g, Volume. 
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I am, dear Sir, with much Eſteem, and with 
much Concern, for your preſent and eternal Wel- 


fare, 
your's, very ſincerely, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 


4 


Dear 


THA Letter will come to your Hands, as the 
Bleſſings of the everlaſting Goſpel are offered 
to our Souls, without Money and without Price. 
Be under no Concern about the Report you men- 
tion: It gives me not one Moment's Uneaſineſs : 
We have acted, I truſt, as faithful Stewards of our 
Maſter in Heaven; and if He approves, how ve 
inſignificant is the Cenſure of Men! And what— 
ah what is a little Miſrepreſentation, or a few 
Laſhes from tattling Tongues, compared with 
thoſe cruel] Mockings, which our divine and dying 
Redeemer bore | 
You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor Pe- 
ter's Condition, when our Lord addreſſed him, with 
that tender Rebuke, O thou of little Faith, where- 
fore didſt thou doubt *— W herefore indeed do we 
doubt? Is he not an all-ſufficient Saviour? Is not 
his Death a complete Atonement, ſufficient to take 
away the Sins of a whole World ?—Is not his 
Righteouſneſs a perfect Righteouſneſs, able to juſ- 
tify the mo/t Ungodiy? — Does not his Godhead im- 
part an infinite Dignity to both? rendering them 
more powerful to ſave, than Millions, unnum- 
bered Millions of Sins are to deſtroy ? 
Is he not a willing Saviour? How willing was 
47 to give the Good of the Land of Fgypt to 
is aged Father ? — How willing was Jonai ban, to 
ſcreen 


[ 250 J. 


ſcreen his beloved David from SauPs Wrath ?— 
How willing is an indulgent Parent, to deal out 
Bread to his hungry Child ? Equally willing, abun- 
dantly more willing is Chriſt to give Himſelf to our 
Souls, to reconcile us to his almighty Father, to fit 
us for his Kingdom, and to take us to his Glory. 
A Parent does not chuſe to die for his Child: 
onathan never ſpilt his Blood for David; — nor 
did Joſeph lay down his Life for the good old Man 
Jacob. But this, all this, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
freely undertook, freely underwent for us. What 
could he do more to aſſure us of his Love ?—Let 
us contemplate the Story of his bitter, bitter Paſ- 
fion. Let us view Him proſtrate in an Agony of 
Sorrow, on the cold Ground; extended, with 
racking Torture, on the accurſed Tree ; laid all 
ale and mangled with Wounds, in the gloomy 
— and ſurely we ſhall have a ſtronger 
Prof of Chriſt's Fllingneſs to ſave us, than the 
Teſtimony of ten thouſand Miniſters preaching on 
Earth, or of ten thouſand Angels ſpeaking from 

Heaven. | 
Is he is not a faithful Saviour? Having loved 
his own, he loveth them even unto the End. 
As his Eyes never ſlumber, nor fleep, ſo his 
Care for his People is never intermitted: He has 
written their Names on the Palms of his Hands, 
and their eternal Intereſts are ever before Him: 
He will never, never leave, nor forſake them: No, 
not in any Circumſtance, nor on any Account. 
They are his peculiar Treaſure, and the Ranſom 
of his own dear Life; they are the Recompence 
for all his Sufferings, and are to be the Jewels in 
his Mediatorial Crown ; they therefore ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall they pluck them out of his 
Hand. —Neither Life, nor Death, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things te come, ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate them from his Love, from his Boſom, from 
his 


r 


his r art thou, O Tfrael! who is 
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like unto thee, O People, faved by the Lord ? who 
is the Shield of thy Help, and the Sword of thy 
Excellency. The eternal God is thy Refuge, 
and underneath are the everlaſting Arms; ſurely 
then thou mayſt dwell in Safety. (Deut. xxxiil. 
275 Sc.) | LF ; 

Are we unworthy Sinners? We readily own it ; 
and oh! that we may deeply fel it! But did not 
Chriſt chuſe to converſe with Publicans and Sin- 
ners? Did He not come to ſeek, and to ſave that, 


which was 4% f The ſame Spirit, which actuated 


him on Earth, He retains now he is exalted into 


Heaven: Let not therefore our deplorable Vile- 


neſs be our Hindrance, but our Incitement to ap- 
ply to the ever-gracious Friend of Sinners. —In- 
deed, if we were not Sinners, we ſhould not be 
proper Objects for the Saviour. They, who are 
whole need not a Phyſician, but they who are ſict; 
for ſuch he made his Soul an Offering, and for 
ſuch he brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs : He 
makes Interceſſion, not for the Righteous, but for 
Tranſgreſſors; and thoſe, who are afar off, in Re- 
bellion and Apoſtacy, are brought nigh ;—nigh to 
God, and Home to Heaven, by the Blood of Chriſt, 

May theſe Conſiderations fink into our Hearts; 


and be made the Seed of a lively, growing, and 
joyful Faith !—And may the Lord direct us both, 


(as we both groan in this Tabernacle, and are bur- 
dened) into the Love of God, and the patient Wait- 
ing for of Jeſus! when this —— this cor- 
ruptible Body will lie down in Peace, and reſt in 
Hope; and the Soul, delivered from every Conflict, 
cleanſed from every Stain, will be for ever, ever 
with the Lord. — Amen and Amen, ſays 


your's, &c. | 
James HER VE. 
L E T. 
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LETTER LXXXKIE. 
Ti Richard Naſh, E 05 Maſter of the Ceremonies at 
ath. 


Sir, 

T HIS comes from your ſincere Friend, and one, 

who has your beſt Intereſt deeply at Heart: It 
comes on a Deſign altogether important, and of 
no leſs Conſequence than your everlaſting Happi- 
neſs : So that it may juſtly challenge your careful 
Regard.—lt is not to upbraid, or reproach, much 
Jeſs to triumph and inſult over your Miſconduct. 
No! It is pure Benevolence, and diſintereſted 
Good-will, which prompts me to write: So that, 
1 hope, I ſhall not raiſe your Reſentment, —How- 
ever, be the Iſſue what it will, I cannot bear to 
fee You walk in the Paths, which lead to Death, 
without warning You of your Danger ; without 
ſounding in your Ears that awful Admonition, 
« Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways and live; 
&« for why will Ye die?“ (See Ezeł. xxxiii. 11.) I 
beg of you to conſider, whether You do not in ſome 
Meaſure refemble thoſe accurfed Children of Eli, 
whom, though they were famous in the Congrega- 
tion, and Men of Renown, yet Vengeance ſuffered 
nat to live. (1 Sam. iii. 13.) For my Part, I may 
ſafely uſe the Expoſtulation of the old Prieſt, 
« Why do Ye ſuch Things? I hear of your evil 
« Dealings by all the People: Nay, my Brother, 
« for it is no good Report that I hear; You make 
ce the Lord's People to tranſgreſs.”—T have lon 
obſerved and pitied You; and a moſt melancholy 
Spectacle I lately beheld, made me reſolve to caution 
You; “ leſt Jou alſo come into the ſame Condem- 


e nation.“ — 
I was 


WW = 


I was not long ſince called to viſit a Gentleman, 
one of the moſt robuſt of Body, and of the gayeſt 
Temper I ever knew; but when I viſited him, 
Oh! how was the Glory departed from him! I 
found him no more that ſprightly, ſparkling, and 
vivacious Perſon He uſed to be; but Janguiſhing, 
pining away, and withering, under the chaſtiſin 
Hand of God! his Limbs feeble, and trembling ; 
his Countenance forlorn and ghaſtly; haſting 
apace to the Duſt, to lodge in the filent Grave, 
that Land of Darkneſs and Deſolation ; his Soul 
juſt going to God, who gave it; preparing itſelf 
to wing away to its long Home; to enter upon an 
unchangeable and eternal State.— When I was 
come up into his Chamber, and ſeated on his Bed, 
he firſt caſt a moſt wiſhful Look upon me, and 
then began, as well as he was able, to ſpeak : Oh! 
« ſays He, that I had been more wiſe; that I had 
« known this; that I had conſidered my latter 
« End! (Deut. xxxii. 29.) Oh! Mr. Hervey, Death 
« is knocking at my Door; in a few Hours more 
& T ſhall draw my laſt Gaſp, and then Judgment, 
« the moſt tremendous Judgment, is the Thing 
cc that I look for, —How ſhall I appear, unpre- 
« fpared as I am, before the all-knowing and om- 
© nipotent God? How ſhall I endure the Day of 
« his Coming!“ I aſked him m— other Queſ- 
tions, what He thought of true Holineſs, which 
He had formerly ſo much ſlighted. Oh, replied 
« He, with an haſty Eagerneſs, moſt highly I value 
« it! I would gladly part with all my Eſtate, or a 
„ World, to obtain it,—Now my benighted Eyes 


« are enlightened, © I clearly diſcern the Things 


«© that are excellent.“ Oh! what is there in the 
“ Place, whither I am going, but God? or what 
& is there to be deſired on Earth, but Religion ?” 
« But what would you do, Sir, ſaid I, “ if God 
E ſhould reſtore you to Health? „ Do! I call 


„Heaven 


* 
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© yen and Earth to witneſs, I would labour for 
« Holineſs, as I ſhall ſoon labour for Life: As 
« for Riches and Pleaſures, and the Applauſe 
« of Men, I account them as Droſs and Dung; 
© no more to my Happineſs, than that Feather 
* which accidentally lies on the Floor. —If the 
« righteous Judge would try me, in what a Spirit 
&« would I ſpend the Remainder of my Days! I 
« would know no other Buſineſs, aim at no other 
End, than to perfect myſelf in Holineſs : What- 
<< ever contributed to it (every Means of Grace, 
© every Opportunity of ſpiritual Improvement) 
«« ſhould be dearer to me than Thouſands of Gold 
„and Silver. But, alas! why do I amuſe myſelf 
« with fond Imaginations? T he beſt Reſolutions 
« are noto inſignificant, becauſe they are too late. 
« —The Day, in which I ſhould have worked, is 
« over and for ever gone; and I ſee a fad and hor- 
<«« rible Night approaching; bringing with it 
the Blackneſsof Darkneſs, and for ever.“ (Jude, 
ver. 13.) —Heretofore, alas! when God called, 
« ] refuſed ; when He invited, L was one of them, 
© who made Excuſes: Now, therefore, I receive 
« the Reward of my Deeds; © Fearfulneſs and 
„ Prembling are come upon me.“ I ſmart; I am 
« in ſore Anguiſh already, and yet this is but the 
& Beginning of my Sorrows, —lt doth not yet ap- 
tc pear what | ſhall be; but ſure I am, that I ſhall 
<< be ruined, undone, and deſtroyed with an ever- 
cc Jie Deſtruction.” 
his Scene I ſaw with my Eyes, and heard with 
my Ears, and quony after I attended the unhappy 
Gentleman to his Tomb. —The poor emaciated 
dying Man, ſpoke in ſuch an Accent, and with fo 
much Earneſtneſs, that I could not eaſily forget Him, 
or his Words: And, as I was muſing upon this 
ſorrowful Subject, I remembered Mr. Nah. No 
ſooner did 1 remember you, Sir, but I diſcerned 
too near an Agreement and Correſpondence be- 
tween 


* 
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tween you and the Deceaſed.— They are alike, ſaid 
I, in their Way, and what ſhall hinder them from 
being alike in their End? The Courſe of their 
Actions was aps Air of Sin and Folly ; and 
why ſhould not the Period of them be equally full 
of Horror and Diſmay ? I am greviouſly afraid for 
the Survivor, leſt, as he lives the 1175 o he ſhould 
die the Death of this wretched Man, and “ his 
« latter End ſhould be like his.” For this Cauſe 
I take my Pen in Hand, and counſel you to bethink 
yourſelf; nay, I requeſt of you to repent, while 
you have Opportunity, if happily you may find 
Grace and Forgiveneſs. —Yet a Moment, and you 
may die; yet a little While, and you muft die 
and why will you go down with Infamy and De- 
ſpair to the Grave, rather than depart in Peace, 
with Hopes full of Immortality ?— 

But I muſt tell you, Sir, plainly, and with the 
utmoſt Freedom, that your preſent Behaviour is 
not the Way to reconcile you to God. You are 
ſo far from making an Atonement to offended 
Tuſtice, that you are aggravating Wrath.—For 
what ſay the Scriptures, thoſe Books, which at the 
Conſummation of all Things the Ancient of Days 
ſhall open, and judge you by every Jot and Title 
therein? What ſay thoſe ſacred Volumes? Why, 
they teſtify and Less to every Soul of Man, 
e that whoſoever liveth in Pleaſure, is dead while 
6 He liveth:“ So that as long as you roll on in a 
continual Courſe of ſenſual Delights and vain En- 
tertainments, you are dead to all the Purpoſes of 
Piety and Virtue: Vou are as odious to God, as 
a corrupt rotten Carcaſs, which lies putrefying in 


the Grave. You are as far from doing your Duty, 


or working out your Salvation, and reſtoring your- 
ſelf to the divine Favour, as decayed Bones, nailed 
up in a Coffin, are from Vigour and Activity. — 
Think, Sir, I conjure you, think upon this, if 
vou have any Inclination to eſcape the Fire which 

will 
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will never be quenched. Would you be delivered 
from Weeping, Wailing, and Gnaſhing of 
Teeth ? Surely you would ! But be certain, this 
will never be done by Amuſements, which at the 
beſt are trifling and impertinent, and for that, if 
for no other Reaſon, fooliſh and ſinful. It is by 
Seriouſnels, it is by Retirement and Mourning, 
you muſt accompliſh this great and defirable Deli- 
| verance: You muſt not appear at the Head of 
i4 every filly Diverſion, but enter into your Cloſet, 
5 and ſhut your Door; commune with your own 
Heart; and ſearch out your Spirit: The Pride of 
Life, and all Superfluity of Naughtineſs muſt be 
put away ; and you muſt make Haſte and delay 
not, for the Time to come, to keep all God's ho- 
ly Commandments; always remembering, that 
mighty Sinners muſt be mightily penitent, or elſe 
be mightily tormented, —Y our Example and your 
Projects have been extremely prejudicial (I wiſh I 
could not ſay fatal and deſtructive) to many : For 
this there is no Amends, but an Alteration of 
Manners, as ſignal and remarkable, as your Per- 
ſon and Name.—If you do not by this Method 
remedy, in ſome Degree, the Evils which you 
have ſent Abroad, and prevent the miſchievous Con- 
ſequences which may enſue, wretched will you be, 
yea, wretched above Meaſure, to all Eternity: The 
Blood of Souls will be laid to your Charge, and 
God's Jealouſy, like a conſuming Fire, will ſmoke 
againſt you: And you yourſelf will ſee it in that 
Day, „when the Mountains ſhall quake, and the 
* Hills melt, and the Earth be burnt up at his 
% Preſence.” | 
Once more then I exhort you as a Friend, I 
beſeech you as a Brother, I charge you as a Meſ- 
ſenger from the great God, in his own moſt 
folemn Words, „to caſt away from you your 


« 'Tranſgrefſions, to make you a new Heart, and 
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c 2 new Spirit; /o Iniquity ſhall not be your 
«© Ruin.” — | 

Now, Sir, my Mind: is eaſed. -I have diſcharged 
the divine Commiſſion, in that I have ſpoken to 
you God's 'Words,—W hether you will hear, or 
whether you will forbear, henceforward I am 
clear; I ſhall in no Reſpect be acceſſory to your 
Miſery : If you petiſh, your Blood will be upon 
your owt! Head.—Perhaps you may be diſpoſed: to 
contemn "this, and its ſerious Purport ; or to re- 
commended it to your Companions as a fit Subject 
for Railing: But let me tell you. before hand, that 
for this, as well as for other Things, © God will 
bring you into Judgment.” He ſees me now 
write; He will obſerve you while you read. He 
notes down my Words in his Book, and he will 
note down your conſequent: Procedure: So that not 
upon Me, but upon your own Self will your ne- 
glecting or deſpiſing my Saying turn. If you be 
„ 20ſe, you ſhall be wiſe for yourſelf : If thou 
« ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhall bear it.“ — 

Be not concerned, Sir to know my Name It is 
enough, that you will know this hereafter. Tarry 
but a little, till the Lord, even the moſt mighty 
God, „ ſhall call the Heaven from above, and 
the Earth, that he may judge his People ;** and 
then you will ſee me Face to Face : There ſhall I 
be ready, at the dreadful Tribunal, to joy and re- 
. Joice with you, if you regard my Admonitions, 
and live; or elſe to be a ſwift Witneſs againſt you, 
if you harden your Heart, and will mind zong of 
my Counſels. | * 


I am, Sir, Cc. 


Bath, Nov. 17, 
1736. * 
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Wefton- Favell, June 3, 1749. 

8 O, my dear Sir, the Phyſicians have on the 
Whole given your Friend no great Hopes of a 
Cure. — The Apothecary's Shop, the Aſſes Dugs, 
and the Mineral Waters may, they apprehend, 
palliate the Diſorder; but that even g Palliation, 
it ſeems, is not to be expected, without keeping 
the Mind quiet, and cheerful ;—and that this 
important End may moſt effectually be anſwered, 
the Doctors have recommended „e e Tra- 
velling, and Company; gec Caution at the 
ſame Time, I am told, againſt Retirement, ſo much 
praying, and poring over religious Books. | 

Now if Cheerfulneſs be the grand, the funda- 
mental, the only Recipe adequate even to the MHiti- 
gation of this Diſeaſe, I may venture to aſſert, that 
ſuch -Recipe is to be found poſſibly what I declare 
may be wondered at, but I aver it is, to be found) 
in the Bible. —It may be ſeen wrote at Length; 
and it well deſerves Conſideration, in the Book of 
Proverbs: © | 

A merry Heart, ſays Solomon, dath Good like a Medi- 
eine: but a broken Spirit drieth the Bones. (Prov. 
xvii. 22.) | | 

That a ſatisfied, a ferene and cheerful State of 
Mind, will in this Caſe be more beneficial than all 
Manner of Reſtoratives for decayed Nature, or 
Cordials for the ſinking Spirits, I can eaſily believe; 
nay, I am farther convinced, that whatever can be 
contrived by the moſt ſolicitous Care of the Phy- 
fician, will probably be rendered ineffectual, with- 
out this prime Preparative, this mo/? ſovereign Pre- 
ſcript. —It is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that all poſ- 


ble Endeayours ſhould be exerted to. have the 
Thoughts 


Cl 
WA PIETY 
| Thoughts calm, placid, and eaſy.—Every" thing 
| muſt be ſacrificed to this moſt deſirable End. No- 
| thing can be more pernicious, in ſuch Circum- 
' ſtances, than the contrary Situation of Mind. 
But here will ariſe a Queſtion, How this inward 
Tranquillity may moſt eaſily be attained, and moſt 
ſurely eſtabliſhed? By Company, by Travelling, 
by Diverſions, the Doctors and ſome others will 
reply.—I am far, very far from being an Enemy 
to Diverſions, when properly choſe, and uſed with 
Moderation. Travelling may beguile the Senſe gf 
Woe, and palliate for a il the Malady. Com- 
pany, when cheerful and improving, is an excel- 
lent Source of Comfort; when innocent only and 
entertaining, is of ſome preſent Service, and ought 
to be allowed (at uc Admittance. But 
theſe will no more reach the Caſe now under Con- 
ſideration, —are no more able to create a ſettled 
Tranquillity in the Breaſt, than the gentle Mo- 
tions of a Fan are ſufficient to impel a Wind- 
bound Fleet. If e e our Time, and leave 
no Leiſure for nobler Methods of Conſolation, they 
will certainly prove like heavy, louring Clouds, 
and inſtead of diffuſing, will intercept the Rays of 
Heart-felt Satisfaction. But what, may it 
aſked, would 1 ſubſtitute inſtead of theſe Expe- 
dients — I would beg Leave (unpolite as it may 
| ſeem, and in a manner exploded) to recommend 
{Prayer to God, and the daily Reading + of the 


+ GaftrelPs Chriſtian Inflitutes are ſingularly ae 
to Perſons, whoſe Spirits are ſo much affected by zer- 
veus Diſorders, as not to be able long to attend to Read- 
ing; the evbole Duty of a Chriſtian being there taught 

in the very Words of Scripture; and ſuch Texts as 
+ ſoit every Condition and Circumſtance in Life, are 
placed in Order under the ſeveral Heads. The /ix#th 
Edition in zazmo, Price 25. 64. | 30,54 


S 2 Scriptures, 
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Scriptures.—If kind and friendly Converſation be 
Judged proper, why ſhould Prayer be diſapproved? 
Prayer is an humble, but delightful Intercourſe, 
with the beſt, the greateſt, the everlaſting Friend. 
—And has any earthly Friend exerciled more 
Loving-kindneſs ? Is any earthly Friend more able 
to adminiſter Relief than the bleſſed Cd? If there 
be ſuch Friends, let them be our whole Depend- 
ence, and let omnipotent Goodneſs be ſecluded 
from any Regard, 
& God has ſo loved us, that he gave his own 
«© Son,” dearer to himſelf than all Angels, and all 
| Worlds, to die for our Salvation. Rather than we 
i b; ſhould periſh for ever, he ſent his infinitely glo- 
I rious Son to take upon him our Nature, and ſuffer 
1 the unknown Agonies of Crucifixion.— To ſhew 
1 his Readineſs to ſuccour us in any Diſtreſs, He 
ſtyles himſelf the Father of Mercies, and God (not | 
of ſome, but) of all Comfort, (2 Cor. i. 3.)—And 
where is the Perſon, from whom we may more rea- | 
ſonably expect to receive tender and compaſſionate 
Succours, than from this all-gracious God ?—ls he 
not as powerful, as he is gracious *— What Fob ſaid 
of his Companions, is, in a Degree, true of ever 
Buman Aid: Impotent and miſerable Comforters 
are ye all, —But the God of Heaven is able to 
ive Songs in the Night of Diſtreſs; to make the 
* which Sorrow and Anguiſh have broken, 
to rejoice, If He ſpeak Peace, who ſhall cauſe 
Diſquietude; or what ſhall deſtroy our Tranquil- 
Y _ lity ?—Indeed if we apply for Cds, to any 
| thing lower than Heaven, or by any ſuch Means, 
as exclude frequent Prayer, we neglect the Foun- 
tain of living Waters, and hew to ourſelves Ciſ- 
terns, broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Water. 
The Scriptures (and believe me, as I ſpeak from 
daily Experience) are a Treaſury of Comfort.— 
One, who had drank deep of the Cup of Sorrow 
| declares, 
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declares, that they rejoice ;—and that for his own 

Part, if his Delight had not been in the divine 
Law, he ſhould have periſhed in his Trouble, (ſee 
Bible Pſalm cxix. 92.)—Theſe Things, ſays the 
favourite Diſciple, write we unto you (not barely 
that you =_ have Fey, but) that your Joy may 
be full. (Jobn xv. 11.)—And St. Paul adds, that 
whatever Things are written by the Spirit of In- 
ſpiration, are written for our Benefit ; that we 
through Patience, and Comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have Hope; ( Rom. xv. 4.) that bleſſed Hope 
of eternal Life, which is an Anchor to the Soul, 
in all the Storms of Adverfity ; which is the Oil 
of Gladneſs, ſwimming above all the Waves of 
Affliction.— By having Recourſe to Diverſions and 
Amuſements, in Preference to the ſtrong Conſola- 
tions ſuggeſted in the Bible, we act as injudici- 
ouſly, we ſhall be deceived as certainly, as if amidſt 
the ſultry Heats of Summer, we ſhould ſeek cool- 
ing Refreſhment from a painted Tree, and ſhun 


the embowering ſhady Covert of a real Grove. 


If we are effiifted, the Scriptures acquaint us, 
that our Aflictions are the Chaſtiſements of a Fa- 
ther, not the Scourges of an Enemy. They give 
us Aſſurance, that the all-diſpoſing Providence will 
not ſuffer us to be affiifed, above what we are 
able to bear; (See 1 Cor. x. 13.)—that they ſhall 
turn to our Good, and bring forth the peaceable 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs ;—that they are light; 
are only for a Moment, and yet ſhall work out for 
us a Weight, an eternal Weight of Glory.—Can 
all the Volumes of Heathen Morality ſuggeſt, or 
all the Recreations in the World afford, ſuch ra- 
tional and ſolid Conſolation ?—Without theſe Con- 
ſolations Afflictions will be like a latent Sore, 
ſmarting and rankling in the Heart ;—will pro- 


_ duce Diſcontent with our Condition, and repining 


at Providence —a melancholy Temper, and a 
83 fretful 


fretful Carriage. Trifling Company, and-worldly. 
Pleaſures, will ſerve only to aggravate the Miſery, 
and make us inwardly mourn, that while others 
are in the Elevations of Mirtb, we are preſſed with 
a Weight of Calamity. —W hereas,- by Means of 
theſe ſovereign Conſolations, Afiid1ons may be im- 
proved to the Health of the Mind, and become a 
moſt ſalutary Expedient for furthering our ſpiritual - 
Happineſs. 
Can any thing be more (or equally comfortable) 
than the Privileges recorded in that Charter of our 
Salvation, the Scriptures *—T here we are told, 
that as many as truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, are 
Children of the Almighty ;—that the Lord who 
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commandeth the Waters, the glorious God who 

maketh the Thunder, the everlaſting King, who 
| ruleth all Things in Heaven and Earth, is their 
„ Father: He pities them as a Father pities his own 
T3 Children; (Pſalm ciii. 13.)—and that a Mother 
may ſooner forget her ſucking Child, than He can 


remit his tender Care for their preſent Welfare and , 
endleſs Felicity. (1/azah xlix. 15.)—that, becauſe 
we are Sinners, Chriſt Jeſus, with infinitely more 
than parental Jenderneſs, bore our Sins, and ex- 
piated all our Guilt, in his own bleeding Body. 
{ upon the Tree. (1 Pet. ii. 24. )—Becauſe we fre- 
uently offend, and always fail, our merciful High- 
Prieſt ever liveth to make Interceſſian for us, and to 
plead his divine Merits in our Behalf. ( Heb, vii. 
| 25. )—Becauſe we have many Corruptions within, .. 
and are aſſaulted by various Temptations without, , 
we have a Promiſe of the bleſſed Spirit to ſubdue 
our Corruptions; (Galat, iii. 14. Ezek. xxxvi. 
27.) and to renew us after the Image of him, who 
created us; (Colaſſ. iii. 10.) - Becauſe we are liable 
ta manifold Misfortunes, and viſited with a Va- 
riety of Sorrows, the ſame holy Spirit is promiſed, 
under the amiable Character of a Comforter, . 
8 | (John 
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(Zobn xv. 7. Luke xi. 13.)—Becauſe all Fleſh is 
raſs, and all the Goodlineſs thereof (the Youth, 
the Beauty, the Wealth, all mortal Accompliſh- 
ments, and every worldly Enjoyment) is wither- 
ing, and tranſient as the Flower of the Field, 
(1ſaiah xl. 6.) the Scriptures direct our View, and 
conſign over to our Faith, a moſt incomparable, 


reverſionary Inheritance; an Inheritance reſerved 


in Heaven for us, which is incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away. (1 Pet. i. 4.) 
Are theſe things, I would a the Phyſicians, likely 
fo deject the Mind, or oppreſs it with Heavineſs ?— 
Need their Patients fear an Aggravation of Diſ- 
treſſes, from the Offer, from the Enjoyment of 
ſuch Bleſſings ?—Much more reaſonably might the 
bleeding Wound, fly from the lenient Hand, dread 
the healing Balm, and court its Cure from the 
Viper's envenomed Tooth. — Have thefe Truths 3 
Tendency to engender gloomy Apprehenſions, ay 
the medical Gentlemen are too apt to imagine; ot 
do theſe increaſe the Load which galls an Hicted 
Mind ?—Rather, what Heart, (that attends to ſuch 
glad Tidings and believes them) can forbear even 
leaping for Joy? Theſe are calculated to put off 
our Sackcloth, and gird us with Gladneſs; are 
enough to turn the Groans of Grief, into the 
Songs of Gratitude. | x05 1 
| Cheered by theſe reviving Conſiderations, fup- 
ported by this bleſed Hope, the antient Chriftians 
were more than Conquerors over all their Cala- 
mities; they even gloried in Tribulations, becauſe 
theſe were the appointed Way to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. (Ads xiv. 22.) They took joyfully the 
Spoiling of their Goods, knowing, that they had, 
in the World above, a better and more enduring 
Subſtance, Heb, x. 34.— They perceived with 
Complacency, the Decay of their earthly Taber- 
nacle ; becauſe there remained for them, after their. 
"4 S 4 Diſſolu- 
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DE l 
Diſſolution, a Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens. (2 Cor. v. 1.) — Perhaps we 
may not arrive at ſuch Heights of heroick and 
triumphant Exultation, but ſurely we ſhould 75 
thoſe Remedies, which in their Caſe were ſo ſur- 
priſingly and happily ſucceſsful. | 

On the whole; a peaceable Compeoſure of Mind, 
and calm Reſignation to the all-wiſe Will of God; 
—an holy ey in the Merits of our ever bleſſed 
Redeemer, and a well grounded * * unutter- 
able and immortal Bliſs, in a better World; theſe, 
theſe are more abſolutely needful for a Caſe like 
this, and will do more towards Relief, than all the 
Drugs, which Nature produces. And very ſure I 
am, that theſe noble Anodynes are diſpenſed no 
where but in the Scriptures; are to be procured no 
otherwiſe than by Prayer.—Other Methods may 
ſtupefy for a Moment, but will not remove the 


Pain, much leſs introduce permanent Eaſe. 


TI ſpeak not this from mere Speculation, or con- 
jectural Probability.—I have myſelf EXPERIENCED 
the Efficacy of the preceding Expedients for theſe 
deſirable Purpoſes. —Having been a ſort of Vete- 
ran in Affliction, I have been under a Neceſſity of 
applying theſe Conſolations; and have the utmoſt 
Reaſon to bear Witneſs, that there are none like 
them.—'The Scriptures are the Treaſury of Joy 
and Peace, and the truly religious are generally the 
moſt uniformly 1 . 

If you apprehend what I have here advanced on 
the Means of obtaining true Cheerfulneſs and ſo- 
lid Peace of Mind, may be in any Meaſure inſtru- 
mental to the Comfort of your Friend, you would 
do well perhaps to communicate it, as I preſume you 
are not aſhamed of appearing in the Recommenda- 
tion of the Bible, —The Phyſicians would probably 
ſneer at ſuch ſort of Advice, but the Arguments 


will not be the leſs valid on that Account ;—and 
it 
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if their Patient be ſeriouſly diſpoſed, ſuch Sneers 


would have little or no Effect. | 
Do you recollect Dr. Young's Lines + in the 


eighth Night ? 


Woulcd'ſt thou not laugh, 

This Counſel ſtrange, ſhould I preſume to give? 
Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay, 

There Truths abound of ſou'reign Aid to Peace! 
But theſe thou think'it are gloomy Paths ob Joy: 
Falſe Joys indeed are born for Want of Thought ; 

- True Joys from Thought's full Bent and Energy: 
And this demands a Mind in equal Poize, 

Remote from gloomy Grief, and glaring Joy; 
Much Joy not only ſpeaks . appineſs; 

But Happineſs, that ſhort!y muſt expire: 

Can Foy unbottomed in Reflection ſtand ? 

Can ſuch a Foy meet Accidents wnſhock'd ? 2 
Or talk with threat ning Death, and not turn pale? 


Though my Letter is much longer than I at firſt 
intended, and ſtands in Need of an Apology for 
its Prolixity, I cannot conclude without giving 
__ a freſh Aſſurance, that amongſt the preat 

umber of thoſe, who eſteem and reſpec you, there 
is not one of them, who more ſincerely regards you 


than, good Sir, 
your moſt obedient, and 


very humble Servant, 
James Hervey. 


F See Letter XXVII. pag. 73 of this Volume. 
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LETTER cl. 


Ay dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Dec. 15, 1755. 
1 Return you my beſt Thanks for ſending me a 

Copy of ſo ſmart and ſenſible a Letter, which 
came to me very a-propos ; and which I think is fo 
likely to do Good in this diſputations Age, that I 
wiſh it was printed in ſome of the Magazines, and 
publick Papers.—I am much obliged to you for 
your kind Caution againſt my being drawn into a 
Controverſy ; particularly by the very warm and 
overbearing Mr, ***, who is now grown impa- 
tient of the leaſt Contradiction, and far from being 
a deſirable Companion, or Correſpondent. 

Controverſy is as much my Averſion as it can be 
your's; for where that begins, Religion too often 
ends; and I fhall not enter the Lifts 1 promiſe you 
with any one, unleſs I am. abſolutely neceſſitated 
to it: But if Iam compelled to appear in Print on 
ſuch an Occaſion, I fhall endeavour ro pay due 
Regard to Solomon's excellent Advice, via. A 
4% {oft Anſwer turneth away Wrath; but grievous 
% Words ſtir up Anger.” Prov. xv, 1.Inſtead 
of exaſperating my Adverſary by cutting Repre- 
henſions, I will, if poſtible, conſtrain him by a 
candid and reſpectful Treatment to moderate his. 
Temper; and by a coercive Propriety of Argu- 
ments, perſuade him to relinquiſh ſuch Tenets, as 
I think erroneous. | 

God grant, that J may never behave with an in- 
decent Reſentment, how great ſocver may be the 
Provocation of my Gainſayers; but that in all m 
Writings and Converſations I may avoid the Yi 
Spirit, left I injure my own Peace of Mind, and 
diſgrace my Profeſſion, as a Chriſtian, and a Mi- 
niſter. 
2 1 + It” 
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It is a Rule with me, always to ſpeak well of the 
good Qualities even of bad Men; eſpecially when 
others are cenſuring them with an unmerciful Se- 
verity —and I could wiſh that every Controver- . 
ſialiſt would learn ſo much Candour, as to put the 
beſt Conſtruction on his Opponent's Book; and to 
embrace what was in general good in it, however 
he might doubt, or cenſure ſome particular Opi- 
nions of the contending Author. . 

To live peaceably with all Men is my earneſt , 
Deſire, and my daily Prayer; and in order to do 
this, I am more and more convinced of the Ne- 
ceſſity of Candour, Humility, and a conſcientious. . 
Regard to the Example of our Lord and Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
I am, my dear Friend, f 
affectionately and inviolably your's, 
J. Hexver., 


A Copy of the Letter above-mentioned, never before 


printed, 


Dear Sir, . 
ce 1 Have a ftrong and ſettled Averſion to all Man- 
A ner of Diſpute, in Things, that relate to a 
«<< Meſſage of perfect Peace, and Love. The King- 
&© dom of God is no more Opinion, than it is Meat 
© and Drink ;—and Argumentation can have little 
to do where a new Heart, and a right Spirit is. 
& the Buſineſs, or Work to be performen. 

f we prevail in our Diſputes (though I be- 
6 lieve there is not a ſingle Inftance in which 
either of the Antagoniſts ever condeſcended pub- 
& lickly to own himſelf in the wrong,) our Ad- 
« verſaries. then became baffled Worldlings:—If 
« they prevail, then they become Worldlings. 
„ triumphant,-When we deal much in Diſputes. 

5 ' *© we 
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& we ſoii our Souls, and endanger the Temper of 
« Meckneſs and Love, which we are fo frequently 
« igjoined to cultivate, and which are the very 
«© Badze of Chriſtianity. 
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As for amicable Diſputes in Religion, 'tis as 
errant Cant as an amicable Suit at Law. —A 
Diſpute about the Sacrament, as naturally re- 
moves the Mind out of its State of perfect Cha- 


rity, as a Quarrel about a JYhore,—The Subject 


alters nothing, *tis the Temper of Mind where- 
with we handle theſe Matters, that deſile the 
Man; and *tis morally impoſſible to meddle to 
any Purpoſe, without having the Mind diſor- 
dered, 

„ St. Paul was plainly of the ſame Opinion, 
when he wrote thus to Timothy; If any Man 
conſent not towholſome Words, even the Words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine, 
which is according to Godlineſs, he is proud, 
knowing Nothing, but doting about Queſtions 


and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 


Strife, Railings and Surmiſes, perverſe Diſput- 
ings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of 
the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain is Godlineſs : 
from ſuch withdraw thyſelf. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. 
& This is the conſtant Caſe of all the Bipates 
in the Goſpel itſelf.— The more they are argued, 
the further they were always from the Point; 
inſomuch that even thoſe who are ſaid to believe 
on Chriſt, at the Beginning of the Chapter of 
Diſpute, before the End of it take up Stones to 
caſt at him. 
« In ſhort, till a Man be a Chriſtian in ſome 
Meaſure, he has neither Ability, nor any Right 
in Nature to falt about it. —*Tis more abſurd 
than a Controverſy between a Fiſh and a Fowl, 
about the beſt and moſt commodious Element to 
breathe in, 

« The 
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The Peace and Purity of our own Minds, is 
« of more Value than of every other Endowment. 
« —For my own Part, I had rather be able to 
« bear patiently the Nick-Name of Fool or Mad- 
© man, than to become famous for all the Wiſ. 


c dom and Prudence which the World knows how 


7 


« to commend and eſteem, 

In this Poverty of Spirit, I would heartily in- 
« treat all my Friends, earneſtly to ſeek after that 
« Love and Peace, which is only to be found in 
« the Face or Similitude of our dear Maſter, the 
&« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —The Want of this moſt 
« amiable and Chriſtian Diſpoſition in ſome emi- 
« nent Profeſſors, for I never admired a rough, and 
c baifterous Zeal, has often ſtartled and chagrined 
« Him, who is, dear Sir, 


« your's very ſincerely, R. W. 


« P.S. We may talk what we will about Re- 
16 ljgion, it is nothing leſs than a divine Temper. 
„What is ſhort of this is PRATING about Re- 
„ ligion, and that's all.—I meet with many doc- 
« trinal Chriſtians, who are very Dabs at Chap 
<« ter and Verſe, and yet very Bend-/laves to Earth, 
« and Self. Spiritual Chriſtians (which are the 
« only true ones) are almoſt as ſcarce as Phenixes.” 


LETTER XCI.. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 


LE T me exhort you to live as on the Borders of 
Eternity; and often to reflect where the late 
Fall from your Horſe might have hurried you. 
Eternity is at Hand :— He, that cometh, will come, 
and will not tarry.—Oh that your Soul may proſ- 
per 3 for without that, what are all the Riches, 
leaſures, and Honours of this Earth! But it cax- 
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not proſper, unleſs the World be under Foot, and 
your ¶ Fections fixed on Jeſus. What beſides Him, 
my dear Friend, deſerves a Thought? And how 
"tenderly has he dealt with us, notwithſtanding all 


our Ingratitude and Provocations? I can ſay no 


more than I have ſaid to you; but I pity you, and 


J pray for you, that you may conquer this Fear 


of Man:—l wiſh you would every Day for the 
next Month, read ſome Part of Profeſſor Francł's 
' Nicodemus, or The Fear of Man. Dr. ** told me 


He had a great Regard for you, and wiſhed you 
would ſet your Face, as a Flint; exert your lively 


Talents to promote the Goſpel, and confeſs the 


Lord Jeſus boldly before Men on every proper Oc- 


caſion: And when they talk obſcenely, or take the 


Lord's Name in vain, you ought genteelly to re- 


. prove them, or leave the Company: This would be 


2Cting like a Chriſtian /—But, while you are thus 


. filent, meally-mouthed, ſtand ſo much upon your 
Politeneſs, and have ſuch a Fear of being cenſured 


by worldly- minded People, you may take my Word 


for it, you will do very little Good; and be a 
Stranger to that Comfort and Peace, which others, 
, who ſtick cleſer to Chriſt, daily experience; that 
comfortable Peace of God, which (as Archbiſhop 
*Secker finely obſerves, Page 132. of his Nine. Ser- 


mons) is that Senſe of being in Friendſhip with 
Him, that Feeling of Comfort and Joy flowing 
from Him, which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; ex- 


.cceds the Conception of thoſe, who have not ex- 
perienced it, and will exceed hereafter the pre- 
ſent Conceptions of thoſe, who have. Adieu, 
my dear Friend. — Think well on what the Arch- 
biſhop has ſo pathetically deſcribed ; and then me- 
© Gitate on this alarming T; 

your own puſillanimous Conduct, which you miſ- 
call Prudence; < Whoſoever ſhall be ith | 
„nme, and my Words in this adulterous and ſinful 


ext, and reconcile it with 
amed of 


Gene- 


r 
— 
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| 


delighted to tall o 
Him obſerve, but delighted to do it; and it was 
Pain and Grief + to him to forbear. KEY 


(491 3] 
« Generation, of Him alſo ſhall the Son of Man 
« be aſhamed, when he cometh-in the Glory of 


„ his Father with his holy Angels.” (Mart viii. 
38.) Once more adieu! Remember, that this is 


the Declaration of the Lord, who bought us with 


his Blood, and ſuffered the unknown Agonies of 


Crucifixion to ſave you, and 
your's very ſincerely, 
J. Herver. 


P. S. When People come to viſit mne, they ex- 


| — to hear of Chriſt; and few come to Melon, 


ut thoſe, to whom ſuch Diſcourſe is agreeable ; 


nor do I defire the Company of any others. —Talk- 
ing of Chriſt is my Touchſtone, to fee whether a 


Perſon is worth my Acquaintance.—If YOU was 


once to take this Method, you will tell me, per- 


haps, that ſuch and ſuch an one will abuſe you, 


and all the principal Gentlemen will ridicule, and 


forſake you.— And what then ?—You are much 
better without them.—In their Stead you will have 


the Eſteem and Friendſhip of theſe, who lave our 


Lord Jeſus in Sincerity; and Chriſt fimfelf will 
be in the Midſt, who has laid up for you, and all 


fuch, as love his Appearing, a Crown of Righte- 


ouſneſs.— Has this Conſideration no Weight with 


my dear Friend ?—Don't let me apply to you what 


St, Paul ſays of Demas to Timothy, (Chap. iv. 10.) 
« Demas has forſaken me, having loved this pre- 
&« ſent I/orld.” Read the cxixth Palm, and ſee 
whether you, and your worldly-wiſe Company have 
the Spirit of the 7 though a King, 

God.—He not only talked of 


+ See P/alm xxxix. 3. 
„ L E T. 
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LETTER XCII.. 


Madam, Meſton-Favell, May 13, 1758. 
| I Have too long delayed to acknowledge the Fa- 
vour of your laſt. The Reflection gives me 
Uneaſineſs, but the Occaſion gives you an Oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing Indulgence. If you pleaſe to 
aſcribe my Silence to much 4 and little 
Health, you will do Juſtice to my Proceeding, and 
to your own Candour. 
You inquire after the 5% Week's Preparation 
for the Sacrament +.—I cannot ſay that I much 


admire any of thoſe Books, They are, I think, 
looſe, 


+ The Book for the Uſe of the Communicants at 
the Sacramental Table, which Mr. Hervey generally 
gave away, was Dr. Wil/or's (the late Biſhop of Man) 
ſhort and plain Inſtruction for the better Underſtand- 
ing the Lord's Supper, with proper Helps and Direc- 
tions for joining in every Part.—Mr. Marſhalls Trga- 
tiſe on Sand#ification, could anſwer no ſuch End, tho' 
it might, in Mr. Hervey's Opinion, give the beſt gene- 
ral Account of the Nature and End of the Sacrament ; 
and Mr. 7Jenks's Office of Devotions (which are ex- 
cellent) has only a few Pages on the Subject, and not 
the Communion Service in it; Beſides, it is double 
the Price of Biſhop Vilſon's. | 

Now as a proper Book at the Sacrament is of ſuch 
Importance, and as Mr. Hervey himſelf judged Biſhop 
Wilſen's to be the leaſt exceptionable of any of the Sa- 


_ _ crament Books (ſee Letter XIX. Page 32. of this Vo- 


lame) the Editor has ſubjoined what is ſaid of it by 
Dr. Stonhouſe in his Friendly Advice to a Patient (thir- 
_ &eenth Edition, Page 22.) 

As there are few religious Subjects which haye 
«© been more frequently handled, (and perhaps I might 
* add leſs underſtood) than the Sacrament, I would 


here recommend this ſhort but clear and ſatisfactory 
| 66 Trae, 


E 


looſe, rambling, indiſtinct, Companions ; they tend 
rather to bewilder, than inform the Judgment.— 
For my own Part, I prefer the little Account of 
this Ordinance in Mr. Marſhall on Sanftification, 
to all thoſe prolix Treatiſes.—It begins Page 298, 
of the ſixth Edition, to which I wrote a recommen- 


datory Preface, 
If yon ſhould want a Collection of Prayers ſuited 
to this Solemnity, or to any other Occaſion, there 


« Tract, which I ſincerely wiſh in the Hands of every 
«© Communicant, eſpecially of Patients in Infirma- 
* ries - And I prefer this, as it is plain and eaſily un- 
«« derſtood; as there are ſeveral conciſe and affecting 
«« Meditations on ſome pertinent Texts of Scripture ; 
«© as the Queſtions propoſed for Self- examination, are 
immediately founded on the axnswer ſo properly 
«« given at the End of our Church Catechiſm to that 
« 1mportant Queſtion, * What is required of them, 
« who come to the Lord's Supper?“ (See Biſhop of 
«© Man on that Subject, Page 26.) and, as the whole 
«© Communion Service is there printed in a large Let- 
«« ter, with geht Directions, and /uitable Ejaculations 
« on the Sides.—It is therefore well calculated to 
er prevent the Inconveniency and Confuſion to which 
«« Communicant is liable, (and which I have often 
* obſerved with Concern) when He is obliged to turn 
* backwards and forwards from the Common-Prayer 
4 Book to his Sacrament-Book, at a Time when the 
„ Thoughts ſhould be a/ Attention to the Words of 
«© the Miniſter ;,—whereas Biſhop Wilſon's Book would 
«« help devout Minds, without drawing them off from 
de the Duty, in which they ought to be wholly em- 
«c plo ed,” 7? 

N. 5. There is a moſt uſeful Book (Price 35.) lately 
publiſhed by Mr. 7ob Orton, intitled Sacramental Me- 
ditations, or Devout Reflections on various Paſſages of 
Scripture ; deſigned to afliſt Chriſtians in their Attend- 
ance on. the Lord's Supper, and their Improvement 
of . 1. ; n a , F . 
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is none, in my Opinion, better than Mr. Fenks's 
Offices of Devotion (which has paſſed thirteen * 
Editions) Price 3s. I ſhould far ſooner chuſe to 
read his two Volumes of Meditations, than the 
new M hole Duty of Man. Tenks has written ana- 
ther little Treatiſe, excellently good, and truly 
evangelical ; it is intitled, Submiſſion to the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God. It was one af the firſt Books, 
that gave me an Inſight into the Truth of the Goſ- 
pel; or the Way of Salvation, by the infinitely 
glorious Obedience of our Surety, Jeſus Chriſt. - 

The Word Amen, has two Significations. It 
denotes an ardent Mi, Lord, let it be according 
to my humble Petition. It denotes likewiſe a firm 
Faith, Lord, I am perſuaded, that thou wilt fulfil 
thy Promiſe, to grant my Petition, 

if you loye Entertainment, my next ſhall recom- 
mend a Book, which is as entertaining as a Novel + 
or a Play, yet edifying as a Sermon.—l believe, 
Madam, you would have no Reaſon to repent of 
the Purchaſe, if you was to buy Mr. Beſton's Hu- 
man Nature in its fourfold State, of which as I 
have given a Character in the _ Volume of 
Theron and Aſpaſio, I need not ſay any thing more 
in this Place. 5 5 

As God is ſending forth his Word, and renew- 
ing the Face of material Nature; ſo may He ſend 
forth his bleſſed Spirit, and reveal Chriſt, and re- 
new the State of our Souls! This will make us to 


* The Demand for it has been ſo great, that it has 
now paſſed twenty Editions. Bulk | 

The Book here meant is De Foe's Family Inſtruc- 
tor, in 2 Vol. 12mo. which has paſſed 7ayelve Editions, 
and juſtly deſerves the Character Mr. Hervey gives of 
3t,—This is the ſame Author who wrote the T __ 
intitled Religious Courtſhip, being hiſtorical Diſcourtes 
on the Neceſſity of marrying religious Huſbands and 
Waves, /fixth Edition, Price 33. „ 
6 = | differ 
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differ from our former Selves, as much as the pre- 
ſent Bloom and Verdure of the Creation differ 
from the rugged Deſolations of the Winter. 

I wiſh you, Madam, the continual Preſence of 
this divine Comforter, and am, 


your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
J. Hervey. 


LETTER XCIV. 


My dear Friend, Wefton- Favell, Fune 23, 1758. 


1 Little thought, when I put Mr. Veſſey's Manu- 
4 ſcript into your Hand, that I ſhould ſee it in 
Print ſo ſoon, I took very little Notice of it, and 
let it lie by me ſeveral Months, without giving it 
an attentive Conſideration. It ſeemed to me fo 
palpably wea#, dealing only in poſitive Aſſertions 
and poſitive Denials, that I could not imagine He 
would adventure it into the World, without very 
great Alterations. But it is now come abroad, 
Juſt as you received it, in a two Shillings Pamphlet, 
intitled A Preſervative from unſettled Nations in Re- 
ligion. Of this Pamphlet what he has wrote 
againſt me makes only a ſnall Part. Now then 
the Queſtion is, whether I ſhall attempt to anſwer 
it? Give me your Opinion, as you have given me 
your Aſſiſtance; and _y the Father of Mercies 
give you an Increaſe of nowledge and Utterance, 
of Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.—III I have 
been, and ill I am; torn almoſt to Pieces by a 
Cough in the Night, which admits of 1 Remedy; 
whateyer is taken to aſſuage, exaſperates it. Of 
all Men living, who are not abſolutely confined, 
ſurely I am the weake/f. If by ſuch Veatneſi the 
Lord Jeſus will vouchſafe to ehrif his Name, how 
tranſparent, how effulgent will be the Glory of his 
TA Power! 
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Power !—I have not ſeen Mr. P** this many a 
Day; no, nor this many a Month. How I fear, 
leſt the World has beguiled him ! Bleſſed be the 
Lord, for ſetting our Affections on a happier State; 
bleſſed be his Grace, for giving us ſome Know- 
ledge of Jeſus, as the Way to immortal Manſions. 
There we may be Citizens, here only Sojourners. 


I am, with true Gratitude, 
and ſincere Affection, 


your's in Chriſt Jeſus, 
J. HERver. 


LETTER XCY. 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Aug. 5, 1758. 

HErewitn I ſend two other Sheets of my in- 

tended Work. Be ſo good as to examine them 
with Rigour, and correct them with Freedom. 

I am afraid, left the Weakneſs of the Advocate, 
ſhould injure the bleſſed Cauſe.— I am the more 
ſolicitous, becauſe the unexpected Acceptance of 
my Faſi-Sermons, will probably open a pretty wide 
Door of Admiſſion for this Piece. Beſides fix 
Thouſand printed in London, an Edition was printed 
in Scotland, which was ſpeedily ſold off; and I was 
deſired, by a Society eſtabliſhed for giving away re- 
ligious Books among the Poor, to grant them Leave 
to print an Impreſſion for this Purpoſe. In Ire- 
land they have been printed. Into Dutch they are 
tranſlated ; and a Letter, received haſt Week from 


ſome pious and ingenious Stranger in America in- 
forms me, that they have been reprinted there, and 


found much Acceptance: All this will be a kind 
of recommendatory Preface to this projected Piece. 


The good Lord grant, I may ſpeak and write ſound 


Words, 
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Words, ſuch as cannot be reproved! My Prayer 
is, that you may be of quick Underſtanding in the 
Fear of the Lord, always and on all Occaſions; 
and more eſpecially when you are ſifting and im- 
proving the Writings of, 


Dear Sir, 


your truly affectionate and 
much obliged Friend, 
J. Hervey. 


LETTER XCVI. 


Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 

N Reply to your Queſtion, *<* o many 
I on . and ends clever Men in WER Af 
&* fairs, ſhould treat Religion with ſo much Indiffer- 
« ence, and remain unaffetted by every Argument 
« that can be urged to rouze them L ſuch a State 
« of Deluſion,” I ſend you my Opinion in a few 
Words, viz. ** Becauſe they do not pray for the Aſ- 
& ſiftance + of the Holy Spirit.” —And I ſend you 
an Anſwer more at large, extracted from a Book 
of the celebrated Dr. Bates's, which I was lately. 
reading, intitled, THE SOVEREIGN AND FINAL 
HAPPINESS of MAN, with the effeftual Means to 
obtain it. | 

The efficacious Influence, ſays the Doctor, of 
c the Holy Spirit, is requiſite to change the WiLL, 
« that with a free and full Conſent, oux WILL. 
« may delire and proſecute the ſpiritual, eternal 


+ See Chriſt's own Words, Luke xi. 13.—which the 
Generality of Mankind di/regard: No wonder then, 
that the World ſhould lie ſo much in Darkne/s, and be 
thus dead to vital Religion. 
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Good. — Without this, the Conviction of the 


Mind is not powerful enough to convert the 
Soul from the Love of the World to chuſe Hea- 
ven. — There may be an enlightened Conſcience, 
without a renewed Heart. Though the JupG- 
MENT aſſents that God is the ſupreme Good 
yet till the Heart be circumciſed, and the Senſua- 
lity of the Affections taken away, divine Love 
which directs our Life to God as our bleſſed 
ud) can never poſſeſs it. 
M Men had a ſenſible and ſtrong Aſſurance of 
the eternal State hereafter ;. F all thoſe who 
lived godly in a viſible Manner aſcended with 
Elias to Heaven; and if all who continued in 
their Sins vi/ibly deſcended into Hell, (as Corah 
and his Company were ſwallowed up alive by 


the Earth before the Iſraelites;) if Men could 


hear the joyful Exultations of the Saints above, 
and their high Praiſes of God; then hear the 
deſperate Cries and deep. Complaints of the 
Damned: Nay, iF one according to the Deſire 
of the rich Man was ſent from the doleful Re- 
gions below, and with his fiery Tongue ſhould- 
preach a Sermon on thoſe Torments, not de- 
ſcribing them at a Diſtance, but by a ſenſible 
Demonſtration in Himſelf, yet THIS ALONE 
would not be ſufficient to draw off Men's Hearts 


' from the deceitful and tranſitory Happineſs of 


this World, and to faſten them on the perfect and 


eternal Happineſs in the next. Indeed, they 


could not then indulge their Vices ſo ſecurely. 
but yet they would be Strangers to the Life of 
God, ſuch an inveterate Alienation of Heart is in 
Men from real + Holineſs ; from till the guickening 


«© Spirit 


+ © Holineſs is a divine Principle, without the An- 


© cere Prevalence of which, © zo Man ſhall ſee the 


Lord.“ Heb, xii. 14.—It is the great End of the 


« Goſpel, 
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te Spirit of God (by a directing perſuaſive Light, 
© which repreſents the Truth and Goodneſs of 
ce ſpiritual Things) 8 the Soul, and 
& makes it ſpiritual in its Valuations, and Affec- 
cc tions, it is inwardly averſe from Grace and 
& Glory. | | 
„How earneſtly thetefore ought we all To 
&« pRAY, that this Holy Spirit may direct our 
„ Hearts to the Love of God, and to the patient 
4 Waiting for of Chriſt Jeſus, when he ſhall 
4 come to be glorified in his faithful Servants; and 
& admired in all them, that believe.“ 

In another Place + Dr. Bates expreſſes himſelf 


in theſe very momentous Terms: “ Worldly 
“ Men 


te Goſpel as well as the Law, to promote and advance 
t which, the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his 
«© Holy Spirit, has been revealed and imparted to us.“ 
See Dr. Stonhouſe's Friendly Advite to a Patient, (13th 
Edition, Page 10.) | 

t Dr. Bates of Emanuel, and afterwards of King's 
College Cambridge, and CO to King Charles the 
Second, is univerſally allowed to have been a Man of 
ſtrong natural Parts, of great acquired Learning, o 
moſt exemplary Candor and Moderation.—Such a /; 
vacity of Imagination as his, and ſuch a Solidity ana 
Depth of Judgment, rarely meet together. — He is well 
known for the Exactneſs and Propriety of his Method, 
and the Clearneſs and Delicacy of his Style; inſomuch, 
that He was by many accounted the Cicero of his Time, 
and therefore called the Silver - Tongued Bates.—The 
*whole Works of this elegant Author were in 1723 re- 
printed in Folio (Price fifteen Shillings ;) but it is 
much to be wiſhed, that /ome of his little Pieces were 
to be publiſhed ſeparately, as they were formerly ; 
eſpecially, his ineſtimable little Treatiſe on the four 
laſt Things (viz. Death, Judgment; Heaven, and 

ell,) in which Truth ſpeaks with ſuch Authority, 
Perſuaſion, and Efficacy, a conſirains the Reader to 


4 | lay 
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c Men, when Death is near, are not ſo much af- 
e fected with the Loſs of the Crown of Glory, 
ce and the Kingdom of Heaven, as with their 
6 leaving the preſent World, and its Vanities ;— 
4 This makes Death intolerably bitter.—In ſhort, 
<< till the Love of God inflames and purifies the 
<c Heart, the Fruition of- his Glory is not eſteem- 
« ed; nor deſired +.” 
Four Queſtion will be ſtill further anſwered by 
conſidering thoroughly two Tracts, wrote by PRxo- 
FESSOR FRANCE: One of which is intitled, A bort 
Intraduction to the Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, 
{Price Three Pence ;) and the other is intitled, 
| Nicodemus, or A Treatiſe againſt the Fear of Man; 
wherein the Cauſes, and ſad Effects thereof are 
briefly deſcribed, with ſome Remedzes againſt it; 
Price One Shilling ;—dedicated to the honourable 
Society for Reformation of Manners. 
And now having mentioned PROFESSOR 
FRANCK, and his Treatiſe againſt the Fear of Man, 


lay his Hand on his Heart, and moſt ſenſibly feel, that 
he has a Soul and Conſcience, though he had hitherto 
lived as if he had neither. The Life of Dr. Bates 
15 inſerted amongſt the Lives of other eminent Men in 
the Biographia Britannica, where a farther account of 
him may be found. 

+ A Writer of later Date has expreſſed himſelf much 
to the ſame Purpoſe.—But as Life is the Gift of God, 
and as that is the Time for our doing Good, and ho- 
nouring our. Creator and Saviour, the Words fooli/p 
Fonaneſs for Life are perhaps objectionable. 5 

Nothing but a foo/iſb Fonaneſs for Life, which if 
<< its £wvils did not cure, one would think the zcar Pro- 
* ſpect of Heaven might; or elſe a Doubt as to our 
«© 'Title to the promiſed Reward (which ſhould doubl: 
e our Diligence to ſecure that Title) can make any one 
eth to die, who heartily believes in God, and his 
Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” 


I can- 


ſ an 1 


I cannot conclude without obſerving, that I think 
him one of the moſt eminent Chriſtians, and moſt 
extraordinary Men I ever heard of, as his Pietas 
Hallenſis, which I read with Admiration, and deep 
Humility, ſufficiently demon/rates ; and had I been. 
a Member of the Society for Reformation of Man- 
ners, when the Dedication of his NiIicobEMus had 
been preſented to them, 1 ſhould have made a Mo- 
tion to have had an hundred Pounds expended in a 
proper Diſtribution of that moſt important Book, 
as there can be no material Reformation, till the 
Fear of Man is removed ; and as Nothing can be 
better calculated to extirpate ſuch Fear, and pro- 
mote all the other laudable Ends of the Society. 


I am, dear Sir, your's Cc. 


James HERVE x. 


P. S. The Title of the Book I recommended to 
your Son, pleaſe to tell him, was Henry's Pleaſant- 
neſs of a religious Life. The Author deſigned it 
particularly for young People; and in my Conver- 
ſation with them, 1 generally mention it; I am in- 
deed the more ſolicituus of having it put into their 
Hands, as they are too apt to look upon Religion 
in a gloomy View, conſidering it as deſtructive of 
every Enjoyment. 


LETTER noun 


My dear Friend, We/ton- Favell, Oct. 24, 1758. 


2 E T me repeat my Thanks for the Trouble you 
have taken, and for the Aſſiſtance you have 
given me, in relation to my Controverſy with Mr. 
Weſley : He is fo unfair in his Quotations, and ſo 
magiſterial in his Manner, that 1 find it no ſmall 

Difficulty, to preſerve the Decency of the Gentle- 
man, 
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man; and the Meekneſs of the Chriſtian, in my 
intended Anſwer: May our divine Maſter aid me 
in bath theſe Inſtances, or elſe not ſuffer me to 
write at all. 

I have juſt been reading Hab. iii. 13. wry we w 
ſeemed oifficult to clear; one of the Metaphors 
referring to an animate, the other to an inanimate 
Structure; I ſhould be glad to know, how you un- 
derſtand, and how you would explain the Paſſage: 
Perhaps, at your Leiſure, you will conſider the 
whole Chapter; and, when I aſk for a Deſcant 
upon one; give me an Elucidation of twenty Verſes. 

have certainly a very great Eſteem for Dr. Gill, 
-et I never could aſſent to his Notion of eternal * 
Juſtification. I am "Oy much — to you for 
pointing out to me the Paſſage in Theron and A/- 
paſio, which ſeems to favour, or proceeds upon 
ſuch a Tenet.—lIt ſhall be altered in the next Edi- 


tion. | 


The Gentleman to whom Mr. Hervey is here writ- 
ing has remarked, as follows, in a Letter wrote ſince 
Mr. Hervey's Deceaſe: x | 

« Mr. Heroey's Zeal for the Doctrine of Free 
« GRACE made him ſtrive to expreſs himſelf in Dr. 
« Gils Manner; not enough attending to the Conſe- 
* quences, Now this Paſſage, wrote but two Months 
before his Death, is ſuch a frank Declaration againſt 
« a fundamental Antinomian Doctrine, as cannot but 
be pleaſing to all his pious Friends.” —See Vol. II. 
p- 135, where he declares againſt Amtinomiani/m. 

Mr. Rervey has occaſionally complained of the Un- 
fairneſs of repreſenting him as a Predeſtinarian without 
a ſufficient Authority : And in the 19th Page of this Vo- 
lume he declares, that he never even attempted to ſtudy 
that intricate Point : Is it therefore the Part of Candour 
to draw Concluſions, which may be to his Diſadvan- 
tage, deduced only from ſeme dubious Expreſſions in his 
Writing: ? | 


5 My 


9 


My dilatory Proceedings you will aſcribe to the 
real Cauſe, Sictne; then you will not deal with 
me according to the Law of Retaliation, but ac- 
cording to that Law of Kindneſs, which the Grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has written upon your 
Heart. 4 

Indeed I think your Arguments are unanſwer- 
able. If fo, don't you think there are ſome Things 
in my third Dialogue exceptionable : I with you 
would examine it, bring it to the Touchſtone of 

our laſt Letter, and where it is wrong, correct it. 

I ſhould like to have Theron object Something 
in your Way of Argumentation, and Aſpaſis frankly 
confeſs, that he has overſhot the Mark. Such an 
Acknowledgment endears the Character of the 
Speaker, and ſuch a Circumſtance makes the Sen- 
timent more impreſſive on the Reader. 

I have often thought the ſecond Verſe of P/al. 
exxxi. very difficult, and have been at a Loſs to 
find out the Propriety of the Compariſon. Why 
compoſed and quiet as a weaned Child? When we 
know, that the Time of weaning Children, is al- 
ways a Time of Difappointment, often of Diſeaſ?. 
At this Seaſon, they are particularly froward, and 

viſh ; the very Reverſe therefore of that Frame 
of Mind, which the P/almf# ſeems to be illuſ- 
trating.— This was the beſt Solution, which oc- 
eurred to my Thoughts. A Child, weaned from 
his Mother, is diſquieted and fretful : Such is my 
natural, and ſuch would be my habitnal Lemper, 
was I not influenced and calmed by Grace; but 
through divine Grace, my Mind is reſigned and 
quiet as the weaned Child, when brought back to 
the Mother, and lulled to reſt wx *y on that ſoft 
and warm Boſom, where it had fo often lain, with 
the greateſt Delight; but from which it had been, 
for a Seaſon, withdrawn.—Y ou ſee, I would tranſ- 


late wx in Pectus ſive Gremium Matris ſug. But 
whether 
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whether my Tranſlation be warrantable, or my Pa- 
raphraſe ſuch as ſuits the Tenour of the Pſalm, I 
ſuomit to your Determination. 

Accept my ſincere Thanks for your valuable 
Correction of a Paſſage in my Sermon: Such im- 
proving Animadverſions will always be more ac- 
ceptable than the inebriating Voice of Applauſe ; 
—far more acceptable to, 


your truly affectionate Friend, 
J. Hervey, 


LES 124R ACFUL. 


Dear Sir, Friday Morn. 


you aſk me what I think of you, in caſe it 

ſhould p'eaſe God to take you out of the World, 
in the perplexed State you have deſcribed to me, — 
An Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion, is much more dif- 
ficult than you ſeem to be aware of; and there- 


tore, I muſt beg Leave to decline paſſing any Sen- 


tence, —We Miniſters are to teach, warn, com- 
fort, and exhort every Man according to God's 
moſt holy Word ;—but after Death comes the 
Judgment on each of us. For alas! how little, 
how very little do-we know of one another, or of 
Ourſelves? The moſt amazing, perhaps, and one 
of the moſt humbling Conſiderations too, which 
can well be offered to the human Mind, is that, 
though we cannot form a tolerable Judgment of 
any Man's real Condition, yet God ſhall judge the 
World, the whole World in Equity; not ſo much 
as one ſingle Caſe, how intricate ſoever it may ſeem 
to us, will He miſtake—He was, is, and ever ſhall 


be omniſcient, and omnipreſent. —And yet, ſhort- 


ſighted Creatures as we are, how often do we uſurp 
this Prerogative, and preſume to judge our Fellow- 
4 Creatures. 
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A certain Author, whoſe Name I for- 
e I regiſtered to the following Effect 
from him in one of my old Diaries) has obſerved, 
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it is impoſſible for us Mortals to form an 
elle * ee of the State of any one In- 
dividual; becauſe God alone knows all the Cir- 
cumſtances in which He has been, and now 7s. 
He alone can be the proper Judge of his Abili- 
ties and Powers—what Opportunities he had of 
improving himſelf and of doing Good; what 
were the | of his Temptations ;-—what Dif- 
ficulties he had to ſtruggle with ; what Portion 
of divine Grace was given to him ; what natu- 
ral Underſtanding He had; what ac uired 
Knowledge was or could be obtained by Him ; 
—and in ſhort, what the true State of is Caſe 
was. Nor will he condemn any one unjuſtly 
or arbitrarily. How 2 a agen 
is ! (eſpecially to one, who is cruelly perſe- 
cn Ml unj ultly cenſured) that God ſhall 
judge the World in Equity ;—and yet,—what a 
tremendous Thought is it, that every Day we 


live we provoke this Judge of all Men, and in- 


ſe our Heap of Sin, which ſwells into ſuch 
a frighefu] Size, ſuch a ſtupendous Mountain 
of Guilt, as will make us one Day ſtand amazed 
at the Sight of it. But what art thou, O thou 
great Mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt 
become a Plain. (Zech. iv. 7.) — We have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous; and He is the Propitiation for our 
Sins.—Oh! that I may have a devout and 
lively Faith in Him, as it is by Him alone my 
Sins can be cancelled. May the Cry of his 
Blood drown their Clamour,—We are, moſt 
juſt God, the Children of thy Wrath, and He 
is the Son of thy Love, who died to fave us; 
and through whem thou art willing to receive 


_ 
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c us,—Yet what a diſtruſtful Fainting of Mind 


c comes over me, on the Remembrance of former 
« Tranſgreffions, which neither a Reflection on 
4 God's ineffable Goodneſs, nor on the unbound- 
„ed Value of the Sacrifice of Chriſt ; can effec- 
«< tually relieve ?—Hear me, O Lord God, in this 
« my Hour of Heart-felt Diſtreſs; nor take thou 
Vengeance of my Sins: Spare thy Creature, 
% O Lord, ſpare Him, whom thou haſt redeemed 
with thy moſt precious Blood; let thy mighty 

« Spirit fit me for Mercy and Acceptance ; 
and be not, oh! be not angry with me for 
. 

With this Proſe Quotation, I fend you a Copy « 
Verſes on the N. 20 en of a Sinner , which my 
perhaps, at this Time, be neither unacceptable, 
nor unſeaſonable.— It was wrote by a very parti- 
cular Friend of mine, and is as poetical, as it is 
inſtructive and conſolatory. | | 


- I. 
W HEN with my Mind devoutly preſs'd, 


Pear Saviour ! my revolving Breaſt 
Would paſt Offences trace ; 
Trembling I make the black Review, 
Yet pleas'd behold, admiring too, 
The Pow'r of changing Grace, 


II. 


This Tongue, with Blaſphemies defil'd, 
Theſe Feet, to erring Paths beguil'd, 

In heav'nly League agree; : 
Who would believe ſuch Lips could praiſe, 
Or think my dark and winding Ways 

Should cver lead to Thee! 


III. Theſe 
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IIT. 
Theſe Eyes, that once abus'd their Sight, 
Now lift, to thee their wat'ry Light, 
| And weep a ſilent Flood; 
Theſe Hands aſcend in ceaſeleſs Pray'r, 
Oh! waſh away, the Stains they wear 
In pure, redeeming Blood! 
IV. 
Theſe Ears, that pleas'd could entertain 
The Midnight Oath, the luſtful Strain, 
When round the feſtal Board; 
Now deaf to all th' inchanting Noiſe, 
Avoid the Throng, deteſt the Joys, 
| And long to hear thy Word. 
V. 
Thus art thou ſerv'd, in ev'ry Part 
Oh ! wouldſt thou but transform my Heart, 
That droſſy Thing refine ; 
That Grace might Nature's Strength controul, 
And a new Creature, - Body, Soul, 
Be al/—be ever Thine, 


I tranſcribed theſe Verſes, as J hope you will com+ 
mit them to your Memory; and often repeat them 
as you ride or walk, till your Tongue, Feet, Lips, 
Eyes, Hands, Ears, and very Heart, are ſubſer- 
vient to the great End of your own Salvation, and 
that of others.—Exert yourſelf ;--be of good Cheer; 
the Clouds that darken the Face of your Affairs, 
will ere long diſperſe. He, who gave his Blood 
for you, and refuſed not to bear the racking Ago- 
nies of the Croſs for you, —He will not leave you, 
nor forſake you. God, who is faithful and juſt, 
has promiſed to forgive us our Sins through the 
Mediation of his Scon.—Lord I believe this, help 
thou our Unbelief.—80 wiſhes, and ſo prays, 

 your's very ſincerely, J. Hervey. 
LE T- 
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L'ET T E R+ XCIX. 


A dear Friend, IVedneſday Morn, 


I Thank you, for remembering me before the Throne 

of Grace. Let your Prayers be for my cheer- 
ful Reſignation to the divine good Pleaſure, and 
for clear Manifeſtations to me of Jeſus Chriſt, My 
Life has long been a Burden to my/elf, and is now 
become unprofitable to others.—Y our Intention to 
viſit me is kind, but I am not fit for Company, 
unable either to carry on, or reliſh Converſation : 
1 am beſt when alone: Do not therefore give your- 
felf the Trouble of coming ten Miles. —I accept 
the Will for the Deed.—As to your Tranſlation 
of Zimmermannus ſ De Eminentia Cognitionts _— 
ti, I will, if my languid Spirits can bear the Taſk, 
carefully read it over, which I have never been 
able to do ſince I ſaw you in London. I lent it to 
Mr. ***, when he has done with it deſire him to 
convey it to me: You ſhall then have (if the Lord 
will) the Reſult of my renewed Peruſal of that 
Piece, which I formerly was ſo defirous of having 
tranflated by you. May the Lord of all Power 
make you ſtrong to labour in his ſacred Service, 
and crown your Labours with abundant Succeſs, 


I am, 
your truly affectionate Brother in Chriſt, 
J. HERVEx. 


+ This was a favourite Book of Mr. Herwey's—and 
ke deſired Mr. Mo/es Brown to tranſlate it from the 
Latin, and promiſed to write an Introduction to it, 
which he never lived to perform. The Tran/lation will 
be publiſhed by Mr. Brows about Michaelmes next, 
See Vol. I. p. 230, 242, 248, It was then publiſhed. 


L E T. 
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LETTER c. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morn, 


] Have read over again and again, the corrected 

Copy of your little Tra, which you intend for 
the next Edition, and have examined it with my 
beſt Attention: Not able to make any Amend- 
ment, which is conſiderable, I have only ſuggeſted 
ſome ſligbt Alterations. Elegance you do not co- 
vet in ſuch a Compoſition; plain and neat is the 
proper Array for ſuch an Addreſs. 

I am ſurpriſed to read the Letter which the po- 
pular Gentleman from Durham writes againſt your 
Book. Never fear, my Friend: Our Writings, 
as well as our Lives, are in the Hand of God al- 
mighty: If he will ſpread, what ſhall obſtruct 
them ? If He will work by them, who ſhall diſan- 
nul his Deſign? Oh may we cry to Him, cleave 
to Him, and live by Faith on Him | For not by 
Might nor Power; not by Eloquence of Compo- 

ſition, nor by Intereſt of Patrons, but by my Spi- 
rit, faith the Lord, 

Pray take a little Pains with my Theron and A 
paſio :—You can ſcarcely imagine what Inguiries 
are made after it, and what a Demand there is for 
it, even before Publication. It makes me rejoice 
with trembling. All-wiſe, all-gracious Jeſus, be 
Jealous for thine own Honour.—Let me not, oh! 
let me not, cloud its Brightneſs, or obſtruct its 
Progreſs, by any injudicious Touches of my Pen. 
—[ now feel the Loſs of our valuable Friend Dr. 
Dodaridge, to whoſe Judgment I ever paid the 
higheſt Deference; but ſince He is gone, and we 
can have no more of his perſonal Counſels, let us 
redouble our Attention to his Writings. 

I expect you will tell me my Manuſcript is very 
prolix; but I deſignedly made it fo, that my Friends 

Vol. II, U might 
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might judge what is proper to be omitted. Tt is 
_ eaſier you know, to expunge than to compoſe: I 
wiſh they would with a leaden Pencil inclofe in a 
Parentheſis what they would have dropt: I hope, 
to retrench one fourth Part of the Copy. May the 
God of Wiſdom direct, and the God of Mercy 
proſper all our Undertakings ! | 


I am, your's very ſincerely, 
J. Hznver. 


1 | eren CL. 


My dear Friend, Meſton-Favell, Dec. 5, 1747. 


N I Aſſure you I am extremely concerned for the Death 
! | of your moſt excellent Wife, as indeed, indeed 
1 think ſhe has left few Equals behind her. Take 
& her all in all, I ſhall never ſee her like again 4,”— 
But, my dear Friend, you muſt not give Way to 
exceſſive dorrow—all proper Allowances I tenderly 
do, and ought to make, as ſuch will be made both 
by God, and Man; but yet our Sorrows muſt not 
N be immoderate, or inconſiſtent with the Will of 
15 | God, and Reſignation to his Providence, Give 
"4 me Leave to prefent you with, and recommend to 
ou on this melancholy Occafion a repeated Peruſal 
| of Dr. Greſvenor's Mourner t, or the Afflicted re- 
i lieved.— Tis a moſt valuable Gem; and, as *tis 
w wrote in Numbers like the Spectators, it will not 
9 weary your Attention. I am ſure you ſtand in 
| | Need of the Conſolations, and Helps there ſug- 
1 — I am never without ſome of theſe little 


| ooks to give away to my Acquaintance under 
"s Afiittion , eſpecially for the Loſs of dear Relations 


| | | + Shakefpear's Hamlet. t Price * Pence, 
1 Seventh Edition, ſold by Keith in Gracechurch-ftreet. 
|| or 
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or valuable Friends ; I think it, for theſe Purpoſes, 
one of the moſt judicious and univerſally uſeful 
Books extant ; and it well deſerves to be tranſlated 
into the Language of every Nation where Chriſtiani- 
ty is profeſſed. | 

Don't you often recollect in this Seaſon of Diſ- 
treſs, the Diſcourſe, the Prayers, the amiable, the 
rejoicing, and the heavenly Spirit of our dear 
Friend, who was with us laſt Month? Bleſſed be 
God for making Him ſuch a lovely Example, and 
ſuch a zealous Promoter of pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion.— Bleſſed be God for promiſing us the ſame 
divine Spirit; and giving ut the ſame glorious 
Hopes, which have had ſuch a quickning and en- 
nobling Influence on his Heart. — The rich Good- 
neſs of the Lord exerciſed to others, ſhould en- 
courage our Expectations, ſhould rongihen our 
Faith. Let it then, let it be ſo,—Adieu ! my dear 
Friend !—1 will come to you again very ſoon. —ln 
the mean Time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray for you, as 
I am with great Compaſſion, and great Eſteem, 


moſt tenderly, moſt ſincerely your's, 
James HERVEY, 


LTYT TEE 


Dear Sir, 
1 Should be glad to ſuggeſt any Thing, either for 


your Improvement, or Conſolation.— But what 
can I ſuggeſt, while you entertain ſuch hard 
Thoughts of Chrift, and will not be perſuaded out 
of this ſtrange Notion, “that the Curſe of God 
© has lighted on you, and will follow you to the 
& Grave.” Such a Thought (and it muſt be taken 
up without any real Foundation) not only renders 
you extremely miſerable, but will blaſt all your 
future Uſefulneſs. —Suppoſe _ had rebelled againſt 
God in a more extraordinary Degree than even your 
vo U 2 ewn 
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own Imagination can paint; and ſuppoſe you was 
rejected by Him at the preſent; yet what ſays the 
Apoſtle. Humble yourſelf in the Sight of the 
Lord, and He will lift you up.“ (Jam. iv. 10.) 
As to the Quotation from Mr. *, Letter to 
ou, wherein he obſerves with a kind of triumphant 
Matignity, «© that the Devil had taken an Advan- 
& tage of you, in Relation to ſome imprudent 
« Management in the Affair, at *, c. Ce. 
& c. and dragged you, as he expreſſes it, through 
cc a Horſe-pond, dirtied and wet to the great Di- 
& verſion of the Spefators.” I aſk of what Spec- 
tators? Of the worldly-minded — and the en- 
vious; to whom your. former flouriſhing State as 4 
firſt Rate Chriſtian, was a conſtant and viſible Re- 
proach ; yet Chri/t (tho? you are now thus depreſſed) 
is ſtil] your Friend, and will break Satan's Teeth ; 
and though dirty, will cleanſe you; though wet, 
will receive and warm you, | | 
Now let me put a Quęſtion to you;—Would you 
reject your Child, becauſe, when dreſſed in its beſt 
Cloaths, He had met with a like Misfortune !— 
Or, ſuppoſe He had rambled out in the Snow, and 
ſcratched himſelf with Briars, and came to you 
bleeding and cold, would you turn him out of 
Doors, when he claimed your Pity? We do not 
know Chriſt well enough, how kind! how good He 
is to us What is my Kindneſs and Compaſſion 
for you (on which you ſeem to place ſo high a 
Value) in Compariſon of Chris ?*—Have I been 
nailed to the Croſs for you? Oh pray earneſtly to 
Him, for | | 


To Him, to Him, *tis giv'n, 
Paſſion, and Care, and Anguiſh to deſtroy, 
Thro' Him ſoft Peace and Plentitude of Joy 
Perpetual o'er the World redeem'd ſhall flow. 


Prior's Solomon. 
He 
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He has ſatisfied God for all your Sins: He is your 
Advocate; — and has procured for you the ineſtima- 
ble Gift of the Holy Spirit to ſubduè your Iniqui- 
ties, —Cultivate the Love of God in your Heart, 
and He will make your Path of Duty plain before 
you, I dare ſay, God will make you more abun- 
dantly uſeful than ever: Oh bring your Mind off 
from this deſtructive Notion, * that the Curſe of 
ed follows you.” — This is a Suggeſtion of Sa- 
tan's to prevent your Uſefulneſs ; but remember 
that Text, „ The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of Temptations.” (2 Peter ii. 9.) 
And he will certainly deliver you out of this, and 
reſtore you to his wonted Favour, | 

Don't ſele& ſuch terrifying Texts for your Men 
ditation, as in your Letter you tell me you have 
done.—lIt is as improper, as if you ſhould eat 
the coldeſt Melon, or uſe the moſt flight Coyering 
when ſhivering with an Ague. Chuſe the Morns 
ing after you receive this Letter (by Way of _ 
dote to the Texts of your own ſelecting) the fol- 
lowing for your Meditation : His Mercy is greater 
than the Heavens; (Pſalm cviii. 4.) His Mercy en- 
dureth for ever. (Pſalm exviii. 1.) Put together 
theſe tue Expreſſions, and ſee whether they do not 
amount to more than either your Imprudences, or 
your Diſtreſs.— Vou have to be ſure done amiſs, 
and dealt fooliſhly in the Matter of **, God for- 
bid I ſhould ju/ify your Conduct: But oh let it 
not be ſaid, let it not be once ſurmiſed, that it is 
beyond the Reach of God's unmeaſurable Good- 
neſs to pardon, or of Chriſt's immenſely rich Me- 
rits to expiate, The Lord foves you with an ever= 
laſting Love; and take if you pleaſe, the latter Part 


of the xxxth of 1/aiah, Verſe 18. for your Contem+ 
plation ;— The Words are, „For the Lord is a 
** God of Judgment: Bleſſed are they, that wait for 
66. Dope" | 


U 3 None 
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None can tell, none can think, what Mercy 
there is with the Lord; with inconceivable Ten- 
derneſs his Bowels yearn towards the weakeſt, 
fraileſt Believer in his dear Son. We have diſho- 
noured his Holineſs, and violated his Law; but 
let us not, to accumulate our Follies, derogate from 
the boundleſs Riches of his Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, 
to all thoſe who ſzek, and intreat it.— There is a 


wide Difference between Humiliation, and De- 


3 near to Chriſt with an humble Bold - 
neſs. 

May you ſee many, many Vears on Earth; and, 
when the Earth ſhall be no more, may you be re- 
ceived into the New Teruſalem; where dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs, conſummate Righteouſneſs, and 
— Happineſs, —T his, my dear Sir, is my 
earneſt Wiſh, and fervent Prayer for you, and for 
myſelf, who am, with great Compaſhon and trug 
Regard, n 


4 ycur obliged humble Servant and Friend, 
JAukSs HERVEY, 


P. 8. My favourite Author Liborius Zimmer- 
mannus, whiſpers to me on this Occaſion the fol- 
lowing Paſſage: „Said I not unto thee, if thou 
ec wouldſt BELIEVE, thou ſhouldſt sEE the Glory 
* of God, and experience his Goodneſs, when lea 
ec deſerved, or rather notoriouſly forfeited,” Hence 
may we be convinced, that his Loving-kindneſs is 
unsn ed, is unwearied, is infinite; as much ſur- 
paſſing all our Follies, and all our Thoughts, as 
the World of Waters exceeds the Drop of a Buc- 
ket.—Oh for a Spirit of ſteady Faith to live un- 
der the continual BELIEF of this precious, pre- 
cious Truth. 4 lg pb e 


L'E T- 
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LATTER ke: 


Dear Siſter, Biddeford, OFober 12, 1742. 


I Received your kind Letter. It was a Pleaſure 

to hear from Harding/tone, the Place which gaye 
me Birth, and the Place which preſerves my Siſ- 
ter, —I am obliged to the Rev, Mr. Roſe for re- 
membring me, and deſire him to accept my beſt 
Compliments; I hope he will be an Inſtrument of 
doing much Good. To ſave Souls is the no- 
bleſt Acquiſition in the World; infinitely more 
deſirable, than to find great Spoils. May this be 
his Honour and Happineſs, and may it be ny con- 
tinual Aim ! 

My poor Ants are no more, they are gone the 
Way of all Fleſh; Eternity has —— them; 
their State is now become unchangeable. Oh, 
that we may be alarmed by their Departure, an 
labour while we have Time, to make our Calling 
and Election ſure ! | 

My Mother tells me, you have been much in- 
diſpoſed : I ſhall rejoice to hear, that you are bet- 
ter. Sickneſs and Afflictions are God's Call; they 
are divine Admonitions, and warn us not to be 
fond of the World, but to ſet our Affections on 
Things above. May the bleſſed Jeſus make them 
effectual to our Souls! 

I with I had any News to write, that you can 
underſtand, and reliſh. The Small-Pox is mark- 
ing many, and carrying off ſome among us: It is 
a Privilege of no ſmall Value to be pa that in- 
fectious Diſorder : I have often thought, that it is 
too lively an Emblem of the Condition of our Souls 
by corrupt Nature and evil Practice. So polluted, 
ſo loathſome is our better Part in the Eye of un- 
created Purity, till we are waſhed, till we are 
cleanſed in redeeming Blood. May we earneſtly 

"172" long 
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long to be waſhed in that Fountain, opened in our 
Saviour's Side, for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs. 

See how our Judgments and Inclinations alter 
in Proceſs of Time ! I once thought I ſhould make 
Jeſs Uſe of the Spectators than you ; but now I be- 
lieve the Reverſe of this is true, for we read one or 
more of thoſe elegant and inſtructive Papers every 
Morning at Breakgaſt ; they are ſerved up with our 
Tea, according to their original Deſign. We rec- 
kon our Repaſt imperfect, without a little of Mr, 
Addiſon's or Mr. Steel's Company. I wiſh Miſs 
Becky K—— an Increaſe of Happineſs in the Change 
of her State ; Marriage ſhould augment our Joys, 
and diminiſh our Sorrows. My humble Service 
attends Mrs. K——, Mr. C——'s Family, and 
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Mr. J My Love to my Brother, and to 
yourſelf concludes all at preſent to be communi- 
Fated by 
Dear Siſter, 
your affectionate Brother, 


J. HERVEY. 


LETTER CV. 


Sir, We/ton-Favell, Dec. 6, 17 56. 
I Received your obliging and valuable Preſent of 


the Scriptural + Poems, wrote by an American. 
It is an extraordinary Performance, conſidering the 
diſadvan- 


| 2, oo Ars. = a SEE, 
* a — = —_— 


+ The Author of theſe /cri#tural Poems had no other 
Education, than what a Country School Miſtreſs could 
beſtow cn Him. How far He improved by his own 
Induſtry, notwithſtanding the oppreſſive Weight of 
Poverty and Diſtreſs he laboured' under, theſe ſcrip- 

- tural Poems evidently few, as the Sallies of true Ge- 
We 27 | ius 
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diſadvantageous Circumſtances, under which the 
Author laboured.—4 Spirit of Zeal and Devotion 
animates the Mhole.— There are too ſome elevated 
Thoughts, and fine Lines in it, particularly in that 
Part of his Poems, which He intitles Man's Fall 
and Exaltation, or the Chriſtian Triumph. 

I hope the Sale of it will anſwer your Expecta- 
tion, and recompenſe the Coſt you have beſtowed 
in Printing it ſo elegantly, and on ſo fine a Pa- 
per.—But, be that as it may, you have my beſt 
Wiſhes that it may become the Darling of the 
Publick ; and you — at the ſame Time the ſin- 
cere Thanks of, Sir, 


your obliged, humble Servant, 
| James HERver. 


LETTER cv. 


Saturday Morning. 
THANKS to my dear Friend, for the Enter- 


tainment He has given me, by Hanway's Ac- 
count of + Nadiar Shah; an illuftrious Villain in- 
deed ! He ſpread Firebrands, Arrows and Death. 
May we be conformed to his Image, who went 
about doing Good, n * 2G 


nius are every where viſible in his Compoſitions, Such 
a Diamond as his, even rough from its native Mine, 
plays a ſprightlier Beam, than one of a more languid 
and feeble Luſtre, which has received the higheſt Po- 
liſh of Education. A 

It is fold by Rivington in St. Paul's Church-Yard, the 
ſecond Edition, Price 1 5. Wo | 

+ See Hanway's accurate and entertaining Travels, 
- two Volumes Quarto, Page 255 of the ſecond Vo- 
ume, 
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If you have Voltaire's Life of Lewis XIV. be 
— to give me the Peruſal of it: I fancy, his 
eign in France, was ſomewhat like the Auguſtan 
Age in Rome. Periods of Politeneſs both But 
what are thoſe to Heaven? that World, where 
DWELLETH Righteouſneſs, conſummate Righte- 
ouſneſs and everlaſting Happineſs, Don't you long, 
more and more, for thoſe Courts of the living 
God ! Don't you love Him more and more, who 
(after He had overcome the Sharpneſs of Death) 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers ? 

Warburton J hear has publiſhed two Volumes of 
Sermons, Octavo; in which it ſeems, He has de- 
cried experimental Religion, diſregarded the Pe- 
culiarities of the Goſpel, and treated the Opera- 
tions of the Spirit as mere Enthuſiaſm. If this be 
the Effect of his great Learning, then good Lord 
deliver us all, ſay I, from — an Attainment. If 
you either have, or can borrow them, juſt let me 
peep on them. Don't buy them to pratify me; L 
can reliſh Nothing but what is evangelical. 

Your Friend's Diſſertations were put into my 
Hands; very pure Diction, but that is all; all to 
me, at leaſt, "There was the Bone, but the Mar- 
row was gone; Jeſus Chriſt, my Portion and 
your's, was forgot. How different his Strain from 
St. Paul's Reſolution, *I am determined to know 
Nothing but Chrift Jeſus and Him crucified,” 
which happened to be the Subject of my Exhor- 
tation to my Family laſt Night. Lord reveal thy 
adorable Son, the all-ſufficient Saviour in our 
Hearts; and the more others negle& Him, ſo much 
the more let us, my dear Friend, be zealous to ho- 
nour Him. 

I have looked into the Manuſcript you ſent me. 
There ſeems to be many lively and ſpirited Senti- 
ments in it, but ſurely it is defeCtive in the main 


Point. St. Paul, I am apt to think, upon a _ 
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ſal of the Treatiſe, would ſay, the Author has 
good Senſe, may be no bad Moraliſt, but being ig- 
norant of God's my Ts and going about 
to eſtabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, he has not ſub- 
| mitted to the Righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3.— 
Lord, give us an Underſtanding, that we ma 
know Him, that is true! Then we ſhall ſee Chrilt 
2 the God-Man, to be in the grand Affair of 
alvation, like the Meridian Sun; and all other 

Things, like the Stars at Noon-Day. | 

Did you ever read Mr. JWhalley's * Remarks 
upon Shakeſpear ? If you have not, I will ſend you 
the Pamphlet. They are very ingenious, and well 
deſerve the Notice of the Publick; particularly of 
your's, who are ſuch an Admirer of Shakeſpear. 

When you can ſpare Francis's Tranſlation of 
1 (I ſuppoſe it is the ſame Francis who 
tranflated Horace) favour me with a Sight of it. 
A Sight of this will content me; but God's Word, 
that ineftimable Book, which ſhews me the Way of 
Salvation, T would cleave to, I would dwell upon. 
And would not you, my dear Friend, do ſo too? 
Ey roblosg 100k. 

My Text on Wedneſday Evening will be a com- 
plete Deſcription of a Chriſtian ; vg. We are 
« the Circumciſion, which worſhip God in the 
Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no 
Confidence in the Fleſh.” (Philip. in. 3.) A 
fine Subject for your Meditation /—Why ſhould I 
not add, for your Converſation alſo ? 


Ever your's, JAMES HERVEY. 


This Gentleman publiſhed all Ben TFon/on's 
Works; wrote a Supplement to Mr. Hervey's Remarks 
on Lord Bolingbroke ; (ſee Vol. I. Pag. viii. of the Life) 
and is now compiling the Hiſtory and Antiquities of 
Northamptonſhire, in three Volumes folio, 
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P. S. I have almoic finiſhed Theron and Aſpa- 
fo; —and in the fixteenth Dialogue, you will find 
ſome Animadveriions on immode/t Paintings and 
Statues, May the God of Purity proſper my En- 
deavours to aboliſh this v:ic:2us Taſte; and may all 
ſuch Indecencies. be removed, as they cannot but 
ſhock every truly religious Bcholder. 


ET IE 8 OL 


— 
TELE our ingenious Friend at **, if I did 
not give a direct Anſwer to his Queſtion, it 
was becauſe he had ſtated it improperly. His Man- 
ner was like making a raw Apothecary's Appren- 
tice the proper Judge of a Doctor's Bill : If ſuch 
a Chap could take upon Him to ſay, Doctor, 
« your Language is unintelligible, your Recipes 
are injudicious,” what Auer would you make? 
Some ſuch; Anſwers muſt be made, even to Dr. 
C*** and Mr, O**, if they or Dr, C*** main» 
tain or would inſinuate, that the Myſtery of Sanc- 
tification, as delineated by Marſhall, is unintelli- 
gible, and injudicious ; merely becauſe THEY do not 
immediately diſcern its Propriety.— l own, the 


third, and fourth Direction of Mr. Marſhall ſeem 


obſcure + ; but this does not ariſe from any impro- 
per Manner of treating the Subjects, but from the 
myſterious Nature of the Subjects themſelues. 


+ There 1s confeſſedly Somewhat of Obſcurity in the 
third, and fourth Direction ;—and as Mr. Mar/hall's 
Directions are of a very evangelical Nature, they wall 
undoubtedly appear to be out of the common Road; 
though his Method is remarkably inftruQtive, as no 
Man perhaps was ever better acquainted with the hu- 
man Heart; and the Method he has laid doin for the 
effectual Practice of Holineſs is admirable, 5 

, 2 This, 


„ : 

This, fays Dr. C**, is my firm Fafth, “e that, 
c if we do well, we ſhall be accepted through the 
& Merits of Chriſt.” —I might aſk the Door 
whether He does well? Dare he avow this, even 
before me his Fellow-Worm, and Fellow-Sinner ? 
How then will he maintain the Pretenſion before 
that infinitely pure God, in whole Sight the very 
Heavens are unclean ?—But I chuſe to a/# him, 
(what may ſeem /e/5 offenſive) has He never read 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith * ?—of being made 
Righteous by one Man's Obedience + ? and of Righ- 
teouſneſs imputed without Works | ? Now I ſhould 
be glad to learn, what the Holy Spirit means by 
theſe Expreffions? And if our worthy Friend 
pleaſes to ſhew, how his Faith can be made con- 
formable to any one of theſe Texts, I will under- 
take to — the Conformity of my Faith to 
them all. —Ah ! why ſhould we hug a deſpicable 
Rag, and reject a Suit of beautiful Apparel? The 
Lord Jeſus enable us all to diſcern the Things that 
are excellent 

Let me this Chriſimas, wiſh you and Mrs, * * 
all Joy, and Peace in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are the 
true Compliments of the Seaſon, and therefore 
ſent by | 


your true Friend, 
James HERVEX. 


LETTER CVIL 


Dear Sir, 
] Here ſend you Part of my Manuſcript Copy of 
= Theron and Aſpaſio: If you think it worth your 
While to beſtow any Corrections upon them well; 
* Rom. x. 6. + Rom, v. 19. Þ Rom. iv. 6. 
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if not, this alſo is well. For my own Party fo 
very languid are my animal Spirits, I am more and 
more indifferent about them: I ſee ſo much Weak· 
neſs in my Mind, and ſo many Imperfections in 
my Compoſitions, that I am afraid to venture 
upon the Stage of Obſervation again. An oblig- 
ing Letter from Mr. H——r, informs me of his 
Willingneſs to peruſe and correct any literary At- 
rempt of mine; and diſcovers, I think, ſtill more 
the Integrity, Simplicity, and Piety of his Heart, 

I prefer both South's and Delaune's Sermons to 
the Biſhop's for Soundneſs of DoQtrine.—The ut 
might be crabbed in his Temper, and the ſecond 
voluptuous in his Life, yet both are more evangeli- 
cal in their Sentiments than He is.—-Thoſe, who 
can read ſuch Kind of moral Eſſays as the Biſhop's, 
{very improperly called Sermons) as Guides to 
Heaven, and as good Comforters while on Earth, 
will one Day I hope form a better Judgment, and 
be enabled in a clearer Manner to diſcern the Things 
which are excellent. 

On Dr. Stonhouſe's + Recommendation, I have 
lately read Dr. Yatts's Treatiſe on the Love of God, 

and 


+ As Authors dier ſo very much in their Notions 
concerning the Love of God, and the Uſe of the Paſ- 


ſions in Prayer, the Editor concluded it would not be 


unacceptable to the Reader, if he ſubjoined Dr. Ston- 
houſe's * judicious Remarks on a Subject, which Bi- 
ſhop Headley and Dr. Snape have ſo ſtrenuouſly de- 
bated. 4 6 

This is a pathetick Addreſs to the Heart, which 
« could with in the Hands of almoſt every Reader, 


„ for upon the whole I ſcarcely. know a more impor- 
tant Book, as it ſhews the right Uſe, as well as the 


Ste the Eighth Edition of bis FRIENDLY ADvICEg To A pa- 


«© noto - 
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and its Influence on all the Paſſions ; which is indeed 
a moſt excellent Book, happily calculated for Uſe- 
fulneſs.—If you have never ſeen it, you have a Plea- 

| ſure 


* notorious Abuſe of the Paſſions in Matters of Re- 
«« ligion; aud points out the happy Medium between 
«© the rapturous Flights, and even indecent Expreſ- 
« fions of Enthuſiaſts on the one Hand, and the dry 
«« Reaſonings, and cold Addreſſes of the Lukewarm 
„ on the other. The extravagant Sallies, wild Tranſ- 
«« ports, and heated Imaginations of the former, will 
« often in the Judgment of the latter, ſeem nearly 
” . to Madneſs, and be ridiculed as ſuch. 
T0 far as they are exceflive and irrational, they 
% are unqueſtionably blameable, and moſt carefully to 
«© be avoided; yet grateful Acknowledgments, and 
«© the humble Approaches of a dependent reaſonable 
«« Being, to an omnipotent Creator, and infinitely be- 
ec nevolent Benefactor, demand far different Affec- 
c tions and Expreſſions from thoſe, with which we 
«« purſue a mechanical Improvement, or demonſtrate 
% a mathematical Propoſition.— We are to love the 
« Lord our God with all our Hearts, and with all our 
«« Strength; but the Expreſſions of this Love, where 
« it is equally ſincere, will yet be different in different 
« Conſtitutions, Prayer, according to my Apprehen- 
, fion, may not improperly be defined an Addreſs to 
«« Heaven, enlivened with ſuch Degrees of .Fervour 
« and Intenſeneſs, as our natural Temper, influen- 
«© ced by a true Senſe of God and his Attributes, 
% may produce, 
«« Excellent Inſtruction of various Kinds may be 
e found in this Treatiſe. A ſtriking Meditation of 
<< the Author's upon the Argument of each Diſcourſe, 
„ ſhews the practical Uſes of the ſeveral Propoſitions 
e which he maintains, and directs the Reader to uſe 
c his own Paſſions, as a Spur to quicken his Progreſs 
in the Chriſtian Life.” —The following Quotation, 
«© will ſhew the Regard which the great Dr. Boerhaave 
«4 paid to Treatiſes on this important Subject. p- His 
cc 1me 
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ſure yet to come; and I would by all means adviſe 
you to get it.— The Love of God is indeed the 
Source and Soul of Religion ;—and what can pro- 
duce it, what can cheriſh it, but a Senſe of God's 
Love to us manifeſted in his dear Son? by whom 
we are fully aſſured, that he has forgiven us all 
Treſpaſſes, and will give us Life eternal. 

Preſent my affectionate Compliments to your 
Family, and believe me, as I really am, 


moſt cordially your's, 
James HERVEY. 


LETTER CI. 


My dear Friend, | Vefton- Favell, Feb. 22. 
T HE three Volumes of, Theron and Aſpaſis deſire 


- you firſt to accept them, then freely to ani- 
madvert upon them ; and above all, to implore the 
Bleſſing of God for them. —I think, when People's 
Sentiments differ ſo exceſſively as Mr, ** s 
and mine, it is beſt to be at a Diſtance. O! 


| we we all be kept cloſe to our divine Head; 
an 


in a little Time, that, which is imperfect, 
will be done away. We ſhall ſee Him, as He 
is, and know, as we are known.—I hope you 
proſper in your Health, and are bleſſed in your mi- 
niſterial Labours. The Book you inquire after, 
which Mr. *** ſaw in my Study Window at Ve 
ton, and deſcribed to you as a well-thumbed Lillipu- 
tian of two or three Inches high, was written by 
one Mr. Begatziy, a German; in which Language 


Time was whelly taken up in viſiting the Sick, 
, ſearching into every Part of Medicine with the ut- 


% moſt Diligence, reading the Scriptures, and thoſe 


Authors, who place the Love of God, and its conſe- 


it 


. 


it paſſed nineteen Editions, from which it is now 
tranſlated , and intitled, The Golden Treaſury for 
the Children of God, whoſe Treaſure and Hearts are 
in Heaven; containing ſelect Texts of the Bible, 
with praQtical Obſervations in Proſe and Verſe, 
for every Day in the Year, —It is pretty well. 
thumbed, for there is rarely a Day paſſes that I do 
not make U/z of it; and particularly when I am 
ſo languid, as to be incapable of attending to my 
uſual Studies. The Author very properly calls it 
a Golden Treaſury for the Children of God, who' 
eſteem the Word of God more than Gold, and much 
fine Gold ;—and from which they may be daily ſup-" 
plied with proper Advice and Relief in all Man- 
ner of ſpiritual Neceſſities, as Thouſands have hap- 
pily experienced already;— The Verſes are elegant, 
and edifying on moſt of the Subjects—and it was 
his earneſt Deſire and Prayer,. that the Lord in his 
infinite Gaodneſs would pleaſe to bleſs his Endea- 
vours to the Good of many Souls, and to the Glory 
of his holy Name.—Mr. Begatz#y obſerves: judi- 
cioully, that it is not to be — Loy that a Per- 
formance of this Nature, will ſuit the Taſte of 
thoſe, who unhappily miſtake mere' outward Mora- 
lity for true Chriſtianity ; and go no further than 
natural Reaſon and Strength will carry them : But 
ſuch as either have, or deſire to have a real Experi- 
ence of the Kingdom of God in their Souls, will 
find much in it to the awakening, comforting, and 
encouraging their Hearts in the right Way. | 
That we may know, and ever continue in that 
right Way, is my dear Friend, the frequent and 
ardent Prayer of, 


your affectionate Brother in Chrift, | 
onde Henley y . James Hervey, 
Sold by Linde.in Catherine-Street, Strand. Price 
Two Shillings. . | | 
Your. II. X L E T- 
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2 | Wilton, Saturday Morning. 
UCH I loved, and much I eſteemed my dear 
Friend, before; but now, methinks I love and 

eſteem him more, on Account of his kind Accept- 
ance of my free Admonitions.—Do my dear 
Friend, let us remember how important the Hours 
of our preſent Life, and the Moments of focial In- 
tercourſe are.—Dr. Wall of Vorceſter, who has a 
fine Taſte for Painting, can, though engaged in 
reat Buſineſs, paint, and talk now and then upon 
— Dr. Cotton of St. Alban's, who has a 
fine Genius for Poetry; though amidſt a Variety 
of Employs, can write, and give his Sentiments 
on Poetry; and why ſhould not. Dr, $**, though 
in an, equally. large Sphere of Action, edify his 
Acquaintance, by his Tongue and Pen, with ſome 
religious Hints. This, I think, is his diſtinguiſh- 
ing Talent; and when He pleafes, I am ſure no 
Man knows how to introduce Scripture better, or 
to converſe in a more ſtriking Manner. Oh!] that 
a Stricture of it may run thro', brighten, and dig- 
nify his Temper, his Buſineſs, his whole Con- 
verſation! 

Lou are perfectly right in eſteeming thoſe Au- 
thors, whoſe Piety beams through all their Pages. 
And for this very Reaſon, I eſteem, admire and 
embrace _ Works; Marſhall on San&ification ; 
and. H/itherſpoon on the imputed "Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt; becauſe Nothing has ſo efficacious and be- 
nign an Influence on true Piety, as their Doc- 
trines: Nothing ſo ſweetly calms the Confcience, 
ſo thoroughly refines the Affection, or, to fay all 
in a Word, ſo effectually ſheds abroad the Love of 
God in the Heart. 

; I wiſh 


[ 997 J 

I wiſh you and Mrs. $**, Abundanceof Comfort 
in Miſs Sophra. It was ſaid of one, Nabal is his 
Name, and Folly is with him, (1 Sam. xxv. 25.) So 
I fay of your Infant Daughter, Sophia is her Name, 
and may M iſdom be with her!] even the » ae 
opt, the Wiſdom from above, which St. James ſo 
charmingly deſcribes in chap. iii. 17. and not with 
her only, but with her Parents, and with their truly, 

affectionate Friend, | 
J. Hervey, 


LETT TFT ER-CK. 


My dear Friend, Miles's Lane, Saturday Morn. 


I F I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr. 
C**#y on Tueſday Morning. He has a delicate 
Genius, and I dare fay he is an excellent Phyſician : 
—Oh that his fine Parts may be grafted into the 
true Olive-Tree, and bring forth Fruit unto God. 
If Providence permits us to meet, I hope to have 
ſome evangelical Diſcourſe with him. 
Sure you could not go to London, without put- 
ting to your Heart ſome of your own important 
Queſtions, under the Heads of Self-Examination; 
—Have you indulged yourſelf in needleſs Amuſe- 
ments, needleſs Diverſions of any Kind? Have 
you employed your Time uſefully to your/elf, or to: 
others? My deareſt Friend, remember in what 
Book, by whoſe Hand ſeveral ſuch like Queſtions 
are written | I fear you have not ſo much as ſpoke 
one Word for Chri/t, ſince you have entered the 
Metropolis; though you. muſt have had /o many 
Opportunities. h! why do you thus bury your 
ſprightly Talents in a Napkin !—Edify your Neigh- 
bours by your Converſation.— What a Loſs has 
Mr. ** and Mr. ***, and others of your Cor- 


reſpondents, ſuſtained by your forgetting, or diſ- 
4 X 2 uſing 
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uſing the Language of Sion ?—TI have lately pur- 
chaſed Lowman's Expoſition of the Revelations, — 
Give me Leave to refer you to the fifth Verſe of 
the ſecond Chapter, 38 therefore from 
„ whence thou art fallen, and do thy fr Works.“ 
Pray lend me Lowman on the Civil Government of 
the Hebrews, which I hear is a moſt excellent Book, 
F and illuſtrates many obſcure Paſſages in the Bible. 
C |: Do you keep a Diary as you uſed to do, a ſecret 
| Hiſtory of your Heart and Conduct, and take No- 
tice of the Manner in which your Time is ſpent, 
and of the Strain, which runs through your Di/- 
courſe ? Do you minute down your Sins of Omiſſiun 
1 as well as of Commiſſign, and obſerve the Frame of 
15 your Spirit in religious Duties? Do you regiſter 
4 our ng ſecret Faults, thoſe Faults to which none 
bue our own Conſcience is privy z none but the 
all- ſceing Eye diſcerns ?—And do you often review 
theſe intereſting Memoirs ? remembering at the 
fame Time, that for all theſe Things God will 
one Day call you into Judgment. Keeping a Diary 
is the Way to know ourſelves, and of all other Pre- 
paratives it beſt diſpoſes us to Prayer; and to ſeek 
in Earneſt after that bleſſed Redeemer, who died to 
fave Sinners; and through whom alone we can ever 
expect to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, | 
Adieu! my dear Friend I- God in Heaven bleſs, 
and protect you! I hope to ſee you ere long—and 
am in the mean Time with true Regard, 
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your's faithfully and affectionately, 


JAMES HERVET. 
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LETTER CXL. 


Madam, IW:fton-Favell, Sept. 4, 1758. 


NE fo good as to preſent my very affectionate 

_ Compliments to your excellent Friend Mr. 
Kennedy. Inform him, thay my intended Wark has 
for a long Seaſon, on Account of my great Infir- 
mities, been like the Sun in Gibean, and like the 
Moon in the Valley of Ajalon. I ſhall be particu- 
larly pleaſed and thankful to receive his Thoughts 
on that important Subject, the Aſſurance of Faith, 
Mine are much the ſame as Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine's 
in his valuable Sermons, and as ir. Bofton's in his 
moſt judicious “ Notes on The Marrow of Modern 
Divinity, 

Pray, Madam, favour me with a long Extract 
from Mr. Kennedy's 4 Letter; J do aſſure you, I 
admire his Writings : They have a Beauty, which 
is quite natural and artleſs; joined with a Piety, 
which is very affecting, and edifying. 


* See Page 154 of this Volume. 

+ Mr. Kennedy, who Mr. Hervey, ſo highly and 
juſtly reſpected, is Miniſter at the Scat Church in 
Rotterdam. 

In the laſt Letter Mrs. C- received from Mr. Her- 
vey are theſe Words: I received your's with 
«© good Mr. Kennedy's Letter incloſed.—lt ſpeaks the 
very Sentiments of my Heart, mach better than my 

% own Tongue or Pen could expreſs them. I don't 
«« perceive a ſingle Sentence, to which I ſhould make 
«« any Objection. With other Believers in Jeſus 
«© Chriſt, | would be of ene Heart, but with Mr. Ken- 
** nedy I have the Pleaſure to be of one Ming. I beg 
you to preſent my moſt affectionate Reſpects tg the 
« worthy Writer, and deſire him to give us a Conti- 
% nuation of his Thoughts.“ 

3 A Book 


L 370 ] 
A Book has lately appeared, in two ſmall Vo- 
Jumes, intitled, Letters on Therou and ele. I 


cannot ſay I would recommend it to your Peruſal; 
but I ſhould be glad, if you would mention it in 
ſome Converſation with your learned and devout 
Viſitants, in order to know their Opinion. For 
my own Part, I hardly can tell what Opinion to 
form. The Author conceals his Name, and it 
ſeems difficult to diſcover his Principles, or his 
Aim. Some Things are excellent, written with 
Spirit, and in a Strain truly evangelical ; in ſome 
Things I ſtand corrected by Him; I kiſs the Rod, 
and, far from being diſpleaſed, am thankful for his 
Animadverſions; though in ſome Inſtances, he has 
acted a diſingenuous Part; not conſulting the moſt 
correct Edition of my Book, not adverting to my 
own Explanation of my Meaning, and making me 
approve the V hole of a Perſons Works +, where 
I only commend ſome particular Part, But what 
gives me the greate/t Diſguſt, and will, I believe, 
offend every candid Reader, is a bitter Vein of 
Contempt and Invective againſt ſome of the beſt 
of Men that cver lived, and ſome of the beſt Au- 
thors that ever wrote, I once thought, the Apoſ- 
tle Fames's Queſtion implied an Impoſlibility ; but 
it ſeems to be reduced to real Fact by the Pen of 
this Critick, and in the Letters on Theron and A, 
paſio, where the Fountain ſends forth at the ſame 


+ Mr. H-rwyey did not think himſelf under an Obli- 
gation to defend every particular Sentiment of an Au- 
thor, whoſe 'Tr-atife he might approve in general.-— 
And here it may be proper to obſerve, that his own 
Candour, and the frequent Solicitations of others, in- 
duced him to be more indulgent than He ought, and to 
give rather too favourable an Opinion: for which he has 
been miſrepreſented by the Artful, and abuſed by the 
"Maleyolent. | 3 


Place, 


{ 31 2 


Place, in the ſame Performance, ſweet Water and 

bitter. mY 

I hope you will not at with Mr. Kennedy ac- 
cording to the exact Rules of Retaliation ; but 

though He has been /low to write, you will be ſwi/? 
to anſwer, that He may the more ſpeedily improve 

and delight yourſelf, Madam, and | gh 


your very humble Servant, 
James HeRvEr. 


LETTER CXIL. 


Dear Sir, | Saturday Morning. 
I AM ſorry to hear, that Mr. *** ſhould think m 
+ Doctrine tends to the Introduction of Licenti- 
ouſneſs, —Far, very far from it Mine is the ge- 
nuine Doctrine of the Scriptures; and the only 
Doctrine to reclaim Mankind, as it encourages 
Sinners not to continue in their Sins, but to turn 
unto their injured Lord, and receive Salvation at 
his beneficent Hand.“ He, that cometh to me, J 
& will in no wiſe caſ? out, are our bleſſed Maſter's 
own Words; and all my Writings, Preaching, 
and Converſation, are founded on that comforta- 
ble Declaration to my loſt undone Fellow-Crea- 
tures; on that tender /zvitation to thoſe, in whom 
there is no Health. 

But Mr. ** js offended at this: He, like the 
Egyptian Taſkmaſters of old, requires Men to make 
Brick without Straw.—** Let us (ſays he unmind- 
ful of our Impotence) make ourſelves better, and 
then go to Chriſt, who will receive us fayourably 
for our Works Sate. But in this View our Works, 
even if we could perform them, without the Grace 
of Chriſt, would be ineffectual. (See Luke xvii. 
10.)—Are Theſe capable of expiating the Guilt of 

X 4 a pol- 
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152 
a polluted Race, and of procuring Salvation ?—If 
our Works could do THis, then Theſe and not Chriſt 
would be our Saviour.—l[f we had a Right to de- 
mand a Recompence for our Works, even on a Sup- 
poſition they were perfect, then a Redeemer and 
his Death would be uſeleſs : Surely therefore Mr. 
** Notions are contrary to the whole Tenor of 
the Goſpel ! May the divine Spirit open his Eyes, 
and incline his Wo to diſcover, that Chri/t * 
himſelf to all, who will come: The vie of Men 
have juſt the ſame Right to Chriſt and his Merits, 
as the bet of Men; a Right founded not on their 
awakened Deſires, not on any Thing in themſelves, 
but purely, ſolely, entirely on the free Grant of 
a Saviour.—We are all Sinners, though in a more 
or leſs Degree; and we muſt all flee ro Chriſt for 


2 Bleflings ; not as deſerving, but as guilty 


reatures; a ſad Mortification this to the proud 
Worldlings, or to the Self- Righteous Moraliſt, 
whom it is the Deſign of the Goſpel to humble. 

Mr. * (as I dare ſay you have often heard 
Him) ſpeaks of Heaven made eaſy, ** upon Condi- 
« tion * of Obedience to the Goſpel Commands.” — 
This would not be very eaſy to me, whatever it 
might be to Hm: But if Heaven and eternal Life 
be the Gift of God through "Feſus Chriſi,“ and 
given us on Account of his Obedience unto Death, 
then it is eaſy indeed. What Love is here! Well 
might the Apoſtle Paul ſay, that ** the Love of 
« Chriſt conſtraineth us.” Chriſt makes us free, 


and thoſe whom HE makes free, are + free indeed. 


* Mr. Hervey had ſeen ſo bad an Uſe made by the 
Socinians, of Conditions and Reguiſites, in Oppoſition to 
the Doctrine of Free- Grace, that he could by no Means 


allow even Faith, much leſs our Obedience, to be call- 


ed a Condition. 


+ Jahn vill, 36. 
| This 


al 


This is the Way of Salvation pointed out to us 
by the Wiſdom of the Almighty.—May our Eyes 
be eniightened to ſee this Way, which many wiſe 
Men overlook, at which many great Men are of- 
fended ! | 

I wiſh Mr. *** would ſtudy his Bible more, 
and the Claſſicts leſs. — There is little Good to be 
got by reading the Scripture careleſsly, but He, 
who humbly applies to God for Direction, and 
exerciſes Himſelf therein conſtantly and conſcien- 
tiouſly, will find ſuch an Efficacy, as is not to be 
found in any other Book whatever :—And there- 
fore it is called by way of Preheminence THz B- 
BLE (or THE BOOK;) importing, that as 
This, and only This, is a divine Work, no other 
Books can be compared, or even ſo much as named 
with it, It is the Book of Books; the Book of 


GOD: Mr. ** however neglects this Book, 1 


fearz and indeed, if I may ſpeak my Sentiments 
to you freely, I look upon Him to be ſo puffed up 


with Pride, and the Conceit of his own Abilities, 


that his Paſſions run away with Him, and he fires 
at every T hing, which thwarts any of the No- 
tions He has imbibed.—lIs not ſuch an one diſqua- 
lified for Friendſhip ?—Can a Man of his Diſpo- 
ſition attend coolly to Arguments againſt his- pre- 
conceived Opinion, how modeſtly, or forcibly ſoever 
ſuch Arguments may be urged ? This ſurely is 
not the Spirit of the Goſpel? nor are theſe the 
- Qualities of one, who profelſes himſelf a Diſciple 
of that Maſter, whoſe E 
de me for 1 am lowly, and meek.” I have no Hopes of 
doing Mr. ** any Good; and, as we think ſo 
very differently, the leſs we have to do with one 
another, perhaps, the better, He really is not now 
fit even for a Companion, much leſs for a Boſom 
Friend. No Man can be a proper Aſſociate (as a 
Writer of no ſmall Penetration has judiciouſly re- 
| marked) 


xhortation is, . Learn of 
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marked) in whom theſe, or ſuch like Infirmities 
are predominant; namely, 

1. If he be reſerved, or be incapable of commu- 
nicating his Mind freely.—2, If he be haughty, 
and proud of his Knowledge, imperious in his 
Diſpoſition, and fond of impoſing his own Senti- 
ments on us.— 3. If he be poſitive, and will diſpute 
to the End, by reſiſting the cleareſt Evidence ra- 
ther than be overcome.—4. If he be fretful and 
peeviſh, ready to take Things in a wrong Senſe, — 
5. if he affect Wit on all Occaſions, and is full of 
his Conceits, Puns, Quibbles, Jeſts and Repar- 
tees. Theſe may agreeably entertain and animate 
an Hour of Mirth, but they have no Place in the 


Search after Truth. 
6. If he carry about him a Sort of Craft ang 


Cunning, and Diſguiſe, acting rather like a Spy, 


than a Friend, Have a Care of ſuch an one as 
will make an d Uſe of Freedom in Converſation, 
and immediately charge you with ſhocking Terets, 
when you happen to differ from thoſe Sentiments 
which Authority, or Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, _ 

7. In ſhort, ava:d the Man, who praiſes any 
thing, that is unbecoming the Character of a ſincere, 
free, and open Searcher after Truth. And above 
all Things, pray and work againſt all evil Quali- 
ties in your own Breaſt. | 

[ had a Letter lately from our old Acquaintance 
in the Ne, who complains grievouſly of his Bur- 
thens, as he calls them. It ſeems he has ten Chil- 
dren; and is hipped to Death, leſt He, and his Fa- 


mily ſhould be reduced to Beggary. His Income 


to be ſure is ſcanty and precarious; but I conjured 
him not to be diffident of Providence; reminded 
him of our bleſſed Maſter's Charge ( Matthew. vi. 
2, 5.) againſt being too anxious about our Sub- 
ſiſtence in this Life; and I ſent him likewiſe the 


following Paſſage from a Poem of the . 
. 


1 37S 0 EE 
Mr. Onely's, aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that if 
He would have a due Concern for the Things, which 
are God's, then God would alſo be careful of Him, 
and his. 


* But Daughters, Sons—Alas ! thy Weakneſs ſean; 
« Know Preſcience never was det, 2 Man. 

< Their Wants you dread, ſome able Hand ſupplies; 
&« Their Wealth you build, ſome Accident deſtroys. 

&« From Thee ſome Mites, and honeſt Fame le giv'n; 
& The reſt—from Virtue, and the Care of Heav'n,” 


He fays, 1F HE HAD NOT BEEN DEPRIVED OF 
ForEsI1GHT, He had never married; and by Wa 
of Explanation ſent me an odd Quotation, which i 
have here tranſcribed : “ I cannot but admire the 
« Wiſdom of Nature in denying to Men and Wo- 
« men that Foreſight when they are young, which 
« they acquire at a greater Age; for without that, I 
« helieve the World could not ſubſiſt above four- 
« (core Years, and a new Creation of Man would 
« he wanted once every hundred Years at leaſt ; 
“ ſince the Inconventencies of Marriage, are experi- 
« mentally known to overballance the Conveniencies. 
« This YounG FoEs will not Believe, and thus 
« the World is peopled.” | 

Your Friend Colonel * * *, has made a Preſent 


of Steel's Chriſtian Hero, to all his Officers. —I wiſh, 


when he had been in ſuch a Diſpoſition, that he had 
given to all the common Men, Dr. oodiuard's 
Soldier's Monitor, which are not above fifteen Shil- 
lings per Hundred. —This Book was wrote by the 
Command of Queen Anne, as I have been told, and 
delivered to every Soldier at the Government's Ex- 
ence: The Sailor's Monitor, wrote by the ſame 
Hand, was given to every datlor.—And I think it 
very impolitick in the Government to diſcontinue fo 
well judged a Donation, —If I was Chaplain to a 
Regiment, I would preach before the Soldiers = this 
ext, 
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Text, © I have ſet the Lord always before me; be- 
&« cauſe he is at my right Hand, I ſhall not be mov- 
« ed.“ Pſal. xvi. 8. 

Your Reflections on ſeeing the Skeleton at Oxford, 
and on your near View of Death (in the emblema- 
tical Shape of a Skeleton with an Hour-Glaſs and a 
Dart) advancing towards you in your late Sickneſs, 
have ſuch a Similiarity with thoſe of a worthy 
Friend's of mine, as I think will both ſurprize and 
pleaſe you. —** Oh! my dear Sir, ſays he, to zalk of 
« Death, and to enter in earneſt upon dying, are two 
« different Things: To view the Meſſenger who 
« comes from the Jup,. of all, as actually ap- 
& proaching with his open Commiſſion in one 
Hand, and his uplifted Dart to execute it in ano- 
ether (an expecting Grave and eternal Judgment 
* in his immediate Train) is as different as to view 
* a painted Lion, who is only terrible on Canvaſs, 
t and actually to ſee him with his rolling Eyes, and 
& really to hear his tremendous Roar.“ 

HFave you ſeen the Reverend Mr. Adam's Practical 
Lectures on the Church Catechiſm?—He is an expe- 
rienced Chriſtian and a ſpirited Performance it is. 
— The ſame Gentleman wrote the Preface to Mr, 
(Truro) Walker's Heart-ſearching Sermons. — Dr. 
S* * made me a Preſent of it; and wrote in the 
Blank Leaf before the Title Page, What betwixt 
« the Frenzy of Anger, the Ague of Hopes and 
« Fears, the Fever of Lovegthe Conſumption of 
« Envy, our diſtempered Minds are kept under a 
& continual Diſeaſe, againſt which theſe Lectures 
c are a certain Specifick.” — Mr. Adam is Rector of 
intringbam in Lincelnſhire,—and has made, I am 
told, an amazing Reformation amongſt the People in 


La 


that Neighbourhood, who before his Settlement 
amongſt them were remarkably diſſolute, and igno- 
rant :—He ſpares no Pains in diſcharging his 
miniſterial Duty: His Congregations are very large, 

| hear, 


SE 


I hear, and Men, Women and Children, come ten 
or a dozen Miles to attend his Preaching. 

A Gentleman lent me the other Day Þr. Leland's 
View of the 2 Deiſtical Mriters; amongſt 
which is one Mok GA, who ſtyles himſelf a Mor ar 
PHILOSOPHER ; a Character, which is of late grown 
very faſhionable amongſt our modern Deiſts, but 
THEY might with equal Propriety call themſelves 
MIRACULOUS HEALERS; for THEY could as ſoon 
heal a decayed Body by their moral Philoſophy, as 
THEY could cure the Sin- Sick Soul by it. —Miſe- 
rable Teachers are all ſuch, who thus pretend to 
reform either themſelves, or Mankind.— He and He 
only can caſt Devils out of the Soul, who can ſay to 
the Leper, Be thou clean; —and to the Storm, 
« Be thou ſtill.” He anly can heal the decayed 
Body, who hath ſaid to the Paralytick, ** Take up 
« thy Bed, and walk.“ | 

I am, dear Sir, with great Reſpect, and much 
Eſteem, your moſt obliged, and very humble Ser- 
vant, | 

James Herver. 


P. S. I have a particular Reaſon for deſiring you 
would give me your well weighed Opinion of the 
amiable Dr. Watts's OR THoDoxy and CHarITY 
UNiTED :—lt is wrote with an excellent Deſign.— 
The Gentleman, who perſuaded me to purchaſe it, 
is a Perſon of great Candour, Learning, and Piety. 
[He is ſo fond of this Book, that he has recom- 
mended it to all his diſtant Acquaintance; and rarely 
goes into any Company, without introducing it in 
the Converſation: He extolls it in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, as a Piece which no Chriſtian ought to be 
without, ſince its grand End is to promote charita- 
ble Sentiments, and Practices towards one another, 


amidſt the numerous Follies, and Errors of the Lime. 


— Would to God our religious Differences were pro- 
perly 


[ 83 } 
perly ſettled on a ſure Foundation, that the con- 
tending Parties were reconciled in Love; and 
that © all Te, ꝛbho call ourſelves Chriſtians, might hold 
„the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
« and in Righteouſneſs of Life.” Amen, and 
Amen. 


GET EA CAL 


Dear Sir, W:/ton- Favell, Nov. 4, 1757. 


you wonder at my Delay in anſwering your' 
very friendly Letter : "This is the true Cauſe, 
When i received your Favour, I was very buſy, in 
diſpatching to the Preſs my three Faſt Sermons, late] 
publiſhed. By ſome Accident your Letter was 
miſlaid, and could not be found. This Day it came 
to Light, and, the Moment I looked upon the Date, 
it ſtruck me with a painful Regret, a Regret almoſt 
equal to the Pleaſure I enjoyed, in your edifying 
Converſation. 8 
. Your Lady has ſhewn the moſt welcome Com- 
laiſance to ne, and to the + Roſe; to me, in accept- 
ing what is leſs than a 'I rifle; to the Roſe, in put- 
ting it to ſuch a Uſe. Could that poor Vegetable 
be ſenſible, it would rejoice to be a Remembrancer of 
its moſt amiable Creator. The Prophet calls upon 
the whole Creation, inanimate as it is, to exult, and 
triumph in the Grace of our incarnate God. Sing, 
O Heavens; be joyful, O Harth; break forth into ſing- 
ing, ye Mountains; O Foreſts, and every Tree, whe- 
ther cultivated or wild, for the Lord, by his Incar- 


+ When this Gentleman was at Veſton, Mr. Herwey 
(as he walked with him in the Garden) plucked a. 
Roſe, and defired him to preſent it to his Wife, to put 
her in Mind of the Ro/e of Sharon. She paid that Re- 
gard to the Giver and the Gift, as to put it into a 
Frame with a Glaſs. | 


nation, 


SG = 0 


nation, Blood, and Righteouſneſs, has Redeemed 1 
rael, and glorified 5 0 moſt magnificently diſ- 
played all his divine erfections, in the Salvation of 
Jacob. ; 

7 I heartily wiſh, that Mrs. * * may become, eve 
Day, more and more acquainted with the Roſe of 
Sharon; that his Lovelineſs, Riches, and Glory, 
may be revealed in her Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Happy the Souls, in which this Flower of Heaven 
bloſſoms; which are charmed with its Beauty, and 
refreſhed with its Odours. Their Happineſs will 
not fade as a Leaf, but like the Merit and Mercy 
of their Lord, will be new every Morning; new 
every Moment, new through eternal Ages. 

I wiſh, I could gratify your benevolent Temper, 
by giving you a comfortable Account of my Health, 
But Nothing, adminiſtered for its Succour and Re. 
ſtoration, ſucceeds. It ſeems to be the Will of our 
great Phyſician, that my Strength ſhould be Labour 
and Sorrow. May his holy Will be done; only 
may my Faith in his Blood be ſtrong, and my Love 
of his Name be warm. Then I ſhall meet you, 


ere long, amidſt the innumerable Company of 


Angels, and no more complain, © My Head, my 
« Head;** no more fay, *I am ſick.“ | 

How ſhall I recompenſe my generous Doctor, for 
preſcribing without a Fee? By wiſhing, that he 
_ never want the Aid, which he ſo kindly tenders 
to his | 


affectionate Friend, and 


Brother in Chriſt, 


Janes Hervey. 
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LETTERCHV. 


Madam,  Wften- Favell, Feb. 22, 1758. 


I Received the Favour of your Letter, and found no 
* ſmall Pleaſure in peruſing its Contents. It gave 
me a fingular Satisfaction, to ſee a Lady of ſuch 
fine Senſe, and in the very Bloom of Life, mindful 
of the Things which belong to her eternal Peace. 
May this happy Diſpoſition increaſe with your in- 
creaſing Years: and it will be the greateſt Blfmg 
that you can enjoy, or your Correſpondent wiſh. 
If my Writings have afforded you any Enter- 
tainment, or been the Means of adminiſtring the 
leaſt Improvement, I deſire to adore and blets the 
all-gracious God. For He, Madam, teaches to 
profit; his Spirit commands Succeſs; and all our 
Good comes wholly from his heavenly Benediction. 

I am pleaſed to find this, among your other valua- 
ble Expreſſions; © I want to have all thoſe heavenly 
« Conlolations.” —You conſider Religion in a right 
View. It is not a vexatious Burtken, or an irkſome 
Taſt; but it is intended to be the Comfort of our 
Lives, and the Joy of our Hearts. God is the God 
of all C:mfort, Chriſt is ſtyled the Conſolation of Iſrael, 
and the Holy Ghoſt is called the Comforter. —The; 
Goſpel is the moſt comfortable Report imaginable z at 
is glad Tidings, and the joyful Sound; it aſſutes 
poor Sinners, that God has laid all their Iniquities, 
both great and ſmall, on his beloved Son; that Jeſus 


- Chriſt has brought in a moſt perfect and everlaſting 


Righteouſneſs, whereby they may be juſtified ; and 
that our firſt, our great, our leading Duty is, to be- 
lie ve all this, in our own Behalf, for our own Benefit. 

By the Comfort and Peace reſulting from theſe 
Bleflings, it would win our Hearts to love the God, 


who is ſo immenſely amiable and gracious to us; to 
| be 


[on ] 


be ſtudious of doing his Pleaſure, who has made ſuch 
unſpeakably rich Proviſion for our Happineſs, The 
Apoſtle prays for his Theſſalonian Converts, that the 
Father of everlaſting Compaſſions, would firſt comfort 
their Hearts, and then, and thereby, e/?abhfh them in 
every good Word, and Work. 

I ſhould make no Scruple to ſend my Faft-Sezr- 
mon for your Peruſal, if I had one. But it has 
pleaſed the divine Providence to viſit me with a 
violent Fever, which has confined me for man 
Weeks; I am ſtill the Priſoner of this Diſeaſe, fo 
that I was incapable of going abroad on the Faft- 
Day. And indeed, if it had been otherwiſe, I ſhould 
ſcarcely have been able to gratify my own Inclina- 
tion, by complying with your Hints; becauſe I never 
write my Sermons, having accuſtomed myſelf to 
preach without Notes; and it was owing to a parti- 
cular Incident, that thoſe three Diſcourſes, which I 
publiſhed, were committed to Writing, 

Permit me, Madam, to wiſh, that you may be 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable in your preſent Turn of 
Mind, which is ſo truly wiſe and noble; that by him, 
who ſitteth in Heaven and beholds all the Children 
of Men, it may be ſaid of Miſs ** *, as it was 
formerly ſaid of another excellent Perſon; MARV 


has choſen that good Part, which ſball not be taken from 


her. 


To theſe Wiſhes, allow me the additional Plea- 
ſure of being, 1 


Madam, 
your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


James HERVEr. 
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LETTER CXV. 


Dear Mr. * *, JWW:/ton-Favell, March 4, 1758. 


Have a long Letter, containing two or three 

Sheets, from Mr. Weſtey.— It conſiſts of Animad- 
verſions on my Dialogues and Letters, which I 
ſhould be glad if you would peruſe, and favour me 
with your Opinion. He wrote me one before, more 
ſtinging and ſarcaſtick than this. I have taken no 
Notice of either, being very unwilling to embark in 
Controverſy ; but for your Judgment on the la/?, 
which is written with Candor and "Temper, I ſhould 
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7 be much obliged, and have an additional Reaſon 

| your affectionate Friend, 

1 James HERVEx. 

lit LETTER CXVI. 

ky 

| / Madan, Weſfton- Favell, March 11, 1758. 

| | 1 AM much obliged for your benevolent Wiſhes, | 
18 relating tomy Health. = Way of Return, per- | 
14 mit me to wiſh, that your Soul may proſper, may | 
d Li flouriſh, may bloſſom as a Roſe; that you may | 
BE „grow in ay and in the Knowledge of our 

bl « Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” 

74 From this Paſſage we may obſerve, that the Way 

4 | to advance in true Holineſs of Heart and Life, is to 

v1 advance in the Knowledge of Chrift.—It is for want 

$4 of knowing Chri/?, that the Generality of Mankind 
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are ſo captivated by Trifles, and enſlaved to tranſient 
Gratifications. It is for want of knowing Chr: 
more thoroughly, that many Chriſtians have ſo little 
Peace and Joy, and many go mournfully in their 
Way to Eternity. Shes | 

By his Knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify 
many.—By giving them the Knowledge of himſelf, 
of his divine Dignity and ineſtimable precious Hort; 
of that grand Price, which he paid for the Redemp- 
tion of Sinners, which delivers them from the Wrath 
to come, and intitles them to the Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

The divine Power, ſays St. Peter, has given us 
all Things pertaining to Life, and Godlineſs.— 
How? through the Knowledge of Him, who has 
called us to Glory and Virtue; „ Know- 
ledge of Chrift, as calling us to the Enjoyment of 
eternal Glory, which he has procured for us by his 
Blood; and thereby moſt ſweetly leading and en- 
gaging us, to the Exerciſe of every Virtue. 

J hope /Aar/hall on Sanctification, will be bleed to 

our Conſolation, and Edification. If it is not at 
the fir/t Reading, it may at the ſecond, or it may at 
the third. I would fay to the Reader of this excel- 
lent Treatiſe, as the Prophet Elijab ſaid to his Ser- 
vant, who went to the Sea in order to make Obſer- 
vation, but found Nothing worthy of Notice, © Go 
again ſeven Limes.“ 

As we know Mok E of Chriſt, the more frequent] 
ſhall we comfort Ourſelves with the Thought, that it 
is He, who will come in the Clouds of Heaven ; and 
that we ſhall all appear before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt. This, to the Believer, is a moſt comfortable 
and delightful Conſideration; My Redeemer is 
« my Judge. He, who died for me, paſles the fing! 
„Sentence. Look! how great is his Majeſty and 
Glory! So great is my Atonement and Propitia- 


„ tion.“ 
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Shower's ſerious Reflections on Time and Eternity, 
an excellent little Book, which has paſſed ſever 
Editions, generally lies on my Study Table, that 1 
may not only read, but digeſt it. I recommend it to 
your attentive Peruſal and frequent Meditation; and 
hope you will ſerioully apply it to your Improvement 
and Advancement in a Life of Holineſs. As it wilt 
coſt only x Shilling, you may give ſome of them 
away, and a very uſeful Gift it wilb be. 

Should I ever come to London, I will be ſure to do 
myſelf the Pleaſure of waiting upon Miſs ** *. In 
the mean Time, what ſhe mentions by Way of 
Caution, ſhall be obferved with all Punctuality due 


to a Command, 
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| | by her moſt obedient, 

, 4 humble Servant, 

by James Herve s. 
ol EST TER CXVE 
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Dear Mr. * , Meſton-Favell, Fan. 3, 1758. 


I Received your welcome valuable Letter in due 
Time; but almoſt as ſoon as I received it, I was 
ſeized with a violent Illneſs; fo violent, that the 
current Report was, Hervey is dead.” Mar to 
Death I certainly was; and God almighty knows, 
I am, according to human Appearance, not far + 
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| from it even now : But pray let me, if I live, expect 
| the Continuation of your Remarks. Your Letters 
| are ſuch, as I ſhould delight to read, even in my 
[ laft Moments. | 

a I I wiſh: you many à happy New Year on Earth, 
t and at the laſt an abundant Entrance into the New 


+ Mr. Herwey died the December following. 
6 Jeruſa- 
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Jeraſalem, here the Voice of Joy and Health is 
perpetually heard. 

Weak 1 am, very weak, and much out of Order; 
inſomuch that I have not been able to go to Church 
ever ſince Chriſtmas. But your Writings refreſh 
and delight, inſtead of fatiguing me — Lour fourth 
Paragraph has moſt exactly ſtated the Difference, 
which ſubſiſts between yourſelf, and Apaſio, relating 
to Faith. The Forbearance and Candor, with which 

ou treat this Difference, does not give up a Jot or 
Title of your own Opinion, yet it tends very much 
to conciliate Favour and Eſteem in its Behalf. 

Your Viſian is very grand and quite ſtriking ; I 
love ſuch Strokes of Imagination ; they keep At- 
tention awake, and impart Pleaſure together with 
Profit. —Aſpaſio is doubly obliged to your Pen, for- 
merly for correcting, now for defending bis Work. 
Lou obſerve, my Enemy is your's. He has at- 
tacked your generous Vindication. In Reply to 
this Attack, you have ſpoke my very Senti- 
ments +. 

Mr. * * ®, you will find, is angry with me on the 
oppoſite Score, for ſpeaking too much; and, as He 
thinks, too openly on the Side of Election, and. parti- 
cular Redemption. Pray favour me with your free 
Opinion, and wherever you think he charges mg 
juſtly, or J have expreſſed myſelf improperly, ſpare not 
to ſpeak the naked 'Truth.,——He has lately publiſhed 
a large Book, Price Six Shillings ſtitched, on the 
Doctrine of Original Sin; great Part of which, is an 
Abridgment of Dr. Jatts's Ruin and Recovery; and 
of another Treatiſe, wrote by Mr. Hebden. In this 
he takes Occaſion to quote two or three Paſſages 
from Theron aud Aſpaſio, one from Vol. I. Page 184, 


+ This refers to the Remarss (made by this Gentle- 
man to whom Mr. Hervey here writes) on the Scotch 
Author, who wrote the Letters on Theron ard A/pa/io, 


|S 3 which 
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which he thus introduces: To explain this a little 
« farther in Mr. Hervey's Words. By fœderal 
« Head I mean, what the Apoſtle teaches, &c. 
« That as Adam was the firſt general Repreſentative 
& (of this Kind, ſays Apaſio, but Mr. * * makes 
« him ſay) of Mankind, Chriſt was,” c. © Far 
« from reſting upon a ſingle Text,” &c, He goes 
on to the Bottom of the Page, then turns back to 
the upper Part, repreſents me as forming a Conclu- 
ſion in theſe Words: “ All theſe Expreſſions de- 
« monſtrate, that Adam (as well as Chriſt) was a 
* Repreſentative of all Mankind, And that what 
« He did in this Capacity, did not terminate in 
* Himſelf, but affected all, whom He repreſented.” 
This is a very injurious Repreſentation. One 
Sentence is a palpable Miſquotation. Would it be 
proper to take any Notice of it? I am ſometimes 
apprehenſive, that He would draw me into a Diſpute 
about particular Redemption. I know He can ſay 
ſtartling and horrid Things on this Subject; and this, 
perhaps, might be the moſt effectual Method to pre- 
judice People againſt my principal Point. 


I am, dear Sir, with much Gratitude, 
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e and true Affection, your's in Chriſt, 


— * * 


James Hervey. 
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LETTER CXVII, 


Dear Sir, 


1 P ON a repeated Review of your Sketches for in- 

ſtructing your Family on Sunday Evenings, I 
really don't know how to improve them. I think 
they are well digeſted ;—but, when you exerciſe 
your Talent in ſpeaking from thoſe Sketches, do not 
ERR : forget 


E þ. 

forget to implore a Bleſſing on what you are going 
— up the Gill of God, which is in = by 
a zealous Uſe of them; and you yourſelf will improve 
them better than I can for you.— I ſhall only ſugge/t, 
that as ſoon as you have finiſhed, ſet down, as freſh 
Heads for another Occaſion, what new Thoughts oc- 
curred to you while you was ſpeaking. Oh! let us 
work while the Day. laſts! My dear Friend, the 
Judge is at the Door, and Eternity at Hand, May 
we watch, and pray always, that we may be found 
worthy to ſtand before the Son of Man at his 
coming. | 

I incloſe Part of a Letter, ſent by a clever Man 
and no mean Scholar. 

« It is with infinite Pleaſure I can inform you, 
e that I am now brought to a Senſe of my Duty, to 
* which I was an entire Stranger till lately. —Glory 
ce be to God, I have now ſome Concern upon my 
« Mind, ſome ſerious Thoughts of a future State! 
«© How amazing is it, that a Perſon ſhould arrive 
„ at my Years, without knowing any Thing of the 
Religion he profeſſes. Strange as it is, this was 
«© my Caſe; for, till within theſe ſix Months, I was 
$ as much in the Dark as to 8 Affairs, as one, 
« who had never heard the Name of Chriſt. The 
& Bible was to me the ſame as an unknown Lan- 
„ guage, and all my Pretences to Religion were 
Nothing but a mere lifeleſs Formality. Oh! that 
<« the inexpreſſible Marks of the Love of my God, 
«© and his Goodneſs to me, may increaſe the Love 1 
e owe to Him, more and more every Day!” 

Our Friend Mr. H——y; who you know is a 
great Favourer of the myſtick Writers, has deſired 
me to read Mr. Law's Spirit of Prayer, and Spirit of 
Love, which is an Appendix to it. I ſhall af# him, 
whether he deſigned it to puzzle, or edify me? I am 
ſure it has done the firſt to me, may it do the latter to 

; 4 Him. 


1 [ 328 J 
Him.—Oh! what Need have we to pray for that 
bleſſed Spirit, which may lead us into all Truth. 

I begin to be weaned from human W ritings, even 
from the moſt applauded. —The pure Milk of the 
divine Word my Soul covets. Don't you reliſh its 
Sweetneſs, and taſte its Power more and more? The 
Apoſtle injoins us in every Thing to give Thanks, for 
this is the Will of God; (1 Theſalon. v. 18.) and if 
we are to thank Him for every Thing, how ought we 
to thank Him, how can we ſufficiently thank Him, 
for ſuch a Treaſury of Bleſſings, as the Holy Bible 
contains for us? And yet (is it credible?) there are, 
there are thoſe, who neglect theſe gracious Tidings 
of a Reconciliation with God, through the Mediation 
of his own Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

But whatever be the Conduct of others, let you and 
J. dear Sir, eſteem it as it deſerves, and ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, I will delight myſelf in thy Statutes, I 
will not forget thy Word. Make me to under- 
« ſand the Way of thy Precepts, ſo ſhall I falt of 
« thy wondrous Works.“ — David you ſee prayed 
to God for Illumination, and 2alted of divine Things. 
T hat this may be accompliſhed in us, and that we 
may follow David's Example, I dare ſay you will 
add an Amen, to the Amen of, 


Dear Sir, 
your's very ſincerely, 


J. Hervey. 


* 


P. S. I am told, and grieved I am to hear it, that 
the once zealous Mr. * * * is grown quite indolent 
(no very laudable Character for a Clergyman) and 
has entirely laid aſide his Tranſlation and Improve- 
ment of the — Dr. Stearne, De Viſitatione In- 


ewed me a Specimen of it ſome 
Months 


firmarum, He 


[ 329 J 
Months ago: The Tranſlation was ſpirited, and 
the Notes well calculated to ſupply the Author's 
Deficiencies. Nothing perhaps is more wanted, or 
would be more uſeful (eſpecially to the Clergy) than 
a judicious Treatiſe on 3 the Sick in a neat 
Pocket Volume; but I am ſenſible, there is nothing 
equally difficult to execute. I never yet ſaw one to 
my Mind.—T he Clergyman's Companion, as it is call- 
ed, is little more than a Collection of Prayers, with 
the Order of Viſitation of the Sick, out of the Com- 
mon Prayer, the Communion Service, and the Office 
of publick and private Baptiſm. If methinks ſuch a 
Man as Mr. Walker of Truro could find Time to 
ſet about it, it would be done effefually; becauſe he 
is a moſt experienced Chriſtian, and has long been ac- 
cuſtomed to the Chambers of the Sict; and would. 
write from Facts, and his own Knowledge of the 
human Mind.—I would not give a Ruſh for a 
Jumble compiled from different Authors :—That is 
the Labour of the Head, and not the Feeling of the 
Heart; and can never produce the Effects I wiſh ta 


ſee. 


LETTER GMX. 


Weſton- Favell, July 26, 1756. 


| N OW my dear Friend I have procured your 
I Fayourite Author, Downrame's * 2 
fare againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
He is, indeed, a pleaſing perſpicuous Writer. "The 
Language, as you obſerved, remarkably pure and 
correct; He is very experimental, and enters into the 
Diſtreſſes of tempted Souls; many Things are ſweet, 
comfortable, charming. Sometimes, I think he | 
draws a little Veil over the Grace of God, not ſuf- | 
fering it to blaze- out in its full Luſtre and GT; | 
Ys on't 


| r 
Don't you think he is ſomewhat inaccurate, in ſtat- 
ing the Nature of Juſtification? Lib. ii. Chap. 50. 
* Juſtification, he ſays, conſiſteth in two Parts; the 
« firſt, Remiſſion of our Sins for the full Satisfaction 
« of Chriſt, by his Death and Sufferings: The 
c other, the Imputation of his habitual and active 
« Righteouſneſs.” —Should it not rather be, Juſti- 
fication conſiſts of two Parts; the firſt, Remiſſion of 
our Sins; the fecond, Being perfectly righteous in 
God's Sight; and both theſe ſpring from the Impu- 
tation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to the poor Sinner ? 
I find, from your Manuſcript, it is your Opinion, 
that the Antediluvian Sacrifices were ſlain by the 
Sword of the Cherubim, planted and waved at the 
Entrance of Eden. This is a very remarkable, and 
very awful Circumſtance, and if true, very worthy 
of particular Notice. But what Reaſons have you, 
dear Sir, for the Support of this Sentiment? Be fo 
kind as to mention them, at your Leiſure, 
Mr. PX, about a Week after his Return to 
Northamptonſhire, gave me your Letter. | fear, He 
will become a Prey to the Allurements of the World. 
I believe he is not very zealous for the Goſpel of 
Ghrifi. I am pretty ſure, he does not /ove the Ser- 
vants of our Lord; therefore I expect, that, from 
this Quarter, my Character will ſoon be put under 
an Eclipſe; nor ſhall I be much diſappointed, if by 
this Incident my new Friend is put away from my 
Sight. Thanks for your Hints concerning my 
Conduct; it is very ſeaſonable, and ſhall be ob- 
ſerved. ; 
I have ſometimes thought, that the beſt, ſtrongeſt 
Proof of a future State of Happineſs occurring in 
the Old Teftament, is deducible trom the Hiſtory of 
Enoch. Enoch walked with God, was high in his 
Favour, and had much Communion with him; it is 
recorded as a {ingular Reward of his holy and ex- 
emplary Life, that he was not, for God took _ : 
| ow 
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Now if the ancient People of God had no Notion of 
a ſuture State of Happineſs, what ſtrange Apprehen- 
ſions muſt they form concerning this Inſtance of the 
divine Procedure? At this rate Jehovah muſt appear 
to puniſh in the moſt exemplary and dreadful Man- 
ner his f, and great Favourite. Whereas, ſup- 
poſe them rooted in the Belief of a much happier 
Condition ſucceeding the preſent Life, and the Caſe 
is plain, and God is juſtified in his Doings. —Pleaſe 
to give me your Opinion, as to this Argument. 

I hope, you are thinking of your new Verſion of 
Pſal. civ, which will be very agreeable, and I hope, 
not a little edifying to W 


Dear Sir, 
your much obliged and 


affectionate Friend, 


J. Hervey. 


P. S. I here ſend you Mr. Moſes Browne's almoſt 


literal Tranſlation of Luther's moſt comfortable 
Hymn, which is in very conſiderable Eſteem in the 
German Church. Zimmermannus de Cognitionis 
Chriſti Eminentia, is a Comment on it; and is now 
tranſlating by Mr, Browne at my Deſire, 


L U- 


(32). 


LUTHER HYMN, 
In Eight Practical Rules. 


I. 


"T I'S not too arduous an Efſay, 

To tread reſolv d the Goſpel Way; 
The ſenſual Inſtinct to — 

And warm with purer Fire the Soul. 
Nature may raiſe her fleſhly Strife, 
Reluctant to the heav'nly Life; 

Loth in a Saviour's Death to Share, 

Her daily Croſs, compelFd to bear: 

But Grace omnipotent at Length, | _ 
Shall arm the Saint, with ſaving Strength; 
Thro' the ſharp War with Aids attend, 
And his long Conflict ſweetly End. 


dee Zimmermannus, Page 5. 


IL 


Act but the Infant's gentle Part; 

Give up to Love thy willing Heart: 

No fondeſt Parent's melting Breaſt 
Yearns, like thy God's, to make thee bleſt: 
Taught its dear Mother ſoon to know, 
The tendereſt Babe his Love can ſhow. 
Bid thy baſe ſervile Fear retire ; 

This Yaſk no Labour will require. 


Zimmermannus, Page 11. 


III. The 
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III. 


The Sov'reign . good and kind, 
Wants but to have his Child reſign d: 
Wants but thy yielded Heart (no more]) 
With his large Gifts of Grace to ſtore. 

He to thy Soul no Anguiſh brings, 

From thy own ftubborn Will it ſprings 
That Foe but crucify (thy Bane!) 

Nought ſhalt thou know of Frowns or Pain. 


Zimmermannus, Page 17. 


IV. 


Shake from thy Soul o'erwhelm'd, depreſt, 
Th' encumb'ring Load that galls her "Reſt; 
That waſtes her Strength in Bond VAIN ;— 
With Courage break ch enſlaving hain. 
i Pray'r exert its conqu'ring Pow'r ; 
n thy tempted trembling Hour, 
= God! my Father! fave thy 8on!— 
18 — all thy Fears are done. 


Zimmermannus, Page 32. 


V. 
Yet if (more earneſt Plaints to raiſe) 
Thy God awhile his Aid delays, 
Tho' you don't now his kind Hand feel, 
Thy Grief let lenient Patience heal. 
Or if Corruptions Strength prevail, 
And oft thy Pilgrim Footſteps fail ; 
Pray for his Grace with louder Cries, 
So ſhalt thou cleans'd and ſtronger riſe. 


Zimmermannus, Page 43. 


Theſe 


[ 834 i} 


Theſe next Lines within the Hooks do not belong 
to Luther's Hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannus, 
Page 52. as an Illuſtration of the preceding Stanza. 


be The faſter Hold my Faith on Jeſus takes, 

is brighter Glories on my Spirit breaks. 

If then to Heav'n I lift my votive Hands, 

Love's ſtrongeſt Flame my raptur'd Soul expands. 
Thee Lord ſhe loves, and would with Zeal forego 
A Thouſand Worlds, Love dear as thine to 


know. ] 
Then Luther's Hymn proceeds thus : 


VI. 


If haply ftill thy mental Shade, 

Dark as the Midnight Gloom be made, 
On the ſure faithful Arm divine 

Firm let thy faſt'ning Truſt recline. 

The gentleſt Sire, the beſt of Friends, 
To thee nor Loſs, nor Harm intends: 
Tho toſt on a tempeſtuous Main, 

No Wreck thy Veſſel ſhall ſuſtain. 

Should there remain of reſcuing Grace 
No Glimpſe, no Footſtep left to trace; 
Hear thy Lord's Voice :—"Tis Feſus' Will, 
« Believe (thou poor dark Pilgrim) ſtill.“ 


Zimmermannus, Page 55. 


| VII. 
Then thy ſad — t of Terrors paſt, 
Tho' the dread Seaſon long may laſt) 
weet Light ſhall from the tranquil Skies, 


Like a fair Dawn before thee riſe, 
Then 
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Then ſhall thy Faith's bright Grounds appear, 
Thy Eyes ſhall view Salvation clear. 

Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd, 

On the be/t Father to conhde. 

Ah! from thy Mind extirpate quite 

The ſickly Films that cloud her Sight : 

See! of how rich a Lot, how bleſt 

The true Believer ſtands poſſeſt! 


Zimmermannus, Page 68. 


Theſe Lines within the Hooks do not belong to 
Luther's Hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannus, 
as an Illuſtration of the preceding Stanza. See 


Page 74. 
_ from hard Bonds, my God! a Mind 


n Chains too faſt, too ſtrait confin'd. 
I'm heal'd !—ſet free from Sin made pure! 
Thy Blood, my Chriſt, has wrought the Cure. 
I feel a Pow'r my Will controul ! 
Quench thy long Drought my thirſty Soul ! 
The living Fountain now I've found, 
Diffuſing balmy Streams around.] 


Then Luther's Hymn concludes with this eighth 
praCtical Rule. | 


VIII. 


Come, backward Soul ! to God reſign; 
Peace, his beſt Bleſſing, ſhall be thine : 
Boldly recumbent on his Care, 


Caſt thy felt Burthens oNLY THERE. | 
Zimmermannus, Page 88. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXX, 


Dear Sir, W:fton-F avell, Jan. 8, 1757. 


M ANY Thanks for your laſt Letter, indeed it 
delighted, and edified me. Think no more of 
making me any Preſent from your Collection of Books : 
It is in your Power to give me a greater Gratifica- 
tion, from the good Treaſure of your Heart. 

I am particularly delighted with your Interpreta- 
tion of 125 rx 2p. Your Senſe is grand and inex- 
preſſibly important; and without your Senſe, methinks 
the whole Tranſlation is like a magnificent Portal, 
without a Hinge to turn upon, —I am <dified and 
comforted with your Analyſis of the whole Verſe : 
a moſt encouraging and truly evangelical Repreſen- 
tation of the Covenant of Grace! I am ſorry, you 
are diverted from enlarging upon fo excellent a 
Subject. Let this Work not be laid aſide, but only 
poſtponed. | 

I am much pleaſed with your Remarks on Dr. 
*#+#*”z Sermon; I ſaw it ſome Time ago, and 
thought with you, that he entirely miſtook the 
Meaning of his Text; that his Views of the Goſpel 
were very dim, and his Account of that Miracle of 
Grace, Salvation by Chriſt, very lame. I had alſo 
the Happineſs to be thoroughly of your Opinion 
with regard to his injudicious Outcries againſt Reaſon ; 
I declare, I look upon my Religion to be Reaſon in 
its higheſt Refinement. My Reaſon ſays, Prove all 
Things; admit Nothing without a ſatisfactory 
Proof; and, when any Thing is proved to be revealed 
by God, receive it as an Oracle. I cannot but 
think likewiſe, that every Part of our Religion 
(though abſolutely undiſcoverable by Reaſon) is, when 
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diſcovered and underſtood, perfectly rational, as it 
comports with the Attributes of the Godhead; ſuits 
the State of Man; and is moſt admirably adapted to 
diſplay the divine Glory, and redreſs human Miſery : 
Whatever is formed with ſuch a Tendency, to this 
Reaſon moſt readily ſubſcribes, and pronounces 
worthy of all Acceptance, F 
l hope, by the Time of the Arrival of the incloſed 
Frank, you will have a Freight ready for the Veſſel; 
and to me, I aſſure you, it will be more precious than 
= Merchandize of Silver, or the Gain of fine 
Gold; 

You have taken an tffectual Method, to make me 

(enervated as my Arm is, and languid as my Spirits 
are) more punctual for the future in my Corre- 
ſpondence. If this Hand has Strength to hold a 
Pen, it ſhall not be tardy in executing this Office; 
or rather in diſcharging this Debt any more. 
I am entirely of your Opinion, with regard to the 
Aſpe&t of the Times: There ſeems to be a black 
Cloud hanging over the prateſtant World, I fear, 
we have abuſed our Privileges, Now perhaps the 
Lord is going to take his Fan in his Hand, and 
thoroughly purge his Floor. Prepare us, bleſſed 
Jeſus! Be our Strength in an Hour of Trial! Be 
our Light in a Day of Darkneſs | 

I have had ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a Couple 
of Sermons, preached on the two preceding Faſt- 
Days, relative to this important Point. One upon 
Ezek. xviii. 27. the other upon Heb. xi. 28. Of 
theſe ibo Diſcourſes, contrary to my uſual Method, 
I happened to take Notes. They pretend to 
Nothing refined or extraordinary, they affect neither 
ſoaring Sentiments, nor lofty Style; they are ſtudi- 
ouſly plain, only, I think, they enlarge more upon 
Chriſt our Sanctification, our Redemption, our only 
Refuge, than moſt of the Diſcourſes, which I have 
ſeen written on that Occaſion, Will you give me 
Vol, II. 2 your 
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your Advice, and put up a Prayer for the divine 
DireQion? | 

I long for the Arrival of your precious Cargo; 
to me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evident, 
that Life and Immortality were known in ancient 
Times, and revealed in the ancient Scriptures, It 
ſeems to me a ſtrange, and worſe than an uſeleſs 
Attempt, to controvert, and endeavour to overthrow 
this Truth. — May you, dear Sir, have much of the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, to diſcover the 
Truth; much of the Spirit of Counſel and of Might 
to diſplay, defend, and eſtabliſh the Truth] even the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, 


Your's affectionately, and gratefully 


J. HERR VEY. 


LETTER CXXI. 


Dear Sir, Sunday Morning. 


I Find by the Papers, that your old Friend Dr, * * 
the Phyſician is dead What a Call to us to get 
our Lamps trimmed, and our Souls ready for their 


Exit —what a forcible Admonition to do Good to 


immortal Souls while we have Opportunity May 
the God of Glory be ever with you, and bleſs you 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings! | | 
I greatly wiſh, that thoſe in the Practice of Phy- 
fick, would ſtudy St. Paul, as well as Hippocrates ; 
—and attend occaſionally to the religious Wants of 
their Patients, when they are conſulted as to their 
bodily Diforders. This would be acting the Part of 
* Chriſtian Phyſicians, —This would be endeavouring 
to copy after the compaſſionate Phyſician of Man- 
kind, who, while He cured the Body, cured the — 
eing 
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Being 28 and continually ſilent at the Patientꝰ⸗ 
Bed-ſide, is, I think, in ſome Meaſure, denying or 
being aſhamed of the divine Redeemer, who bought 
us with his Blood. —Is it not, as it were, refuſing 
to embark in his Cauſe? How many Sict might be 
improved and comforted by a Phyſician, without 
any Hindrance to his Preſcriptions, — to his 
Character, or Loſs of his Time? — Oh! that theſe 
Maſters of the healing Art would ſet the Lord always 
before them; and then He would direct their Paths 
I was looking the other Day into the Life of Sir 
Philip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen 
Elizabeth's Time, —and I find it recorded of him, 
that, „being ſhot in the Thigh in encountering the 
* Spaniards near Zutphen in Holland, and parched 
« with Thirſt, a Bottle of Liquor was procured for 
« Him,—and juſt as Sir Philip was about drinking 
&« it, a poor Soldier in the ſame Condition, peers 
« and ghaſtly, was carried along by Him, and ca 
c up his dying Eyes at the ſame Bottle; which Sir 
« Philip perceiving, took it from his own Mouth, 
and gave it the poor Man with theſe Words, Tay 
© NECESSITY, HONEST FRIEND, IS YET GREAT=- 
© ER THAN MINE.” —He told the Surgeons when 
they cut Him, © that they had indeed a Man under 
their Hands of a ſenſible and delicate Nature, yet 
& one, to whom the great Redeemer had given Power 
& above 4 5 either to Do, or SUFFER: And 
* therefore deſired they would not throw a Blemiſh 
on their Art, through over Tenderneſs.“ 
His laſt Words were, Love = Memory :— 
« Cheriſh my Friends: Their Fidelity to me may 
e aſſure you they are honeſt :—But above all govern 
« your own Will and Affections, by the Will and 
* Word of your Creator and Saviour; in ME be- 
& holding the End of this World, and all its Vani- 
c ties.” I will warrant you the Soldiers remember- 


ed theſe Words of their General; and ſo would the 
| 2 2 Sick 
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Sick in like Manner, long remember the Words of 


their Phy/ician, if He would now and then introduce 
a few religious Hints, and drop occaſionally 2 
Sentence or two, with Propriety and Seriouſneſs. 

Morlaly Craftineſs is a bad Guide; I wiſh you 
may have religious Diſcretion for your's, as Telema- 
chus had the diſcreet Mentor. And that you would 
begin (inſtead of paying court to the Great,) to court 
Souls for the everlaſting Bridegroom.—T his is your 
true Intereſt ;—and will avail you, when every 
worldly Conſideration will be found ineffectual. 

As ſoon as I had read Mr. *** Letter, I burnt 
it according to your Defire,—Who can now re- 
trieve the Syllables, Sentences and Words? Thus 
are the Sins, all the Sins of them, who believe in 
the divine Jeſus, done away. What a Privilege! 
what a Bleſſing? Should not our Souls exult in it! 
Should not our Diſcourſe dwell upon it? | 
Adieu, dear Sir, — and believe me with grea 
Reſpect, and hearty Wiſhes for your preſent and 
eternal welfare, | 


your's, Se. 
James HERVEx. 


LETTER CxxlII. 


Dear Sir, Medneſday Morning. 
THE Grievance, of which you complain, like 


many other Grievances, is irremediable; for, ac- 
cording to the old Proverb, what 1s every one's Bu- 
ſineſs is no one's. It is the ſame in numberleſs 
Inſtances :—-t ow many Turnpikes are erected, where 
the Money taken will ſcarce defray the Expence of 
the Grete; ard where the Roads neither are, nor 
ever will s mended; and conſequently, they are 
N uiſance> 1...ead of Benefits; yet our Nobility and 
Members 
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Members of Parliament paſs frequently through ſuch 
Turnpikes, complain of the Grievance, but take no 
Pains to redreſs it. And even in an Affair of the 
higheſt Conſequence, how negligent is the Com- 
munity? I mean, in the long expected Reformation 
of our Liturgy; in which, excellent as it is upon the 
Whole, there are ſome Paſſages ſo juſilyj exceptionable *, 
that every Biſhop in the Kingdom will tell you, He 
wifhes to have them expunged; and yet I know not 
for what political, or timid Reaſons, it continues juſt. 
as it did. Had our firft Reformers been thus indo- 
lent, we ſtill had been Papi/ts—Our Laws are a 
Matter of daily Complaint, and might moſt cer- 


tainly be abridged to the great Benefit of the Na- 


tion: This is allowed by every Individual; but the” 
Parliament you ſee, will not exert themſelves in 
bringing this important Affair to paſs. 2 
I have often wondered, that in this Age of Hu- 
manity, (for ſuch with all its Faults it certainly is) 
that while Infirmaries are erecting in different Parts 
of the Kingdom, publick Bridges building, and large 
Collections making for charitable Uſes, that there 
ſhould be no Societies eſtabliſhed for redreſſing 
Grievances, To found ſuch Kind of Societies, 


would be truly laudable, and highly beneficial : May 


God of his infinite Goodneſs and unerring Wiſdom; 
put it into the Hearts of the Active, the Benevolent, 
and the Powerful, to ſet in good Earneſt about the 
Inſtitution of Societies for redreſſing our Grievances ; - 
ſome for publict, and others for private Grievances, 
. —Were ſuch once eſtabliſhed, what a World of 
Good might be done! Then the Fatherleſs, the 
Widow, and the Injured, would have ſubſtantial 
Friends always at Hand, who would reſcue them 


* Mr. Hervey uſed to complain, that the Bapti/mal 
Service, (See Vol. I. Page 233.) and that for the Viſi- 
tation of the Sick were very defective, and much wanted 
Amendment, | 
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from their Oppreſſors, by taking them under their 

own Protection, and defending their Cauſe out of 
the Subſcription Fund.—From theſe Funds likewiſe 
the Expence of procuring uſeful Acts of Parliament, 
or of getting ineffectual ones amended or repealed, 
f be defrayed. 


know you will be pleaſed to hear that Mr. * * X, 


has lately wrote very ſeriouſly to Mr. * * about his 
religious Concerns, and preſſed him 3 To 
cc 


ce 
cc 
cc 
ce 
6c 
cc 


ce 
cc 


gion, and eſpouſe its 


DETERMINE (as his Expreſſion was) and ſet 
about Religion in good Earneft.” —< Pray dear 


Sir,“ ſaid He in one Part of his Letter, © take 
Care, and do not hurry away Life: Give that 


Aﬀair a un Thought; I am ſure it is worth 1t, 
—] wiſh you well, (ſorry am I to fay I think) 
better than perhaps you with yourſe{f.—I ſhould be 


glad to be miſtaken, —Would to God I could 


perſuade you reſolutely to fall in Love with Reli- 

Gauſe with all your Intereſt, 
and with all your Might.—Was that once and 
thoroughly to be the Caſe, what an Inſtrument 
might not You be, in the Hand of God, to rouſe 
Men from their Lethargy; to animate them in 
the Purſuit of their own eternal Welfare; and ta 
encourage their Zeal for that of others? — Oh 
Sir! a Man with your Capacity, your Fortune, 
your Opportunities, what could there be too hard 
for bim except Himſelf /—By your irreſiſtible 
Arguments and ſpirited Behaviour you knock 
down others on every Occaſion, and carry almoſt 
every Point you undertake ; why don't you knock. 
down yourſelf *- Aude ſapere, incipe. 


C What Conſcience dictates to be done, 
„Or warns you not to do, 


«& This, as your Hell, with Horror ſhun, 
« That, as your Heav'n, purſue.” 
Pope's Univerſal Prayer. 
In 


C aa 1 


In another Part of his Letter, he thus interrogat- 
ed Mr. * *, << Will not every wiſe Man, fre- 
« quently aſe Himſelf ſome ſuch Queſtions as theſe ? 
& —Am l, or am I not, in the right Road? How 
& long ſhall I halt between two Opinions?—ls not 
to Day certain, and To-morrow uncertain?—Am 
c I aſhamed of being religious? Have I Courage to 
« ſtand it out againſt God, and not againſt the 
& World?—Do I take proper Care of my Children's 
religious Principles ?—lf I deſtroy myſelf, ſhall I 
& deſtroy my Offpring too :—and eternally ?” 

Towards the Concluſion he added; You have 
& recommended ſeveral Books to me, let me recom- 
«© mend Rymer's + Repreſentation of revealed Reli- 
gion to you ;—though, if I was to adviſe Mr, **, 
sit ſhould not be merely To READ, but To DE- 
* TERMINE ;—reſolutely and unalterably To DE- 
* TERMINE to be a religious Man, — Y ou want no 
e Inſtructions, and the Time of Life with you is 
gone a great Way.—Some People, I can tell 2 
c ſuſpect you for a Deiſt : If you really are fo, I 
< then aſe, Do you act devoutly on your own Prin- 
& ciples? Do you pray to God daily? This every 
< Deiſt will allow to be necefary and, till you have 
* habituated your Mind to Prayer, I ſhall have little 
« Expectations of doing you that important Ser- 
vice, which you muſt be ſenſible by my writing 
be this Letter, I am very deſiraus of doing, as far as 
© in me lies.— The reft muſt be left to 3 
Agency; I mean the Operation of God's holy 
« I on your Heart. | 

o Anſwer has yet been returned by Mr, * * * 
to this Letter. I believe he is puzzled how to act. 
He cannot well pats it by in Silence; and to give 


+ Dr. Rymer has a great Variety of new, yet ſolid 
Thoughts; expreſſed with a Spirit, and Peculiarity of 
Style extremely entertaining, and quite unaffected. 
P ly ice 5 4. | 
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any Thing under his Hand on ſo intergſting a Subject 
as Religion, will be, to a Man of his Turn, very 
ineligible, | 
Jou ſce by the Papers, that our great Wit“ is dead. 
Is it not a little remarkable, that ſo long before 
his Death, he ſhould be deprived of his Senſes !/— 
deprived of them at the very Time he was about 
writing a moſt pernicious Book, which I am told, 
he intended to have publiſhed with this ludicrous 
Title, viz. The Memoirs F the Reverend Mr, Jeptha 
Quixote, Saint Errant ; the true and undoubted Son 75 
the renowned Don Quixote, Knight Errant; who 
inherits all his Father*s Virtues. The Defign of which 
was to burleſque Things ſacred, as enthuſiaſtical, and 
to ſet in a rwiculous Light, ſome of the moſt exem- 
plary Chriſtians, under the Notion of Saint Erran- 
This would have been a moſt malicious Piece 
of Wit; and being the Production of ſo celebrated 
a Genius, would have ſpread like Wildfire, pregnant 
with infinite Miſchief; for as Horace has juſtly re- 


marked, 


— —— Ridiculum acri 
Fortis & melius magnas plerumgue ſecat res t. 
Hor. Sat. | Lib. I. 


When you reflect on this, and other Attempts ta 
diſcourage good Men, and to render Religion con- 
temptible in the Eyes of Worldlings, are you not apt 

3 that dwelleth 


„ in Heaven ſhall laugh them to Scorn 1?“ He, 


* Suppoſed to be Dean Swi/?. 
+ Thus tranſlated by Mr. Francis, 


For Ridicule ſhall frequently prevail, 
«« And cut the Knot, when graver Reaſons fail,” 
3 P/alm. ii. 4. 
though 


1 


though unſeen, directs the hole by his wiſe Pro- 
vidence; turneth Men's Hearts as ſeemeth good 
unto him; and in his Hands are the Appointments 
of Life and Death.—To his Guidance, and to 
his Protection, I commend you, my dear Sir, and 


your's vesy ſincerely, 
James HERvey, 


LETTER CXXIIL 


Dear Sir, Friday Night. 


I Have ſent you the following Letter for your In- 
ſpection, and ſhall make no Remarks on it my- 
ſelf, leſt I miſlead your Judgment. The Gentle- 
man, who wrote it means well, and is deſirous of 
promoting the Intereſt of the Goſpel in the Way 
which He apprehends to be right; but He thinks 
differently from you, and me, not only in his No- 
tions of imputed Righteouſneſs, but of other evange- 
lical Peculiarities.— I have tranſcribed his Letter, 
and concealed his Name, that you may communi- 
cate your Remarks with more F reedom, than per- 
haps you would have done, had I not taken theſe 
Precautions to prevent your Diſcovery of my Cor- 
reſpondent, | 


My dear Friend, OA. 7, 1758. 


J "herſpoon's Eſſay on the Connedtion between the 
Doctrine of Fuſtification by the imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt and Holineſs of Life, dedicated 
to you, was lately put into my Hands. —Y ou know, 
that I have an unconquerable Diſlike to your fa- 
vourite Expreſſion, THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUS- 
ESS OF CHRIST. I would on no Account have 
uſed it in any of my own Writings; and I wiſh it 

| Was 
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was uni verſally laid aſide, particularly by every Mi- 
niſter in his Pulpit; becauſe I apprehend, the No- 
tions, which the Generality of People conceive of 
the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrift, has done as 
much /:{chief, eſpecially amongſt the /ower Sort, 
to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, as the Writings of 
Infidelity have done amongſt thoie of a higher 
Rank.—This is my ſettled Opinion—Infidels may 
be, and often have been convince); but Perſons 
of weak Minds, habituated to the Sound of the 
IMPUTED KIGHTEOUSNEsSS of CHRIST (a ſatis- 
factory Definition of which very few can give) 
are not only ſteeled againſt all Conviction, but are 
too apt to diſregard Morality ; and to cenſure and 
deſpiſe every Preacher and Writer, who from Prin- 
ciple, or any otner Cauſe, diſapproves of this 
Cant TERM: Pardon me, for T really think it 
ſo, and therefore cannot call it otherwiſe; yet I 
own myſelf a great Admirer of Witherſpoon's + 


Eſſay, I think it the beſt Defence of the Doctrine 


of Redemption that I have ever ſeen, —my princi- 
pal and almoſt only Objection is againſt the Phraſe, 


Imputed Righteouſneſs. It appears to me quite un- 


ſcriptural to ſpeak of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
being imputed to us : It is liable to great Abufe, and 


it is not eaſily underſtood ;—nor am | ſatisfied to 


uſe it, notwithſtanding all you have ſaid in its De- 
fence; and all, that ſo judicious and excellent a 


Man as Dr. Doddridge (in his Sermons on Salug- 


+ Witherſpoon's Eſſay on The Connection between the 
Doctrine of Fuſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and Holineſs of Life ; with ſome Reflections upon 


the Reception which that Doctrine has met with in 


the World, (ſecond Edition) may be had of Millar in 
the Strand, or of Dilly in the Poultry, Price One Shil - 
ling, | 


tion 
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tion by Grace) has ſaid to + explain it.—l fall in, 
however, with able amy Sentiments, though I 
do not uſe his particular Phraſes ;—and you will 
obſerve he himſelf often intermixes others to the 
ſame Purpoſe, as Page 17, the Saviour's Merit— 
Page 21, vicarious Sufferings—Acceptance of the 
Goſpel, Page 23. Doctrine of Chrif crucified, — 
his Atonement—Page 29. Elying to the Propitia- 
tion of Chriſt—Page 36, the Dodtrine of Chriſt's 


+ The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is in the Book of God 
zmputed, or ſet down to the Account of all, who are 
finally juſtified and ſaved, as that by which the Debt 
is balanced; and by which they are intitled to ſuch 
Favours as righteous Perſons might expect from God.— 
But then it is an invariable Rule in the divine Proceed- 
ings, that this Righteouſneſs or this Atonement and Sa- 
tigfuction of Chriſt (for I think it matters but little, 
by which of theſe Names it ſhall be called) be a Means 
of delivering thoſe, and only thoſe, who believe. 

_ Purſuant therefore to the Metaphor taken from 
Books of Account between Debtor and Creditor, when 
any particular Perſon believes, this is ſet down to his 
Account, as a moſt important Article, or as a Memo- 
randum (if I may ſo expreſs it) in the Book of God's 
Remembrance, that /uch an one is now actually be- 
come a Beliewer; and therefore is now intitled to Juſ- 
tification and Life by Chriſt. In hie Senſe his Faith 
1s imputed to Him for Righteouſneſs; yet it is not 
regarded by God as the grand Conſideration, which 
balances the Account, or indeed as paying any of the 
Former Debt, which it is impoſſible it Sui; but only 
as that, which; according to the gracious Conſtitution 
of the Goſpel, gives a Man a Claim to that, which 
Chriſt has paid; and which God has graciouſly al- 
lowed as a valuable Conſideration, in Regard to which 
He may honourably pardon, and accept all, who ſhall 
apply to Him in his appointed Way, or in the Way of 
humble Believing, | 


Mediation, 
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Mediation, &c. &c.—By theſe it appears, that it is 
not the Phraſe but the Thing—Juſtifhcation by 
Chriſt alone, on which he lays the Streſs, ſee Page 
70, Line 47, and his Arguments will be equally 
forcible on any Man's Principles, who is not a So- 
cinian.—] believe the Doctrine, as he has ſtated it 
in Page 15, though I ſhould not chuſe to uſe ſome 
of his Hxpreſſions.—His Remark, Page 6r, Line 
18, Sc. is | think very juſt, and confirmed by many 
melancholy Facts. —Page 63, 64, 65, is perhaps 
too ſtrong — I he ſame may be ſaid of other Syſ- 
tems of Morality :—T hey, who embrace them, 
and live unſuitably, are Hypocrites. See Page 65, 
Line 2 and 3. 

Upon the Whole, I heartily wiſh every Chriſ- 
tian, eſpecially every Miniſter in the Kingdom, 
would carefully read this very uſetul Treatiſe of 
Witherſpoon's, and act accordingly ;—and if I had 
any Acquaintance with Him, though 1 am hopeleſs 
of bringing you over to my Sentiments, I would 
endeavour at leaſt to prevail on Him to ſubſtitute 
the Merits of Chriſt for the Phraſe IMpuTED 
 RiGHTEOUSNESS in the next Edition ;—and then 
his Book would be more extenſively uſeful; as 
many are prejudiced againſt the Imputation of ano- 
ther's Righteouſneſs, | 

I am, my dear Friend, (notwithſtanding our dif- 

zrent Opinions in ſome religious Points) with 
much real Eſteem, moſt affectionately and moſt 


ſincerely your's. 


So far my Correſpondent, whoſe Letter I ſhall 
ſorbear to anſwer till I hear your Sentiments ; which 
] ſhall expect by the firſt Opportunity.-—I am ſure 
if I did not think, that the Phraſe Imputed Righ- 
geouſneſs was ſtrictly defenſible on /criptural 

h | Grounds, 
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Grounds, it ſhould never more be ſed, either in 
the Pulpit, or in the Writings of, 
| Dear Sir, 
your obliged Friend and Servant, 
J. HER VET. 


LETTER CXXIV. 


Dear Sir, IW:fton-Favell, April 16, 1757. 


RElieve me your Letters are far from fatigun 
me: They refreſh me even under my greateſt 
Weakneſs. They tell me of Jeſus, which was 
| crucified, the only Cordial for my drooping Soul. 

W hat, do you think, is the — of But 
this ſhall be with Burning and Fuel of Fire, Tjaiah 

ix. 5. Is en, a Subſtantive? I ſhould rather 
take it for an Adjective, agreeing with * Let 
the Interpretation of this Place fill the Cover of 
your Letter, | 

I am raiſed indeed from my Bed, but not releaſed 
from my Chamber, after a violent Fever. The 
two preceding Sundays I have been unable to offi- 
ciate for myſelf; and my Diſorder has left upon 
me ſo grievous a Cough, as makes my Days, eſpe- 
cially my Nights, become Labour and Sorrow. — 

Pray favour me with the Continuation of your 
Thoughts, They cheer and comfort me in my 
languid Eſtate.— The two Sermons were tranſerib- 
ed, before this Sickneſs ſeized me: And, ſince I 
have your Encouragement, they ſhall foon (if my 
Life is prolonged) be put to the Preſs. I propoſe 
to intitle them, The Time of Danger, and The Way 
of Safety f. The Lord omnipotent accom- 


+ Theſe Sermons were publiſhed in the Augs/? fol- 
lowing, with another Faſt Sermon, in a neat Volume, 
together with his Confiderations on the prevailing Ciſ- 
tom of viſiting on Sundays: To which Volume is now 


added, The Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


9 


pany 
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pany them with his Blefling ! Mean they are, ag 
the Stones from the Shepherd's Sling, * I re- 
member it is written, they ſhall ſubdue with Ning- 
ones. In this Word do I tru/?, in this Word do 
I comfort me. May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Him- 
ſelf, and God even our FATHER, give you, dear 
Sir, everlaſting Conſolation for all the Kindneſs you 
have ſhewed to 


your truly affectionate Friend, 
James HeRver. 


LETTER CXXV. 


My dear Friend, Maſton-Favell, May 19, 1757. 
Ccept my beſt Thanks for your welcome and 
valuable Letter, which found me juſt releaſed 
from the Chamber of Sickneſs : The Fever is re- 
moved, the Cough abated, but my Strength like 
the bruiſed Reed. And now my Mind is a Fel- 
low-Sufferer with my Body; this being enervated, 
that is enfeebled. 

However, as I am delighted with your Criti- 
ciſms, give me Leave to propoſe another Text to 
your Conſideration, which puzzled me much, as I 
was reading Yeſterday : You will find it in Zech. 
Xiv. 6, 7. The Hebrew of the ſixth Verſe, ſeems 
to be uncommonly difficult. 

A Sermon or two I am ſtill inclined to publiſh, 
In this and in all our Ways may the God of all 
Wiſdom direct us, and the God of all Grace proſ- 
per us, through Jeſus Chriſt,  . 

have not the Honour of Lord Dartmouth's Ac- 
quaintance, but I hear that he is full of Grace, and 
valiant for the Truth; a Lover of Chriſt, and an 
Ornament to his Goſpel.—Lady Frances Shirley is 
alive and full of good Works, and I hope grows 

| up 
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up in him in all Things who is the Head. Dr. 
Stonhouſe (whom you inquire after) ſtill- reſides at 
Northampton; is in high Repute as a Phyſician, 
and, I truſt does not forget, or neglect © the one 
Thing needful ;” though the World, the ſmil- 
ing World, is a Syren.—Lord, ſtop our Ears againſt 
its enchanting Song, and let our Eyes be blind to 
its inveigling Charms,—Mr. Moſes Browne exe- 
cutes his Miniſtry at Olney, with much Acceptance 
I am informed, and with a good deal of Succeſs, —- 
About ten Days ago Mr. Percy took a Family Din- 
ner with me.—Our Converſation turned partly 
upon Points of Literature, partly upon evangeli- 
cal Subjects: Oh that we may taſte the Sweet- 
neſs, feel the Energy of the latter, and count all 
Things as Droſs in Compariſon of their tranſcen- 
dent Excellency Ils not your Interpretation of 
Zech. xiv. 6, 7. rather too forced ? Is not the fol- 
lowing ſomewhat more natural and eaſy, if not 
more juſt ? 

It ſhall come to paſs in that Day, there ſhall not 
be Light, full and ſtrong, in Oppoſition to the 
Gloom of Night; but now Effulgence and Clear- 
neſs of Viſion, anon Obſcurity and Dimneſs of 
Viſion : Yet it ſhall be one real, determinate Day; 
whoſe Duration, whoſe Properties, and all whoſe 
Circumſtances, are known to the Lord. Thus 
much he hath graciouſly revealed by his Prophet, 
that during the firſt Periods, the Morning and the 
Noon of this wonderful Diſpenſation, it ſhall not 
be entire Day nor entire Night, but a Mixture or 
Interchange of both. Sometimes Grace trium- 
phant, ſometimes Sin rebelling in the Hearts of 
Believers: Sometimes Calamity darkening, ſome- 
times Proſperity brightening the State of the 
Church. However, at the Even- Tide, when ſuch 
an Appearance is leaſt expected, it ſhall be un- 
mixed, prevailing, perfect Light. Then the Light 
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of the Moon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, and 
the Light of the Sun, as the Light of ſeven Days, 
Then the Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge 
of the Lord, and his People ſhall be all righteous. 

Freely cenſure, ſolidly correct this Interpreta- 
tion, if you think it improper ; and give me Leave 
to expect, according to your own Appointment, a 
monthly Letter for the Comfort and Edification of, 


Dear Sir, 
your very affectionate 
Friend and Servant, 
James HERVEY, 


LETTER CXXVI.-. 


: My dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Aug. 6, 1757. 
I Have been too tardy in acknowledging the Re- 
ceipt of 2 Letter, which was very valuable, 
and deſerved Thanks, as ſpeedy as they are ſincere, 
— The true Cauſe of my Delay, is this; I have 
been preparing two or three Sermons for the Preſs, 
which to my enervated Hand, is really a Work of 
Toil : Yeſterday I ſent them to London, and hope 
to ſee them in Print within the Space of a Fort- 
night. I purpoſe to have ſome upon neat Paper, 
for the Uſe of the Gentry, if God ſhall incline the 
Hearts of any ſuch Perſons to look into them 
and others upon worſe Paper, for the Benefit of 
the Poor, and the Conveniency of giving away.— 
As ſoon as they appear, you will give me Leave to 
ſend you a Copy; and, if you ſhould like to give 
them among the Poor, I will ſend you a conſider- 
able Number.—With them I intend to put into 
_ Hands a Treatiſe lately publiſhed, under the 


itle of Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, in two ſmall 


A 

Volumes, Price Five Shillings.— The Author is a 
Scotchman, 1 preſume, becauſe they are printed at 
Edinburgh; and He gave Orders for a Sett to be 
ſent to me from Edinburgh. He conceals his 
Name; and none with whom I am acquainted, are 
able to diſcover whoſe Work it is. There are 
ſome Strictures on my Performance ; but by far 
the greateſt Part of the Book, is very wide from 
this Mark. Some Things are truly excellent, and 
ſome Animadverſions upon me are perfectly juft ; 
but others Fw I miſtake not) are unfair and diſin- 

nuous. The Manner of writing is by no Means 
Tefpicable, rather elegant and ſpirited, than coarſe 


or dull : But there is ſuch an implacable Bitter- 


neſs of Spirit, and ſuch an unchriſtian Virulence 
of Cenſure, againſt many of the beſt Men that 
ever lived, and beſt Authors that ever wrote, as 
much ſurpriſes and greatly offends me. I think, I 
never ſaw a Notion of Faith more lax, nor an Idea 
of Grace more exalted than in this Book, Hows 
ever, I will not foreſtall your Judgment, but will 
deſire your Acceptance of the Piece, and to have 
your — upon it. 

If your Account of the ancient Believers and 
their Knowledge of Chriſt be right, then the Opi- 


nion of the Generality of Divines is wrong : They 


ſuppoſe, that the devout Fews ſaw in their Saerifi- 
ces, not barely a nobler-Sacrifice to be offered up 
by the Saviour, but the Saviour Himſelf ſuffering, 
bleeding, and dying. How will you reconcile 
with your Scheme St. Paul's Declaration, “ the 
«© Goſpel was preached unto them,” explained by 
his Definition of the Goſpel, „Chriſt died for 
« gur Sins?“ Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 3.— Lou fay, 
& Does y any where ſignify Effulgence ?” la 


Fob xxxi. 27. you will find bearing this Signi- 
fication ; yet I muſt confeſs, I am not thoroughly 


ſatisfied with my own Interpretation; It is too 
| low 
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low and reſtricted for the Prophet is evidently 
foretelling a State of Things and a Stock of 
Knowledge, greatly ſuperior to any Thing enjoyed 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation ; and to this lat, I 


think my Expoſition is moſt ſuitable, I hope you 


_have a long Letter ready, and will not puniſh my 


Delay, according to the Rigour of the Law of 
Retaliation. | 


I am, with unfeigned Gratitude, 
and cordial Aﬀection, your's 
James HERVEY. 


Pray favour me with your Diſſertation on Fob, 
his Time, his Country, and Religion. They are 
very curious Subjects, and you will enrich them 
with evangelical Truths. 


LETTER CXXVIL 


My dear Friend, Maſton-Favell, Sept. 3, 1757. 
M ANY Thanks for your laſt : I ſhal] read it, 


and read it again; and the Lord give me a 
right Underſtanding of that moſt precious and im- 
portant Chapter. [$4 

1 hope you will accompany my Sermons with your 
Prayers to God for a Bleſſing on them, the Reader, 
and the Writer; and I ſhall be truly thankful for 
the Communication of any Remarks, Corrections, 
or Improvements, which may occur in your Peru- 
ial of them. This, and any other of my Writ- 
ings I ſhould be glad to have rectified where they 
are wrong, and enriched where they are impove- 
riſhed, becauſe, though ſuch Improvements may 
come too late to take 25 while I live, they may, 
when I am + dead, be admitted, and enable me to 
ſpeak more uſefully. What 


+ Mr. Hervey is now dead—3nd has left behind him 
a corrected Edition of 7 heron and Aſpaſo Which from 
a Con- 


i = 


What think you of the Method taken by a Mo- 
dern Critick to interpret Pfal. Ixviii. 30. Hoc 
& in Loco, Fera Arundinis, Cætus Robuſtorum, & 
* Juvenci, ſunt Leones, Tauri, Pecudeſque laſci vien- 
tes, five Tyranni feroces inſolenteſque quibus con- 
« tinuata Tranſlatione, addidit Pſaltes e x12 pan, 
& hoc et, [Here a Word is wanting in the Origi- 
nal; and not knowing from what Author the Quo- 
tation is taken, the Deficiency could not be ſupplied 
from thence] © gue de induftria conculcantes & tur- 
„ bantes argenteos Rivos ardentes nimirum & vaſ- 
& tantes vicinorum Fudeorum Bona,” —The Au- 
thor queries, whether 0 from yn currere, may, con- 
ſiſtently with the Propriety of the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, be interpreted a River? Might he not alſo 
query, whether pn is ever, among the Hebrew 
Writers, and by Way of AdjeCtive, uſed to de- 
ſcribe the Colour of the Waters ? Homer I remem- 
ber, has 


— — [Iclajp©- #a&\Ngpo®- apyupadivige 


But I am not certain, that any ſuch Expreſſion 
gained Admittance into the School of the Prophets. 
your Sentiments upon this Criticiſm, will enter- 
tain, inſtru, and oblige, | 


Dear Sir, 


your truly affectionate 


Friend and Servant, 
JAMES HERVYEx. 


a Conſideration of this Paſſage, it is hoped his Brother, 


in whoſe Hands that corrected Edition now is, will 
ſoon publiſh. Mr. Herwey has likewiſe wrote a de- 
fence of his Theron and Aſpaſio, againſt the Objecti ons 
of Mr. John Weſley, and others. —See Page x. of 
Mr. Hervey's Life, prefixed to the Firſt Volume. 
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LETTER: CXIVII, 


Ay dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 


OW fares it with you ?—Overwhelmed I find. 
with Buſineſs [but ſtill, I truſt, remember- 
ing Chriſt, and eternal Ages. | 
think you reaſon well, and very ſtrongly on. 
what you propoſe. —May the Viſdom, from which 
nothing is hid, direct you in all your Undertakings ! 
May the Power, to which Nothing is impoſſible, 
proſper your Preſcriptions for my Benefit, and that 
of others! I aſſure you I ſhall ſteadily perſevere in 
the Uſe of them, and intend to begin very ſoon ; 
tho' a continued Cold and an unexpected Journey, 
have hitherto unfitted me from taking any Medi- 
cines of this Sort, —Mr, ** of whom you en- 
quired after me Yeſterday, told me you imputed to 
the Journey my Neglect in not having yet ſent 
your Preſcription to the Apothecary's—and I am 
obliged to your Candour for aſcribing it to that 
Cauſe, and not to any Diſregard of your Advice: 
For I am perſuaded, | 3 
— Si Pergama dextrd 
Defend: poſſent etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. 
Virg. En. II. 
J have juſt been reading Gerhard's Chriſtian Sup- 
port under all Affiiftions ; and a moſt excellent 


+ Gerhard was one of the moſt learned and beſt of 
Men.—This Book (Price 35. in 12mo) was originally 
wrote in Latin, but is tranſlated into various Langua- 
ges. It conſiſts of Contemplations on God's Love to 
Mankind z—on the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion ;—and 
on the Advantages of a holy Life, with a Prayer 
ſuited to every Meditation. —There is ſuch a Warmth, 
Piety, and Solidity in this Work, as to render it ſuperior 
to almoſt every Thing of the Kind, * © 


Book 


1 

Book it is.—If your Medicines have not the deſired 
Effect, I muſt ſeek Relief from HIM: From 
Him ; not from a Fellow Mortal !—Ah ! what are 
all the Conſolations, which all the Creatures in the 
Univerſe can afford, in Compariſon of that grand 
Conſolation of our condeſcending Lord's, “ Ye 
„are my Friends,” Jahn xv. 14. Come and 
© inherit the Kingdom prepared for you,” Matt. 
XXV. 34. Where the Inhabitants ſhall no more 
« ſay Jam fick,” 7. xxxiii. 24.—“ and where 
«© there ſhall be no more Death, nor Sorrow.” 
Rev. xxi. 4. 

I am my dear Friend, with great Eſteem, and 
under a due Senſe of many Obligations, 


moſt affectionately, and moſt fincerely your's 
James HERVEY. 


LETTER CXXIX. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
I F you have any Law Books by you, I wiſh you 
would look into the Indexes, and ſee what Laws 
have been made to ſecure the Lord's-Day from 
Profanation. Tis Pity, that theſe + ſhould be un- 
known to the common People ; and ſtill a greater 
Pity, that our Fu/tices of the Peace ſhould not exert 
themſelves vigorouſly in an Affair of ſuch Conſe- 
quence to the preſent, and Eternal Welfare of their 
Fellow-Creatures, I wiſh a ſpirited Pamphlet was 
judiciouſly drawn up and publiſhed on this Occa- 
lion ; ſetting the Sins of Ouiss io in a true Light. 
—[t grieves me to think how much Good is ne- 
glected to be done; eſpecially by Gentlemen —_ 
ave 
+ All Perſons, who profane the Lord's-Day, are 
liable to the following Penalties; and it is much wiſhed 
that the Magiſtrates would determine to put theſe Laws 
in Execution with the utmoſt Strictneſs. E 
7 


I 

have Leiſure and Abilities to plan Schemes for the 
publick Benefit. But alas! So far are they from 
applying themſelves in good Earneſt to promote Re- 
ligion, that they too generally ridicule or diſcourage 
any Attempts of this Kind. Ah! how little do 
they reflect, that the Night is coming on apace 
when no: Man can work; (John ix. 4.) and that 
for all theſe Things God will bring them into 
Judgment. 0 


By doing or executing any By the 2gth Car. II. cap. 
Buſineſs, or Work of 7: Perſons convict hereof 
their ordinary - Callings y View of a Juſtice of 
on the Lord's-Day, or || the Peace, Confeſſion of 
any Part thereof, (Works the Party, or Witneſs, 
of Neceſſity and Charity | are to pay Five Shil- 
only excepted)—under 4 lings, or be put in the 
which Head of ordinary } Stocks two Hours : Li- 
Callings is included | cenſed Houſes beſides 
Shaving on Sundays, | forfeit their Licences, 
which is a molt ſhame- 
ful, and notorious Cuſ- 
tom, ; 1 | 

By publick Crying, or f By the ſame Act it is For- 
Expoſing to Sale any feiture of Goods ſo ex- 
Wares, Merchandize, poſed to Sale. 
Oe. 

By Idling, or Wander- By the ſame Act Five 
ing in Lime of Divine} Shillings, or Stocks two 
Service, | Hours. | 


a iſt Fac. I cap. . If 


] 


Convicts of ſuch Per- 


Alchouſe-keepers, Vint- | miſſion are to pay 105. 


ners, Inn-keepers, per- and if Convicts of Drun- 
mitting Tipling in their“ kenneſs, diſabled to an 
Houſes, Alehouſe for three 
| Years, by 2ziſt Fac. I. 

U cap. 7 » 


Can 


| 
| 
1 
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Can you tell me who was the + Author of Tue 
DuTy of RETROOF ? The moſt material Objec- 
tions againſt Reproof are there conſidered :—Some 
Cautions and DireCtions are added ;—and in ſuch a 
Manner, as may facilitate the ſucceſsful Diſcharge 
of this Duty: a Duty too much neglected, though 
injoined us by no leſs Authority than the Scripture 
itſelf, which is profitable for Reproof. Reprove 
„ one, that hath Underſtanding, ſays. Solomon, 
and He will underſtand Knowledge.” (Prov. 
xix. 25.) And the Apoſtle Paul urges Timothy to 
reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all long Suffer- 
ing and Doctrine. (2 Tim. iv. 2.)—Indeed my 
dear Friend, you are very deficient in this Duty of 
Reproof, tho' you have ſo many Opportunities of 
doing it with the utmoſt Propriety.—Pray read 
this Tittle Pamphlet over and over again.—Weigh 
it thoroughly :—You will then, through the Grace 
of God, be zealous in reproving others, and will 
readily pardon the Freedom I have Occaſionally 
taken in reproving you, whom I ſo much love and 


value. You remember Sir George Littleton's Lines, 


« Some Merit's mine to dare to be ſincere, 
© But greater your's Sincerity to bear.“ 


Dr. Sherlock's —_— and Continuation of his 
Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and our Union and Communian with him, was put 
into my Hands the other Day; but in my Opi- 


+ The Duty of Reproof is fold by Downing in Bar- 
tholowmew-cloſe, London, Price Three Pence. It is 
likewiſe in the Catalogue of the Books diſperſed by 
the Society for Promoting. Chriſtian Knowledge. —Mr. 
Hervey was very delicate in his Manner of Reproving ; 
but as he thought it his Duty, he frequently reproved” 
his Friends, and others, either perſonally or by Letter. 
See ftriking Inſtances of this Kind in Vol. I Page 150, 


15 1—158—178. and Vol. II. Page 199—198—219— 


270, 271. nion 
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nion it is far from being a 2 + Defence, 
Antiſozzo I is an unanſwerable Book; and Dr. 
Sherlock never was ſo gravelled in all his Life, as he 
was by the Publication of that witty, keen and 
ſolid Performance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius's 
Greek Concordance to the Greek Te/lament? I am 
told it is well executed, and it muſt be very ſer- 
viceable, as it ſhews at one View in what Senſe the 
ſame Word is uſed in different Paſſages. I will 
buy it, but ſhould be glad to ſee it firſt if you can 


- borrow it for me. 


Biſhop Patrick on Contentment and Reſignation, 1 
here return you; as likewiſe Dr. Barrow on the 
ſame Subject. 


+ Dr. Sherlock in his Defence, c. c. Page 513. I 
am charged with maintaining the Socinian Notion of 
«« Juſtification, but it is no other than what the Church 
*« of England owns and aſſerts. —T have ſays He (Page 
«© 516) already vindicated moſt of thoſe Expoſitions, 
«« which my Adverſaries charge with Sociniani/m, as I 
«© have occaſionally met with them; but Mr. Ferguſon 
in his [ntere? of Reaſon, & c. Page 475, has put to- 
« gether ſome Texts which He thinks ſ have ſo ex- 
© pounded, as to deſtroy their Evidence for the God- 
* head of Chriſt : To which Charge Sherlock replies, — 
Again, Page 534, havetaken Notice of every Thing, 
« which was material in my Adverſaries, and of too ma- 
„ ny Things, which were nor. I have not particularly 
« taken Notice of AnT1$s0zzo0, becauſe there was 20 
«& Need of it; but whatever is conſiderable in it is an- 
«« ſwered in this my Defence. And he concludes 
«© Page 535, 1 amrelolved this Controverſy ſhall never 
end in a Trial of Wit.” —A prudent Reſolution ! 
for SHerlocꝶ well knew, great as his Talents. were, that 
Alſop, the writer of Antiſozzo, excelled him both in 
Wit, and Argument. See Letter LXXIX. of this 
Volume. 

See Page 222 of this Volume. 


Baxter 
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Baxter on Univerſal and Special Redemption, 1 
muſt beg to keep a little longer, eſpecially as you 
tell me your Sentiments, and his are nearly the 
ſame.—Qur Friend Mr. *** highly eſteems this 
Book; and he has ſent me Baxter's Aphoriſms on 


Fuſtification, which he has deſired me, as they are 


explanatory of each other, to read at the ſame 
Time.—Baxter in theſe Pieces, he tells me, ſteers 
a middle Courſe between the Scylla of Arminius's 


Syſtem, and the Charybdis of Caluin's.— When I 


have read them with due Attention, I ſhall without 
Reſerve, communicate my Remarks to you. 

Oh! my dear Friend, what Need 5 we for 
Prayer to be guided aright amidſt ſo many different 
Opinions, even of great and good Men. Armi- 
nius, Calvin, Baxter, all excellent Men in their 
Way! yet how divided in their Notions |—but 
Jeſus, that eternal Source of Love, will, | would 
charitably hope, bleſs al, who ſincerely defire to 
magnify his holy Name, notwithſtanding their dif- 
ferent Apprehenſions on theſe Points.—Gad of his 
unerring Wiſdom aſſiſt us in all our Determina- 
tions! God of his infinite Mercy defend us from all 
Error, and grant, that we may be true Followers 
of our Lord and Saviour, who is a Light to lighten 


the Gentiles, and the Glory of [/rael/ What a 


comfortable Conſideration is it, that there is ſuch a 
Light for my dear Friend, 2nd for 


his moſt affectionately and moſt inviolably, 


James HERVEX. 


P. S. Pleafe to lend me Staynoe's Inſtruction for 
the good Education of Children; and Dr. Doddridge 
on the Religious Education of Children. —l am now 
about writing a little + Tract on that Subject. 

L E T- 


1 Mr. Hervey had finiſned his Tract on Education of 
Daughters; which is now in the Hands of his Brother 
Vo L. II. B b Mr. 
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LETTER CXEY, 


Dear Sir, Weton- Favell, Monday Morning, 


I AM much obliged to you for the Loan of Dr. 
Sguire's Enquiry into the Foundation of the Eng- 
liſh Conflitution : The Performance ſeems to be cu- 
rious, uſeful, and intereſting. —But how intereſt- 
ing ſoever the Subject may be to others, it can be 
very little ſo now to me; as my Indiſpoſition is 
daily increaſing, and muſt, in all human Probabi- 
lity, ſoon put an End to my Dong. | 
In Spite of the ſarcaſtical Reflections you ſay are 
thrown upon me, I muſt recommend to every one 
Marſhall on Sanfification, and Fenks's Submiſſion to 
the Righteouſneſs of God. — Theſe are with me the 
two fundamental Books: — Theſe teach vital Re- 
ligion. Do they, who would decry Faith, and ex- 
tol their good Works, diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
the Practice of them? If not, I muſt beg Leave to 
ſay, they are Self-condemned. —Only obſerve for 
the next Month (by their Fruits you will know 
them) the Conduct of theſe, who are ſuch loud 
Advocates for the Merit, the Dignity of Man, and 
the Freedom of his Action; and of thoſe, who rely on 
the active and paſſive Obedience of Chriſt, And then 
tell me ingenuouſly, which are the People, who pay 
the greateſt Reverence to the Word of God; and in 
particular to the fourth Commandment ?—Inquire 
which of them uſe Family Prayer *—wheſe Con- 
verſation is moſt edifying ?—which of them vit t, 
and travel on Sundays? and which of them paſs 


Mr. Wm. Hervey, Wine Merchant in Miles's Lane 8 


don, who has ſome Thoughts of publiſhing it. W 7? 
has ſince been publiſhed. | HAT. 
| + Mr. Hervey publiſhed ſome Conſiderations on the 


prevailing Cuſtom of wiſiting on Sundays; which are an- 


bat 


nexed to the Volume of his Faſt- Sermons. 
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that holy Day, as become thoſe, who have named 

the Name of Chriſt? I will be Bld zo ſay, that on 

an impartial Examination, the Majority will be 

| found on the Side of thoſe, who embrace the Doc- 
15 trine of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; 
' and who expect Salvation by Him alone, and not 
by Deeds, which they have done.—Yet I ſhould 
wonder how Men of Diſcernment (Men, who one 
would think ſhould be daily ſenſible of their inny- 
merable Failings) could poſſibly eſpouſe the oppo- 
{ie Doctrines, had I not too many melancholy 
roofs to the contrary. Vou may fafely confide in 
this Doctrine; for this, dear Sir, is not to be con- 
ſidered as the particular Opinion of Fames Her- 
vey, but it is the general Opinion of our exemplary 
Reformers; *'tis the Doctrine of our Articles, and 
our Homilies.— Will you ſay, that our modern Mo- 
ral-Chriſtians, if I may ſo call them, are to be ſet 
in Competition with Men, like 2h? I appeal to 
Facts. — Mark the Effect of preaching; mere Mora- 
lity, and of preaching the Grace of Cbriſti.— But 
ſo long, as the Devil is ſuffered to deceive the Na- 
tions, and ſo long as the Heart is unconvinced of 
Sin, we may aſſure ourſelves, that the Doctrines of 
Juſtification by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and Salva- 
tion by free Grace, will meet with Oppoſition. 
Therefore: St. Paul exhorts Timothy, AywnQs Toy xanev 
wywa Ti rw, To fight the good Fight of Faith: 
It is an Addreſs to a Combatant, and ſuppoſes a 
Conflict; a noble Conflict, «aa@-, the fineſt Word 
in the moſt expreſſive engage, importing all, 


, + Veg =. 8 


which is good, and great: Let us not then be 
aſhamed of the Cauſe, 
My Cough is very troubleſome I can get lit- 


tle Reſt—Medicines yield no Relief but my ney 
ver. failing Cordial is the Love of Chriſt. 
Religion bears my Spirits up, 
A faithful and unchanging God 
| | Lays 
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Lays the Foundation for my Hope, 
n Oaths , —in Promiſes t,—in Blood f. 


Watts's Hymns, Book I. 


Staynoe * after whom you inquire, was a good 
Man, a Tutor at Trinity College, Oxford, and af- 
terwards Rector of St. Leonard Fofter-Lane; and 
in the Year 1704, publiſhed in two Volumes 
Octavo, his Treatiſe on Salvation by Feſus Chriſt : 
M ine is the ane Edition :—lIt is no contempti- 
ble Book, though the Style is rather too prolix, 
and he has ſome peculiar Notions. —But who has 
ever ſeen a faultleſs Book ? — All Writers have their 
Failings more, or leſs.—- No Mortal is exempted 
from them; not even Homer, Virgil, or Milton 
himſelf. —This ought to teach us Candour, and 
Humility in ſuch a State of ImperfeQion ; and 
above all it ſhould inſpire us with a reverential Ad- 
miration of the Book of God, which alone is free 
from Error; by which we are guided into all 
Truth; and in which we are promiſed eternal 
Life; procured for us by the Righteouſneſs, Suf- 
ferings, and Mediation of' Jeſus Chriſt, —I wiſh, 
moſt heartily wiſh, you may ſufficiently regard this 
ine/timable Book ; and then you will be like the 
Tree planted by the Water-Side, which bringeth 
forth its Fruits in due Seaſon ; and like that happ 
Man, of whom it is written by the Pſalm, 
« Look | whatſoever He doeth it ſhall proſper.” 


I am, my dear Friend, 
affectionately, and unalterably your's, 
James HERVE . 


+ Heb. vi. 17. t 2 Pet. 1. 4. Rev. i. 5. 


* Sce Page 115 of this Volume. 
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